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Chi Cocktaileries Will Drop 1,000 


Actors to Offset New 30% Tax 


Chicago, March 7. 

From all indications more per- 
formers will suffer here because of 
the new 30° nitery tax than any- 
where else. Those affected most are 
the hundreds of singers and perform- 
ers playing the numerous small cock- 
tail lounges that have sprung up in 
the past two or three years. Latter 
are employing close to 1,000 perform- 
ers weekly in the 300 spots using this 
type of entertainment. 

Big cafes and hotel supper rooms 
are not worrying, but hundreds of 
cocktail lounges are cancelling out 
their acts, which in the majority of 
cases consist of a lone singer or nov- 
elty act. Some of the bigger down- 
town places like the Brass Rail, Hol- 
lywood Lounge, the Dome and Gar- 
rick Stage Lounge intend marking 
time with present policy until forced 
to take another road. Many will cut 
to instrumentalists only, thus avoid- 
ing the tax, as musicians, according 
to the bill, are not entertainment. 
Places like Helsing’s Vodvil Lounge, 
which made its reputation on enter- 
tainment, may have to clase alto- 
gether. 

Several of the large hotels 

(Continued on page 49) 


U.S.-Made Pix on Labor 


Help Overcome Defense 
Manpower Problems 


Tailor-made films, designed by the 


have 


Special Service Division of the Pub- | 


lic Relations Bureau of the Army to 
help overcome industrial manpower 
p-oblems in special areas, are re- 
ported showing in regular commer- 
cial picture houses to as many 
3,500,000 admissions. Much of it 
repeat business, of course, in some 
sections of the country. Understood 
that in Seattle the Boeing short sub- 
jects ran in 10 first-run houses and 
later in 10 nabes for nine weeks. In 
the Los Angeles territory, 


critical manpower area, Special films | 


are being shown regularly in all 
Fox West Coast theatres. 

“The Case of the Tremendous Tri- 
fle,” a film dealing with ball 
ings, may be preemed 
Hartford, Conn., key situation in a 
territory where there is a manpower 
shortage. Picture is aimed at 
coming reluctance of women to night 
work in this sector, 

Understood that special films of 
this type will be routed to all areas 
where the manpower situation looks 
doubtful, in order to impress work- 
ers with importance. 


Edward B. Marks May 


Be Bioged in Filmusical 


Edward B. Marks, music publisher 
who just celebrated his 50th anni- 
versary in the biz, may become the 
subject of a filmusical. 

Republic Pictures made one bid, 
but no deal there. as Marks is re- 
ported holding out for a major 
studio. 


another | 


bear- | 
shortly in | 


over- 


Even Heifetz 


Jascha Heifetz, the concert vio- 
linist, has been having a tough 
time securing a pencil sharpener 
with a wall-attachment. Wallace 
Magill, his ex-road manager and 
now producer of the Bell Tele- 
phone Hour on NBC, promised 
Heifetz he would get one for 
him. Heifetz in effect stated “If 
you do, I'll do anything for you.” 

So last Monday (6), at re- 
hearsal of the Telephone Hour, 
Magill presented the sharpener 
to the violinist, turned to Don 
Voorhees, leader of the 57-piece 
orch; Voorhees raised his baton 
and the symphony orch swung 


out with a hep version of 
“Mairzy Doats,’ with Heifetz as 
soloist. 


Actors Air Beefs 


Actors back in New York after 


long tours are airing a varied assort- 


ment of complaints, principally about 
inconveniences on trains, and plan 
to appear before 
to improve the 


situation. Around 


that such complaints will probably 
be shelved, it being recognized that 


managers cannot be expected to al- 


ways provide first-class accommoda- 


as | 


tions under war conditions. 
Players are inclined to believe that 
at least some transportation hard- 


returning from a nine-month tour 
that he went to bed for four days. 
|Claimed that company managers 


sometimes do not even try to obtain 


sleeping-car berths for oOver-night 
jumps, with companies forced to go 


| aboard trains at 6 a. m., arriving at 


the next stand in the afternoon.. 
Equity rules stipulate that if aj| 

| troupe travels at night, or up to 6 

m.; sleepers must be provided. 


When such accommodations are not | 


| obtainable the difference in fare and 
the sleeper cost is paid to the actors. 

One or two over-night jumps were 
made by the same show in tourist 
sleepers, which is not first-class 
transportation. It was the best that 
could be done for the grumbling cast. 
During one jump of more than 600 
miles it is alleged that most of the 
| company stood up the entire distance. 
That was not surprising in actor 


circles, while it was declared by an | 


Equity spokesman that transporta- 
'tion of shows has been better thar 
expected, with comparatively few 
dates affected by delayed arrivals. 


On Touring Snags 


Equity’s council | 


| 
Equity, however, it was made clear 


ships could be avoided or limited, 
and one said he was so fatigued after , 


BIG 


Pay As Much As $250,000 
($150,000 Plus “Other 
Considerations”) for Top- 
flight Dramatic Actresses 


AGE FACTOR 


Overlooked in the mad scramble 
to build new male film stars follow- 
ing Pearl Harbor, the depleted 


are now regarded by major studio 
heads as one of the most serious 
| production problems of the past two 
seasons and one which shows no 
signs of immediate improvement. 
| Paradoxically, the supply of male 
talent, which the studios feared 
would be drained most by war- 
time services, has been maintained 
(though not quite fully as previ- 
ously) because studios concentrated 
on developing male players and also 
(Continued on page 55) 


HEARST PRESSURING 
‘KENNY’ FILM BE MADE 


William Randolph Hearst is pres- 
| suring strongly for the filming of 
|“Sister Kenny,” which been 
shelved by RKO, following expen- 
diture of around $100,000 by the 
studio. RKO paid some $45,000 for 
the rights to the biog of Nurse 
Elizabeth Kenny, around $15,000 for 
| the original script, and spent close 
to $40,000 in additional scenario and 
studio preparation. Rosalind Rus- 
sell reportedly rejected the assign- 
ment. 

Hearst, who is very keen on the 
Kenny method for the cure of in- 
|fantile paralysis, is inclined to blame 
Dr Morris Fishbein (American 
| Medical Association) and_ Basil 
O'Connor, head of the National 
Foundation of Infantile Paralysis, 
for the sudden coolness to the sub- 
ject Hollywood. Fishbein and 
other medicos have contended 
the Kenny method has not yet been 
proved to their satisfaction. 

Hearst. from accounts, 
that O'Connor is opposed to 
Kenny film because such a 
might hurt the annual March of 
Dimes contributions which have 
established values in helping crip- 
pled children. 


Wm. S. Hart Gives Home 
To City of L, A. As Park 


Los Angeles, March 7. 
William S. Hart’s old Hollywood 
| home, once a gawking target for 
| tourists, has been accepted by the 
| city of Los Angeles as a public park. 
| Former two-gun star recently 
turned down an offer of $125,000 for 
| 


by 


the nine-room house and its acre of 
gargiens. 


rosters of potent femme b.o. draws | 


believes | 
the | 
project | 


Talk About Timing 


New Haven, March 7. 

One of the hit tunes of “Fol- 
low the Girls,” which premiered 
here Thursday (2), was “I 
Wanna Get Married,” being 
about a femme who gave birth 
to triplets, then sent word to 
their father that she wanted to 
get married, 

Next day global front pages 
spread the tale of the English 
girl who delivered quads and 
then voiced a similar marital 
request. 


One Pix Plug Too 
Many, Haymes Off 


Crooner Dick Haymes found out 
last week (2) that he couldn't serve 
| 20th-Fox and “Evening in Paris” 
'face powder at the same time—at 
{least not on the latter’s CBS Thurs- 
day night show. Bourjois, sponsors 
of the program, dropped Haymes 
after last Thursday’s broadcast and, 
incidentally, dropped negotiations 
which, it's understood, would have 

(Continued on page 54) 


Physical Exams Hold Up 
Newsreel ‘Invasion’ Reps 


Washington, March 7, 
Several newsreel correspondents, 
anxious to reach Britain before the 
opening of the second front, are tied 
up by new Army clearance rules. 


Among other things, Army now 
requires correspondents pass 


physical exams. One reeler has been 
turned down as too old for strenu- 
ous work overseas. 


j 
| 
' 
| 


Limited. Acting Ability of Maestros 
Finds Pix Losing Interest in Bands 


Hollywood film studios are taper- 
ing ec their once hot interest in 
bands. From now on, according to 
agency executives, producers will be 
interested in only the topmost 
names. And from recent behavior of 
studios re the employment of the 
few in that category the pace is slow- 
ing in that direction, too. 

One of the major reasons for Hol- 
lywood’s waning interest is the 
ited histrionic ability of many maes- 
tros. Since few have proven able 
actors, even with the simplest of 
parts, many producers have tired of 
them quickly, and now, more than 
ever, they’re figuring bands strictly 
for b.o. strength. This attitude, most 
leaders and executives have long felt 
after glimpsing the few uses to 
which scr‘ptwriters have put most 
outfits, was never any different. 

During the past few months major 
studios have allowed a number of 
option contracts to lapse. and where 
connections are being maintained the 
bands are not being called before 
cameras as often as in the past. A 

(Continued on page 54) 


Dems Plan $750,000 
Air Budget to Counter . 
Anti-4th Term Press 


Washington, March 7. 
Democrats, realizing that 90% of 
the American press will be openly 
averse to the Fourth Term, plan an 
extensive use of radio. A budget of 
at least $750,000 for the air waves is 
the tentative plar of the new chair- 


lime 


man, Bob Hannegan. This will be 
supplemented by radio time in con- 


tested areas, with the local units of 
the Democratic organization supply- 
ing the funds. They cite the fact 


that 95% of the grandstand cheerers 

against Senator Barkley’s rebellion, 

came from newspapers which are 
(Continued on page 49) 
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2 MISCELLANY 


Treaps Via Over 300 Performers 


re being 


th of live 
by USO- 
Camp Snows, “pon sala- 
ries approximately ovu performers 
now playing the CSI overseas circult | 
would normally be offered for play- | 
ing vaude in this country. Yet, book- | 
ers concede that in many cases sala- 
ries have zoomed as much as 90‘e, 
and they would consider themselves | 
fortunate if they could get this talent | 
to play current dates for that kind of | 
meney. Publicity and playing expe- 
rience accrued from their offshore 
work would make them more valu- | 
eble to the domestic circuits, bookers 
agree. 


@i.. 


Although there isn’t the slightest 
chance that many film names will | 
play vaude, bookers would pay | 


Topping the | 


plenty on the GI tours. | 


list would be the $7,500 that could 
easily be obtained by James Cagney, | 
who recently arrived in London to 
entertain servicemen. Paulette God- | 
dard. who hit an overseas base carly 
last week, would rate $7,000 weekly 
for a theatre stint. while John Gar- | 
field. also listed among last week’s 
overseas arrivals, is pegged at $6,000. 

Ray Milland, rated as being worth 
$6.500 in vaude houses, is providing 
GI entertainment, as are Randolph 
Scott, whose draw is rated at $3,500; | 
Luise Rainer, $2,000; Ella Logan, $2,- | 
500: William Gargan, $2,500; and 
Keenan Wyun, $1,250, who make up 
the bulk of the top names on the 
overseas circuit. 

In addition, numerous standard 
acts commanding up to $1,000 and 
more weekly are playing abroad. 
These include Hank Ladd and Fran- 
cetta Malloy, Eddie Foy, Jr., Cliff 
«*Sharlie’) Hall and Sid Marion, A! 
Bernie, Jack Powell, Gladys and Will 


Ahearn, Chris-Pin Martin, Harry 
Barris, Bob Evans, Nonchalants, 
Jackie Heller, Lew Parker, Willie 
Shore, Joe and Jane McKenna, 


among others. 

Many of these performers now 
abroad have not yet played metro- 
politan vaude houses, but it is a safe 
bet that. with the experience gained 
by playing the GI's, they could get 
vaude bookings at the above-men- 
tioned salaries. Above salaries are 
estimates by several top bookers. 


$10,700 WAGE AWARD 
TO ROBERT CUMMINGS 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Robert Cummings has been award- | 


ed $10,700 back salary from Univer- 


sal by federal court, which upheld |} 


studio was 
contract by 


actor's cont@htion that 
guilty of a breach of 
not assigning him roles. 
Cummings had refused part in 
“Fired Wife,” stating picture did not 
meet his standard as an actor. When 
studio refused to assign him his new 
role or pay weekly salary, Cum- 
mings informed Universal heads that 
he considered his contract breached. 
Salary claims cover back pay for 
period actor was unassigned. He's 
now an Air Force flight instructor. 


Benny Pacts With WB, 


To Do New Pic in July 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Benny. who recently 
pleted “The Horn Blows at 
night” at Warners, will remain on 
the lot under a term contract signed 
over the weekend. 

Currently slated for an overseas 
tour to entertain soldiers, Benny will 
check in for new picture in July. 


Jack 


Now Known What Lopez 
Did With His Left Hand 


At last it comes out what Vincent 
Lepez's left hand has been doing all 
these years while his right pinky has 


been giving the digitalis hypo to, 
“Nola,” “Doll Dance,” ete. Hot off 
the presses of the David McKay 


Co., Philly, for one buck per copy. 
is a 124-page volume billed “What's 
Ahead?” and authored by the pian- 
ist-maesiro. It's a book of prophesy 
worked out by Lopez with a rhythm 
system utilizing cycles of 84 years. 
He also communes with nature— 
the stars. comets, ete., to come up) 
with predictions that Japan will be, 
crushed in 1945 but that Hitler will) 
outlast the Nips by about a year. 

Book also lists a few prophetic 
visions about life 1,000 years hence; 
well beyond the statute of limita-| 
tions, so who's gonna sue? 


$5,000,600 in Actors for Overseas 


‘Abie’s’ Birthday 
Los Angeles, March 7. 

Members of the “Abie'’s Irish 
Rose” cast tossed a _ backstage 
party at the Belasco theatre 
Sunday to celebrate the play's 
22d birthday. 

Show was born at the Morosco 
theatre in this town on March 5, 
1922; and later moved to Broad- 
way to establish a record for 
continuous performances. Anne 
Nichols phoned her congratula- 
tions from New York. 


com- 
Mid- 


Play Planned to Pont = 


Up U.S. Negro’s Welfare 


In the first concerted pitch utiliz- 
ing the legit stage as a means of fos- 
tering better understanding of the 
plight of Negroes in America, a| 
number of colored organizations | 
have banded together to back a| 
forthcoming Broadway production 
which will stress racial amity and | 
goodwill. | 

Production, 


to be. staged’ by 


Stephen Kelen-d’Oxylion, former as- 


sociate of B. P. Schulberg and 
Marion Gering, and theatrical ad- 
viser for the Mex Government in 
1919 and 1920, is currently being 
written and is skedded for an open- 
ing in Chicago in the late spring be- 
fore moving on to Broadway. It will 
be in the nature of a Negro folk mu- 
sical, patterned along lines of “Porgy 
and Bess” but with emphasis on the 
economie and social plight of the 
American Negro. 

D'Oxylion is also currently en- | 
gaged in rewriting the book of the| 
“Marianne” musical which he, Schul- | 
berg and Marion recently produced | 
and which folded during an out-of- | 
town tryout. Latter two have with- | 
drawn from the venture, but dOxy- | 
lion plans a summer opening on 
Broadway. 


| 
Canada Lee Being Offered | 


For Vaude at $1,750 Per 


Canada Lee, Negro legit and screen | 
actor, is being submitted for vaude 
dates by Charlie Yates of Frederick 


Bros. 


Asking price is $1,750 upon basis of 
his showing in “Lifeboat” (20th). 


90th WEEK ! 
KEN MURRAYS 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1944” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
“Krom 
you've got 


‘Laugh of 
month.” 


another, 
It's the 
show every 


Irishman to 
something. 
the Month’ 


one 


PAT O'BRIEN. 


Catherine The Great As 
Film Starrer for Tallu 


Tallulah Bankhead’s second starrer 
for 20th-Fox is to be “Czarina,” 
satirical comedy, with 
Catherine the Greai. 

Ernst Lubitsch will produce. 


Widow of Nat M. Wills 


Badly Beaten By Thugs 

Mrs. Nat M. Wills. widow of the 
tramp comedian who died some 
years ago, is in Bellevue hospital, 
N. Y., in serious condition as the re- 
sult of a brutal assault by three un- 
identified men while on a shopping 
trip. A passerby called police. 

Mrs. Willis was a vaude performer 
in an act with her sister Peggy. They 


Tallu as! 


| 
| 
| 
| 


also appeared in several editions of | : : 
F.D.R. and a Congress which hardly talk to each other to get together and 
| set up a national lottery to raise Morgenthau’s jackpot (or is that some- 


“Ziegfeld Follies.” 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

Universal filed suit in Superior 
Court seeking an 
strain Jack Wyman, theatrical 
ducer, from staging a show 
“Frankenstein the Monster, 
son.” 

Studio contends it has built up the 
FrankenS§tein character in films since 
1931 and protests against its use 
for profit on the stage. 


pro 


Lords and Ladies of Lilliput 


By ROBERT 


Paul del Rio, age 24, looks like a, 
full-sized human being seen through |! 
the wrong end of an opera glass. Mr. 
del Rio—23 inches tall, weight 20 
pounds—is a midget, a_ biologie 


phenomenon occurring once out of| 


every million American births. To- 
day in Europe and America there 
are about 2,000 such “little people,” 
many of them getting between $100 
and $150 a week in carnivals or the 
show business. 

Midgets resent being confused 
with dwarfs. A true midget or “Lilli- 
putian” is perfectly proportioned—a 
human figurine, so to speak—where- 
as a dwarf has a normal trunk and 
head, with short arms and legs. Nor 
are midgets pygmies, the latter be- 
ing a separate race of miniature 
people found in Africa. Midgets are 
believed to result from a 


tioning of the pituitary” gland; 


dwarfism is attributed to an alnor- | 


mal thyroid. If caught in time, midg- 
etism may be averted by the proper 
use Of glandular extracts. Midgets 
at birth are the same size as other 
babies. 

Often midgets are mistaken for 
children and sometimes are plagued 
by youngsters as they walk along 
the street. So many carry 
with which to shoo off boisterous 
children. Elsa Maxwell was riding 


in a Pullman some time ago when; 
she mistook a midget sitting opposite ; 


her for a child. Says Elsa: “I made 
the fatal error of offering him candy 
and pinching his cheek.” In high| 
dudgeon, he explained that he was}! 
an aircraft worker. ‘What exactly | 
do you do?” asked Elsa. The little) 


malfunce- | 


canes | 


W. MARKS 


spied a midget standing in the aisle, 
being knocked about each time the 
bus lurched. She, too, felt sympa- 
thetic about “children.” Maternally 
she reached over. took him on her 
knee and caressed his cheek. She 
screamed loudly a few moments later 
when the enterprising young 
returned her caresses. 
Personal Life and Habits 
In general, midgets love and live 
much as other people: they dislike 
being treated with special considera- 
lion. Midgets like to dance with 
large people; eat with the same 
dishes and silver. Many drive their 
ywn cars, having special cushions 
built in, and extensions added to the 
brake, clutch and gas pedals. They 
usually furnish their homes 
full-size beds and furniture, some- 
times displaying miniature furnish- 
ings for effect on gullible speetators. 
One, a midget French woman. shows 
visitors the doll's furniture in her 
house in Reading, Pa., in order to 
supplement her income. Actually, 
she and her normal-sized husband 
live in a wing of the house adequate- 


ly furnished with normal-size ar- | 
ticles. 
The love life of midgets is not 


tranquil. Midgets have the same at- 
tachments, frustrations and jealousies 
as others, plus the added complica- 
tion of mating, as they often do, with 
large people. About 20° of midgets 
marry. Of these, 40% marry “big 
ones.” The most spectacular such 
marriage within the past few years 
was that of little Billy Curtis to the 
extra tall showgirl] Lois de Fee. 
Midgets can have children either 


Everyone Wants a Monster 


injunction to re- | 


man drew himself up to his full| by other midgets or in alliance with 
three feet. “I'm a welder, and I) normal-gized people—and thése chil- 
climb into parts of bombers where! dren in almost every case are nor- 
big lugs can’t go. It’s not child’s | mal. No midget has ever been 


play, ma’am.” Nor child’s pay either, known to give birth to another mid- 

as Elsa discovered. That Lilliputian , get. But about half the midget wives 

prefer to be childless as children- 
(Continued on page 54) 


welder was receiving $90 a week. 
In a crowded bus an attractive girl 


titled | 
in Per- | 


| bookies, jackpots, sneakjoints, dice games, card games, roulette 


SCULLY'’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully ++++++e++++eee+ 


Hollywood, March 5. 


If eve? we run out of sharpshooters, or those in the South Pacific need 
advanced training, the Hoilywood press mob can sure be classed as an 
essential industry to train them. 

That Academy Award thing! One press bunch gets four tickets. A 
rival manipulates six. Checkup reveals the six-shooter is using two of 
his “press” tickets to plant ad men in the audience of Grauman’s Chinese. 
These two prow! around like a pair of houwse dicks and clip the stunned 
star for a flock of ads before the winner has even had time to touch his 
Oscar. 

Then there are the gun-beaters. They sit up mornings figuring ways 
to beat the official releases. Lolly was the worst of these, but squawks 
from the “ethical” scribes have pretty well beaten her back into line and 
reduced her scoopomania to where she is now considered a border-line 
case. 


But a new bunch of time-jumpers have cropped. These make their own 
awards and time their releases to take the edge off the official Academy 
awards, 

The New York Critics’ Circle was best at this for a time, due chiefly 
to the belief of the guilds that the Academy was really an unofficial com- 
pany union of the producers and as such persona non grata among the 
hired hands. 

Dudley Nichols, it will be remembered,:-even refused his Oscar for his 
scrint on “The Informer,” though he and Jack Ford were glad to take 
bows before the New York crix. 

Time and the Wagner act having healed that wound, the next clip came 
from the columnists Who did their own guessing and announcing. It be- 
gan to get as bad as the football All-Americas, which got down to where 


‘Kate Smith was picking them. 


But the sub-cellar of this sort of thing came last week when a Los 
Angeles throwaway called “The Downtown Shopping News.” which is 
practically all ads, like one of Bernard Shaw's prefaces, carried a Peoples 
Academy Ballot for 1944 Pictures, 

Result of the poll announced on the eve of the official Academy award 
by a tabulator billing himself as Taylor Manning rated the first five pic- 
tures as “Casablanca,” “Song of Bernadette,” “Madame Currie.” “Wateh 
on the Rhine” and “The More the Merrier,” in that order. 

This is comforting to the handfull of us who still believe that, however 
you slice them, 130,000,000 Americans can’t be wrong. 


Runyon vs. 20% 

Damon Runyon, now a *Ith-Fox producer of “Irish Eyes Are Smiling” 
(on those days when he gets up before noon), has been moving into an- 
other field, and as such is fair game for those of us who have been in 
there first. 

As a fellow traveler among one suit-case political economists, he wants 


body else’s show?) from $2,000,000,000 to 10 billions a year as easily as it 
takes to write it 

He's right, too. Lotteries are the swiftest and most painless way of sepa- 
rating a chump from his spinach. But he’s wrong in presuming that 
Americans would prefer this to the complicated way they raise mone Vv 
now—even to the complicated way they tax picture houses, theatres and 
race tracks. 

For Americans are a moral people, except, as Trader Horn once told us 
in London, “when it comes to murdering and such,” and they would not 
think of admitting that all life is a gamble and why not apply the overall 
pattern to the mean business of taxation? 

A Hollywood producer may find that dialog around his studio runs to 
wheels, 
parimutuels,. bank nights, bingo games, floating crap games, boletas, 
chemins de fer and baccarats, but 20° of the people never heard of 
things and that 20°. rules the country with a whim of iron. 

They are not church people particularly. Every church bazaar operator 
knows about lotteries and trustees have paid off many a church debt that 


such 


| way. They are not picture-goers either. Bank night has made these people 


aware of the lure of chance. 


They are not radio listeners, for these too have shown a willingness to 


| gamble for all or nothing at all on the $64 question. 


| 


man | 


i than it is to pay i 


with | 


They are the people who made prohibition a fact and publishers, 
gamblers, legislators and even picture producers (barring possibly a de- 
lightful dreamer like Runyon) are terrified by them. This 20% believes 
that lotteries will lead to more gambling, and it is useless to point out to 


| them that if everybody gambles then nobody gambles. They are not swayed 


by the logic that it’s lots more fun to lose your money in a national jack- 

pot, even with the percentage almost 100° on the side of the croupier, 
t in dull and complicated income taxes to the same 

croupier, Runyon should be encouraged in his crusade to put a thrill 

taxation, but two groups will not ride with him: real gamblers (wh 

snobs and want theirs to be an exclusive fraternity) and the purit: 

tween them he will never get his idea beyond Nevada. Why, ev 

his own well-heeled gin rummy set he will find ne unity. So 

fun. Some play with the grim determination of guys in foxh e 

groups walk out on each other. 

Even such free and easy gamblers as Joe Schenck and Mike id don't 
share the same views on gambling. Todd once lost on three horses in a 
row. Schenck suggested that Todd recoup on the fourth race. 

“Not me,” said El Michel, “getting even is a sucker’s game. I play to 
win, not break even, and when I lose all I can afford to lose I quit.” 


The Toughest Franchise 
All gambling centers operate on.the theory that few people have that 


| much moral character. In fact one croupier at Monte Carlo told us that in 


25 years he had never seen a big winner get out of town with his loot. 
They always go back for one more spin, and in the end lose it all. 

After you've spent years around Monte Carlo, where gambling is, or 
.was, as routine as cheese-making in Wisconsin, you share their calm per- 
spective about “games of chance.’ Subjects of the principality of Monaco 
were a very privileged people. They paid no taxes of any sort and were 
not allowed to gamble, proving that the prince really did protect his 
people. 

To get to that tax exempt class was the hardest hurdle in the world of 
franchise. It took three generations of established residence to become « 


| Monagasque voter. These were the happiest people in Europe. Vice, crime 


and juvenile delinquency among their own people were practically un- 
known, but the main point is they did not gamble. But they lived well off 
the chumps who did. 

A national lottery is not like that at all. It pre-supposes that Crackpot 
O'Toole would get a big laugh out of being handed a rubber check. 

Maybe. but unless you can get that 20°; minority which holds the bal- 
ance of power to laugh too, you can't get to first base. 

By the way, how is first base? 


A Slight Switch 


They're trying to find out who keeps lousing up the Henry Ford script 
the “F.O.B. Detroit” to something further down the alphabet 
an 


VARIETY Wednesday, March 8, 19114 
Fri! : z | 
| | 
‘ 
- | | 
SS | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
f 
iil 
| 
| 
| | 
‘ : an 


er 


or 
ere 
aco 
ere 
his 


| of 
C # 


ime 


un-~ 


off 


pot 


pal- 


Wednesday, March 8, 1914 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 3 


Jennifer, Lukas 
Get Acad Awards: 
8 for WB, 20th 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Two ancient dramatic themes, the 
Cinderella Girl and the Man Who 


Came Back, popped into reality at 
the 16th annual presentation of 
awards by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. Jennifer 
Jones, unknown to the film public a 
year ago, was acclaimed top actress 
of Hollywood through her first pic- 
ture, “The Song of Bernadette.” 
Paul Lukas, brushed off by all the 
major studios and apparently con- 
signed to a life of obscurity on the 
stage, returned to be oscarized for 
his screen acting in “Watch on the 
Rhine.” These awards were largely 
instrumental in making the first 
dinnerless Oscar show the most dra- 
matic in the history of the Academy. 

Numerically, Warners and 20th- 
Fox broke even in the box score 
with eight awards apiece, but the 
Burbank lot won the highest studio 
honor with “Casablanea” as the out- 
standing production of 1943. The 
picture was released months before 
the balloting, a condition which gen- 
erally works against the chances of a 
candidate, but its timing coincided 
with that of an international diplo- 
matic huddle which made “Casa- 
blanca” a front page word and drew 
the world’s attention to the film. 

Vets Come Through 

Among the supporting players, the 
winners were Katina Paxinou, star of 
the Grecian stage, for her perform- 
ance in “For Whom the Bell Tolls,” 
and Charles Coburn, after 50 years 
on stage and screen, for his acting in 
“The More the Merrier.” 

In addition to winning the out- 
standing production award, “Casa- 

lanca” resulted in an Oscar for 
Michael Curtiz for the best director- 
ship of 1943, and in a triple award 
fo: the best written screenplay, with 
statuettes bestowed on three collabo- 
rators, Julius J. Epstein, Philip G. 
Epstein and Howard Koch, another 
unusual happening in Academy 
history. 

Best original story prize went to 
William Saroyan who wrote “The 
Human Comedy” for Metro, and best 
original screenplay honors’ were 
awarded Norman _ Krasna_ for 
“Princess O’Rourke” at Warners. 

Thalberg Award 

Hal B. Wallis voiced a grateful ac- 
ceptance of the Irving G. Thalberg 
Special Memorial Award for all- 
around merit in the production of 
motion pictures. Modestly, the Warn- 
ers executive announced that he took 
the award in trust for the numerous 
plavers, directors, writers and tech- 
nicians who had collaborated with 
him. 

In the musical field, Ray Heindorf' 
won the award for the best scoring} 
of a tuneful feature, “This Is the 
Army,” at Warners. Alfred Newman | 
was Osecared for the top ‘score of a! 
dramatic picture, “The Song of| 
Bernadette.’ Harry Warren, com-| 
poser, and Mack Gordon, lyricist, 
drew the prize for the best 
“You'll Never Know,” written for 
the 20th-Fox picture, “Hello, Frisco, 
Hello.” 

Among the short subjects, Grant- 
land Rice, the sports columnist, pro- 
duced the best one-reeler, “Am-| 
bitious Fighters, for Paramount. | 
Jerry Bresler and Sam Coslow took 
first place among two-reel producers 
with “Heaveniy Music” at Metro. 
and Fred Quimby. on the same lot, 


song. 


made the outstanding cartoon, 
“Yankee Doodle Mouse.” 

For art direction in black and 
white, James Basevi and William 
Darling won with “Bernadette.” In 
the color division it was Alexande1 
Golitzen, with “Phantom of the 


Opera” at Universal. 

Hal Mohr and W. Howard Green 
divided honors for color -cinematog- 
raphy in “Phantom” and Arthur) 
Miller for black and white photog- | 
raphy in “Bernadette.” | 

“Crash Dive,” at 20th-Fox, won) 
two awards for special effects, with} 
Fred Sersen in photography and, 
Roger Heman in sound. Best general | 
sound recording credit went to, 
Stephen Dunn for his work in ‘This | 
Land Is Mine” at RKO. 

Special technical achievement) 
awards were given George Pal, Far-| 
ciot Eduart, Earl Morgan. Barton 
Thompson, Daniel J. Blomberg.) 
Charles Galloway Clarke and Wil-, 


(Continued on page 18) 


| next year, 


| cisco May 20, to be 


| Broadway. 


Name Your Man 


Those political Alliances and Associations 
out in Hollywood are becoming more than 
nuisances. It looks as if they are fast ap- 
proaching the point where they may indi- 
rectly interfere with production. Spreading 
venom and bitterness with their claims and 
counter-claims they are upsetting Holly- 
wood from the social side and the inside. 
And at the bottom of the whole thing, 
what? These organizations are either anti- 
or pro-Roosevelt. All the name-calling 
stems from that. 


Possibly you think the social side of Hol- 
lywood isn’t important. Maybe it’s not; but 
in that hemmed-in colony out*there what 
becomes too vehement outside the studios 
can creep inside the studios. When that 
takes place there is friction, delay, waste 
and unnecessary headaches. 


This year’s Presidéntial campaign may 
cost this country vital international pres- 
tige. It hurts to admit it, but haven’t we 
long since found out that the major political 
parties cannot be relied upon not to strew 
garbage in each other’s path as the cam- 
paign draws to a close? Haven’t we also 
long since found out that the partisan press 
will go to virtually any extreme and cannot 
be depended upon for rational guidance? 
And this year’s contest promises to be the. 
dirtiest of them all, war or not. . 


Everybody is doing something, in some 
way, to help win the war. Everybody can 
further try to do something to help this 
country regain its domestic balance before 
the election. The screen can’t be of aid, 
for the screen is non-political. Radio can 
only present both sides as_ paid for 
by each party concerned in the issue. 
The press as a whole has proven that it 
has less balance than the country in such 
times. So the public has no choice. It must 
rely on its native savvy and consult with 
those in whom it has confidence. 


The point is that this country has got to 
be here when those boys come back, and 
in just about the same shape as when they 
left it—or a reasonable facsimile thereof. 
If it isn’t, duck. 


It is “Variety’s” opinion that people in 
showbusiness, and particularly those in pic- 
tures, can accomphish a great deal by refus- 
ing to join, or withdrawing from, these spe- 
cial groups which, ultimately, get nowhere 
and achieve little except to leave a wake of 
malice behind them. How much better for 
show people to drop the disguise, join a 
major political party, campaign for their 


is needed. Tell the rank and file what it 
takes to be a good citizen, turn out the vote 
and make them vote. Most show people 
have a pretty fair conception of public re- 
lations. They should—it’s been their life. 
Their value to their local community could 
be high if they would give up these various 
groups to join the campaign that counts. 


“Variety” doesn’t give a damn if an Alli- 
ance calls an Association “Left,” or if an 
Association calls an Alliance “Right.” As 
far as we're concerned they can call each 
other all the names they like from now until 
Selznick cuts “Since You Went Awav.” 
We're skeptical of these groups when they 
come in the door, and we're skeptical when 
they go out. What “Variety” is interested 
in is proof that any of their charges is 
true and is showing up on the screen to 
harm the film industry. When that hap- 
pens, we'll holler—and loud. 


It’s our opinion that anything subversive 
is going to have one tough time reaching a 
screen anyway. Why? Because it’s got 
to get past a few men known as Mayer, 
Warner, Zanuck, Cohn, Work, DeSylva and 
Koerner. These are the men who are re- 
sponsible for every foot of film that goes 
out of their studios, and they’ve got their 
companies to protect. 


You're a Communist. You're a Fascist. 
You’re a menace. No, you're the menace. 
Name calling but without naming names. 
That’s what they’re doing on the Coast, and 
it’s become so bad the girls are in on it. It’s 
shameful and there’s too much self-interest 
wrapped up in it. If Hollywood doesn’t 
know, it should be told that its Alliances 
and Associations are becoming one big bore 
to the rest of showbusiness. 


There is something more important. That 
doctor overseas said it. “Keep America 
America.” That’s it. No one is going to 
say it better. So park the screaming of 
“Right” and “Left.” Park it for the dura- 
tion! Come out in the open! Name your 
man! 


Which comes first with you—you or your 
country? Make up your mind. It’s impor- 
tant. Pick the man whom you think is the 
one for the country at this time. If vou 
want to campaign for him, go to it. But go 
to it honestly, not as a member of some 


, Spiteful group. 


What is best for the country? That’s the 
question. And it is the only question that 
counts in the coming election. 


INDIE FILM OUTFIT 


Mike Todd, back in N. Y. from the 
Coast, is due to start his own inde- In 
pendent film unit, probably not until 
None of his past or pres- 
ent legiters would be filmed by him. 

Todd returns to the Coast shortly the 
to complete plans for a new play to 
Mae West, “Catherine Was | for the 
Great,” which opens in San Fran- | 
followed by a 


Decker, 


Sunset 
will turn it 


star 


Hollywood, March 7. ° 

Errol] Flynn is about to uplift 
America’s taste in Art, with an 
upper-case “A.” 
partnersip 
portrait 
film star has acquired an 
once owned by Hilaire Hiler, in 
Strip 
into an art 
exhibition and 
native and foreign masterpieces. 


FORK PIX AND DISKS 


Garry Moore, starred with Jimmy 
Durante on the Camel-CBS radio 
show, signed a contract last week 
to appear in a film for David Selz- 
nick and another with Decca to wax 
an album of his radio poetry. 


Film 


with John 
painter, the 
atelier, 


district, and 
gallery 


sale of 


will be shot some time in 


; moves to the Coast for a few 


Decca album will include Moore’s 


booking before coming to! 

Todd currently has| 

“Mexican Hayride” on Broadway, at 

the Winter Garden. 
Irene Sharoff, film dress designer.! aj] 

will do the costumes for “Catherine.” 


Chicago 
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Sydney Blackmer is heading back | eo 
to Broadway to play opposite Stella) 
Adler in “Pretty Little Parlor.” | 
Ralph Bellamy, co-producer with | 
John Moses and directing the drama, 
will head back to the Coast when 
show is set, to resume screen career 


Stromberg. Bellamy, who owns 5%, | 


an Actress.” 


Jolson’s B’way Yen 


Hollywood, March 7. 


AAl Jolson, despite bei: g comiort- 


on Jolson’s script OK and 


JESSEL’S RACHEL BIOG 


| George Jessel is mulling produc- 
, tion ef the biography of Rachel, the 
in “Guest in the House” for Hunt| French tragedienne, for 20th-Fox. 

Pola Negri starred in the. story in! huddles with Metro chiefs, 
lard H. Turner for improvement in! of “Tomorrow the World” rejoins | bygone days, under title “Loves ol 
| that show in the fall on tour, 


verse fantasies “Elsie and the Glow- 
worm.” “Hugh the 
“Rondelay for a Rabbit” and “Ode to 
a Cow” 


among others. 


Illness Nixes Trip 


Hollywood, March 7. 
| Merle Oberon, who was slated to 
ae vo east last week and meet her hus- 
Hollywood. March 7. | 
; band, Alexander Korda, in New 


i York, has cancelled her trip, because 
of illness. 
Korda 


New York for brief 


is in 


pow wows. 


Studios Take New 
Slaps at Radio; 
Showdown Sought 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Breach between picture studios 
and radio took an alarming turn last 


week with the imposition of new 
edicts designed to discourage the 


guest starring practice. Through its 
thin disguise agency men could dis- 
cern more than meets the eye, a 
thoroughgoing and concerted at- 
tempt to “weaken the radio structure 
so that its position will not be too 
impregnable with the advent of tele- 
vision.” That’s how the agency lead- 
ers view the latest moves, which 
embrace: 

1—Minimum cost of $3.000 for pic 
ture scripts. 

2—-No clearance to be given an 
actor while his picture is in produc- 
tion. 

3—Availability of players’ for 
guest starring to be given only on 
request of the agency by letter. 

4—Blacklisting of certain 
grams held to be of questionable 
value to its players. 

5—Insistence on greater control of 
players and their radio material. 

That there is a move afoot to con- 
solidate all the new regulations and 
“don'ts” of various studios into a 
compact protocol! for industry-wide 
acceptance is both denied and af- 
firmed. Studio leaks lead credence 
to such a solid front, which, in turn, 
are called unfounded by bosses of 
the four studios said to be leading 
the fight against radio. While 
Metro, Warners, Paramount and Co- 
lumbia are proving the most trouble- 
some to agency talent buyers, some 
of the others also have their own 
set of rules which are none too 
palatable. Objective of the industry's 
solid front would be to have all stu- 
dios signatory to the new regulatory 
document exercise vigilant control 
so that what applies to one studio 
would similarly affect all others. 

Prohibitive 

Adoption of the $3,000 minimum 
for film scripts would place such a 
prohibitive price on adaptations as 
to render their purchase uneco- 
nomic, say the agency leaders. Top 
price by the big network dramatic 
shows has been around $1,000 and 

(Continued on page 49) 


Hitchy’s Gallic Chore 
Over, Back in the U. S. 


Alfred Hitchcock is due back to- 
day (Wednesday) from England, 
where he supervised screening of 
s.veral films with French dialog to 
be shown in liberated France fol- 
lowing the invasion. 

Expected to be around New York 


pro- 


| 


April when the Durante-Moore show | 


Blue-Gnu,” | 


weeks. | | 


| 
| 


several weeks viewing shows, etce., 
before returning to Hollywood. 
| 
| 
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MUSICALS OF THE ee 
YEAR ROLLED 
INTO ONE: 
| Music by | 
JEROME KERN 
Lyrics by 
IRA GERSHWIN 
LEE BOWMAN - PHIL SILVERS | 
JINX FALKENBURG 
ena 
THE COVER GIRLS 
15 of America’s Most Beautiful Women 
" Screen Play by VIRGINIA VAN UPP 
Directed by CHARLES VIDOR 
A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
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More Intensive Theatre Collections 


Primed to Insure Red Cross Success -”’ 


Following representations made by? 


film industry leaders, local Red Cross 
chapters throughout the country are 
cooperating more freely with exhibi- 
tors in the 1944 R. C. campaign than 
during any previous drive in behalf 
of this organization. While Red Cross 
toppers have always welcomed thea- 
tre participation, local Red Cross 
chapters, which are autonomous, 


Longhairs on 1-Niters 


An increasing number of longhairs 
are playing USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
time. Unable to go on extended 
tours, many are doing one-nighters. 
iiowever, Percy Grainger, concert 
pianist, starts three-week tour this | 


| 
yave in the past been aloof to thea- | week of hospitals and Army bases in 


tre collections. 

Joseph Bernhard, national chair- | 
man of the industry's drive, is stress- 
ing importance of holding a collec- 
tion after every performance, with 
the theatre staff or volunteers fur- 
nished by the Red Cross organized to 
see that every patron is afforded an 
opportunity to give. Bernhard, at a 
rally in Pittsburgh Thursday (2), 
said. “The difference between lights- 
up and lights-out in making collec- 
tion during Red Cross week means a 
difference in lives saved.” 

This vear’s goal is $10,000,000; last 


year the theatres collected only 
about $3.500,000. | 

Martin Starr, radio director for 
Uniied Artists, has been loaned to 


the War Activities Committee for the 
industry's radio campaign for the 
Red Cross drive. Starr will collabo- 
rate on scripting and production of, 
several Coast-to-Coast programs to 
be aired week of March 23-29. 
Following confab with Red Cross 
officials in Washington, green light 
has been given to use copy on radio 
programs identifying special picture 
presentations and the participation 
of film stars as “The motion picture 
industry’s contribution to the Red 
Cross war effort.” 
Better Cooperation | 
Exhibitors and campaign leaders, | 
meantime, report that the current! 
theatre collection plans have gained | 
the goodwill and support of virtu- 
ally all local Red Cross chapters. 
Theatre operators are set to inten- 
sify collections from March 23 to 29 
beyond any previously recorded fig- | 
ure. Experience with March of 
Dimes collections has shown exhibi- 
(Continued on page 53) 


Cameramen Set to Film 


Opening of ‘2d Front’ «». 


One of the most daring film as- 
sisnments every attempted is sched- 
uel to coincide with the opening of 
a “Second Front,” 


American Army film units will go 
into front line action with the Al- 
lied troops. 

Lt. Coli Hugh Stewart, co-pro- 


ducer with Frank Capra of “Tunisian 
Victory,’ which is being distributed 
in the U. S. by Metro, has completed 
organization of a British Army film 
unit to cover second front opera- 
tions as soon as they get under way. 


Stewart stated in N. Y. last week, 
pelore aving for England, that he 


would have around 100 men filming 
the opening of the new theatre of 
war. Of these from 30 to 35 will be 
cameramen, others including drivers 
and other technical assistants. 

It is understood that an American 


second front op- ministration, Miami Beach. 
erations is “®bout set also, and that Miriam Dalgish, of National The- |} 
the commanding officer of tls YOUP atre Supply office force, to WAVES. 


is already in Engiand. 
Lt. Coil. Stewart was 


units for the British Army. 


Schaefer Again Heads 


Yeshiva’s Scholarships 


Geor:se J. Schaefer has for the fifth 
the chairmanship of 


the motion picture industry’s An- 
nual Scholarship Drive for needy 


and scholastically proficient students ; served overseas in World War No. 1. | 


at the Yeshiva College. Yeshiva 
College is the only college of liberal 
arts and ence in America under 
Jewish auspices. 

The scholarship awards were start- 


ed by the late W. G. Van Schmus in 
April, 1939, waen the film industry 
was first apprised of the unique place 
of Yeshiva College in the sphere of 
American educational institutions. 

Scholarships, at that time, were 
established by Jack Cohn, Barney 
Balaban, Nate Blumberg, George J. 
Schaefer, George F. Skouras and Van 
Schmus. These scholarships were 
given, among others, to many stu- 
dents who had been denied the right 
to study in na.ions which no longer 
exist. 

Film industry kas contributed $50,- 
000 to the college. Last year 18 
scholarships were established. 


| Utah, 


| tion, equality, ete. 


| were given. 


when British and | 


recently ap- 
pointed chief of the second front film | exhib 


Missouri, Colorado, and Illi- | 
nois. Florence Kirk, Met soprano, 
also is off on a Camp Show jaunt. 
Mischa Elman has a single concert 
in Atlantic City and Los Angeles 
Philharmonic will do one-nighter at 
Marine base, San Diego, Sunday | 
(12). 


Theatre Wing Sets Up 
Catalog on War Plays 
Available to Troops 


American Theatre Wing set up a 
last 
its catalog of plays, 
available at 


script division week to make 


sketches and 
cost to all 


Catalog 


monologs 


organizations~ who apply. 


currently contains 35 plays and 
sketches on subjects relating to the | 
war effort. New department is | 
headed by Esther Hawley, who au- | 
thored many of sketches which deal | 
with blood donations, bonds, infla- | 
Library also was made availtble 


handle distribution to armed forces. 
Several plays in the library were 
obtained by a contest sponsored by 


ATW. 
Only restriction placed upon these 


to Army special services which will | 


| plays is that they shall not be dupli- 


cated by groups in an area where 
ATW Victory players perform. Cur- 
rently ATW victory troupes play in 
New York, Philadelphia, Cleveland 
and Washington. Sketches in ATW 
catalog have keen tested in acting | 
versions. 

Performances by victory 
troupes now average almost two aj, 
During the first year of oper- | 

1942, only 83 performances | 
Last year the outfit did | 
355 shows Or nearly one a day. | 
Number is now virtually doubled. 


ations. 


Pan-American. Swann seeks $100,000 
‘for his wife’s death and $10,000 for 


' their generous efforts in hosting men 
| in the 


/a cocktail party at the Astor hotel 


| town. 


HUSBAND ASKS $110,000 
IN TAMARA’S DEATH 


Damages of $110,000 are sought by 
D. Swann, administrator of 
the estate of Tamara Swann, his 
wife. a singer, against Pan-Ameri- 


can Airways, Inc., as a result of 
Yankee Clipper crash at Lisbon a 
year ago in which she was killed. 


Suit was filed Friday (3) in N. Y. 
federal court, the third action filed 
by crash victims, all of whom were | 
on their way overseas to entertain 
American servicemen. 

Complaint charges improper han- 
dling of the plane by employees of 


loss of bacgage. 

Damages so far by other victims 
of the crash total more than $1,500,- 
000. Jeanne Rognan for “permanent” 
injuries, the death of her husband 
and dance partner, Roy, and bag- 
gage, asks $410,000. 

Another suit was recently filed by 
Jane Froman, singer, for $1,000,000 | 
and $10,000 for loss of baggage. Miss | 


| Froman’s suit is based on permanent | 


| 


injuries. 


| 


Wing Celebrates Anni 
Of Stage Door Canteen 


The American Theatre Wing 
stepped out last Thursday (2) to 
celebrate the second anniversary of 
the original Stage Door Canteen in| 


New York which it finances. At the 
Canteen, Mayor F. H. LaGuardia 
made an address, giving unstinted 


praise to people of the theatre for! 


service. He also was photo- 
graphed eating a piece of the birth- 
day cake, Lee Shubert was given a 
scroll in thanks for giving the 
quarters under the 44th Street the- 
atre to the Canteen rent free. 
Friday afternoon, the Wing had 


for Canteen committee people and 
representatives of other Canteens 
which the Wing launched out of 
Brock Pemberton spoke and} 
introduced the 16 “visiting firemen” | 
from five Canteens: Mrs. Osgood 
Perkins, Mrs. Malcolm French, Fred | 
Nerrett. Ed Richardson of Boston; 
Nicki Burnett, Helene Burnett, Lee | 
Rap of Cleveland; Eddie Burns, | 
Harry Ettling of San Francisco; Dr. | 
Albert Vernet, Edward Brander, | 
Mrs. Dehow. Mrs. Feldman of New-| 
ark: Mrs. Mary Holmes, Mrs. Inez| 
Buck Robinson, Carey Winston of | 


| Washington. 


Uncle Sams Callboard 


| +++ 
| 


| First WB Pitt Casualty 

| Pittsburgh, March 7. 

| First casualty among WB theatre 
employees here is Lt. Bobby Laux, 
f roaom employee. re- 


in action last week 


nrmer 


ported missing 


over Europe. Laux was a B-17 pilot} 


and went into nearly two 


years ago. 


service 


Bud Mayer, former WB manager, | 


appointed to OCS, in Air Force Ad- 


Set. Albert J, Redfoot, son of B. J. 
Redfoot, Windber and Central City 
won Distinguished Flying 
Cross for heroism in South Pacific. 

2 Par Men Lt.-Cols. 
Two former Paramount employees 


lieutenant-colonel in the Army. 
Norman E. Sprowl. 
representative for 
and Indianapolis 
Army, won first 


Par in Cincinnati 
prior to 
promotion. He 


Other is Lt.-Col. Joseph L. Mascalka, 
former accountant in 
now at Camp Adair, Ore. 


13 From Hollywood Inducted 
Hollywood, March 7. 

Uncle Sam last week registered 13 
from Hollywood’s set for the armed 
forces and two 4-Fs. Johnny John- 
| ston, Paramount singing actor, and 
Joe Lilley, musical arranger for the 
same studio, were rejected on their 
pre-induction physicals. 

Inductees are Alan Ladd. Red 
Skelton, Norris Goff, Tommy Riggs, 
Alvino Rey, Ralph Byrd, 
Storm, Art Raymond, Ivan Ditmars. 
Paul Pierce, Bernie Milligan. Ed- 
ward James and Reggie Lyons. 
| though they passed the pre-induction 


examination, they are not all ear-| 


| marked for uniform immediately, be- 


have been promoted from major to | 
advertising 


entering | 


homeoffice, | 


Preben , 


44444444464 


cause results may be appealed or 
studios may ask for deferments when 
| an actor is in the progress of making 
| a picture. 

Rob Erik Rolf, Co- 
|lumbia actors, were notified of their 
1-A standing as the week ended. 

| Frank Lattimore, screen actor, 
| Army. 


end 


Haymes 


P.A.s Feel the Pix Biz Should Now Take 
A Little Bow for Its Overseas Films 


+ 


Battlefront Preem 


U. S. Army Overseas Motion Pic- 
ture Service is arranging preem of 
“It Happened Tomorrow” (UA) in 
one of the South Pacific combat 
zones, ahead of any U. S. showing. 

War correspondents are scheduled | 
to cover the opening. 


They ’re Naming Babies 
After Nelson Eddy In 
Middle East; Big Boffo 


Teheran, Feb. 8. 


Big Three conference in 

Who the heck is Frank, 
Sinatra? Nelson Eddy caused more | 
excitement in Teheran per square 
inch than the Big Three, Women| 
are naming their babies after him. 
The theatre where his “Chocolate | 
Soldier” is playing at present has, 
been turning them away since open- 
ing day. Eddy probably has done 
more toward good will with the Rus- | 
sians in this area than all the diplo- 
mats in the business. 

Civilians have been pesiering 
everyone at headquarters for a 
chance to take in one of his con- 
certs. He played to more soldiers of | 
this Command than any other show, 


What 
Teheran? 


to date. And, too, he held them | 
spellbound in their seats. Tough, | 
hardened and tired railroad men, | 
truckers, and longshoremen who 


have been working night and day, 
delivering supplies to Russia, sat | 
through Eddy’s, selections and, when} 
he was finished, nearly brought the| 
house down. That's how it was at! 
every post, camp and_ station he| 
played. Naturally, he sang in per-| 
fect Russian. But, when the Rus-| 
sians themselves go crazy over the} 


way you sing one of their songs, | 
then you're in... there’s no ques- 
tion about that. 

And that’s the story of Nelson | 


Eddy in the Persian Gulf Command. | 
There were no girls in his show. No 
smutty gags. Just a straight, clean, 
smoothly run concert for which the 
entire Command is grateful. 

There’s nothing new other than 
that. Command is still functioning. 
We're getting the stuff through... 
and keeping on the ball. How are 
things along the Main Stem? 

Incidentally, I am mailing you 
under separate cover a copy of ‘= 


Dispatch, in which there is an 
editorial headed “Where Is Bing?” 
It pretty much expresses the senti- 
ments of all the men of the Com- 
mand, who are dying to get a look | 
at their favorite Groaner. 

CWO Joe Gans 


Army Film Chief Ends 


Coast GI Pix Huddles. 


Hollywood, March 7. | 
After parleys on the Coast with 
Army Air Forces film unit officers, | 


| George Irwin. radio 

| Navy. 

| Reggie 


rian, A 


director, 


Lyons, film 


my. 


process libra- 


Pvt. Veldman’s Purple Heart 


Pvt. Lyle Veldman, formerly with 
20th-Fox exchange, has been award- 
| ed the Purple Heart. 
| Jack Thompson, Paramount sales- 

man, Army. 

Raiph Ruben, 
Army. 

Rollo S. Vest, independent booker, 
| Army 


Globe 


theatre, 


Walter Bradley. Warfield theatre. 
| Army. 
A lhar Dattar “inom: 
Scotter, Cinema _ theatre, 
Navy 


Eddie Aaron's Brother to Army 

| Charle Aaron, for three years 
office for Metro in Kansas 
City, reported for Army duty at Ft. 
Leavenworth, Kans. 

He is brother of Eddie Aaron, in 
enarge of circuit sales for Metro’s 
| h.o.. and Virginia Aaron, company’s 
N. Y. exchange booker. 


manager 


PAR'S $2,067,000 IN BONDS 


Paramount” homeoffice 
changes in U. S. subscribed $2,067,- 
006 bonds in Fourth War 
Loan. This is exclusive of purchases 
made by Par theatre partners and 


| 
and 


total in 


@X- 


| Col. Charles B. Bubb, new head of | 
| motion picture services. is now back 
in Washington. 

Col. Bubb held conferences for 
two weeks with Col. Roy M. Jones, 
|; commanding officer of the AAF first 
| motion picture unit at Culver City, 
and Lt. Col. Owen Crump, produc- | 


| tion head, concerning film schedule 
for the next year. 


| L.A. to N.Y. | 

Edward Aaron. | 
Charles Boren. 

| Bradley. 

| Thornton Delahanty 

} Jay Dratler. 

Clifford C. Fischer, 

Fred Gabourie. 

Bonita Granville. 

Elia Kazan. 

Erick Wolfgang Korngold 

Jack Melvin, | 

Tess Michaels. 

Al Rockett. 

W. F. Rodgers, 

Leo Samuels, 

George Sidney. 

L. K. Sidney. 

Herbert Sorrell. 

Don Stauffer, 

David Sussman. 

D. T. Wayne. 

Perec Westmore. 


George 


Sam Bronston. 
Dorothy Hirsch. 


Hollywood studio or its personnel. 
Per exchanges accounted for 
$786,700 of total. | 


Therese Lewis. 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 


| tour 


Oscar Doob, head of Loew's The- 
atres advertising and publicity, last 
Friday (3) called a meeting of ad- 
vertising-publicity heads of all major 
companies at the Hotel Astor, N. Y, 
to outline plans for acquainting the 
public with the work done by, the 
film industry in getting 16 mm. films 
to the armed forces abroad. Major 
Jack Hubbell, head of the distribu- 
tion division of the Army Pictorial 
Service, addressed the meeting. 

While the film industry has hither- 
to avoided any undue publicity eme 
phasizing the extent of the job done, 
trade leaders now feel that their re- 
luctance to take a few bows and cor- 
rect some unwarranted criticism has 
not worked out too well either. 

One of the major problems con- 
fronting the industry and Army 
services is that the men in the armed 
forces have an insatiable appetite for 
motion pictures and that there are 
definite limits to the number of “A” 
pictures produced in any given vear. 

Felt that when a picture such as 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” reaches the 
front lines within four months after 
U. S. release that criticism because 
this and all other films do not reach 
combat areas before Broadway is not 
always justifiable. 

Industry reps believe that the full 
story, not necessarily a whitewash, 
of the operation should be told to the 
men overseas as well as the people at 
home. 

In some cases films can and are 
sent overseas ahead of U. S. show- 
ing. Randolph Scott, who returned 
last week from an 18,000-mile trek 
through the South Pacific for the 
Hollywood Victory Committee, re- 
ported that the industry’s gift films 
to the armed forces were “as up-to- 
date on the islands as anything on 
Hollywood Boulevard.” 

Scott stated that in many advanced 


_areas he frequently played on the 
| same bill with his latest pictures. “I 


was amazed,” he said, “on arriving 
at Bougainville to find that we were 
doing a personal appearance with 
‘Corvette K-225’ which was being 
released in the United States when 


| I left.’ 


Cowan and Wayne On 
S. Pacific Troop Trek 


Somewhere in Australia. 
Wayne, Republic star, is 
proving a click with troops at the 
front in this area. Wayne requested 
permit Major Lynn 
Cowan, in charge of 16 mm. pix, to 
with him on 


John 


officials to 


present assign- 
ment. 

Cowan and Wayne are doing a 
piano-patter act. Bill Bailey, Cow- 
an’s former vaude partner, is still a 


| prisoner in Jap hands, 


‘Contact’ Radio Troupe 


In Fla. Personals 

Key West, Fla., March 7. 
“Contact” company, 
won an 


which 
appearance on 


Te- 


cently the 


| Philco-“Variety” Hall of Fame as 


a tribute to the more than 100 con- 
secutive weeks it has staged its Ralf- 


| hour Army Air Corps radio show 
| out of.Miami Beach, is putting in 


a personal appearance at Army and 
Navy bases in this sector this week. 

Outfit does a one and three-quar- 
ter hour version of the air show 
(heard on WKAT, Miami), with an- 


nouncers, orch, sound-effects man, 
engineers, etc., on stage, just as 
though it were a broadcast. Both 


Army and Navy GIs are going for 
it strong, particularly in view of 
its professional polish—in contrast 
to some of the USO-Camp Shows 
units, which have a more or less 
sour rep in these parts. 


Legits Top in Dimes 

A new high ia the March of Dimes 
collections in legitimate theatres was 
registered, total being $47,196, which 
is being turned over to the Infantile 
Paralysis fund by Marcus Heiman 
on behalf of the League of New York 
Theatres. Collection last year totaled 
$32,484. 

Participating were 65 legiters in 
New York and out of town. Largest 
collection in the latter division was 
$3,100, credited to the National, 
Washington. Top on Broadway was 


$1,232, registered at the Majestic. 
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Industry Heads Discuss New Pact 
For 1A: Group Ins., Vacations, Ete. 


By ROY CHARTIER 

Film company executives, together | 
with studio labor representatives | 
who are in N. Y. to negotiate new! 
union contracts, met among them- 
selves yesterday (Tuesday) to pri- 
vately go over preliminary proposals 
relating to vacations and sickleave 
with pay as well as group insurance, 
discussed with them on Monday (6) 
by execs of the International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Employees. Coun- 
ter-proposals are likely to be made 
today (Wednesday), when producers | 
reconvene with IA bunch. | 
All of Monday (6) was consumed 
in discussing initial proposals of IA, 
which seeks a minimum one week, 
maximum -two weeks for all of 11! 
Jocals affiliated with the IA, plus! 
sickleave based upon years of sery-| 
ice. In this connection unions are 
étarting out by seeking minimum of | 
42 days a year. Question of some 
form of group insurance to cover 
studio union employees of IA unions 
also roughly discussed. Discussion 
as to wage scale is expected to await 


ironing out of working condition 
changes. 
Producer group at first session 


Monday (6) included Nick Schenck, 
president of Metro; Joe Vogel, v.p.; 
William Walsh and Fred Gabori, 
labor reps; Barney Balaban, Par 
president, and Charles Boren, studio 
manager; Joe Bernhard, general 
manager of Warner theatres: Frank 


Phelps, homeolfYice labor contract 
and Carroll Saxe, studio manager: 
W. C. Michel, 20th v.p.: Fred S. 


Mever and Vic Christiansen. repre- 
(Continued on page 18) 


UA Yens Showcase 
Spots Outside 


United Artists is shaping plans for 
acquiring picture houses in several 
different countries in various parts 
of the world for showcase purposes. 

Distrib organization, which has not 
operated theatres, is now figuring on 
controlling its own outlets in six or 


+ 


seven strategic foreign centers in 
order to ensure faster release and 
more favorable playing time for 
product in key territories. 

Walter Gould, UA foreign man- 
ager, is understood set to close! 


shortly for the first of the theatres 
under consideration. 

Overaii pian of operation is limited 
nine theatres, for the time 
being, all outside of the United 
States. In the domestic field, UA re- 
portedly has an operating arrange- 
ment for the Victoria theatre, New 
York. 

Move to obtain showcase repre- 
sentation in other countries is in line 
with operations of other majors who 
have acquired or are negotiating fo. 
theatres in key situations outside the 
A. 


to some 


3 RKO TOPPERS DRAW 
$104,000 YEARLY EACH 


Peter Rathvon, RKO Corp 
prexy, Ned E. Depinet, RKO Pictures 
chief, ana Charles W. 
veepee in charge of production at 

i $10 4.000 


Koei 
the 


StUGIG, Each are being paid 


yearly wages, according to a proxy 
statement sent stockholders of the 
corporation last week. 

tathvon has been upped fron 
$90,000; Depinet from $77,500 and 
Koerner from approximately $75,000 


per year. 


10 Rolling at Metro 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Metro hits its high peak in pro- 
duction for 1944 this week 
three features, “Mrs. Parkington.” 
Maisie Goes to Reno” and “The Pic- 
ture of Dorian Gray” are lined up 
before the cameras for the first time. 
Continuing in work are seven more 
—“Marriage Is a Private Affair.” 


when 


“Seventh Cross,” “National Velvet. 
“Meet Me in St. Louis.” “Gold Town.” 
“Secrets in the Dark” and “30 Sec- 
onds Over Tokyo.” 


Cycle 

Independent exhibitor tied up 
$350,000 in an independent pro- 
duction prior to arranging for a 
release; of this $210,000 is his 
own coin and the balance via 
loans. 

Following screening a major 
distrib turned thumbs down on 
a release, leaving the exhibitor 
with $350,000 still tied up and 
no immediate chance of liqui- 
dating. 

Discussing the indie’s situa- 
tion someone cracked, “Well, he 
made his money from Holly- 
wood and he’s giving it right 
back to Hollywood.” 


RKO Gross Tilts 
$13,000,000 


RKO Radio Pictures gross receipts 
during 1943 are estimated at close 
to $45,600,000, an increase of around 
$12,900,000 over 1942, with the net 
operating income (before taxes) of 
around $9,000,000, the highest ever 
recorded for the distribution-produc- 
tion phase of operations since RKO 


has been in existence. 
During 1942 the RKO film subsid | 
showed a gross of approximately 


$32,700.000, operating costs at $34.- 
900,000, and a loss of some $2,200,000. 

While gross income for the picture 
company jumped $12,900,000 during 
1943, operating costs increased by 
only .$1,700,000 to approximately 
$36.600,000. 

Understood that operating income 
the RKO Theatres operations 
for 1943 is close to $7.500.000 (before 
taxes), aS compared with around $4,- 
250.000 for the previous vear, 


Philly Exhibs Burn As 


Some Houses Snip War 
Message Off Newsreel 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Philly exhibs are on the warpath 
again. 
This time it’s not the distribs who 
are making them mad but it’s a 
small minority in their own ranks— 


from 


| the guys who, snip the war messages 


which are clipped ts the tag end of 

newsreels. 
With the 

the film division 


virtual elimination of 
of OWI. most of 
the Government’s messages anent 
scrap, fat salvage, etc., is placed 
the end of standard newsreels. 
Some misguided—if not tnpatri- 
exhibs, to save a couple of 
minutes running time, or to have ex- 
tra minute or two to clear the the- 
atve, have snipped off the message. 
Recent: check by several patriotic 
men in the industry showed that five 


al 


otic 


theatres of about 15 gandered had 
resorted to this trick. 
There have reports’ of 


squabbles between projectionists 


who in the main have been coopera- 


t ~ with the WAC’s program, and 
exhibs who want the messages elim- 
nated. One projectionist offered to 
vork gratis any overtime which 
might be caused by playing of war 
mMeCssaLles 


REPORT COE AS SETTLED 
WITH HAYS ORG. FOR 256 


Unconfirmed reports are that 
Charles Francis Coe, who served as 


| greater cost for product in the 


Industry leaders, surveying studio 


operations, report that no important 


producer today can make an %A” 
picture for less than $1,000,000 to 
$1,250,000, and that each such unit 


(film) actually costs from $1,000,000 
to $1.500,000 exclusive of print 
charges, according to worksheet fig- 
ures. While not considered critical, 
in view of current boxoffice condi- 
tions, the high cost of production 
still presents a delicate situation 
which company heads are watching 
closely in order to maintain a neces- 
sary balance in relation to 
potentialities. 

Metro is spending well over $50.,- 
000,000 and estimated as high as 
$52,000,000 in authoritative quarters, 
on production during the current 
calendar year on a schedule covering 
around 36 pictures. Understood that 
before the end of the year Metro 
will have at least 10 pictures in re- 
lease or completed with negative 
cost exceeding $2,000.000 each. 

“Kismet” (Technicolor) is running 


up cost of $2.750,000 to $3,000,000, 
While “Dragon Seed” is another 
negative which will represent 


around $3,000,000. “The White Cliffs” 
cost over $2,500,000; “The American 
Miracle” (which may be released as 
a special) went over the $2,000,000 
mark. Other high-budgeters com- 
pleted or in production are “Bathing 
Beauty” (formerly “Mr. Co-ed’), in 
Technicolor; “Meet Me in St. Louis” 
(Technicolor), “National Velvet” 
(Mickey Rooney-Technicolor}, ‘30 
Second Over Tokyo.” “Gaslight” and 
“The Seventh Cross.” 
Others High 

20th-Fox also has a_ production 
budget of some $40,000,000 originally 
figured to cover output of some 32 
pictures. Both Warners and Para- 
mount, the former with 19 or 20 pic- 


tures scheduled for release during 
the 1943-44 selling season and the 
latter with around 30, show an av- 


erage per-negative cost of $1,250,000 
and $1,000,000 respectively. In case 
of Paramount, this represents a 

“A” 
brackets because the budget of 
around $30,000,000 includes several 
Pine-Thomas productions which are 
budgeted at several hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

Par has close _ to 
wrapped in three negatives alone 
this year—“Lady In the Dark.” “For 
Whom the Bell Tolls” and “French- 
man’s Creek.” 


GRIFFIS’ BOUQUET TO 
H’WOOD’S WAR FILMS 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Producers participating in the film 
ar information 
program were told by Stanton Griffis 


industry's Ww screen 


| that these shorts have greater circu- 


|v.p. and general counsel for the 
Hays Office, is winding up the re- 
mainder of his term pact with the 
Motion Picture Producers and Dis- 
tributors of America at rate of 
$25,000 annually. Understood he is | 


on an inactive status until the ex- | 


piration of his contract. 


lation than commercial film 
the history of motion pictures. 
Griffis, OWI Motion Picture Bureau 
chief, lauded Hollywood's 
stressing creative work being done 
by the industry and output expected 


any 


for new program, which includes 26 
one-reelers and 26 newsreels. 

“We know we must have certai: 
number of pictures urging people to 
subscribe to something, some- 
thing, or do somett But apart 
fron t e three thi . there are 
countle er problen to be met 
In } aid 

He is a » trying to get several 
army-made filn for Inclusion in 
new pro ! stating 1f a picture is 
vood for the troops it is good for the 
public, providing it deals with a na- 


tional problem. 


Mayer in N. Y. Huddles 


B. and Howard 
Strickling are in New York from the 


Louis May el 


| 
| 


} 


market | 


$10,000,000 


Higher Admish Tax May Complicate 
Pix Deals: No Uniform Scale Boost 


Roadshow Anni 


Last Friday (3) marked the 
28th anniversary of a new, and 
at that time, revolutionary pol- 
icy in pictures which has since 
become trade-known widely as 
“the roadshow policy.” 

The anni is that of “Birth of a 
Nation,” which on March 3, 1915, 
opened a twice-daily run at $2.20 
top at the Liberty, N. Y., a pol- 
icy which was worked out by 
the late J. J. McCarthy. The pic- 
ture ran there for 44 weeks and 
through the years, including on 
reissue bookings, grossed around 
$12,000,000. It was D. W. Grif- 
fith’s first big picture. 

While there are still some 
prints in existence, they are 
pretty well shot and particularly 
“stringy.” 


U's Simplification 
Schedule Starts 


Universal took further step in its 
simplification’ program this. week 
with filing of registration statement 
vith Securities & Exchange Com. 
mission for $7,500,000 worth of 334°; 
sinking fund debentures, due 1959. 
Proceeds from sale will be used to 
prepay this month $5,035,000 face 
amount of secured notes outstanding 
and to redeem about April 
$1.983,000 of 5°), convertibjJe deben- 
tures. Latter are due April 1, 1950 
Remainder of net proceeds go 
general funds of company. 

Besides wiping out outstanding 
notes and taking care of 5‘) deben- 
tures for a single bond issue, U's 
latest move represents annual in- 
terest saving of upwards of $100,000. 

Dillon, Read & Co. will head group 
of underwriters, names of which and 
offering price to be supplied by 
amendment. 


Rank to Proceed With 
Plan for U. S. Distrib 


System, States Kelly 


While some proposals were re- 
ported under discussion for the re- 
lease of Two Cities product in the 
U. S. through the new Eagie-Lion 


| Films setup (Arthur W. Kelly), it is 


in | 


output, | 


understood that Alexander Galper- 
son (Two Cities rep), when in Amer- 
ica. was also dickering for a release 


+ While 


18 the | 


to } 


for several TC films through a) 
maior distributor. Two of the top 
TC pictures were, however, men- 
tioned as likely to be released 
through Eagle-Lion. 

It is understood that release of | 
product from Two Cities, in which 


J. Arthur Rank also has a large in- 
terest. will be discussed with Rank 
in England by Galperson and Bar- 
rington Gain, No. 2 man in the Rank 
organization. 


Vhile Gain, prior to his departure 


from New York to England, stated 
that setting up a distribution organ- 
zation in the U. S. did not appear 
feasible for the time being due to 


conditions, Kelly last week 


wartime 


stated there had been no change in 
Eagle-Lion plans for a_ releasing 
systen 

Kelly, who is in Hollywood, stated 
that while difficulties might be en- 
countered in some exchange areas, 


two major companies had offered 
Eagle-Lion physical’ distribution 
facilities. Kelly stated that Rank} 


planned to proceed with plans for 
establishment of a worldwide 
distribution organization for British 
films to which would be added 
American product amounting to 50% 


the 


| or more of total schedules. 


Coast, following stopover in Wash- 
ington. 

Maver is scheduled to sit in on} 
| confabs with Sir Alexander Korda. | 


Coe, when active, was reported re- | 


ceiving $50,000 per annum. His con- 
tract had about a year to run. 


Coe returned to his private law 
practise in Florida several months 
ago. 


regarding Metro production plans in 
England. 

Maver and Jack Potter, an aide, 
are slated to remain in N. Y. until 
March 19 while Strickling plans to 


‘return to the Coast March 12. 


Kelly Calls On MecNerny 
Hollywood, March 7, 
W. Kelly, who arrived 
here over the past weekend. said 
corrections were in the offing for 
certain statements concerning J. 
(Continued on page 54! 


Arthur 


theatre operators are at- 
to estimate the effect of 
the new April 1 admission tax rise 
on b.o. grosses, distribution heads of 
that it will 
complicate selling conditions. 

| Points at 
hibitors will 


tempting 


major companies fear 
issue are: 1. Many ex- 

find they cannot 
crease admission scales, will have to 
absorb the and thus contend 
they will not have as much money 


in- 
tax 
as formerly to pay for pictures. 2. 


Other exhibitors claim that the 
creased they 


in- 


tax, which intend to 


| charge, will likely reduce attendance 
} and thus automatically reduce reni- 
als. 3. 


some exhibitors absorb the tax while 


If, in any given territory, 


others pass it along to the public, 
distrib execs contend it will create 


a new problem in protection, 

Major distribution execs, antici- 
pating the admission tax rise, have 
for some time been trying to per- 
suade leading independent exhibitor 
organizations and representatives to 
establish a uniform policy towards 
the tax in individual exchange areas; 
all exhibs in specified areas would, 
if this plan is adopted, either absorb 
the tax or increase admissions. 

Meantime there is much powwow- 
ing among theatre chain operations 
in New York and other key cities, 
to map new admission scales. Some 
circuit executives feel that the 20°% 
tax tap will materially affect 
others don’t think it 
least after the first few days 

The optimists cite the tact that in 
day and age of free-spendaing 
| it’s not unusual for the best seats to 
go first, and ofttimes in these $1.65 
loge pews are customers who liter- 
ally don’t know how to behave; that 
the ushers must tell them it’s 
customary to remove their hats in a 
theatre. Also, it’s long since been 
noted, the new-rich are a motley 
crew who very evidently never even 
dared come to the downtown first- 
runs, much less buy the “best” seats 
in the house. 

Loew's points to the new record 
set at the Met, Brooklyn, over the 
weekend with “Guy Named Joe,” 
and the  valmost-record Paradise, 
Bronx. with the same pic. 

The theory of the 20° admis& tax, 


busi- 


+ 


will, at 


ness, 


is, 


'of course, is that the present 
| $200,.000,000 amusement tax yield 
| will be doubled, assuming business 


maintains an even keel. 


| Some circuits—also those on the 
optimistic side—feei that the “break- 


age” through evening-off admission 

prices (tax included) may give some 

theatres a slight mathematical ad- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Wurtzel Quits Fox: 
After 26 Years 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Sol M. Wurtzel, one of the pion- 
eers of the film industry, checks out 
of the 20th-Fox studio May 15 with 
the expiration of h executive pro- 
ducer contract. after 26 years with 
the company. dating back to Fox 
Films on the old Western avenue lot, 

After a short vacatior he expects 


to continue in rapacity 


till 


pictures 1m a 
ounced. 


PAR CLAIMS NEW HIGH, 
6,003 INDIE CONTRACTS 


In the first seven weeks of selling, 
Paramount has struck a new all-time 
high on independent contracts by 
closing 6.003 ‘n that period on iis 
third block of five for this season. 

i This is the highest attained that fast 
since the decree went into effect. 

The total number of indie accounts 

' sold so far this season, including the 
two prior blocks, is 22,706, as come 
pared with 18,689 for the initial three 
packayes of the prior (1942-43) se- 

| mester for the same period of selling. 
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For the best Black and 
White cinematography — to 
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not only 
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Our thanks also to Franz Werfel, Henry 
King, William Perlberg, William Goetz and 
all who contributed to the creation of this 
outstanding motion picture! 


but box-office honors 


29th! 


CENTURY-FOX 


= 

| | 

Fo ES 

| pete FER jON | 

Fo, th 
b 
EWy 


_10 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 8, 1914 


i Ruling Will Be Needed to Show 
: Which Pools Are to Be Broken Up... 


Studio Contracts 


Holly wood, March 7. 


Lefty Sees Warners’ Nora Bayes Pic, 
Which Brings Back Lotsa Memories 


By JOE LAURIE, JR. 


Cashin ‘signed for five 
: vears as fashion designer at 20th- 
The question of just what pools¢ Fox. : aa 
will have to be broken up and how, > «or ? | Clarice Chambers drew player 
| j under a new decree, if and when en- Goldwyn S Simone | ticket at Paramount. . 
tered. as well as what interpretation John Paxton inked scripter pact | 
will be laid upon leasing or special wyn at RKO. 
i} operating arrangements between con- | {lm rights to “Simone, ton eee’ | Edward H. Hammeras signed 4s | 
i senting companies where existent, | Wanger novel, scheduled as a Teresa | wameraman at 20th-Fox. 
i brings up the declaration in chain, | Wright starrer, ee. ' Lynn Watson, stage and radio 
4 distributor and legal circles that def- | Novel hits the bookstalls next ,actor, signed by International Pic- 
is jinite rulings will have be handed , month, tures, 
It is estimated authoritatively that | Other Story Buys : ~ | Writer pact with International Pic- 
Jess than 150 theatres throughout the , | tures, 
country are involved in pools. These David O. Selznick bought =f 


include out-and-out operating pools | 
for the purposes of product control, | 
or where two consenting Gistribs | 
lave minority interests in houses in- 
volved in pools. In addition, there 
xre some cases where operating | 
agreements exist such as the one in| 
Los Angeles, where Paramount con- 
tracts with Fanchon & Marco to op- 
erate its two houses there. This is 
not technically a pool but doubted 
as to how the Government will con- 
sider it. Also such odd arrange- 
ments as applying to the Midway, 
Forest Hills, L. I.. which is operated 
for two years by RKO and then two 
years by Skouras, the two alternat- | 
ing over those periods. 

While National Theatres has no 
pools in which other distributors are | 
involved, it has an odd arrangement | 
covering two Par-owned theatres in | 
San Francisco. The Fox-West Coas st | 
unit of National rents the geerichood: 
under lease from Paramount. paying | 
rent as well as participation in prof- | 
its. Whether or not this situation | 

| 


would be affected under the decree, 
} as it now Stands, arouses doubt in 
the minds of both National and Par 
execs. 


Other Complications 
; Also complicating the situation are | 
cases where two consenting com- 
i] panies are pooled with an independ- 
WP ent, aS occurs in numerous cities. 
} An industry higher-up, close to the 
decree, stated he presumed but could | 
not guarantee that if one distrib was | 
ah into the pool ahead of another, then | 
a he would take precedence in retain- | 
ing it with the indie, while the other 
would withdraw. Under the decree, 
the indies are not required to give 
i up pools although, if it’s with two | 
mitt decree distribs. then one of the lat- | 
AH ter must get out. 
Though something that awaits de 
cision, it is questioned what. will 
happen where two distribs and an 
indie framed a pool at the same time. 
Since neither one of the distributing 
companies precedence there. 
some plan will have to be worked | 
Hi out to decide who withdraws. even 
if it’s by the flip of a coin. The rela- 
tive value of theatres involved and 


| 
| 
| 


il investments may figure. of course. 
| While National (20th-Fox) has al- 

Ways avoided pools, being in terri- | 

tories not conflicting with other @is- 
tributing companies, and Loew’s has | 
; only a handful, Paramount, Warners | 
and RKO are involved in quite a 
; number, these three outfits consti- 
tuting the vast majority. This in- 


ti cludes with indies as well as 
other consenting distribs. 

Par and RKO are pooled together 
with the Schine circuit in both 
Rochester and Syracuse. N.Y. Par j 
\ also pooled three-wayvs with Warners 
i and Joe Cooper in Oklahoma City. 
while in Brooklyn 
a companies and Si Fabian are hooked 
up, with Fabian in charge of 
tion. In Philadelphia, WB and Par 
are together, no indie figuring there 
as a third party. WB and Par are also 
pooled in a two-way pool in Ham- 
mond, Ind. In New Orleans. while it 
may not be considered a pool, the 
it-Richards (Saenger) cir- 
cult is interested financially with 
Loew's in the State there. with 
Loew's in charge of operation. 

Still Others 

In addition to those already men- 
tioned in which it figures, WB is 
pooled with Loew’s in Pittsburgh. 
with RKO in Cleveland, Si 
Albany, and the eastern 
circuit in Jersey City, 
and Elizabeth, N. J. 
minor pool in 
4 Orange, N, 
indie. 

Aside from: Rochester and Syra- 
cuse. where pooled with Par and the | 
Schines, RKO is pooled with the 
Skouras circuit in four N. Y 
the Riverside, Nemo, 
Academy, as well as in Newark. In 
Los Angeles it is tied up with 
Rodney Pantages, who operates the 
Pantages and two RKO houses there. 


with 


opera- 


Jey 
Paramou 


Fabian in 
Hackensack 


Orange 
J., with 


and 
Moe Kridel, an 


Jefferson and 


In addition to Pittsburgh, where 
hooked up with WB, Loew’s is 


pooled with Par in Buffalo, Whether ' 


Sears by Paramount ot U Profits Up $953,000 
ne Ty $3.759.968 After 
Terneen Productions took an op- 


| Maude stage starrer. 
| 


| events, the German-American Front | 


| Russia Joseph E. Davies, 


the two WB-Par | 


Skouras |! 


WB also has a| 
East | 


. houses, | 


Life of Houdini,” owned for several 


tion on “Grumpy,” the old Cyril 


$10,100,447 Tax Bite 


Universal's net profit increased 
more than $953,000 in the company’s | 
fiscal year ending last Oct. 30 as) 
compared with the preceding fiscal | 
year, U's net after all charges in-| 


WB Claims Constitutional 
Right to Show Mad. Sq. cluding Federal income and excess | 
profits taxes amounted to $3,759,968 | 


Garden In Mission Suit 2 compared with $2,806,952 in the 


preceding fiscal year. This is equal | 
“ners swers riday 
Warners, to $6.57 per common share as against 
(3) t0 | $5.34 in the year before. 
Square Garden Corp. based on! J. Cheever Cowdin, board chair- | 
she « rep ‘as li w ise | « Aa 
of — ae af ry he ron ni annual report, cited that the tax bill 
sougn ismissal 1 c : inished fiscal 
| 100.447 in the just finishe ISCé 
the — it fails to state ba claim year, an average of $27,672 per day. 
oration charges that WB, | 'This is equivalent to $2,463 per em- 
re « yes } 
included two) ployee in U. S. and $17.66 for each | 
wi rags {common share outstanding at the 
close of the fiscal year. 
Universal's total income 


and American - Soviet Friendship | 


from} 


operations amounted to $46,527,527 as | 
| that “Mission, ased on DOOK) against $39,109,524 in the preceding | 
written by former Ambassador to} 


vear. Domestic revenue increased | 
permission | 46 to $29,112,013 while foreign rev- | 
is unrestricted and unconditional. lenue rose 24% to $17.234.200. Net | 

Under Federal and State rae | capital climbed from $14,229.423 to} 
tution, WB further alleges, it 'S | $16,094,906, the amount at the end} 
guaranteed the right to depict and lof the year. 


an ‘ 

represent those scenes, | Cowdin disclosed that the com- | 

Plaintiff seeks an accounting of pany is hopeful of concluding ne-| 
the film's profits. gotiations, now_ in 


progress, for vif, 

issue of debentures to refund cur-| 

‘MONO’S ODEON DEAL IN [rently existing debentures and bank | 
loans, Idea back of this is under-| 
CANADA: ROAD CO FEED stood to bulk all obligations under | 
a new debenture issue, with the sav- 

Toronto, March 7. 
W. Ray Johnston, Monogram prez, 


ing of interest charges in mind, 


acquire first-run outlets across 
Canada in a deal with Oscar Hanson, 


gm. of Odeon Theatres, which has Detroit, March 7 
over 60 houses in its ownership or} Acying more specific time on 
chain, ..., Clearance, the Krim theatre, op- 
Johnston is also here to confer | grated by Mac and Sol Krim in| 
with officials of the Royal Canadian | yighland Park. has filed suit for 
Mounted Police and Canadian Pacific arbitration here. The — brothers | 


Railways on cooperation in the film- 


as defendants in the suit three 
ing of three Monogram pictures with 


lame 


4 rs of the largest theatres in the same 
ja Canadian background. Detroit suburb: the Highland Park 
(Associated), the Palmer Park 


Road Company Banquet 
Detroit, March 7. 
Film Row here planned a nice 
banquet for W. Ray 
president of Monogram, 
with champagne, 


(Raymond Schreiber) and the 
Grand (‘operated by Sam Brown). 
The Krims ask a_ reduction in 
clearance substantially although the 
‘suit is brought on the basis that 
specific 


Johnston 
complete 
big steaks, etc.. last 


Friday night. His train was delayed | ¢ya6ts instead of the present clauses 
and so, finally, without the guest of by which the Krim theatre must | 
honor the boys polished off the play after the other houses without 
steaks, champagne, etc. a time limit being specified The 


Johnston settled Saturday for jus , 
Johnston settled Saturday for Just argument is that the 


becomes dependent on 
{whims of the other 
actual time clauses 
Engel Vice PT any unfair practices 
Hollywood, March 7. to clearance. 
| Harry Engel, former Coast man- 
ager for Broadcast Music, is the new 
casting director at Republic, succeed- | 
ing Bill Stevens who resigned. 
Herbert J. Yates, 


theatre 
the booking 
houses while 
would prevent 
from entering 


a lunch and a gab with a couple of 


the guys. 


Cowdin Again Questions 
Present High Biz Taxes 


Republic's chief 


Cheever Cowdin., 


chairman of 


exec, fetched Engel into the studio | Universal's board of directors. cited 
several months ago as a member of | the dangers of the current high tax 
the advisory council on production uation for film companie n his 
annual report to stockholders this, 
: ; , | week. He stated that when the wai 
or not it may be considered a pool. | ends, most companies will need can- 
Loew's and RKO are together in | tor impror ing their plants. re- 
Denver on an ownership arrange- placing machinery expand thet 
ment. RKO and Mort Singer have| parkets buying raw materials and 
operating arrangements covering | enlarging pavroll 4 well ; Dave 
Minneapolis and New Orleans, wit ing a reasonable return for the sav- 


Singer in charge. 
Several theatres of the 


Ings 


invested in the business. 


United But he pointed out that “existing 


Artists Theatre Circuit, not in any! excess profits taxes make it dif- | 
way affiliated -with UA, the dis- feult for companies to retain in 
tributing company, are under oper-' the business sufficient earnings 
ating or partnership agreements with | these nurposes. If taxes are con 
'decree companies. These include! e¢gtory. business will be lef 


|'with Loew’s in Pittsburgh, Para- the 


war with insufficient 
mount in Detroit, Balaban & Katz in 


continue full. operation and will. 
Chicago, Fox-West Coast in Los therefere. be unable to provide Rig: - 
Angeles and Evergreen Theatre cessary employment for many. 


also a part of the National Theatres 
setup, in Portland and Seattle. The 


important therefore that destri Bee ve 


taxes on a]! business enterprises be 
| Rivoli, N. Y., also a part of the UA early suppla nted by a constructive 
circuit, is controlled with Para- program which il] encourage dy- 
mount, a committee of both com- namic busiriess and provide full em- 


panies being in charge of operation | ployment in thie country.” 


| Nora and her 


'delphia as Jack Knuff. 


| copies. 


| worth and Bayes—-she 


_| ener fo open showase for KRIM BROS. SUE FOR 
ADDED CLEARANCE - 


clearance be set up in con- | 


to | 


Coolacres, Cal. 


Joe: 

Me and Aggie just saw a preview of Warner Bros.’ “Shine On Harvest 
Moon.” It's the picture version of the story of Nora Bayes and Jack 
Norworth. People will like it. Has some good songs, scenes and acting. 

Ann Sheridan as Nora Bayes turns in a swell job. She often looks like 
voice has that throaty quality—-somewhat like Nora's. Dennis 
Morgan, who plays Jack Norworth, gives a fine performance, although he 
doesn't look anything like Jack, nor does he sing like him. But I found 
out that doesn’t count in pictures. Jack Carson, as a vaudeville magician, 
assisted by Marie Wilson as his goofy helper, does fine, and S. Z. Sakai}, 
a great character comedian, plays the part of a manager that reminds me 
a lot of Max Fabish, the old Orpheum manager in Denver. The picture 
finishes with a lavish production number of “Shine On Harvest Moon” 
that even Ziegfeld would have said “Ahhh” to. It’s ail good entertain- 
ment. I liked it, but watching it kinda brought back many memories of 
our old friends, Bayes and Norworth, the greatest man and woman singing 
act in all show business. They have been copied—but never duplicated, 
It can't be done. 

I thought vou might be interested to know something about these two 
great artists. Nora Bayes was born in Milwaukee as Eleanor Goldberg, 
She was married five times; her first husband was C. A. Cressing (an un- 
dertaker): her second, Jack Norworth; then came Harry Clark, Arthur 
Gordoni and Ben Friedlander. The first and last were non-professionals; 
the others were all singers who assisted in her acts. Nora was discovered 
by Al Fields (Fields and Lewis), and she soon became a headliner and 
one of the stage’s great personalities. Jack Norworth was born in Phila- 
He started as a blackface single. His first song 
“Holding Hands”; his next, “Honey Boy,’ which sold over 2,000,000 
He also wrote the baseball anthem, “Take Me Out to the Ball 
Game.” Jack has been married four times: his first wife was Louise 
Dresser, then came Nora, followed by Ethel Johnson (non-professional) and 
his present wife, Emma Adelphi. 

Jack was doing his famous “College Boy” act when he met Nora. It 
was love at first sight. They became partners in 1906. They never were 
teamed with anyone before. Nora went into the 1907 “Ziegfeld Follies” 
on the N. Y. Roof, and Jack joined the show five weeks later. It was in 
the 1908 ‘Follies’ on the N. Y. Roof that Norworth and Bayes first sang 
“Shine On Harvest Moon.” Jack got the idea while riding in the subway. 
He wondered why there weren't any moon songs around, and oe 
songs go in cycles, he thought he'd write one. Ziggy gave it a specia 
drop. It was a clean, unpretentious song, and the way Nora and Jack 
sang it made it a hit They opened in the second “Follies” but only stayed 
two weeks and quit. They played vaudeville, shows and were very happy. 
In fact. the billing read, “Nora Bayes, assisted and admired by Jack 
Norworth.” The last song they sang together before the splitup in 1912 
was “I'm Crazy About Somebody and That Somebody’s You.” 

They both then went back to their single acts. Pinkerton, the famous 
detective, who was a great pal of theirs, tried hard to keep them from 
splitting. His explanation was, “I enjoy your act so much I want to keep 
seeing it, so please don't split.” They were the highest-priced singing 
act in show business. 

Dave Stamper, now the noted composer, first started playing piano for 
Bayes and Nor worth, and he was made up like a Jap. In later years he 
appeared in “plain face.” Harry Akst, now a popular songwriter, play ed 
for Nora for years; so did Edmund Goulding, now a big picture producer 
and director, George Gershwin came on to Chicago to play for her and 
lasted two weeks. Nora neariy always had a juvenile assist her, singing 
solos while she made changes: also singing duets with her. Not a la Nor- 
was too smart for that. Irving Fisher, of “Follies” 
fame. worked with Nora for a long time. Harry Clark and Arthur Gerdoni 
also worked with her while they were her husbands. 

While she was playing the 39th St. theatre with her own intimate revue 
‘alled “Songs We Love,” George M. Cohan went backstage and told her 
1e had just written a new song. He wanted her to put it on. He didn't 
know if it was any good. The next night Nora sang the verse and Irvin 
Fisher, in a soldier's uniform, did the chorus, then they both 
a few more choruses. It was a big hit and Nora used it in vaudeville for a 
long time. The song was “Over There.” She also made Bill McKenna’s 
“Has Anybody Here Seen Kelly?” famous, 

Nora had a swell sense of humor. She also was plenty temperamental. 
| While in the Cohan Revue of 1918 she got a fit of temperament at re- 
hearsal. George M., the producer, was sitting out front and watched her 


Was 


| song, 


rave and rant. He walked to the footlights and said, “Listen, Nora, } 
think I'll turn into an actor and get temperamental, too.” Nora, with her 


ready wit, said, 


“Do it if you want to, but I won't turn into a producer and 
pay you for 


being that way.” 

When on the road she always reserved four or five suites to take care of 
“her people.” She was very liberal. It was Nora who bi ought Cissie 
Loftus to America and bankrolled her until she got started. 

When Nora Bayes closed in the Cohan Revue she was offered a vaude 
route at $2,000 a week. She turned it down and took her gang on a tour 
of army camps, giving an hour and a half show for the boys and hare 


all her own expenses. She was a great friend of Woodrow Wilson, who 
liked show people and would never miss a Friday night in his box at 
Keith's Washington while he was President. . 


When Nora became fatally ill she kept alive 
will power. For over three years she 
She went “upstairs” on March 19, 1928. 
be opened and her body is still in the receiving vault at Woodlawn: it 
never has been buried, After her debis were paid she left no money, 
but she did leave millions of friends and admirers, A great artist, a great 
woman and @e great friend. 

You won't see any of these things in the picture, but you'll enjoy it 
nevertheless, That's why I say maybe Warners could get Jack Norworth, 
who is now in Hollywood with his miniature collection and gift shop, te 
vrite a sequel to “Shine On Harvest Moon.” He could do it. Sez 

Your pal, 


just by her tremendous 
lived on peanuts and coffee only. 
The casket was never allowed 10 


Lefty. 


‘They’re Neither Too Young 
Nor Too Old for Films 


Hollywood, Mareh 7. 
As a reservoir of future talent, 
bia. RKO has built up a stock roster of 


_ Briskin’s New Col. Deal 


Hollywood, March 7. | 
Irving 


three-year 


Briskin has signed a new 


producer deal at Colum- 


| 80 players, 50 youngsters from 
Leaves for Ne w York maaeeh 16 to /schools and little theatres, and 30 

| view shows and scout material. oldsters of screen and stage. 
| Bryant Washburn, Frank Mayo, 
_Lawrence Wheat and Russell Hop- 


ton are among the oldtimers. 


| Robt. Lewis’ Dual Deal 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Metro handed Robert Lewis a two- 
ply contract as actor and director. 
Former stage director on Broad- 
way. Lewis recently played a char- 
acter role in “Dragon Seed” on the 
j Culver City lot. 


‘Touhy’ Pic OK Now 


| 

ne Hollywood, March 7. 

“| 20th-Fox is finally releasing “Roger | 
Touhy—Gangster” after 

ordered by the FBI, 
Picture 

ae but held up for a clean bill. 


many re- 
takes, 


was finished six months 
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KIDS’ FILM TASTES 


+ 


WPB Will Even Arrange Gov't Coin 


For New Cinemas in War Cities 


Washington, March 7. 


War Production Board, anxious fo 
receive applications for new film 
houses for war-crowded sections, 
may even go to the extent of arrang- 
ing government financing of tem- 
porary projects in a pinch. This as- 
sumes that the theatre is really 
needed to provide recreation for war 
workers, and that an experienced 
operator will apply to manage the 
house. 

One of the most troublesome spots 
in the country, at present, is the 
San Francisco Bay area, crammed 
with tens of thousands of shipyard 


workers who refuse to stay on the | 


job because of the lack of recrea- 
tional facilities. 

George W. McMurphey, chief of the 
recreation and amusement section of 
the WPB Office of Civilian Require- 
ments, has announced this list of 
communities in the area where new 
motion picture theatres are needed: 
Alameda, Albany, Berkeley, Liver- 
more, Oakland, Pleasanton, Rich- 
mond (four theatres); Napa, San 
Bruno, Venicia and Vallejo. 


‘Tell More About Show 
Biz’s War Effort,’ Says 


Blumberg; Sees Big B.0, 


| Lover of the films in your old man’s 


Lauding the film industry for its} 


great work in the war effort, not| time. is 
only in the Fourth War Loan drive| Of our elder 


‘New Faces’ for Rep. 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Republic will make a film version 
of “New Faces,” Leonard Sillman’s 
stage revue slated to open late this 
month in San Francisco, 

Sillman has reported on the Re- 
public lot to make arrangements for 
the screenplay. Stage cast is topped 
by four femmes, Joan Carroll, Joy 
Presser, Betsy Beaton and Patricia 
Van Cleve Lake. 


Old Idols Dusted Off 
For History-Maker 
Roles in ‘Wilson’ Pic 


Hollywood, March 7 

History gets a two-way revival, 
politically and dramatically, in 
Darryl F. Zanuck’s 20th-Fox produc- 
tion, “Wilson,” with a flock of dimly 
recalled statesmen of the World War 
I era played by film names that once 
lit up the nation’s marquees. lf- 
forgotten screen biggies of bygone 
days are cast in bit roles and walk- 
on parts representing rugged indi- 
vidualists of the half-remembered 
past. 

Francis 


X. Bushman, the Great 
playing Bernard Baruch, one 
statesmen, still potent 
but not as young as he used to be. 


Bushman’s old stage director, Gus 


| Glassmire, enacts the role of Thomas 


but in the recent March of Dimes 
campaign and current Red Cross 
drive, Nate Blumberg, Universal 
prexy, last week forecast that if 
hostilities ceased tomorrow the in- | 
dustry would continue as a great 


business for the next five years. 

“It took a war and various drives 
to make folks of the industry really 
know each other,” Blumberg stated, 
hinting that improved public rela- 
tions could even be heightened by 
telling the world more about show 
business’ part in the war effort. He 
praised Joe Schoenfeld’s “Soldiers in 
Greasepaint” article as being the fin- 
est thing along these lines ever 
written. Blumberg said this article, 
by an ex-“Variety” mugg, is incorp- 
orated into “Follow the Boys,” form- 
erly known as “Three Cheers for the 
Boys,” which Universal is just com- 
pleting. This, he said, covers all seg- 
ments of the show biz at war being 
“show business’ tribute to show 
business.” He described the film as 
being based on the Victory Com- 
mittee’s activities with stress on the 
vaudeville angle of show biz. Blum- 
berg felt that this picture, the most 
expensive U ever made, “should be 
shown by every exhibitor if for no 
other reason than that it does the’ 
industry proud.” 

Blumberg felt that actors both in| 
four-a-day shows and legit are over- 
looked excepting by show business 
itself although they are unstinting in 
helping other benefits. 

Universal will deliver its promised 
1943-44 program in full excepting 
three Abbott-Costello features, 
Blumberg forecast that one of these 
may be compléted in time for this 
season’s schedule. The Abbott & 
Costello team start work 
U's studio June 12, for the first time 
since Lou Costello’s illness last year. 


Rockett Returns to Films 
Via U After Decade Out 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Al Rockett, former producer for 
First National and 20th-Fox, returns 
to active film work, after a lapse of 
10 years, as associate producer on 
Charles Feldman’s picture, “Follow 
the Boys,” at Universal. 

In recent months Rockett has been 
associated with the Feldman-Blum 
agency. 


Clurman’s RKO Pact 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Harold Clurman signed a three- 
ply film contract as producer, di-: 
rector and writer at RKO. 
He's a founder of the Group The-. 
atre, N.Y. 


| fame through 


and |} 


again at} 


the v-p who achieved 
his campaign for a 
nickel cigar. Malcolm St. 
now a director and once a film 
is cast as the Crown Prince 
of Germany. George Melford, ace 
director of mute pictures, is seen as 
Joshua Alexander. secretary of com- 
merce in the Wilson regime. Matt 


R. Marshall, 


good 
Clair, 
comic, 


Moore, brother of Tom and Owen, 
who starred in the silents, is Albert 
Ss. Burleson, postmaster-general. 


Frank Mayo, hero of many an epi- 
sode in Griffith Park filming days, is 
James McReynolds, attorney-general. 
George Anderson Broadway star 
when Bushman was a juvenile, is 
David F. Houston, secretary of agri- 
culture. 

Among the U. S. 
Wilsonian administration are Wil- 
liam Desmond, he-man of the early 
outdoor cycle; Stuart Holmes, heavy 
in “The Four Horsemen”; George 
Lessey, one of the leading heart- 


senators of the 


throbs when films flickered without | 


voice: and Gibson Gowland, who 
starred in Erich von Stroheim’s 
super-duper production, “Greed. 


SEVERAL POLITICAL 


SURPRISES IN H’WOOD 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Presidential and overseas 
having moved elections up this year, 
California nominations closed Tues- 
day (7) with several surprises. One 
was the filing of Hal Styles, radio 
commentator, for the 15th Congres- 
sional District, 
lywood sector 
by Congressman 
bears no particular 
biz or pix. 

Another upset was the quitting of 
Congressman Will Rogers, Jr., of the 
Beverly Hills district, in order to re- 
turn to the Army 


represented for years 
John Costello, who 
love for show 


Unity committee, having Hattie 
McDaniel of the Screen Actors 
Guild; Trixie Friganza, representing 
vaude; Norvall Crutcher of IATSE; | 
Sheridan Gihney of the Screen 


Writers, and Philip M. Connelly, sec- 
retary of the state CIO, held a meet- 
ing Monday (6) in the Ambassador 
hotel for the purpose of getting the 
industry support 
Frank Scully, Democratic leader of 
the old 57th, also got in a pitch. 


DEL RUTH’S NEW DEAL 


Hollywood, March 7. 


Metro handed Roy Del Ruth a new 


director's contract. 
under which 


seven-year 
Old pact. 


had been working for three years, | 
was scrapped. 


voting | 


which is an old Hol- | 


to back Styles. | 


Del Ruth} 


By JAMES S. POOLER 


Detroit, March 7. 

Some remarkable pix-going habits 
of the nation’s kids, particularly in 
the differences between city and 
country kids, have been uncovered 
by Edward Marquardt, of Free Soil, 
Mich., who has completed an exten- 
sive survey of youth's film attend- 
ance and preference. 

The survey produced such odd re- 
sults as that all kids like double- 
features until they start reaching the 
senior year in high school, when they 
are more inclined to settle for one; 
that the bulk of both farm and city 
kids like Technicolor films as com- 
pared to ordinary ones; and that 
most kids are going to the pix houses 
on a weekly basis—some as often as 
three shows a week—to bulk impor- 
tantly as the nation’s best filmgoers. 
Marquardt made the survey in con- 
nection with the current interest in 
juvenile delinquency and as a basis 
for pointing out the vast importance 
of the.motion pictures as an educa- 
tional factor which he is inclined to 
place on an equal footing with the 
schools. 

While there are differences among 
the lower grades he made important 
findings on how kids decide upon the 
shows they will attend, with “word- 
of-mouth” highly important and par- 
ents as a guide a minor factor. 

Here are his findings among se- 
niors in high school: 


Why Did You Select the Picture 
You Saw? 


Friends said it was good........ 
Parents urged to gttend........ 1.5 


Read reviews in magazines... 9.5 
Read ads in the newspapers... 12.2 
Liked the previews.......... 
Notiing else to do... 
5.9 
Picture from book they liked., 11.4 


Heard picture was educational... 7.5 
Picture was about hobbies...... 
Favorite stars in picture........ 

The survey also produced some 
odd differences between city and 
| farm kids on the type of films they 
| liked. These again are among senior 
students in high schools: 


Farm City 
Percent. 

13.0 14.1 
Westerns. 4.5 7.0 
Comedies . 20.0 25.6 
| Historical ............ 3.0 a0 
Romance ......... 195 11.6 
| AGVENUTS 11.2 6.2 
| Famous people..... ae 3.5 
| Here were the comparative find- 
| ings between urban and country kids 

| on their picture-going habits: 

9th Grade 

Farm City 
P.C. Pc; 
a week. .42.2 One a week. .29.0 
Two a week.. 4.7 Twoa week. .15.4 


| One a month. 28.1 
| Two a month.25.0 

Two a month.11.0 
12th Grade 


| 


° WASH. LOOKS TO MORE 


- |} town theatres, is 


Three a week.12.5 | 
One a month.32.1 | 
| bert-Garrick and the National, 


|older, and the Army wants men un- 
| der 26 


| tion. 


Plosans Plans to Put More Pix On 
Market; M-G Mulls 40 Instead of 36 


‘Went Away’ for Music Hall 


“Since You Went Away,” David | 
O. Selznick production to be released 
by United Artists, is slated for a late 
April or early May booking at Radio 
City Music Hall, N. Y. 

Film, with cast including Claudette 


Colbert, Jennifer Jones, Shirley 
Temple, is now going through final 


editing at Coast studio. 


Show Biz Manpower 
Woes Seen on Upbeat; 


+ Metro is reported mulling plans to 


increase the number of M-G pictures 

to be released during the 1943-44 sea. 
|son from the scheduled 36 to 40 pic- 
tures. Such a move. if followed 
through, would indicate that the 
motion picture market is now being 
; surveyed regarding its position to 
absorb more product. There is a 
possibility that the proposal to put 
more film on the market is also 
linked with stabilizing inventories 
which are at high levels with all 
major companies, 

While decision been 
reached, it is reported that Metro 
distribution toppers have discussed 
the plan to boost the release schedule 
although it may eventually be 


Tighter Manning Tables 


Washington, March 7. 

Manpower situation in show busi- | 
ness will get even tougher than most | 
people now expect, in the opinion 
of Claude R. Collins, War Activities 
Committee newsreel coordinator, 
who has been handling manpower 
cases here for the film business. 

Collins pointed out that several | 
states have already started to wipe 
out current manning tables and sub- 
stitute new ones which will be much | 
tighter. This means that temporary 
deferments guaranteed under the 
present tables in many instances | 
will be cancelled before they have | 
run their full time. Several branch- 
es of showbiz are still operating 
under manning tables. 

Another matter believed by Col- 
lins to be slated for the discard is 
the local essential rating. Many the- 
atres have saved their managers, 
asst. mgrs., and projectionists under 
local essential classifications. 

Hollywood should not be hit too 
hard, so far as its technicians are 
concerned. These men are generally | 


years if possible. 


BUILDING IN POST-WAR 


Washington, March 7. 
Today Washington is woefully un- 
derseated in the downtown area. 
There has been no new construction 
of amusement shrines for four years. | 


| Garfield Kass, who plans a chain of 


at least 20 neighborhood and down- 
basing his hopes on 
the assumption that Washington has 
enjoyed a normal growth in popula- 
and that this overstuffed city 
will retain the newcomers long after | 
the peace delegates sit. around the 
conference table. 

Certainly there wil] be another 
legitimate theatre in the downtown 
area when the little and big nations 


solve their problems at the peace 
table. The Shuberts have canvassed | 
the city, even looked over the Atlas 


theatre in the northwest section, as a | 
new playhouse site. In World War 
I Washington had four legitimate | 
stages, Poli’s, the Belasco, the Shu- | 
with 


one-half the population residing here 


Loew-Metro in New York, in a 
;couple of weeks, will have a new 
projection room, plus a commissary 


ter is a departure. 


Farm City 
P.C. 
One a week. .46.4 One a week. .59.0 
Two a week... 7.3. Twoa week..13.0 
Three a week. 5.3. Three a week.17.0 
One a month.18.0 One a month.11.0 | 
Two a month.23.0 Two a month 
The survey on the double featur 
versus the single showed kids are 
pretty much inclined to take as much 
they can get: 
9th Grade 
Farm City 
Percent 
| Double features....... 67.6 67.9 
Single features....... 32. 32.1 
12th Grade 
Farm City 
Percent. 
Double features...... 51.5 51.4 
Single features....... 48.5 48.6 | 
The similarity of tendency on 


double bills was the one place where 
both country and city kids showed 
marked similarity in likes. 

On color films the general opinion 
was: 


Farm City 
Percent. 
Technicolor .......... 64.0 


{Ordinary S60 


| 
at present. It also had Keith’s pre- | 
senting vaudeville to packed houses | 
all times. Today it has one legit | 
age, the National; with attractions | 
fighting to get a week here and lush 
profits 


Loew’s New Home- Office 
Pvt. Cinema, Commissary 


for the home-office executives. 


re fused to deal with the 


| by the Big Five, 
| all-but 


abandoned. Should the proposal be 


; adopted the schedule would include, 


as one of the additional pictures, 
“Tunisian Victory,” which was filmed 
by the British and American Army 
film units overseas. “The American 
Miracle,” which has been discussed 
as a possible special to be offered 
singly, would also figure in the higher 
total. 

There is no indication as yet from 
other majors of a move to increase 
the number of releases for 1943-44 
although Warners, which has in re- 
serve some 20 pictures completed or 
in cutting rooms, has all along an- 
nounced a preparedness policy so as 
to be in a position to sell more pic- 


tures as soon as the market is con- 


sidered ready to absorb more prod- 
uct. WB has so far released 12 pice 
tures, has two slated tor April, and, 


from accounts, figures on releasing 
five or six more from May through 
August 


20th-Fox has so far released 22, in- 
cluding four reissues, plans one more 
in March, two in April, two or three 
in May, a similar number in June, 
and possibly three or four in July. 
Total of 32, exclusive of reissues and 
one British film. is scheduled. 

Paramount, with around 30 pic- 
tures scheduled for release and a 
backlog of about 18, RKO with 40, 
Universal and Columbia with con- 
siderably larger schedules, have so 
far given no intimation of upping 
their schedules. United Artists plans, 
of course, are dependent upon activie 
ties of individual producers. 


STUDIO COPS’ BEEF 
AGAINST COLUMBIA 


Hollywood, March 7 
Ted Camp, yopresentst ive of the 
| Studio Police & Firemen’s Local 193, 


| has filed a petition with Central La- 


bor Council asking that Columbia 
studio be placed on labor’s unfair 
list. Camp charges the studio has 
union which 

; bargaining agent for more than 90 
Columbi a employees 

National Labor Board election is 
now being by at 


‘D. J. Readies Decree 


Demands; More Info 
Washington, March 7. 

Assistant Attorney General Tom C. 

Clark is getting ready to move again 


| in the Big Five motion picture cone 


sent decree case. For some time, 
Clark has been gathering informa- 
tion from the various indie gro ips 
regarding the decree proposals made 
and has heard from 
two groups of independent 


exhibitors. 


Clark said if their suggestions 
were not in his hands within the 
next few days, he will go ahead 


without them. He hopes to be in a 
position to state the Justice Depart- 


Metro execs screen product so 


often at midday that almost all sub- | 
from | 
hence the} 


sist on coffee-and-sandwiches 
a downstairs drugstore, 
need for the new eating facilities. 
Enlarged projection room will be 
where it is now, on the 18th floor 
of the Loew’s State Theatre bldg., 
but upped from 25 to 67 seats, with 
the dining room right next to it. 


Heretofore one walked from the 17th 
| floor up to the 18th story, but the 


56.0 | elevators 
44.0 up another floor. 


also have been extended 


ment’s final demands within the next 
two weeks. 

Case has now dragged out about 
two months longer than Clark estie 
mated last fall, and there is little 
likelihood he will consent to further 
delays, 


FRANKLYN UPPED 
Hollywood, March 7. 

Leon Fromkess. production chief of 

PRC, upped Irwin Franklyn from @ 

writer to an associate producer, 
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MICHAEL CURTIZ 
‘CASABLANCA’ 


‘BEST FILM 
EDITING 
| GEORGE Amy 


Bis, 


Bros. Jack L. Warner, Executive Praducer) 


“COMBINING GOOD CITIZENSHIP WITH GOOD PICTURE MAKING” 


(N.Y. Times) 
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Going My Way 
(SONGS) 
Los Angeles, Feb. 26. 


Paramount release ol leo MeCarey proe 
= rs Ling Crosby; beatures Kise 
Sievens Directed hy MeCarcy > reenplay, | 
Ruther and Prank Cyvett amera, 
at 1 Lindon; editor Leroy Stone; senegs, | 
Burke in James Van Heusen, 


i ir shown in I A, Feb, 2, “44 Running } 


126 MENS, 


] } ehuck Malles Ring Crosby 
! ‘ . 2 
at] tarry Pitzgerata 
! s Gene Lockhart 
Jean tleather 
Frank McHugh 
..bFortu o Bonar 
‘ 
A bon li 


sets tailor-made 
in “Going My Way,” and with 
assistance from Barry Fitz- 
serald and Rise Stevens, clicks sol- 
idly to provide topnotch entertain- | 
ment for wide audience appeal. Pic- 
ture will hit hefty biz on all book- 
ings. 
- The overlong 126 minutes contain 
many episodes which could be de- 
leted for more compactness. Despite 
this drawback, however, picture is a 
warm. human drama studded liberal- | 
ly with bright episodes and excellent 
characterizations accentuated by fine 
direction of Leo McCarey. Intimate | 
scenes between Crosby and Fitz- | 
gerald dominate throughout, with 


Bing Crosby 
role 
major 


both providing slick characteriza- 
tions. 
Crosby plays a young priest in- 


terested in athletics and music who's 
assigned as assistant to crusty Fitz- 
gerald in an eastside church saddled 


with burdensome mortgage that | 
might be foreclosed by grasping | 
Gene Lockhart. Progressive youth 


and staid oldster clash continually, | 
but Crosby gradually bends Fitz- 
serald to his way. Crosby gets the 
Tough kids of the neighborhood to 
organize a choir through smattering 
of athletics, ballgames and shows, 
does the usual round of kindly deeds 
in blithesome manner and eventu- 
ally sells a song to pay the church 


}ning a 


|}on the adaptation of Erwin Gelsey’s 


sistently-paced direction by Charles 
Vidor, and taking fullest advantage 
of the technical contributions. 

Plot is neatly concocted to get over 
idea of sudden rise to theatrical fame 
of Miss Hayworth as result of win- 
Cover Gir! contest. Kelly, 
operating the modest Brooklyn night- 
spot where he stages the floorshows, 
s in love with Miss Hayworth, a 
dancer. Latter wins the contest to 
give the room immediate fame with 
the upper-crust customers from Man- 
hattan. Otto Kruger, responsible for 


her prominence, had youthful ro- 
manee with her grandmother when 
latter was an entertainer 40 years 


previously at Tony Pastor's, and fig- 
ures she should be lifted out of the 
lowly nightspot to a Broadway show 
Result is break between the girl and 
Kelly when latter stubbornly blows | 
off steam. Miss Hayworth joins | 
Broadway revue produced by Lee 
Bowman, latter eventually proposing 
marriage. But he's deserted at the 
altar as she returns to Kelly and | 
helps him resume operation of the | 
night club. which had been closed | 
when she left the show. 

Dance sequences spotlighting the | 
terping abilities of both Miss Hay- | 
worth and Kelly are expertly staged. 
Kelly devised his own routines for | 
the picture. and one—a synchronized 
dance with his inner conscience in a } 
dead-end street—is one of the top 
performances of its type ever to be 
s ‘eened. 

Score by Jerome Kern and Ira 
Gershwin. comprising seven tunes, is 
of high calibre. “Make Way for 
Tomorrow” has a good chance for 
pop attention. 

Charles Vidor hits major league 
status for his paceful direction of a | 
standout entertainment - filled 
filmusical, Virginia Van Upp rates | 
attention for the compact and neatly- | 
blended screenplay, Marion Parson- 
net and Paul Gangelin did a good job 


as | 
original, and uncredited executive 


| producer Sidney Buchman deserves 


| 
| 
kudos for assemblange of the talent | 
and general setup. Valt. | 
| 

| 

| 


Hour Before the Dawn 


Miniature Reviews 


“Going My Way” (Par) 
(Songs). Bing Crosby starrer 
due for hefty profit and hold- 


overs in regular runs. 

“Cover Girl” (Musical; Color) 
(Col). Rita Hayworth and Gene 
Kelly in socko filmusical. 

“The Hour Before the Dawn” 


(Par). Familiar tale of Nazi 
spies in nEgland. 

“The Falcon Out West" 
(RKO). Standard whodunit in 


Falcon series; strong support for 
program houses. 

‘Hat Check Honey” (U) (Mu- 
sical). Lightweight but okay for 
dual support. 

“Career Girl” (PRC). Frances 
Langford in weak story with 
theatrical pretensions; for the 
lower duals. 

“Vocdoo Man” (Mono). Pro- 
grammer in approved thriller 
stvle, starring Bela Lugosi. 

“Trail of Terror” (PRC). 
Headed for good response among 
western devotees. 


for protection. Yarn spends much 
footage explaining the grooving of 
his family into the war effort. it 
weaves wearisome episodes of Miss 
Lake working for the enemy, at- 
tempts to get Tone to front for the 
agents in peace campaign and finally 
sees unmasking of the wife after a 
German air blitz of the countryside 
in attempt to knock out a secret 
airfield. Tone then proceeds to kill 
his wife and joins the air force for 
fadeout. 


Direction by Frank Tuttle adds 
nothing. Tone and Miss Lake are 
lustreless. Henry Stephenson rises | 


slightly above the poor material as 
best of the supporting cast. Walt. 


The Faleeon Out West 
Hollywood, March 3. 


RKO release ef Maurice Geraghty 


praduce 


tion. Stars Tom Cogway. Yirected il- 
mortgage. Los Angeles, Feb. 25. lism Cle oy hie, shi 
Maior thread of gaiety runs;  Caramount release of William Dosier pros Jon nd Morton Grant, based on charac- 

duct n Stars Franchot Tone and Veronica tt created Michael Arlen ca ere 
through the proceedings, and Mc | Lake features John Sutton and Binnie | Wild: editor Gene Milford 
Carey has liberally sprinkled spar-} Directed by Frank Tuttle. Screen- | Girector, Donald. Dillaway: asst. director 
kling individual episodes along the | M chael Hogan; adaptation, Lesset | James Casey Tradeshown in lh. March 
way for cinch audience reaction, | gc 2.44. Running time, 66 MINS. 

Rise Stevens comes on for the sec-| Gijmore. ‘Tradeshown in L. A. Feb. 24. ‘44. | 
ond half, introduced as a Metropoli-! trunning time, 74° MINS, 
tan Opera star and old friend of|- thertor Franchot Tot eseee.doan Barclay 
Crosby when both were interested Veronica Lake | Donovan. Cliff Clark 
aria from “Carmen” and title song | Hetherton Henry Stephenson | wee... Don Douglas | 
of “Going My Way,” and to assist Buchanan | TOK. Lyle Talbot | 
in providing funds to save the | Nils Asthe: P 
church from foreclosure. In addi-} ‘Tommy Netherton... David Leland | sheritt Wheaton Chambers | 
tion to scoring with her song pres-| Hreddy Merritt... Mdmond Eagle Featl Chief! Thunderbird | 
her acting assignment. | Mrs. Parkins.....-. aaah ity Aminta The Falcon continues his avocation | 
Crosby’s song numbers Harry of amateur sleuthing in this latest | 
three new tunes by Johnny Burke | ss entry of the whodunit series which 
and James Van Heusen—"Going My| Somerset Maugham’s tale of Nazi | seems to be a successful entry on the | 
Wav.” “Would You Like to Swing! spying and intrigue in England early | RKO program. Picture will provide | 
On a Star” and “Day After For-| in the war is tedious and generally | good support in the program houses | 
ever.” Trio are topgrade and due) uneventful. “The Hour Before the | for customers who go for the formula | 


for wide pop appeal due to cinch re- | 
cording and airings by the Bing. He | 
also delivers “Ave Maria,” “Adeste | 
Fidelis” and “Silent Night” in addi- | 
tion to a lively Irish folksong, 
“Toora-loora-loora” with boys’ choir 
accompaniment. 
Supporting cast 
for generally fine 


is neatly set up 
performances. 
Walt. 
Cover Girl 
(MUSICAL; COLOR) 
Hollywood, March 2. 


best packages of gaysome filmusical 
entertainment in “Cover Girl.” Over- 
flowing with all elements for widest 
pop audience reaction, picture is a 
standout entry for heavy grosses and 
holdovers in all runs. 

There is strong and effervescent 
audience appeal in every sector. 
Rita Hayworth’s standout perform- 
ance is matched by that 
Kelly, with his acting, singing and 
dancing display. The songs by Je- 
rome Kern and Ira Gershwin are 


fine: ditto the compact story of com- | 


edy, drama and romance, dazzling 
gowns to catch the teminine fans, 
and solo and duo dances’ by Miss 


Hayworth and Kelly that are show- 
stoppers. 

Arthur Schwartz. in his initial film 
producer spot afier years of experi- 
ence with stage musicals, deftly in- 
jects surefire showmanship into the 
picture, neatly blending the talents 
of the players with an inspired script 
by Virginia Van Upp, fine and con- 


| acquires aversion to killing, 


Colun f Arthur Sehwartz pro- 
Pits FH Cene Well 
eatures Lee Bowman, Phil Silver Jinx 
“Salkenburg Leshic Brooks, Eve Arden, 
Kruger, Jes Barker, Anita Colby, 
1 Bois and Girls. Directed hy 
Vide Agssistunt to the producer 
No x cenplay by Virginia | 
Vi vin duptation, Marion VParsonnet 
Paul Gangelin: ioryv, Erwin Gelsey; 
sone J e ol na G 1 
Cause Rudolph M Allen M. Day 
eu \ i { ‘ tor 
4) rt. Lione Bar 
‘ dunces, Val Rase Sey 
musical directo M. OW Sto- 
lott ! dat Pantag March 1 14 
R 105 MINS, 
Ni Wi Lee Bowman 
Server Phil Si rs 
( Otto Kruges 
John Cou nes man) Bark 
Al 


Columbia steps out with one of the | 


of Gene | 


Dawn” is a weak b.o. entry for the 

duals. 
Story 

mula. 


develops according to 
Franchot Tone in his 


for- 
youth 
so when 
the war breaks out. he’s a conscien- | 
| tious objector and deferred for farm 
| work. Veronica Lake is governess in 
his family mansion. and she as Nazi 
spy marries him at war's outbreak 


| 


The joint British-American 


sulted, finally, in the impending re- 
campaign’s actual bat- 
pictures under joint auspices of 
e British and United States gov- 
“Tunisian Victory” is 
| really a must-see. 
Somewhat anti-climatic. 
when. one considers the 
that have long since been 
the war fronts, “Tunisian 
neveriheless, is a compelling docu- 
mentary whose sweep and_ scope 
should find it an advantageous book- 


ing for most exhibitors. Itll be a 


ease of the 
le 
h 


perhaps, 
headlines 
made on 


'| question, perhaps, of first getting the 


customers into the 
of the film’s 


theatres, in 
but, 


view 


datedness: once 


| inside, the patrons will be amply in- | 


| trigued by the pictures themselves. 
| Specifically, this is a film produced 
by the British Army Film Unit and 
the U. S. 
edited in 


Hollywood by Lt. Col. 


and Lt. Col. Frank 
United States Army. 
of footage shot independently by 
| both British and American 
cameramen. Dubbed-in 
Bernard Miles | tof 
Serve”) and Lit. 


Capra, of the 
It is a pooling 


voices of 
“In This We 
Burgess Meredith, 
both of whom represent, respec- 
tively. a British tommy and, an 
American doughboy. give the pic a 
considerable earthiness. And with 


| lywood scripter. handling the writ- 
ing of the Yank commentary, and 
J. L. Hodson, British author and war 
correspondent, doing likewise with 
the British narration. the finished 
product is something of intense in- 


mili- | 
tary operation that emerged as the} 
Allied North African victory has re-| 


Victory,” | 


Army Signal Corps, and | 


Hugh Stewart. of the British Army, | 


Army | 


| Capt. Anthony Veiller, former Hol- | 


murder mysteries and spotting of the | 
culprit out of a maze of suspects. 


Story wastes little time in bump-| up for 


ing off the first victim for the Falcon 
(Tom Conway) to step in and figure 
out a solution. Murder is committed 
via rattlesnake venom on a playboy 
westerner, which calls for quick shift 
to the open spaces to pick up the 
clues and other suspects. Conway 


terest through practically all of its 


75 minutes, 

Most of the pie contains 
scenes whose proximity to the 
| Camera certainly bears out the in- 
formation that four cameramen were 
killed and several others wounded 
during the lensing. Approximately 
50 photographers, all of whom were 
armed equally with both photo- 
graphic and firearm equipment, 
participated in getting the original 
300,000 feet of film. 


“Tunisian Victory” tells the pho-| 
tographic story of the entire North! 
African campaign. from the initial 
landings at Casablanca, Oran and 
Algiers by the British and Ameri-| 
cans, to Tunis and Bizerte capitula- | 
tion. It is replete with maps and 
sctto voce explanations of the Brit- 


ish-American plan of operation-—a 
plan described simply by its coded 
title of “acrobat.” It’s military 
strategics reduced to terms of lay- 
man acceptance. 


identified 
Eisenhower, 
Spaatz “and 
along with 
the latter 
captured German 


of figures prominently 
with the campaign 
Montgomery, Clark, 
Tedder. among others, 
Rommel and Kesselring, 
| being among the 
films. 
| Some of the footage closely re- 
sembles pix long since shown in the 
‘newsreels. but these are few and 
| fail to dissipate the value of the 
| remainder. 
Official government groups re® 
| leasing “Tunisian Victory” are the 
| British Ministry of Information, for 
| the Empire. and the Office of War 


despite story 


weaves through the problem in regu- 
lation fashion as a gentleman sleuth, 
coming up with solution at the finish. 
There's little extraneous footage in 
the picture, with consistently-paced 
direction by William Clemens getting 
the most from compact script by 
Billy Jones and Morton Grant, Con- 
way capably handles the sleuthing 
assignment, with adequate cast com- 
prising Carole Gallagher, Barbara 
Hale, Joan Barclay, Cliff Clark, Ed 
Gargan and Minor Watson. Walt. 


Hat Check Honey 
(MUSICAL) 
Hollywood, Mach 8. 
Universal release of Will Cowan produce: 
tion, Directed by Fdward F. Cline 
play, Maurice Leo and Stanley Davis; story, 
Al Martin: camera, Milton Krasner; editor, 
Saul Goodkind; dialog director, Phil Brown; 
pecial process photography, John BP. Ful- 
Milton Rosen and Everett: 
er, Previewed in) studio projection room, 
March 2, ‘44 Running time, 66 MINS, 
Susan MeDonald 
Dan Briges, Jr Richard Davis 


Screen- 


ton Sones, 


Happy Dan Brigeges..............Le0n Errol 
Tim Martel TT Walter Catlett 
Mona Mallory... tumsay Ames 
David Milburn Stone 


Alin Dane 


Mr. Worthington. tussell Hicks 
Uniformed Officer... Chester Clute 
Jack Rice 


k and His Orehestra 
Harry Owens and His Royal Hawaiians 
Ted Weems and His Orchestra 
Jimmy Cash 


Freddie 


“Hat Check Honey” is another in 


the Universal series of program 
filmusical dramas and follows the 
familiar story formula and presen- 


tation. With brief running time and 
fragility. it has suffi- 


cient musical interludes and broad 


comedy strokes to get by as dualer. 


Picture programs three bands, but 
only Freddie Slack’s group. gets 
prominence for several tunes. Harry 


Owens’ Royal Hawaiians are shown 


track 


in a few flashes and some 


footage. while Ted 


sound- 
Weems’ 


orch is confined to one number com- 


ing out of a coin film machine. Ray 
Eberle steps into soundtrack as dou- 
ble for Richard Davis in three Mil- 


ton Rosen-Everett Carter songs along 


bv film 


British and American 
Must-See Tunisian Victory Films 


battle 


| of George S. 


here are close-to-the-front scenes 


the line. 
Leon Errol plays a carny comic 
teamed 


with son. Davis. Former 
tosses the boy out for shot at the 
bigger time. and youth lands as 


singer with Slack’s band through ef- 
forts of newly-acquired sweetheart, 
hatchecker Grace McDonald. Davis 
clicks and is picked up with band 
for picture engagement in Hollywood 
star, Ramsay Ames. Then 
there’s the usual complications when 
Davis clicks, Miss McDonald and 
Errol arrive at the studio, and gen- 


| eral mixup until boy gets girl, with | 
| assistance of dad. 


Lightweight story is held together 
through broad direction by Edward 
Cline, who takes advantage of the 
comedics of Errol and Walter Catlett 
at every turn. Miss McDonald is 


okay as the girl, while Davis needs | 


experience to handle lead spots. Sup- 


port includes Miss Ames, Milburn 
Stone. Russell Hicks, Mary Gordon 
}and Jack Rice. Songs and musical 


; numbers are liberally spotted along 


the way. but none of the tunes shapes 


attention. Walt. 
Career Girl 
(SONGS) 

PRC release of Jack Sehwarz production: 
sociate produces Harry Kdwards. 
Stars Irances Langford; features Edward 
Norris, Iris Adrian, Craig Woods, Directed 


by Wallace W. Fox. Screenplay, Sam Neu- 


nan from original by Dave Silverstein and 
Stanley Rauh songs, Morey Amsterdam. 
Tony Romane, Sam Neuman, Michael 
edite Robert -Crandall; camera, 
(Giustuve Peterson At Brooklyn Strand, 
week March 2, #4. Running time, 
67 MINS 
Joan .Frances Langford 
Renee White 
Loui Charles Williatw 
A weak and obvious distillation 


Kaufman's and Edna 
Ferber’s “Siage Door,” “Career 
Girl” must leau heavily on Frances 
Langford’s radio rep for b.o. action. 
It's a mild dualer. 

Story deals with a Kansas City 
hopeful «(Miss Langford) who winds 
up in New York and the inevitable 


theatrical boarding house. After 
meeting with the usual Broadway 
reverses he manages to wind up 


aS singing star of a 
presumably, is 
Audience never 


new revue that, 
going to be a wow. 
knows because film 
comes to an abrupt end while show 
is still in rehearsal. 

Picture js replete with anachron- 
isms and trite phrases 
broken heart for every. light on 
Broadway”), and camera work 
emerges as heavy-handed as the 
shooting script. Miss 
who’s out-numbered all 


the 


distinction. Supporting cast is poor 
Jona, 


HOPPER FETED, TO COAST 


Harold Hopper, who 
head of the film section of the War 
| Production Board, was feted by in- 
dustry leaders at a Juncheon Thurs- 


Information. for the U. S. Metro. |day (2) at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. 
| specifically. .is handling the Amer- | Hopper left for the Coast over the 
ican distribution. Kalin, | weekend. 


Bennett 


(“there’s a 


Langford, 
way. 
never rises story's obstacles. which | laws and getting back the money 
include four songs of no particular | Which the latter had been stealing 


resigned as | 


Voodoo Man 

Monogram release of Sam Katzman-J 
Diets production, Stars Bela Lugosi, J; 
Carradine and eorge Zucco; features 
Michael Ames, Wanda McKay and E}ien 
Mall, Directed by William  Beaudine. 
Screenplay, Robert Charles; editor, Car} 
Pierson: camera, Marcel Le Picard. At 
New York theatre, N, ¥., week of Mart } 
‘44, dual. Running time, 6% MINS, 
Dr, Bela Lugosi 
SOHN Carradine 
Nicrola@.ee George Zucea 


ack 


ee 


Ralpn. Michunel A inex 
Betty... rece Wanda Mekay 
Mrs. Marlow. Ellen Hall 
Sally... Currie 
Sheriff. Hall 
DIN White 
Pat Mekee 

Leopold 


Zombies. 


Dorothy Bailer 


“Voodoo Man” is negligible as a 
chiller. 

Story finds Bela Lugosi, with John 
Carradine and George Zucco as his 
assistants, kidnaping young girls and 
reducing them to zombie state in an 
effort to restore his spelivound wife 
to normalcy. But they are caught 
when they kidnap one girl too many. 

Lugosi, as the mad _ physician; 
Zucco, dressed up in robe and feath- 
ers, and Carradine, stalking around 
idiotically, bending at his master’s 
will, try their best with the material 
at hand. Rest of the cast gives so-so 


; performances. 


| Direction by William Beaudine is 
in the approved thriller-chiller vein, 
Sten. 


Meaven Is Round Corner 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
London, Feb. 16. 


Anglo-American Film Corp, 
British National produetion, 
Leni Lynn, Directed by 
Rogers, Screenplay by 
story by A. Hillarius, P. itnepler; musie by 
kennedy Russell; lyrics by Desmond O'Con- 
nor; camera, James Wilson, Arthur Grant. 
At Cambridge theatre, London, Ie. 15, 
Running time, 1053 MINS, 


Stars Will 
Maclean 
Austin Melford from 


Donald Peter Glenville 
Dorothy Trevor. Barbara Waring 
Mra, Blarcowust. Toni Edgar Bruce 


Will Fyffe admirers won't believe 
their eyes if and when they see this 
opus. Fyffe is on the screen most of 
the picture, yet his role, that of a 
colorless farmhand, could have been 
| Safely left to a bit player. Pic for 
| lower half of duals, and for British 
| audiences only. 

Co-starred with Fyffe is Leni Lynn, 
a ehubbyv-faced youngster who 
vaguely calls to mind Clara Bow in 
}one of her rare sedate moments. 
Story is built around her singing. 
| There are the usual operatic arias 
| for her benefit, and for the most part 
she gets away with them well enough 
to make reasonable singing 
| teacher’s raves. Hit number is 
Is Round the Corner,” 
which she sings to welcome the 
dawn on a Paris roof top when her 


} sweetheart, for no reason at all, asks 
| her to warble to him. 

| Production is at least worthy of 
ithe trite script. Especially well 
{handled and mounted are sequences 
| of the British Embassy in Paris, 
; Climaxing with an effective ballroom 
| scene on the eve of Britain's dec- 
| laration of war. 
| The featured players, including 
| Austin Trevor, Magda Kun, Peter 
| Glenville, Barbara Waring, Leslie 
| Perrins and Barbara Couper are con- 
| sistently good. All have greater op- 
portunities to score than Fyffe. 


Trail of Terror 
(SONGS) 
| 
| 


Producers Releasing Corp. release 
Alfred Stern-eArthur Alexander produetion 
Stairs Dave (Tex) O'Rrien and Jim Newill: 
features Guy Wilkerson, Patricia Knox and 
Jack Directed by Oliver Drake. 
creenplay by Drake Songs, Tex O'Brien 

nd Jim Newill; musie director, Lee Zahler3 
ito Charles Henkel Ir.: camera, Ira 

At New York theatre, N. week 

h i, *44, Running time, 68 MENS, 


Tex Wyatt 


A Dive (Tex) O'Rrien 
Curly Wyatt § 

Jim Steele Jim Newill 
| Panhandle Perkins........ fiuy Wilkerson 
Belle Blaine........... wwe Patricia Knox 

Nevada Siminoms....... Jack Ingram 

} Capt, Curtis Rebert Hill 


This western, in a slightly higher 
plane than the average cut-and-dried 
hoss opera, should receive a better- 
than-average reception from audi- 
ences who go for this type of dual 
film. 

Curly Wyatt's early death gives his 
Texas Ranger twin brother. Tex. an 
opportunity to join the gang of which 
the errant Curly was a member. Tex 
is doing alright with the outlaws, 
even with Curly’s girl friend, until 
| his pals, Jim and Panhandle, arouse 
| the gang’s suspicions that something 
|}is wrong.- Follows the showdown, 
| with the Rangers nabbing the out- 


from stagecoaches, 

| Dave (Tex) O'Brien, singing Jim 
| Newill and Guy Wilkerson. as the 
| Texas Rangers, give forthright char- 
acterizations. Patricia Knox, Jack 
Ingram, I. Stanford Jolley and Bud 
Buster are among the notable sup- 
porting players. 

Three songs written by Newill and 
| O'Brien are fairly good. Oliver 
| Drege. who wrote and directed, kept 
the action moving, cutting corners 
‘neatly, Sten. 


release of ° 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


15 


Bernadette’ Tall $43,000, Chi: ‘Girls, 
Chester-Forrest 286, Gung Ho 216, 2d 


Chicago, March 7. 
A snowstorm cut into weekend 
grosses some but receipts still are at 
a good level. “Song of Bernadette,” 
making its midwest preem at the 
State-Lake, got off to an excellent 


start and should garner a stout $43,- 
000 on upped scale. “Gung Ho” con- 
tinues big at the Palace with $21,000 
in sight, and “None Shall Escape” 
should hit $15,000 in second week at 
Garrick. The Oriental, with “9 
Girls” and Bob Chester’s orchestra 
and Helen Forrest on the stage, is 
headed for strong $28,000. 


Estimates for This Week 


Apolle (B&K) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Cross Lorraine” (M-G) and “Mine- 
sweeper” (Par) (2d wk). Good $10,- 
000. Last week, nifty $12,500. 

Chicago (B&K) °(3,900; 50-85)— 
“What a Woman” (Col) and Patricia 
Morison heading stage bill. Fine $49.- 
000. Last week, “Whistling Brooklyn” 
(M-G) and Woody Herman orch on 
stage, near same, 

Garrick (B&K) 
“None Shall Escape” 
Smart $15,000. Last 
$19,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1.150; 40-85)—“Tar- 
zan's Desert Mystery” (RKO) and 
“Sultan’s Daughter’ (Mono) (2d 
wk). 
$10,000. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“9 Girls” (Col) plus Bob Chester 
orch and Helen Forrest on stage. 
Strong $28,000. Last week, “Woman 
of Town” (UA) and Dante, magician, 
on stage, excellent $26,000. 

Palace (RKO) = (2.500; 40-85)— 
“Gung Ho” and “Swingtime Johnny” 
(U) (2d wk). Strong $21,000. Last 
week, big $27,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Desert Song’ (WB) wk). 
Healthy $18,000. Last week, snappy 
$24.000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 75-$1.10) 
—"Song Bernadette” (20th). Stout 
$43,000. Last week, “Curie” (M-G) 
(6th wk), solid $20,800 in six days. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
85)—"Girl Crazy” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Slick $14,000. Last week, okay $16,- 
000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Crime School” (WB) and “Girls 
Probation” (WB) (reissues ). Nice 
$15,000. Last week, “Revenge Zom- 


(900; 50-85)— 
(Col) (2d wk). 
week, smash 


bies’” (Mono) and “Whispering Foot- 
steps” (Rep) (2d wk), five days, and 
“School” (WB) and “Probation’ 


(WB), pleasing $12,000. 


LUSH 


PHILLY: 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Despite Saturday's blizzard which 
slowed transportation, this week’s 
grosses are kéeping the same healthy 
tinge of recent weeks. Top of heap 
is ‘A Guy Named Joe” with “Song 
of Bernadette” in second position in 
its holdover w eek. “The ae, als6 
is riding high at nton. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,308; 75-$1.10)— 
“Song Bernadette” (20th) (2d wk). 
Smash $26,000 at this small-seater 
following big $26,500 opening week. 
Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
“Riding High” (Par) (2d wk) (2d 
run). Fair $4,500. Last week, okay 
$5,000. 
Boyd 
Eyre” 


(WB) 
(20th) (3d 
slightly to $17,500 after 
second week. 

Earle (WB) (2.760; 35-75)—“Gang- 
way Tomorrow” (RKO) with Charlie 
Spivak orch. Neat $24,000. Last 
week, “Rookies Burma” 
“Latin Quarter Revue” on stage. 
isfactory $19,800. 


(2.500; 35-75)—‘“Jane 
wk). Drooping 
nice $21,600 


Sat- 


Fox (WB) (2,245: 35-75)—“Higher 
Higher” (RKO) (2d _wk). Sinatra 


draft not so good this sesh with not 
so forte $16,500. Opening sesh. hefty 
$23,500 plus husky $4,000 for Sabbath 
showing at Earle. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75)— 


“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d run). 
Getting fancy play at $8,000. Last | 
week, “Cry Havoc” (Par), okay $5,- 


000 in five days of second week. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Potent $6,500 after zingy $11,- 
000 for initialer of second run. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 35-75)—“In 
Our Time” (WB) (2d wk). Limping 
a bit at $24,000 after strong $32,000 
last week. 

Stanley (WB) (2.915: 35-75)—“Guy 
Named Joe” (M-G). Getting sugary 
praise from crix. Fine $31,500 in ad- 
dition to solid $4,500 for one-day 
stand at Earle, Sunday (5). Last 
week, “Ali Baba’ (U), okay $15,800 
for second week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475: 35-75)— 
“Lodger” (20th). Terrific $17,000. Last 
week. “Where Children?” 
(Mono), clicked at $9,300 for hold- 
over week, 


+ 
v 


Snug $8,000. Last week, grand 


(RKO) plus” 


‘Guy’ Smash 356, B’klyn 


Brooklyn, March 7. 
Good biz at all downtown deluxers 
with Metropolitan’s “Guy Named 
Joe” at $35,000 setting new straight- 
film high for house, 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 35-75) — 
“North Star” (RKO) and “Never 
Dull Moment” (U), Snappy $24,000. 
Last week, “Higher Higher” (RKO) 
and “Action Arabia” (RKO), great 
$39,000, 10-day stay. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 35-75) — 
“Where Are Children” (Mono) and 
“Timber Queen” (Par). Opened 
Monday (6). Last week, “Desert 
Song” (WB) and “Klondike Kate” 
(Col) (3d wk), nice $17,000. 

Metropolitan (Loew's) (3,618; 35- 
75)—‘Guy Named Joe” (M-G) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col).. Socko 
$35,000. Last week, “Gung Ho” (U) 
and “Phantom Lady” (U) (2d wk), 
okay $18,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,020; 35-75) 
—‘‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) 
and “Hands Across Border” (Rep) 
(5th wk). Sturdy $18,000. Last 

(2,952; 


week, big $20,000. 

Strand (WB) 
“Career Girl’ (PRC) and “What 
Man” (Mono), Okay $6,000. Last 
week, “Return Vampire” (Col) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col), first- 
rate $8,000. 


‘Ali Baba’ Big 19G 
In Seattle; ‘Lifeboat’ 
N.S.G. $16,000, 2 Spots 


Seattle, March 7. 

“Ali Baba” is way out in front 
with giant total currently at the Or- 
pheum. Next best is “None Shall 
Escape” at Liberty, where a big bally 
is helping. “Lifeboat” is mildish in 
two spots but hurt because pushed 
in hurriedly at Music Hall when 
union demands resulted in holding 
up opening of “Bell Tolls,” originally 
set for this house. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (800; 40-75 )—‘Lodger” 

(20th) and “Rookies Burma” (RKO) 


35,75) — 


(2d wk). From big week at Music 
Hall. Bangup $6,000. -Last week, 
‘Curie’ (M-G) (4th wk), big $5,700. 


—“No Time Love” (Par) (2d wk), 
and “Uncensored” (20th). Great $12,- 
000. Last week, “No Time” (Par), 
solo landed giant $19,000. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1,650; 40-65)— 
“None Shall Escape” (Col). Big cam- 
ry helping this to wham $13,000. 
sast week, “Return Vampire” (Col) 
and “Ghost Walks Alone” (Col) (2d 
wk), oke $7,100. 

Music Box (H-E) (850; 40-75)— 
“Tron Major” (RKO) and “Aldrich 
Bey Scout” (Par) (2d wk). Moved 
from Paramount. Good $5,500. Last 
week, “Butler’s Sister” (U) (4th wk), 


nifty $5,200. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Slow $7,000. Last 
week, “Lodger” (20th) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO), immense $12,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 40-75)— | 
“Ali Baba” (U). Gigantic $19,000 or 
over. Last week, “Desert Song” 
(WB) (2d wk), solid $12,200. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 30-75)— 
“My Best Gal” (Rep) and “Chan Se- 
cret Service” (Mono) plus vaude. 
Fine $9,500. Last week, “Unknown 
Guest” (Mono) with vaude, fairly 
good $8,900. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-75)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th). Modest $9,000. 
Last week, “Iron Major” (RKO) and 

“Aldrich Boy Scout” (Par), good 
$10,500. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 40-75 )— 
“Desert Song” (WB) (3d wk). From 
Orpheum. Grand $7,500. Last week, 
“Higher Higher’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
good $5,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 15- 
30)—‘‘Guadalcanal Diary” (20th) and 
“Crazy House” (U) (3d run). Okay 
$4.000. Last week, “Girl Crazy” (M- 
G) and “Young Ideas” (M-G), slow 
$3,700. 


Seabees’ Fast $12,000 


Louisville, March 7. 
Holdovers are pretty strong 
| week, with only three new ones. Best 
takings will be divided between the 
Rialto with “Fighting Seabees” and 
Loew’s State with “Cry Havoc.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400: 30-50)—"“Ali Baba” (U) 
“Swingtime Johnny” Nice 
moveover at $4,000. Last week. “Life- 


this 


and | 


Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 40-75) | 


In L’ ville; ‘Havoc’ 116) 


| 


| actually 


| Smith” 
| better. 


$11,000. Last week, “Guy Named 
Joe” (M-G) (2d wk), solid $11,000. 
Mary Anderson (People’s Thea- 


tres) (1,000; 30-50)—‘Desert Song” 
(WB) (2d wk). Neat $4,500, after 


torrid $8,000 opening sesh. 

National (Standard Theatres) (2,- 
400; 50-75) — “Mystery Broadcast” 
(Rep) and Dante, magician, on stage. 
Stage layout is main draw. Probably 
fairish $10,000. Last week, “Find 
Blackmailer”’ (WB) and Earl! Carroll 
“Vanities.” okay $11,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 30- 
50) — “Fighting Seabees” (Rep). 
Action film is doing sturdy $12,000. 


Last week, “Ali Baba” (U) and 
“Swingtime Johnny” (U), bright 


$12,500 and moveover. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 30- 
50)—"Snow White” (RKO) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Still robust at $4,000 or 
near after giant $7,500 last week. 


‘BUTLER’S SIS’ PACES 
NEWARK, FAT $23,500 


Newark, March 7. 
Trade currently is healthy despite 


many holdovers. “Butler’s Sister” 
looks standout with fine total at 
Branford. 


Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Adams Par) (1,950; 35-99) | 
—‘Hands Across Border” (Rep) and | 
Ray Kinney orch on stage. Pleasing | 
$18,500, Last week, “Girl Monterrey 
(PRC) plus Dean Hudson orch and 
“Truth or Consequences” on stage, 
solid $21,000. 

Branford (WB) (2,800: 20-90)— 
“Butler’s Sister” (U) and “Weekend 
Pass” (U). Handsome $23,500. Last 
week, “Our Time” (WB) and “She's 
for Me” (U), snappy $21,000, a bit 
over hopes. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-$1. 10)— 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Dancing 
Masters” (20th). Start tomorrow 
(Wed.). Last week, “Higher and 
Higher” (RKO) and “Action Arabia” 
(RKO), brisk $26,000. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
35-85 )—“‘Morgan’s Creck” (Par) (3d 
wk). Strong $13,000. Last week, 
bangup $17,000. 


State (Loew's) (2,600: 35-85)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) and 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col) (3d 


wk). Bright $14,000. Last week, boff 
$18,000 and way over expectancy. 


‘Aldrich’-Tucker Plus 
Weidler $17,000, Omaha 


Omaha, March 7. 
Heavy storm Sunday (5) cut deep- 
lv into downtown deluxers, wiping | 
out another great week following | 
previous record stanza. Orpheum | 
still leading with Tommy Tucker’ S | 
band show plus Virginia Weidler on | 
stage with “Henry Aldrich, Boy | 
Scout.”* Paramount with “Song of 
Russia” is okay, and Omaha is doing 
well with moveover of “His Butler’s 
Sister.” 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-65) 
—“‘Aldrich, Boy Scout” (Par) and 
Tommy Tucker orch plus Virginia 
Weidler on stage. Stout $17,000, and 
big considering weather. 
Last week, “Always Bridesmaid” (U) 
and George White’s “Scandals” on 
stage. sock $20,200, one of best 
grosses in months. 
Paramount (Tristates) 
55)—“Song Russia” (M-G). Looks 
good $9,500 or near. Last week, 
“Butler’s Sister” (U), fancy $10,300. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 15- 
55)—"Tender Comrade” (RKO) 
wk). Surprising $6,500 after a 10- 
year record of $9,600 on first week. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 15-55)— 
“Butler’s Sister’ (U) (moveover) 
plus first-run “Lucky Fellow Mr. 
(U). Satisfactory $6,500 or 
Last week, “Destination 
(WB), big $8,800 on move- 


(3,000; 15- 


Tokyo” 
over. 


Bway Off But ‘Up in Arms’ Hot 1176; 
Bridge -Osborne OK 606, ‘Miracle,’ 
Barron 396, Lady -Cugat 1106, 2d 


Due largely to many holdovers, 
total gross for leading downtown 
N. Y. film houses is off this week. 
Saturday-Sunday take was generally 


good, but Monday (6) was somewhat | 


spotty, while rain yesterday (Tues- 


day) caused some suffering. 

Only four new pictures opened in 
past week, headed by what appears 
to be an outstanding smash, “Up in 
Arms,” which arrived at Music Hall 
backed by an effective campaign and 
good publicity breaks. Looks to hit 
a terrific $117,000. 

The Capitol is short of big with 
“Bridge of San Luis Rey,” despite 
ads designed to entice on the dame 
angle. With Will Osborne band, 
Larry Adler and Four King Sisters 
on the stage. house is still unlikely 
to get to $60,000, considerably under 
average of recent months. Another 
new one sold on the entice angle is 
‘Jack London,” which will do only 
fair $20,000 at the Palace, despite this 
bally. But will hold. Little Rialto’s 
“Curse of Cat People” will get stout 
$12,000 on first week. 

Leagues ahead of other 
shows is “Lady in Dark” and Xavier 
Cugat band at Paramount, whose 
staff and Par really went to town to 


put this one over. Hitting a new 
all-time high of $130,500 on first 


week, house grossed $110,000 on sec- 
ond ended Monday night (6), best 
holdover week the Par ever had. A 
unique bit of advance showmanship 
for “Going Our Way,” which fol- 
lows at Par later on, is the trailer 
treatment worked out for the picture 
by Jack McInerney. He got Adelaide 
Hawley, air commentator, to make a 
record about the picture and had this 
hooked to an organ stint by Don 
Baker, including a song from “Way,’ 
followed by a special screer trailer. 
This advance plugging began Mon- 
day (6). 

An incoming show today (Wednes- 
day) at Roxy embraces “Purple 
Heart” and Count Basie band, Carol 
Bruce and Zero Mostel. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-$1 10)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) (9th wk). Dropped 
to under $18,000 on eighth week 
| ended last night (Tuesday), but fair 


| enough after stout $23,000 on seventh 


session. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 35-$1.10)— 
“Bridge San Luis Rey” (UA). Will 
Osborne orch, Larry Adler and Four 
King Sisters on stage. Short of sen- 
sational at under $60,000, but okay 
and holds. Last week, “Song of Rus- 
sia’ (M-G), Lionel Hampton orch, 
Buck and Bubbles, Mills Bros., 
others (3d wk), good $54,000. 

Criterion (Loew's) (1.700; 35-$1.25) 
—“Standing Room Only” (Par) (3d 
wk). Doing well, second week 
through Monday (6) hitting $30,000, 
while first was powerful $40,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 33-85)— 

“Uninvited” (Par) (3d wk). Holding 
up stoutly, this week (3d) appearing 
$23,000 or over; second hit $26,600, 
terrific. Holds. 
Hollywood (WB) (1,499; 44-$1.25) 
“Passage Marseille’ (WB) (4th 
Off somewhat at $28,000 on 
third week concluded last night 
(Tuesday) but nice profit. Second | 
week was dandy $32,200 

Palace (RKO) ay 35-99 )— 
“Jack London” 
for Broadway date, this disap- 
pointing with only fair $20,000, but 
holds, Final six days on second week 


wk). 


Storm Slows Hub; ‘Guy Joe’ Fine 446, 
2 Spots; ‘Broke barber-Kay Big 326 


March 7. | 


Bos ton, 


Cold wave, Lent and another batch | 
of holdovers are combining to bring |} 
down totals in the Hub this week, | 
but biz is generally satisfactory. New | 
bill, day-date at State and Orpheum, 

'is “Guy Named Joe,” whi looks | 
substantial. Other new bill is combo | 
of Jan Garber band and “Beautiful | 
But Broke.” strong at the RKO. | 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” is ace | 
holdover at the Met. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 44-99)— 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col) plus | 
Jan Garber orch, Beatrice Kay, | 
Wally Boag. others, on stage. 


boat” (20th), $3,000 moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-23) 
—‘“‘Lassie Come Home” (M-G) and 
“Taxi, Mister” (UA). Mild $1,600. 
Last week, “Rosie O'Grady” (20th) 
and “Jack London” (UA), okay 
$1.800. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 30- 
50)—"“Cry Havoc” (M-G) and “Klon- 
dike Kate” (Col). Merely 


Back 
| 


have been better with right 
Last week, “Lassie” 
big $24,000. 
Paramount (M-P) 
“Destination Tokyo” (WB) and 
rich Boy Scout” (Par), Here 
fortnight at Met but nice at $13 


weatner. 


(M-G) (2d wk), 


after 
500. 


holdover | 


(UA), Lon 4 waiting | 


| 


of “Action Arabia” (RKO) was mild 
$15,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-$1.10) 
—‘‘Lady in Dark” (Par), Xavier Cu- 
gat band, Dean Murphy, others,‘in 
person (3d wk). Continues at a 
breakneck pace, with second weele 
through Monday night (6) hitting 
sensational $110,000. Initial seven 
days, which included Washington's 
birthday, was $130,500, new all-time 
high for house, previous record hav- 
ing been $112,400. 

Radio City Musie Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-$1.65)—"“Up in Arms” 
(RKO) and stageshow. Danny Kaye's 
first starrer looking terrific $117,000, 
and holds. Last week, fourth for 
“Eyre” (20th), good $88,000. 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)— 
“Curse Cat People” (RKO). Doing 
exceptionally well at indicated $12,- 
000. Holds. Last week “Calling Dr. 
Death” (U) (3d wk), light $6.300. 

Rivoli (WA-Par) (2,092; 75-$1.65)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) (7th wk). 
Dropped a bit on sixth week ended 
last night (Tuesday), being $47,000 
as against $53,000 for fifth, but still 
very strong in both cases. 

Roxy (20th) (5.886; $1.10)—-Pur- 
ple Heart” (20th) and, in person, 
Count Basie orch, Carol Bruce, Zero 
Mostel, open today (Wednesday? 
after four weeks with “Sullivans” 
(20th), Martha Raye, others, finale 
being $53,000, not so hot but okay. 
Third session was near $60,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
“Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d 
run) and Blue Barron orch. Pros- 
pects for strong $35,000. Last week 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d run) 
and Benny Carter orch, hit over ex- 
pectations at great $39,000. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-$1.10)— 
“In Our Time” (WB), Ina Ray Hut- 
ton orch and Three Stooges (4th- 
final wk). Down to about $36,000, 
though satisfactory profit, while last 
week was fancy $42,500. “Shine On, 
Harvest Moon” (WB) and Russ More 
gan orch move in Friday (10). 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 55-$1.10)— 


“No Greater Love” (Artkino) (2d 
wk). Maintains okay pull, this littie 
seater looking to $10,000 on first 


holdover session; initial week scored 
big $14,000, 


ACES 
256 


Washington, March 7. 

Potency of name value on marquee 
puts “A Guy Named Joe” away out 
in frontin boxoffice parade this week. 
"In Our Time” at the Earle is sturdy. 
“Where Are Your Children” gave 
the Metropolitan its biggest opening 
day in months. “Lifeboat” is disap- 
pointing at the Capitol. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol, (Loew) (3,434; 30-66)— 
“Lifeboat” (20th) with vaude. Dis- 
appointing at $21,000. Last week, 


“Song of Russia” (M-G) plus vaude 

(2d wk), fine $22,500. 
Columbia (Loew) 

| “Standing Room Only” 


(1,234; 30-66) — 
(Par). Lusty 


$9,500. Last week, “Lodger” (20th), 
$7, 800. 

Earle (WB) (2,240: 30-90)—‘“In Our 
| Time” (WB) with vaude. Solid $23,- 
500. Last week, “Desert Song” (WB) 
(2d wk), excellent $19,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 40-65)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) (3d wk). 
Okay $10,000 after nice $14,000 in 


second session. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 20-55)— 
“Where Are Children?” (Mono). 
Socko $9,500 after biggest opening 
|}day in weeks. Last weck, “Nine 
Girls” (Col), fine $7,700 

Palace (Loew) (2,242: 30-66)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Bang-ip 
| $25,000. Last week, “Jane Evre” 

ass’ (U) (4th wk) Dow: n to $15.000 (20th) (2d wk), fancy $15.000 after 
but fine for fourth sesh. Last week 
| strong $18.000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367: — 
—‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Pa 
and “Ghost Walks Alone” (Rep) 4 
Great $33,000 on nine days of second 
week. First week, sock $34.500 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 44-65)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Strong 
b.o. draw here at $32,000 and might | 


(1.700; 35-65 )— | 
“Ald- | 


opening week’s smash $25,000 


Coburn Draws Two 
Pix Roles at Columbia 


Hollyw ood, Mar f 
Charles Coburn, winner of the 
Academy Award for best supporting 
performance, was assigned to » 
top roles on his home lot. Columbia, 
First is “The Impatient Years,” to 


| be produced and directed by Irving 
followed by “Gone Are 
a tale of the old Chau- 


Cummings, 
| the Days,” 


to high average $32,000 after terrific | Last week. “Lodger” (20th) and: tauqua Circuit. 

| $36.000 with “Phantom Lady” (U) |} Ayton Girl” (PRC) (2d wk), strong } 

and Charlie Spivak orch on stage | $15,000. a 6 ’ 

last week. | State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—‘Guy | OBERON’S ‘GUARD DUTY 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 35-65)— | Named Joe” (M-G). Doing stout Hollywood, March 7. 

“Destination Tokyo” (WB) and “Ald- | $14.000. Last week, “Lassie” (M-G)| Merle Oberon draws co-starring 

rich Boy Scout” (Par). Had +A (2d wk). same. | spot with Edward G. Robinson ina 

weeks at Met, but okay here at| Translux (Translux) (900: 28-65)— «Once Off Guard.” to be produced 

$6,400. Last week, “Lodger” (20th) |“Women Bondage” (Mono) and | by In te Pictures. 

and “Career Girl’ (PRC) (2d wk), | “What a Man” (Moro). Trim $9,000. | "pi ning g starts March 27, with Fritz 

$5.800. Last week, “Return Vampire” (Col) | 
Memorial (RKO) (2.900: 44-75)—| and “Whispering Footsteps” (Rep) | Lang directing and Nunnally John- 

“Butler’s Sister” (U) and “Weekend! (24 wk), $6.200. ison producing. 
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T. Dorsey Tilts ‘Jingle’ to All-Time — 


| 


High 406, Cincy; Up in Arms’ Trim 156 


| contact; N. Peter Rathvon, prexy of 


incinnati, Mareh 7. 4 
Tommy Dorsey band, linked with 
“Sing a Jingle.” is jamming the 
Albee for Cincy’s best b.o. since 1928. 
Despite this competition, preem of 
“Up in Arms.” is stout at the Palace. 
“Snow White” reissue has the Grand 
in velvet on a holdover after smash- 
ing house record on kickoff. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-85)—“Sing 


a Jingle’ «(U) and Tommy Dorsey 
orch on stage. With Gene Krupa. 


T. D. combo, playing a Cincy the- 
atre for the first time, soaring to 
smash $40,000, city’s record gross 
since the late ‘20s. House is opening 
at 9:30 a.m. for six-a-day showings 
and seven on Sat. and Sun. Last 
week, “Action Arabia” (RKO) plus 
Bill Robinson, others, on stage, huge 
$26,000. : 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 75-$1.10)— 
“Bernadette” (20th) «3d wk). Wind- 
ing up stay with a slow $7,500. Last 
week, fair $12,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)— 
“Devil Riders’ (PRC) and “So’s 
Your Uncle” ‘(U) split with “Hara 
Kiri” (Ind.) and “Married Murderer” 
(Ind.). Hot $2,600. Same last week 
for “Always Bridesmaid” (U) and 
“Pride of Plains’ (Rep) divided 
with “Ghost Walks Alone” (Col) 
and “Uncensored” (20th). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 35-65)— 
“Snow White’ (RKO) (reissue). 
Eight days on holdover. Hefty 
$9.500 after last week's $17,000, 
which set a house record. 

Keith's (United) (1,500: 35-65)— 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO). Second 
switch for third downtown week. 
Solid $5,500. Last week, “Happened 
One Night” (Col) and “Lost Hori- 
zon” (Col® (reissues), sock $7,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)— 
“Frisco Kid” (reissue). Ter- 
rif $9,000. Last week, “Fighting 
Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk), swell 
$7.000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-65)—“Up 


(WB) 


in Arms” (RKO). Nifty $15,000. 
Last week, “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G), wham $21,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100: 35-65)— 
“Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Move- 
over. Great $10.000. Last week, 


“Tender Comrade” (RKO) (2d run), 


good $5,000. 


PCA Signs Walt Mayo 
As Gen’l Prod. Manager 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Walter Mayo, formerly with Alex- 
ander Korda and recently with 
Samuel Goldwyn, was signed as gen- 
eral production manager for Produ- 
cers Corp. of America. 

First chore under his supervision 
will be “O’Brien’s Navy,” to be fol- 
lowed by “The Greeks Had a Word 
for It.” 


Scophony Tele Prez Wins Russia” (M-G). 


Film Commissions Suit 
Arthur Levey, Scophony Televi- 
sion Co. prexy, has won both actions 
involving monies due him from 
Monogram Pictures and Producers 
Releasing Corp., for handling their 
product originally in England. Jury 
brought in a verdict in about 30 
minutes for the amount sought, 
$3.015, from PRC last week after 
week’s trial in N. Y. supreme court 
before Justice George Frankentha- 
ler. Actually the verdict settled the 
fact that the company must pay 
Levey commissions over a_ three- 
year period, ending with 1944-45 sea- 
son, or $36,000 to $40,000. 

Monogram settled out of court, 
paying Levey $60,000 for commis- 
sions. 

PRC contended that commissions 
to Levey ceased with the distribu- 
tion of its 1941-42 product in Britain, 
but the jury found in favor of Levey 
including three vears’ ending with 
all product for the 1944-45 season. 


Rhine Back to RKO 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Edward Rhine, former casting di- 
rector at RKO, returned to his old 
job after two years off the reserva- 
tion. 

For 18 months he served as an exec 
at Central Casting Bureau and re- 
cently was assistant studio manager 
at RKO-Pathe. 


FULL HOUSE FOR U 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Universal’s stages reach the satura- 
tion point this month with four new | 
productions added to the five carried | 
over from February. 
New features are “Murder in the, 
Blue Room,” “Song of the Hills,” | 
“Dead Man’s Eyes” and a Gloria | 


Jean musical, still untitled. 


Academy Awards | 


Continued from page 3 


sound, transparency and 
raphy. 
Excellent Showmanship 

In showmanship, this year’s food- 
less Oscar festival was the best in 
the "Academy's history. Its lack of 
chow was filled by entertainment, 
speed and general managerial ef- 
ficiency. Long-winded orations were 
eliminated and winners were an- 
nounced briefly and early over the 
radio with Jack Benny at the mike. 
Broadcasting started promptly at 
10:15 and was timed at a radio pace, 
which naturally voided the monoto- 
nous speeches that had dulled the 
programs in the past. 

Held in the Chinese theatre on 
Hollywood boulevard, the show had 
all the atmosphere of an oldtime 
premiere, with s@archlights fingering 
the skies and throngs of villagers 
ogling the film royalty. For the first 
time, the public was permitted to 
crash the gate and view the hitherto 
secret rituals, and the public enjoyed 
it. Chances are that the same for- 
mat will be used in future Oscar 
shows, without dinners. 


‘COMRADE’ LEADER IN 
PROV,, BRIGHT $18,000 


Providnce, March 7. 

All stands are getting nice play 
this week with Majestic’s “Gung Ho,” 
Loew's “Song of Russia” and RKO 
Albee’s “Tender Comrade” all in the 
SRO class. “Comrade” looks like top 
money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—*Ten- 
der Comrade” (RKO) and “Rookies 
Burma” (RKO). Packing plenty of 
punch at $18.000. Last week, “Women 
Bondage” (Mono) and “Sultan’s 
Daughter” (Mono), trim $10,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-50) 
—“Lifeboat” (20th) (2d run). Fair 
$3,000. Last week, “Happy Land” 
(20th) and “Weekend Pass’ (UYU) (2d 
run), ditto. 

Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Na- 
bonga” (PRC) and vaude on stage. 
Good $7,000. Last week, “Pride of 
Plains” (U) and vaude, nice $7,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2.200; 30-50)— 
“Gung Ho” (U) and “Hi, Good-Look- 
in” (U). Stepping out for snappy 
$15,000. Last week, “Lifeboat” (20th), 
fairish $10,000. 

Metropolitan 


(Snider) 


Guy Kibbee heading stage show. 
Three-day weekend run strong $8,- 
000. Last week, “Silent Barriers” 
(Indie) and Louis Prima orch head- 
ing stage show, about same. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-50)—“Song 
Getting strong $16,- 
00. Last week, “Guy Named Joe” 
(M-G) (2d wk), snappy $14,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000; 30-50)— 
“Miracle of Morgan’s Creek” (Par). 
Opened big Monday (6). Last week, 
“Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d wk), 
good $8,000. e 


ON TO ‘GIRL’S TOWN’ 


Holly wood, March 7. 
Director task on Paramount's 
“Girl's Town,” a tale of femme war 
workers, goes to George Marshall. 
Filming starts April 10 with 
Joseph Sistrom producing and Fred 
MacMurray and Veronica Lake as 
co-stars, 


photog-| 


(3,200; 36- | 
59)—‘“‘Married Murderer” (GB) and | 


New JA Pact | Looks Like Earl Hudson Will Be 
Mayor Next; Key City Pix Briefs 


Continued from page 7 Qa 


senting studio; Nate Blumberg, Uni- 


versal president; J. J. O'Connor, v.p. 
and D. H. McCausland, studio labor 


RKO: L. E. Thompson, eastern labor 
representative, and William Stone, 
Coast labor contact; Abe Schneider, 
Col v.p., and B. Guild, studio labor 
head; H. A. McDonald, studio man- 
ager of Republic; Dave Shattuck, 
representing Technicolor on labor 
matters; Pat Casey, general labor 
contact for all producers, plus his as- 
sistants, Victor Clark and Fred Pel- 
ton. Also sitting in is Homer Mit- 
chell, attorney for the Motion Pic- 
ture Producers Assn. 


The other side was represented at 
the Monday meeting by Richard F. 
Walsh, IA president; Louis Krouse, 
secretary-treasurer; Carl Cooper, IA 
v.p. headquartering in Los Angeles 
and representives of 10 IA studio lo- 
cals. The First Aid & Nurses Union, 
llth in the IA group, did not send a 
representative east. 

After finishing with the IA, the 
producer group will go to bat on 
new contract with seven other in- 
ternational unions who are part of 
the studio basic agreement, these 
being Musicians, Carpenters, Team- 
sters, Plasterers, Hod Carriers, Culi- 
nary Workers and_ Electricians. 
Whether or not two-year contracts 
will be negotiated this time has not 
been indicated but may be for one 
year instead due to wartime. Old 
two-year agreements expired Dec. 
31 last, with result any new deal will 
be retroactive to then but subject, 
of course, to War Labor Board ap- 
proval, 


STUDIO IATSE ENVOYS 
TO VIEW EAST PARLEYS 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Studio locals of IATSE are sending 
two special representatives to New 
York to gander at the negotiations 
between film producers and union 


business agents. 

Understood the IATSE scouts will 
not sit in officially on the parleys, 
but will check various moves to see 
the interests of 8,000 film workers 
are protected. It was indicated that, 
if the scouts feel their crafts are not 
getting a proper deal, they will rec- 
ommend to local unions that the U.S. 
Department of Labor be asked to 
step into the picture. 


Continued from page 7 


vantage on the ultimate gross reve- 
nues, 


Tilting Prices 


Minneapolis, March 7. 

Minneapolis independent exhibit- 
ors will meet this week to determine 
action regarding the impending in- 
creased admission tax. Many ex- 
hibitors favor a tilt of the prices 
to an even money level. It is indi- 
cated that there will be no absorp- 
tion of the tax by exhibitors and 
that the advance to an even money 
level likely will represent a boost 
of several cents jn the basic admis- 


sion in many situations. 
A number of Twin City inde- 
pendents in recent weeks have 


upped their scales a nickel. 


Detroit, March 7. 

Lofty biz in Detroit this week at 
major houses. Michigan is taking the 
top spot with “The Uninvited” and 
Woody Herman’s orchestra on stage. 
The Fox nails a big figure with the 
opening of “Purple Heart” and “Hat 
Check Honey.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
“Butler’s Sister” (U) (2d wk) and 
“Racket Man” (Col). Former moved 
from Fox, strong $10,500. Last week, 
“Jane Eyre” (20th) and “Sing Jingle” 
(U) (2d wk), robust $10,800. 

Broadway-Capitel (United Detroit) 


| Check Girl’ 


(2,800; 55-75)—““Women Bondage” 
(Mono) and “Sultan’s Daughter” 
(Mono). Not exciting at $10,000. Last 
week, “North Star” (RKO) (2d wk) 
and “Swing Fever” (M-G) (3d wk), 
from other U-D houses, brisk $15,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—‘‘Purple Heart” (20th) and “Hat 
(U). Wham $37,000. 


Purple Heart’ High $37,000 in Det.; 
Herman Boosts Uninvited Huge 466 


Last week, “Butler's Sister” (U) and 
“Mad Ghoul” (U), great $35,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800: 
65-75)—“True to Life” (Par) and 
“Watch on Rhine” (WB). Return of 
picture which figured in Academy 
awards helping this to choice $5,300. 
Last week, “Mr. Lucky” (RKO) and 
“Above Suspicion” (Par), back for 
fair $4,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
55-75) — “Uninvited” (Par) with 
Woody Herman orch on stage. Huge 
$46,000. Last week, “Riding High” 
(Par) and “Mine Sweeper” (Par) (2d 
wk), strong $18,600 on first week's 
great $26,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) %3,- 
000; 55-75)—“Govt. Girl’ (RKO) and 
“Tarzan's Desert Victory® (RKO) 
(2d wk). Fine $16,000 behind first 
week’s strong $22,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—“Girl Crazy” (M-G) 
and “Man Down Under” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Bright $15,000 coming up after 
first week’s sound $19,000, 


| province of 


Detroit, March 7._ 

The most important recent civic 
appointment here finds Earl J. Hud- 
son, president of United Detroit The- 
atres, named to the Street Railway 
Commission. The theatre and radio 
business here is widely represented 
in major city posts and Hudson's ap- 
pointment is a new recognition of the 
civic responsibilities accepted by 
those in show biz. 

The appointment by Mayor Jeffries 
finds Hudson in the policy-making 
position which controls all Detroit 
municipal transportation which is 
civic-owned. In addition to heading 
the United Detroit chain here, Hud- 
son is the Office of Civilian Defense 
coordinator for the theatres. of 
metropolitan Detroit, air raid war- 
den for Area 21, one of the com- 
mittee staff members for E Bond 
sales and state chairman of the mo- 
tion picture division in the current 
Red Cross campaign. 

Replacing Floyd E. Ackerman, who 
was slain in a holdup Dec. 5, Edward 
W. Plett has been named manager of 
the four Butterfield Circuit houses in 
Bay City. Plett, who has been man- 
aging the Strand at Pontiac, takes 
charge of the Bay, Regent, Westown 
and Center houses formerly han- 
dled by Ackerman. 

Isaac Resnick has been 
manager of the Rex, Detroit. 

Femmes continue to figure plenti- 
fully in managerial changes here 
with Faye Landon named manager 
of the Midtown and Elvira Donhan- 
yos upped to assistant manager at 
the Grande. 

Robert Salters, 
Royal. 

Niels 
Rupert. 

Charles Davie, 
Echo. 


named 


manager of the 


Nelson, manager of the 


manager of the 


WB's French Versions 
Montreal, March 7. 
Serving as the Quebec show win- 
dow for the Warner Bros. French 
product, the Orpheum. 


open April 7 with “Le Ciel et Toi,” 
French language version of “All This 
and Heaven Too,” 
Wolfe Cohen, general manager for 
WB in Canada. April 7 is the date 
when the Orpheum will have played 
off its already released first-run 
English-language films. 

This will be the opener of French 
dialog films at the, Orpheum. “Le 
Ciel et Toi” was first presented ex- 


perimentally at the Capitol, Quebec | 


City, last 
this and 


and clicked in 
subsequent dates in the 
Quebec, encouraging 
Warners to announce a full season's 


November 


| schedule of French remakes for re- 


Admish Tax | | 


lease in this province. 

“Une Femme Dangereuse” (“They 
Drive By Night’) and “L’Aigle des 
Mer” (“The Sea Hawk”) also played 


1,100-seater 
and first-run theatre on the Main; 
film-shopping street of this city, will | 


according to} 


| ager, 


| Fox-Intermountain 


the Capitol, Quebec, under WB aus- | 


pices, registering grosses from 
40% higher than the Rouse average 
for an English-language film. 


Take Over 3 in Chi 
Chicago. March 7. 
B-P-R Corp., new theatre com- 
pany headed by Michael Siegel and 
Ben Eisenberg, has taken over the 


manager of that circuit's Northside 
theatre. Replaces Malcolm McDon- 
ald, tapped for Navy. 

Gustave J. Boudot named manager 
of United Artists’ Cincinnati ex- 
change. Succeeds Don Galvin, who 
joins U.A. sales. 


Interstate Grooms New Workers 
Dallas, March 7. 

A school in maintenance is being 
held here for personnel of Interstate 
Circuit, hard hit by manpower prob- 
lem, since about 600 employees now 
are serving colors. New Interstate 
employees are instructed about in- 
tricacies of show biz. 

Henry Bergman named new man- 
ager of Aztec, San Antonio. Jack QO. 
Mitchell to Majestic, replacing Wel- 
don Parsons. W. W. Donaho to Em- 
pire, and Miss Beulah Greene, from 
Empire to Texas, all San Antonio 
houses of Interstate. 

F. W. Allen has succeeded Wallace 
Walthall as branch manager of the 
National Screen Service, latter being 
promoted to N. Y. office. 

Safe of Lison, Dallas nabe house, 
owned by Oscar Korn, opened by 
burglars and $600 in cash and other 
valuables taken. ‘ 

F. W. Allen, assistant manager of 
National Screen Service office here, 
promoted to manage branch. Allen 
replaces Wallace Walthall, promoted 
to special rep out of the N. Y. office. 

Other exchange changes include 
Walter Steadman to post of office 
manager, replacing Leo Smith. Dave 
Mitchell is new service manager re- 
placing Harry Harris. 


Miss Schwartz New Davenport Mgr. 


Des Moines, March 7. 

With Fred Danico, manager of Es- 
quire, Davenport, Ia. going into 
Navy this month, Shirley Schwartz, 
former assistant manager at the Cap- 
itol, Davenport, becomes Esquire 
manager. Sara Wichmann, who was 
assistant to Danico, goes to the Cap- 
itol as assistant. Jim Clemens is new 
assistant to Miss Schwartz ai the 
Esquire. He was assistant manager 
at the Rocket, Rock Island. New 
setup gives H. G. Grove, Tri-States 


district manager, three feminine 
managers. Besides Miss Schwartz 
they are Margaretha Hudgell at 


Rocket, Rock Island, and Clem Bur- 
ger at Strand, Iowa City. 


Guy Reopening House 
Denver, March 7. 

S. L. Guy is reopening the Hotch- 
kiss at Hotchkiss, Colo. 

Ralph J. Batchelet, Bluebird man- 
re-elected president of East 
Denver Board of Trade. 

Tom Bailey, former RKO salesman 
in San Francisco, has moved in as 
manager of Denver exchange, 
ceeding Al Kolitz, who gets another 
assignment. 

F. H. Ricketson, Jr.. president of 
Theatres, has 
been elected to directorate of Colo- 
rado Museum of Natural History. 

Arnold Benson is reopening 
Pecos at Pecos, N. M. 


Komm Adds to His Circuit 


St. Louis, March 7. 
indie film theatre 


suc- 


the 


Sam Komm, 


owner, who has been expanding his 


Banner, Royal and Paulina theatres | 


from Abe Gumbiner, who is retiring 
because his son, who operated the 
houses for him, has been drafted. 

Michael Siegel, who been 
manager of the Banovitz circuit's 
Grand for the past eight months, 
will actually manage the houses, 
while Ben Eisenberg, the other part- 
ner, continues his sales affiliation 
with the local Monogram Pictures 
branch. 

F-WC Buys Another House 
Los Angeles, March 7. 

Fox-West Coast bought the Alca- 
zar, Bell, Cal., from J. B. Spaugh, at 
a reported price of $100,000. 

Deal, negotiated by W. H. Loller, 
includes not only the theatre proper 
but four stores and 20 apartments in 
the building. Circuit also operates 
the Alpha and Bell theatres in that 
area, under lease. 

More Femme Mers. in Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Norman Meyers has resigned as 
manager of Barry, owned by Bill 
Skirball, and Morry Baker is re- 
placing. Meyers succeeded Mannie 
Greenwald when latter, who had 
piloted house since Skirball took it 
over in 1936, went into Army. 

Dick Brown, veteran WB manager, 
who has been on the sick list since 
last summer, is back in harness again 
and has been assigned by circuit to 
Regent theatre, nabe house in East 
Liberty. He's taking over for John 
Conheim, on a leave of absence. 

Herb Greenblatt, RKO manager 
here, appointed chairman of distribs 
division of War Activities Committee, 
Western Pennsylvania. Replaces John 
J. Maloney, Metro’s Central division 
sales chief. 

Jimmy Salmans, recently resigned 
as manager of Shea’s Orpheum in 
McKees Rocks, has joined Harris as 


circuit, has added another via ihe 
purchase of Maplewood theatre in St. 
Louis county for a reported $78,000. 
Although the theatre, a 1.466-seater, 


is under lease to St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co., operated by Fanchon & 
Marco Service Corp., film row ex- 


| pects Komm to take over the house 


| chased the Aubert, another St 


} 


when lease expires. 

Several months ago Komm pur- 
Louis 
Amusement Co. unit. 

Republic On Own in Pitt 

Republic purchased franchise in- 
terests of J. H. Alexander and Sam 
Fineberg for distribution of product 
iii Pittsburgh territory, effective 
March 1. 

Sam Seplowin, Republic central 
district sales manager, takes over 
operation of the branch temporarily. 


Radio City, Mpls., Civic Bally 

Minneapolis, March 7. 
Regarding the reopening of the 
4.000-seat Minnesota theatre by the 
Paramount circuit as civie 
achievement,” the Minneapolis Civie 
& Commerce Association is sponsor- 
ing the event this week. It’s first 
time organization ever acted thusly 
for a showhouse premiere, Directors 

(Continued on page 55) 


Mpls.-St. Paul Would Up B.0 


Minneapolis, March 7. 

Move to boost admission prices in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul neighbor- 
hood houses is gaining momentum. 
Thus far six theatres here and one in 
St. Paul have upped their scales a 
nickel, Additonal houses are consid- 
ering following suit despite the fact 
that the new admission tax becomes 
effective April 1. 

Independents are hoping that the 
Paramount circuit also will raise its 
prices, 
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‘ 9 (2d wk). Handsome $12,000 to add | ‘ 
n ms a eonar err to hot $15,000 opening round. Holds ee 
third week. In rms 0 ] po 
’ ’ Orpheum (RKO) (1.500: 40-60)— | ’ 
“Tender Comrade” (RKO) and 
6 “Rookies Burma” (RKO). Bis $14.- ‘6 b ] 
risco; bernadette Necord at ob Best et; Ange mn 
3 and “Gildersleeve on ay’ e 9 2 9 
(RKO), lusty $10,500 but slightly un- Ret 
San Francisco, March 7. der hopes. Pry. | | 
Despite rain, “Song of Bernadette” er — | 
broke all records for an opening last K ing a gingie (U) with | omen €cor y 
Thursday (2) at Paramount. and ey ity rosses White's “Scandals” on Stage. Husky | ’ ? Ree 
looks new high at terrific $50,000, $13,000. Last week, “Swingtime 
helped by upped scale. “Up in Arms” Total Gress fe os Angeles. March 7. 
plus Ada Leonard band is heading This Week $3,006,100 ol) with vaude, mild $9,000. { B d ¢ Sunshine for a change and Backs 
(Based on 24 cities, 187 thea- roa way rosses Academy Awards are credited with 
strone at the Orpheum. : tres, chiefly first runs, including ‘Cun Ho’ To 5 Ind ls helping first-run biz locally.. The Bot. 2 
Wack NW... ¥.) g | Estimated Total Gross awards push is giving “Song of + 
Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75)—"Fight-| Total Gross Same Week Pi t 1336 ‘V iti = This Week............$605,300 | Bernadetie” at United Artists and Fy 
ing Seabees” (Rep) and “Best Gal” $2,722,100 1X a 24M; ani (Bused on 14 theatres) Four Star a bangup $17.000 or con- 
(Rep). eek, (Based on 27 cities, 184 theatres) ‘ Tota! Gross Same Week siderably over last week's total, 
“Sullivans” (20th) and “Gildersleeve | UJ C ¢ 15G Last Year............. $423,000 « 
Broadway” (RKO)> tine $26.000. ps acanova, ine | Combo ot Lost Angel” and “Ration- 
Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 55-1.10) | “Spider Woman” (U) (3d wk). Hefty Indianapolis. March 7. asea@ on 4. eaceres Ing’ is providing a first-rate $59,500 
—Bernadette” (20th). Set an all- $8500. Last week, robust $11,000. Cold rains put a damper on biz jin four houses, with former the real 
time house record o}ening night,and| Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) | here over weekend, but there's stil! ar magnet. 
heads for record $50,000. Last week.| (1,800; 40-75) “No Time Love”) a healthy boxoffice glow. Sensational ane — “Up * — 
“Madame Curie” (M-G) (3d wk), ex-| (Par). Strong $15,000. Last week, | showing of “A Guy Named Joe.” now (CT) 100: 30-60)-—“Old 
cellent $18,000. “Lodger” (20th) and “Beautiful But| in third week at Loew’s, is town's Oklahoma” (Rep) and “Swin Time | musical, is landing a solid $31,000 in 
St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; | Broke” (Col), sturdy $14,000. }talk. Earl Carroll's “Vanities” is % Neat $5 000 Last | houses. “Women in Bondage” is 
end Paramount (H-E) (3.000; 75-$1.10) boosting, “Casanova in Burlesque 10 | week.» “Happy Land” (20th), trim | Pushing the Hawaii to a new house 
sleeve on Broadway” (RKO) (2d) _«For Whom Bell Tolls” (Par). | figure at the Circle. “Gung | g4°399, /record of $12,000 while “Where Are 
wk). Moveover stout $15,000. | La: ist | Terrific $32,000. Last week, “Desert Ho” is geiting important coin at the St. Denis (France-Film) (2.500; 30- | Children?” looks satisfying $26.000 
week, “Song of Russia” (M-G) and} gone” (WB) and “Timber Queen” | Indiana. 40)—"Paradis Perdu” and “La 13me}in three spots for second stanza. 
$15.51 | Ci le (Kats. Doll (2.800. 40- 65) de Grey.” Pointing to lush | “Lady in Dark” still is bright at 
15.500. sie = ircle (Katz-Dolle) (2, Lawes ee ast week “Feu le Mer e | $35,000 in two theatres though ia 
Warfield (F-WC) (2.650: (H-E) (2.040; 40-75) “No |. ‘Casanova Burlesque” (Rep) $4.500. Last week, Fe la Mere de es thous 
Time Love” (Par). Good $6,500. Las’ | Madame” and “Piege,.” smart $4.200. | ourth Sess:on, 
“Bad Men Missouri” (WB) (reissue) | “Desert Sone” (WB) o | Carroll's “Vanities” on silage. * 
plus stage show, “Can-Can Follies,” | (Par) | Vanities” gets major credit for trim Estimates for This Week 
with Watson Sisters, Gaudsmith | ‘$4 000 Quee °- | $15,000 or over. Last week. “Sing ‘ | Carthey Cirele (F-WC) «1516; 
Brothers. Don Zelaya and Betty 94-900. | Jingle” (U) and Tommy Dorsey orch, Bernadette Huge 2816 90) -—- “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
Black. Strong $28.000. Last week,| Musie Box (H-E) (1.000: 40-75 Y— | smash $29,000. os “Rationing” (M-G). Bie $9,000. Last 
“Timber Queen” (Par) plus “Man-| “Desert Song” (WB) and “Young! Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 30-50). 2 D t Week. “Sullivans” (20th), low $4,500. 
hattan Scandals” unit and Rubinofy Ideas” (M-G). Trim $4,500. Lest }—"Gung Ho” (U) and “Moonlight | enver po S, urie | Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034: 45- 
on stage, big $26,500, | week, “What a Woman (Col) and Vermont” (U). Fancy $13,500. Last | 1 ‘ ’ e |90) — “Lost Angel” (M-G) and 
State (F-WC) (2,160;  55-75)—| “Happy Land” (20th), strong $5,500.) week. “Snow White” (RKO) (re- | 1416 Gung Ho 126 Big “Ration'ng” (M-G). Neat $13.000 for 
“Curie” (M-G) (4th wk). Moveover issue), dandy $13,200 and not far be- 2M ’ six davs. Last week. “Sullivans” 
is satisfactory $14.000. Last week. ‘ ’ “ {hind first-run years ago at higher | Denver, March 7. (20th). iair $11,400. 
“Frisco Kid” (WB) and “Rains | B kl F seale. | Upped scale and earlier starting Downtown ( (1.800: 45-90) 
Came” (20th) (reissues), fair $12,500. | roo yn ray orte Keith's (Indie) (1,200; 30-55 )—" It’s time daily are pushing “Song of Ber- “Our Time” (8d wk) Ste dy 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 55-75) Love Again” (ndie) and vaude. | nadette” to a sensational total day- | at $13,000. Last week. good $16.700.- 
—"Up in Arms” (RKO), with Ada $20, 000, Best In Mols.: Average $4,500, four-day run. Last} date at Denver and Esquire. “Miracle | 
Leonard orch, Merry Maes, others. | week, “Drums Fu Manehu” (Rep) Morgan’s Creek” is topping its sec 
on stage. Terrific $33,000. Last week. | end vaude, stout $6,000, also four} ond week take at the Denham, and | “Where Are Children?” (Mono) and 
ai | ‘Li e oat’ alris ar- | “Chan Secret Service” (Mono) (2d 
Rookies Burma” (RKO), with Cab | | days. 7 ; | stays a fourth. “Gung Ho” at Par vic) y $6,000. Last week. neat 
Calloway orch on stage, smash | Minneapolis. March 7. | Loew’s (Loew's) (2,450; 30-50)— | amount and “Curie” at Orpheum also $19.6 A »,UUU. Last weed, nea 
$34,000. nine | Guy Named Joe” (M-G). Nifty | are big. $12,000. ‘ 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.400: 60- | ilen Gray's orchestra plus neal $8,000 in third week after terrific Estimates for This Week Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 85-$1.10) 
75)—"The Imposter” (U) and acts and “Whistling in Brooklyn” is $13,200 second stanza, best on record Aladdin (Fox) (1.400: 30-65)—“Ali —"Song Bernadette” (20th) (4th wk). 
“Swingtime Johnny (U). Big $19.- the hot boxoffice combo currently at | jat popul: (1,600: 30-80)— Baba” (U) and “Casanova Burlesque” or near, Last week, 
000 or over. Last week, Flesh Fan- ; the Orpheum. Otherwise there’s only | Lyric <atz-Dolle (1,000; (Rep), after week at each Denver, 
tasy” (U) wk), $11.500, “Lifeboat.” but | “Tarzan’s Desert Mystery” (RKO) Esquire. Nice $6.500. Last week. Haweii (G&S) (1100; 
United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,-/ one other new sana er st , and “Battle Russia (20th). Hefty “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) and “Beau- | “Women Bondage” (Mono) and “Hot 
100; 60-75)—"Bridge San Luis Rey” | it's doing only fairly. Radio City! $8,000. Last week, “Fighting Sea- tiful But Broke” (Col). after week at | Rhythm” (Mono). New record at 
(UA) (th wk). Still big at $10,000. | (formerly the Minnesota).  4,000-| beos” (Rep), brisk $5,000 for 3-day | Denver, Esquire. fine $7000 wow $12,000. Last week, “Return 
Last week, stout $11,500. j seater, gets under way Wednesday | moveover. Breadway (Fox) (1,040: 30-65)— | Vampire” (Col) and “Crime Dr.’s 
(8) with “Lady in Dark. “Girl Crazy” (M-G) and “Escape to (sth wk), still 
Estimates for This Week B d W 206 Danger” (RKO), after Orpheum | profitable at $3,000. 
Piit. Clipped By Bliz Aster (Par-Singer) (900: mek! erna ette OW ’ | week, Neat $5,000. Last week, “Fan- | Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 45-90)— 
“Million Dollar Kid” (Mono) and | ‘ tasia” (RKO), fine $6,000. | “Our Time” (WB) (3d wk). Protit- 
Something About Soldier” (Col). Buff: Butler Sis Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-60 )— | able $10,000. Last week, nice $11,700, 
But ove OK $17, 000; five days, nice $2,600. Last week, ? Miracle Morgan's Creek” (Par) (3d Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,200; 
“Return Vampire” (Col) and “Sul- | Buffalo, March 7. | wk), and “Timber Queen” (Par). Big | 45.99) — “Where Are Children?” 
ith 3iz is on upbeat currently w $15,000. and holds again. Last week, | “Oh: Service” 
a) re ” Mild at 10. 500 : tan’s Daughter (Mono) split with! B } tl 1 ith} $1 .000. and holds Last week, | (yjono) and “Chan Secret Service 
y “Crime Doctor” (Col) and “What a! Vaughn Monroe’ s band lifting “€ ross | “Miracle. solo. nice $13,000. (Mono) (2d wk). . Holding well at 
Pittsburgh, March 7. Man” (Mono), $3.100 in eight days. | o! Lorraine” to total Buf- | | $16,500. Last week, solid $24.000. 
‘ vstor | falo. “Song of Bernadetie”’ also is!“Song Bernadette 2 . day-date 45.23) 
snowstorm of wink |. Century (P-S) (1.000; 40 as is “His Butler's Sister” at the| with Esquire. Socko $24,000, biggest | , Orpheum (D'town) (2.200: 
companied by sleet and ice. which | Sister (U) (2d wk). | SOCK as neck-and-| here in ages. Last week, “Ali Baba” | Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d run) 
hit just before peak biz Saturday | yoved here after fine week Lafayette. both ly): Burlesque” | and vaude on stage. Light $14,500. 
night (4), delivered a stiff jolt to a) Orpheum. Still strong at $8,000. Last ; neck SOF Rasa cg aod an te k | rf ge Esquire fine $17,000 Last week, “Drums Fu Manchu” 
eek that started out very promis- week. “What a Woman” (Col) (2d} (Fox) 75-$1.10)— | (Rep) and vaude, nifty $19,700. 
ingly. May somewhat down wk), good $6,200. of (M-G) and! “Song Bernadette” (20th), day-date | Pantages (Pan) (2.812; 45-90)—"Up 
| age. Mon-| With Esquire. Big $4,500. Last week, |in Arms” (RKO). Husky $26,000. 
so good at Fulton. “No Time for sOpn 4 Vaughn Monroe orch on stage. Mon 
Tove” is nice at Penn. | way Tomorrow” (RKO). Looks mild roe combo pushing this show to| “Ali Baba” (U) and “Casanova Bur- Last weck, What a Woman (Col) ; 
This Week | $3.000. Last week, orvette. K-225” | ereat $25,000, Last week, “Lifeboat” | (Rep), also Denver, fine $3,- | Destiny 
ann. On. J), $5,000 in nine days. $15.000 O00. | (RKO), nic 3,000. 
Fulton (Shea) (1.700: 30-60)—“Jane | (20th), bright $15,000. 2290. 4x 
but isn’t holdine up. Looks good | “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) (2d | ¢1.19)—“Song of Bernadette” (20th). “Girl G) —"“Lady in Dark (Par) (sth Wi}. 
$10,500. but under exvectations. Last wk). Switched from State. C Soaring to great $20,000. Last week, (RKO) abs ut 
week, “Fighting Seabees” (Rep) (2d fine $7,000. Last week. “In Old | “Madame Curie’ (M-G) (2d w ange! abo | weck, great $24,400. 
wk), fine $7.700. | Oklahoma” (Rep) (3d wk), strong} faney $12,500. Paramount Hollywood (F&I) (1.- 
Harris (Harris) (2.200: 30-60)— | $4,500 in six days. bringing total for| “yipp (Shea) (2.100; 35-65)»— 1451; 45-90)—“Lady in Dark” (Par) 
“None Shall Escape” (Col). Colum- | run to amazing $24,000. | “Swing Fever” (M-G) and “Uncen- Pein Hem : Great at $12.000. | (4th wk). Big $14,500. Last week, 
bia put on big bally but never got | Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 40-65)—} sored” (20th). Cheerful $9.000 in six tank wees  OBatns Came” (0th) and | eXtra strong $16,000. % 
Started. Fair $8.500. Last week, sec-| “Whistling Brooklyn” (M-G) plus} days. Last week, “Three Russian “Tinder Two Flags” (20th) (reissues). | RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 45- P 
ond of “Lifeboat” (20th), okay $5,200 iGlen Gray orch, others. on stage.| Girls’ (UA) and “Timber Queen $7.000 | 90)—"Up in Arms” (RKO). Dandy 
in four days. |Band has good following here sO | (Par), robust $10,000. PS | Rialto (Fox) (878: 30-65) _“Fight- | $25,000, Last week, “What a Woman” 
Penn (Loew's-UA) (3.500; 30-60)— | strong $20,000 is likely. Last week.| Lafayette (Basil) (3,300: 39-69 )— ing Seabees” (Rep) and “Beautiful | (Col) (id wk-8 days) and “Passport 
No Time Love” ar pice | “Butler’s Sister” (U), led town with “Butler's Sister ‘ (U) and Hi'¥a But Broke” (Col via Denver, Es- Destiny” (RKO) (8 days), heity 
ge Named | grand $13,500. Sailor” (U). Catching guire, Aladdin route. Nice $3.500. | $16,000. ‘ 
oe” (M-G). fine $16, -55)—“Life- | fashion and may reach 920, ast week, “Lifeboat” (20th) and it: (1,372: 45-90) 
Ritz (WB) (800; 30-60) Good Old | boat” (20th). Crix raves helping this | Last weck. “Crazy House (U) and “Swinetime Johnny” (U), after Den- | « Whe re Are Children” (Mono) and 
Days (Indie) Small-scater has one. Fairish $11,000 Last w eek, | “Sherlock Holmes Faces Death” (U).! vay Esquire, Aladdin, good $3.000. “Chan Secret Service” (Mono) (2d 
plucked a winner in this full-length | “Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par),| rousing $17,000. a . - - vk). Light $3.500. Last week. excel- . 
film compiled from old-time films. | 2 ‘entury (Ind.) (3.000; 35-64) OF 
Stout $5.500. 1 k.- “Desert 312.500 “Tender Comrade” (RKO). Lool | $8,000. 
Sone’? (WB). Uptown (Par) (1.100: 30-40 )—“Girl | Balto Full of H 0) | State (Loew’s-WC) (2.204: 45-90 
Penn and Warner. weak at $2.000. | Crazy | “Desert Song” (WB) and “Ganegway | 
Senator (Harris) (1.750; 30-60)— | showing. Good $3.500. Last week, | Tomorrow (RKO) (2d wk). plenty | ‘Tender -Vaude $15 000 (M-G ). Sturdy $28,000. Last 
“Calling Dr. Death” (U) and “Spider | “Thank Lucky Stars” (WB), $3,000. good at $12.000 for second session. . Sullivans (20th), above estimates ie 
Woman” (U). Looks like $3.800. not World (Par-Steffes) | | Baltimore, March 7. (UA-WC) (2.100: 85 
sad. Last week, “Footlight Glamour” | “Private Life Henry VIII” (UA) (re- United Artists A-WC) 
(Col) and “Something About Soldier” | issue). Looks satisfactory $2,500. ‘Curi ie” if $1 3. 000, Ur al $1.10) “Song adette (20th) 
(Col), around $4.000. Last week, “No Time Love” (Par) ‘ . 1/ tire downtown 1s 1oldover ns } (llth wk). Jumped up to" root 
Stanley (WP) (3,800; 30-75)—“In | (4th wk), brisk $2.000. Ment’ l; Angel Big 9 AG week, Biz is steady despite this. 1$10.000. better than okay $7.500 of ; 
Our Time” (WB) plus Shep Fields | Montreal. March 7. Second round for tenth frame. 
orch ie Burnetic Handsome grosses are in sight cur- Hipp. yu "Song Uptown F-WC) 
ancy $22, sast week JONNY ire lv. with “Madame Curie” itting oF “Lost Angel” (M-G) an Ins 
Long’s band and “Lost Angel” (M- ‘Russia, ‘Comrade’ Both to “Lost an- | Bern the “Guy Nam oad $9.500 Las eek, 
G), big $24.500. | sel” looks with “Mutles’s and" ‘Ali Baba’ ‘Sullivans’ (20th), below average 
Named Joe’ (M-G) (3d wk). Moved | ad 2.296: 45-90)— 
here after big fortnight at Penn. Kansas City, March 7. | ween Estimates for This Week 000 Last 
Strong $7,000. Last week. reissue of Despite the Lenten season and Palace (CT) Century (Loew'’s-UA) (3,000; 17- | “Song of Russia” (M-G) and j 
“Frisco Kid” (WB), disappointing | weekend dip in mercury, business ler’s Sister’ (U (2a WK). 55)—"Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (3d | Footsteps” (Rep). stout 
$6,500. steady. Two newcomers are neck! $8,500 after smash $12,000 last week pi k) Unusual for house to go third | 
‘and neck for top money. “Song of | to lead city. sendy at $12.000 after $8,900. 
‘ Russia” dualed with “Racket Man” | Capitol (CT) (2.700; 30-62)—*Lost strong second sesh of $16,200. Ti $8,000 
Bell’ Tolls Terrif at Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; | Last week, neat $9,900. 4 
$32,000 in Portland ma” at the Orpheum. George White's | week. “Top Man” (U) and “Holmes 2 
“Scandals” on the stage at the Tower, | Faces Death” (U). about same. atte $1 
Portland. Ore., March 7. | ue: looks sécko. 900 after bangup initial round’s $19, 
Leading current film parade is "with “Sing a Jingle.” looks s6ck Loew’s (CT) (2.800; 35-67)—"Curie” | 499. $4.000. Last week, “Nabonga 
“Bell Tolls” at Hamrick-Evergreen’s | Estimates for This Week (M-G). Terrif $13,000. best in city. | Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460: 17- | (PRC), fair $3,800. (1.680 $1.10) .—-—-- 
Paramount at upped scale. “No Time! Esquire, Uptown and Fairway Last week. repeat "Ali Baba" (U), 55)—"Ali Baba” (U) (3d wk). Be- | dette sd whe kK) ‘Start- 
for Love” also is strong at the Or- | (Fox- Midwest) (820, 2,043 and 700; smash $11,000. gan third week Monday (6). Second Bernade A 
pheum. “Jane Eyre” (20th). Strong Princess (CT) (2.300; 30-52)—  veck was fine $13,000. First sesh | €4 third sesh yes a at $18.00 Opener 
Estimates for This Week $13.000. Last week. “Ali Baba” (U). “Hostages Aldrich stout $16,300. 600. 
adway Parker 900: 4N- | hot $14,200, better tnan expectations. | Haunts House” (Par). cay $0,000, Was massive 
£G) “Rack “Gangway ‘row KO); Banjo Un My nec | Time” (WB) (2d wk). Strong 
Angel” (M-G), Dandy $13,000. Last “Song Russia” (M-G) and “Racket and “Gangway Tomorroy (R issue Some tr: 3.500 ast | atte * 
week “Fighting Seabees” Rep?) and | Man” (Col). Excellent $14.000. Last | (2d wk). fine $6,500, fe he fty 925,000 initialer. 0: 17 
“ 4 eck. “Guy Name ay (United Amusements) (750; week. “Ghost Ship average Valencia (Loew's-UA) (1.480: 17- 
Casanova Burlesaue (Rep) (2d) week, “Guy Named Joe” (M-G) (2d | Sen” (han) and “7 (#400 155)—"3 Russian Girls” (UA). Mila 
wk). fair $8,000 wk), torrid $16,000. 35-45)—"Souls a Sea” (Par) and A 55 Ss 
-|#H: illion” ar ‘eissues). Tor-; Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— | $3.500. Last week. Flight om 
Uni Artists (Parker) (900: 40- Newman (Paramount) (1 900: 40 Had Million (Par) (reissues) fee 
75) Butler's Sister” (U) and 60)—‘Miracle Morgan’s Creek” (Par) rid $5.000. Last week, “Million Dol- “Frisco Kid” (WB) (reissue), Mild- ' mand” (M-G) (reissue), so-so $3,600. . 
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i 
Just a‘few of the M-G-M Previews that keep Hollywood busy these nights! 
It’s future joy from the hit-happy outfit that’s giving Showmen the pay-off 
: product today with hits like: “A Guy Named Joe,” “Thousands Cheer,” 
| “Madame Curie,” “Girl Crazy,” “Lassie Come Home,” “Broadway Rhythm,” 
ii “See Here, Private Hargrove,” “Song of Russia,” “The Heavenly Body,” | 
ig “Lost Angel” and more M-G-Movies-for-the-millions! | 
it 
“Calling All Patriotic Showmen! 
Red Cross Drive March 23rd Through 20th.” 
| 
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VARIETY 


“THE WHITE 
CLIFFS” 


It is a land- f 
mark in film 
annals! 


“TWO SISTERS 


AND A SAILOR” 


Watch: Biggest 
sensation in years! 


\ 
“AMERICA” 
(Technicolor) | 
As BiG as a | 
its name! 


“GASLIGHT” 
Preview fore- 
casts terrific 
box-ofhce hit! 


“KISMET” iy 
(Techniceler) 
New glory 
for the J 
screen! 


at 
3 
>. 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 8, 1944. 


Will Osborne Orch (14) with 
Marianne; Samuels (3), King Sisters 
(4), Larry Adler, Johiny 


Capitol. N. Y. | 
| 


of San Luis Rey” (UA), 
reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 2. 


Capitol bought a strong stage line- 
up to couple with “Bridge of San 
Luis Rey.” Beginning with Will Os- 
borne’s orchestra, the vaude pres- 
entation, with the King Sisters and 
Larry Adler, combines good name 
value with entertainment, 
though the running time is long and 
the pacing loose. 


This bill if tightened up would | 
make a sharper impact. Osborne's | 
band, for example, opens with a| 


Jong arrangement, including a drum 
and clarinet break which could be 
eliminated. So, too, could Mari- 
anne’s (band’s vocalist) version of 
“GI Jive,’ which is not meant as a 
criticism of her ability. There’s so 
much in the show, with four acts to 
present, that if one didn’t know 
Johnny Morgan was on the bill it 
would be easy to think the King 
Sicters were the closing act. 

Osborne’s combination has three 
trumpets, three trombones, four sax, 
three rhythm, which looks a bit 
shorthanded on this stage in com- 
parison to the overstuffed outfits it’s 
in competition with; but it plays 
well and offers unusually good ar- 
rangements and does a satisfactory 
overall job. It offers arrangement 
of “Rhapsody in Blue” that’s out- 
Standing. 

Osborne vocals only one number, 
“Besame Mucho,” which is enhanced 
by exceptional background music. 
Joe Adams takes a clarinet break in| 
the following ‘“Poinciana,” which 
€arns him a nod from the audience. 

Samuels, comedy-dance act, leads 
off the acts. Trio has added bits of 
funny business since last caught, 
which makes the turn better. Dance, 
routines are as smoothly done as} 
ever and the big audience reaction | 
well earned. | 


Tkis is the first time at the erty | 


for the King Sisters, vho formerly 

layed the Paramoum. They reap} 
arge dividends with a combination 
of neatly costumed physical charm, | 
plus abilitv. Quartet does “Shoo 
Shoo Baby,” “I'll Be Around” and “I 
Said No.” an old recorded arrange- 
ment with a new punch line and 
have a hard time getting off. 

Larry Adler follows and is the 
sock of the bill. His harmonica 
gymnastics, starting. with “Holiday 
for Strings” and proceeding through 
*“Valaguena,” “Besame Mucho” 
(which should be replaced in view 
of Osborne’s vocal) and “Beat Me 
Daddy.” excellent. Smooth 
handling of his own announcements 
helns the overall impression. 

Johnny Morgan. radio and nitery 
comedian, last at Loew's State, N. Y.. 
has finally begun to use some of his 
nitery routines. He does a takeoff 
on a symphony conductor, which he 
hes been using for years, as his 
closer and the bit sets him solidly 
with the customers. He has others 
thet can be rearranged for stage use. | 

Morgan's opening is slow but as | 
he prosresses his material imnroves. | 
None of it is really sock, however. | 
with the exception of the conductor 
bit and if he can round up better | 
maierial this is one gag man who| 
shou'e go places. He has a small- | 
bov deliverv that ingratiates him | 
with an audience. 

Biz good. Wood. 


Stanley. Pitt. 
Pittsburgh, March 3. 

Shep Fields orch (14), Smiley 
Burnette, Ted & Flo Vallett, Mere- 
dith Blake, Alcn Cummings, Joe 
Neari. Tod Dowson: “In Our Time” 
(WB). 

This is last stage show at Stanley 
for a month or so. Next Friday (10) 
house oes straight pix while man- 


agement sets up backlog of attra¢- 
tions. Bow-out js on pleasant. 


entertaining note, 
is giving out with music that’s an 
excellent relaxative, particularly 
after the string of brassy bands 
de’uxer has been getting of late. 
Smart arrangements show off 
Fields’ instrumentation to the best 
advantage. especially “Lost Chord,” 
“Holiday for Strinss’ and an up- 
sweep on “American Patrol.” Orch 
carries a gal harpist now, and she 
punches “Holiday” up into a swingo 
beauty. “Patrol” starts the show 


for Shep Fields 


ud from there with “Besame Mucho 
and “My Heart Tells Me.” New 
singer does both of them like dirges, 
right down to the sad nan. He needs 
plenty of polish. 
couple of diction lessons. 

Ted and Fio Vallett have an .un- 
usual and entertaining act. These 
baton-twirlers mix it uo with some 
ekay acrcbatics. and spin the sticks 
around so dizzily that the rods prac- 
ticellvy become spots in front of the 
eyes, Youngsters click solidly with 
a turn that’s different and original. 

Meredith Blake. femme chirper, is 
a striking job who looks sood and 
lis.ens well. Does a bang-up job on 
“Mv Idea!” and “Shoo Shoo Baby” 
and handles the !yrics on Fields’ 
standard-bearer, “Losi Chord,” in 
which band gets tovether to sound 
like a 


none 


organ. Then, ir a nos- 
teulgic “elds recalls briefiv his 
old rir ~“thm stvle and fits it 
into t *-un like tasty, vin- 
tage wine. Joe Nefri, 17-year-old 


smart pace. 
on jive tunes with bounce and pre- 


| pleasant “manner of 


exnrrience and a} 


electric guitar wizard, over big with 
his concert piece. 

Smiley Burnette, next to closing, 
proves a friendly, engaging gaffer 
who fills 10 minutes with first-rate 
entertainment. His aci, admittedly 
is corn, but its saleable and he-pro- 
ceeds to makes okay with the jokes. 
country singing and the suitar and 
squeeze box pickings. Brings out a 
swivel-hipped cowhand, Todd Daw- 
son, who cracks a wicked whip, 
chopping strips of paper right out of 
a kid’s mouth. 
voungster up from the 


boy’s apparently a plant; nobody 


would take their chance with a cash} 


customer. 


Short show and could use another 


act. But what there is here is okay. 
Cohen. 
RKO, Boston 
Boston, March 2. 
Jan Garber Orch (15): Beatrice 


Kay, Wally Boag, Carter & Moreland; 
“Beautiful But Broke” (Col). 


If Jan Garber came here with a 
rep for fronting a Lombardian crew, 
he'll leave with a different evalua- 
tion, as his new outfit clicks with 
sweets and jives. Supporting show, 
featuring Beatrice Kay, always wow 
here, likewise in the slot. 

Garber fronts the band with a 
lively ken to the temper of the house 
and gives both his band and his show 
Orchestra works out 
cision, doing “Dispatch from 
patch,” “Stormy Weather,” “Blue 
Heaven” for a_ crisp’ reception. 
Changes pace with “Smoke Gets in 
Your Eyes” for the more moderate 
listeners, and clicks there, too. 

Carol Kay, tasty warbler, does “San 
Fernando Valley” and “Do Nothing” 
to the gallery’s satisfaction, and Bob 
Davis, tall crooner with a powerful 
voice of good quality, handles the 
swoon division with “My Shining 
Hour.” Vocalists combine with band 
members for quartet on “Prayer of a 


Dog- 


Nation.” A comedy turn by band 
members is best forgotten. 
Wally Boag, new here, staggers 


with his balloon stun‘s. and finishes 
with an all-out tap and acrobatic 
routine for a beg-off. Carter and 
Moreland overdo an amusing rou- 
tine to kill their exit, but Beatrice 
Kay appears to shake the joint to its 


foundations with her gay 90s’ stuff 
to wind up the routine. 
Biz great at opener. Elie. 


St. Charles. N. 0. 


New Orleans, March 3. 


Clyde Lucas Orch, Marion Hutton, 
Paul Steele, Cordyn & Sawver, Paul 


Lucas; “Adventures in Iraq” (WB). | brasses 


Clyde Lucas’ band is no stranger 


here and appearance is productive of 


another big week for this house. 
Outfit is brassy, but 1:efined and al- 
ways effective in its varied and 
vivid rhythms. When caught the 
band stood a full evening house on 
its ears with a nifty presentation 
that generated plenty of enthusiasm. 

A clever and tricky arrangement 
to show off band instrumentalists 
has the audience whistling. 

Marion Hutton with novelty and 
pop tunes goes over forcefully and 
Paul Steele, band vocalist, 
chirping does 
okay. 

Cordyn and Sawyer, comedy team, 
has the customers enjoying their 
i}whacky ana unusual act. Paul Lucas’ 
vocals also contribute to the enter- 
tainment. Liuz. 


Michigan. Detroit 
Detroit, March 3. 
Woody Herman Orch (17) with 
Frances Wayne, Chubby Jackson, 
| Cliff Leemans; Lenny Gale, Marion 
| Daniels. Phil Brestoff house 
Uninvited” (Par). 


Burnette brings the! 
crowd but! 


with a} 


orch; 


With better than average picture 
lure, Michigan has brought in Woody 
| Herman’s solid combo to provide a 


Musie Hall. N. 
Russell Markert’s “Magazine Re- 
vue,” settings by Nat Karson, cos- 


ltumes, Willa Van (H. Rogge), spe- 
leial lyrics, Albert Stillman; songs, 
Paul McGrane, Pem Davenport; 
|Robert Merrill, Renald & Rudy, | 
| Patricia Bowman, Rudolf Kroeller, 
| Nicholas Daks, Ben Dova, George 
|Young; “Up In Arms” (Goldwyn- 


RKO), reviewed in “Variety” Feb. 9, 
| 1943. 


Managing director Eyssell 
says it's just a coincidence that this 
semester's “Magazine Revue, 


‘to precede the soon-due “Cover 
| Girl” (Col), but it’s certainly an ex- 
cellent trailer. In fact the next best 
| thing might have been that this 
| stage conceit were coupled with the 
incoming filmusical. 

The mag cover idea is as standard 
at the Hall as the Rockettes. This 
Physical Culture, Coronet, 
'Comics and Life serve as the motifs 
‘of the four major components of the 
‘presentation and, per usual, the 
sight acts are the boffos, as is under- 
standabie in the mammoth 6,000- 
plus capacity of the Rockefeller 
showplace. Thus, Renald & Rudy 
with their hand-to-hand gymnastics 
(aporopriately enough depicting 
Physical Culture) tee off, following 
Robert Merrill's vocal salute to “The 
Girl on the Covers.” Coronet is in 
the ballet idiom, with dryads, shep- 
herds, dragon flies and nymphs, un- 
der Florence Rogge’s expert chore- 
ography, interpreted by those top- 
‘flight plastic toe-workers, Patricia 
|Bowman, Nick Daks and Rudolf 
Kroeller, backed by the ballet. 
Ben Dova, with his standard 
‘teetering lamppost nonsense and sea- 
/soned acro-stew comedy, makes his 
ispot (Comics is the mag) highly ef- 
ifective. Life is the finale, a corking 
street scene by Nat Karson, with a 
| defense-worker motif (Irving Ber- 
jlin’s “Arms for the Love of Amer- 
| ica” is the thematic) utilizing the 
lentire company. Withal, a snapvoy 
'stage show and good contrast to the 
isomewhat lonvish Danny Kaye 
| filmusical. Abel. 


Orpheum, Mpls. 
Minneapolis, March 4. 
Gray Orch (16) with Eu- 
Baird, Bob Anthony, Three 
Ladd Lyon (2), Ames & 
“Whistling in the Dark” 


Glen 
genia 
Hearts, 
| Arno: 
| (M-G). 


Minus such previous assets as Pee 
Wee Hunt and Kenny Sargent, Glen 
Gray orchestra still sizes up as one 
of the more likable musical aggrega- 
| tions of its type. Although plenty 
| heavy on the brass—there are seven 
along with four saxes and 
|four rhythm—and plenty capable of 
| the torrid swing, the outfit adheres 
| pretty much to its conservative and 
successful pattern. Band plus three 
good acts make for much audience 
enjoyment. 

“Opening Night” is a fast and noisy 
band starter. It’s followed for con- 
trast with a medley of Vincent You- 
man hits to make a bid for favor 
from anti-jivers. Gray takes one of 
his infrequent whirls at the sax for 
| a brief solo bit at this juncture, 
| Rhythmic and precision tap rou- 

tines of Three Hearts, good-looking 
girls, deviate from the ordinary 
re they dance sitting on chairs 


and while lying on the floor. Bob 
Anthony, the band’s acceptable male 
vocalist, registers well with “Temp- 
| tation,” “Besame Mucho” and “Peo- 
| ple Will Say.” 

| Bruce Bronson turns on a merit- 
j}able clarinet solo of “Blues Rhap- 
sody.” Ladd Lyon and his brother, 
the latter making his appearance as 
a “volunteer” from the audience, 
manage to infuse considerable com- 
edy into their balancing acts. 

| Eugenia Baird, band vocalist, is at- 
tractive and displays vocal skill. and 
| talent in the handling of “My Heart 
Tells Me,’ “Shoo Shoo Baby” and “A 
Lovely Way to Spend an Evening.” 
The familiar slapstick clowning and 
i‘natter of Ames and Arno get the 
| usual heavy laughter reward. The 


| stout boost to the Lenten boxoffice. | finale is a rousing patriotic 


Bouncing off plenty of 


| also grooves him into 
by adults. 


Herman embroiders tunes with his 
solidly and Alan Cummings picks it| warm clarinet, easy direction and 


ivocals. He scores with “Who Dat 


Specialists with the band 
| over big with the crowds. 
Wayne, -lends a_ sultry 
Stopped”; 


Chubby Jackson, with 


in “Trapanicus.” 
too, is the low-down “Basie’s Base- 
ment,” in which Herman's clarinet 
gets plenty of support from Vido 
Musso on the sax. 

The two acts 
Marion Daniels, 


with the 
acrobatic 


band, 
dancer, 


and Leany Gale, at his best in a 
satire on soap operas and impersona- 
tions. Gale, however, shows a tend- 
ency io go off into blue gags which 
should be toned down. 

Attendance big at evening s' ow of 
opening day. Pool. 


low-down | 
| stuff to send the bobby-sox trade into | wary 
|an uproar, Herman’s sound arrange- | 
ments, ability to veer off into softer 
|rhythms and selection of pat tunes 
appreciation 


Down Dere?” and medley of “Amen,” 
“Mama Done Told Me” and" Frenesi.” 
also go 
Frances 
style of | the 
warbling to “Speak Low” and “Music 


plenty of bounce, slaps the bull fiddle 
in “Holiday for Strings’ and Cliff 
Leemans gets attention on the drums; Wong Troupe 
On the solid side, ! 


who shows sorne supple acro dancing, 


number inspired by “Winged Vic- 
Nearly full house at the earl 
inee caught. 


mat- 
ees, 


Keith's, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, March 4. 


Buddy & Jean, Jay Arnold, 
May; “It’s Love Again” (Indie). 


Variety fast 


happy 


plus 
customers this 
vocal and 
audience 
audience 


novelty side. 
response 


response is won by 


bamboo poles in 
Stuff is socko, 
Buddy and Jean start 
ian elevated disk. 
hand for her 
double turn in 


finale, a 
mid-air. 


routine. Maximo rivets the 
holders’ eyes on the high wire with 
his excellent drunk act. 

Jay Arnold, an acceptable emcee, 
clicks in his own turn with nifty 


pro- | 
'duced by Russell Markert, happens | 


Jim Wong Troupe, Terry & Ralph 
Rio, Tyler & Renoud, Maximo & Co., 


Mike | some 


pacing keeps 
week 
with the show leaning heavily to the 
Warmest 
is obtained by 
Jim 
(5) of five Chinese 
contortionists who tie themselves in 
knots and twirl plates on the end of 
the closing spot. 


the bill 
with a fast and fancy skates turn on 
Jean gets a big 
complete 
Taylor & 
Renoud offer a smart dead-pan tap 
ticket 


vocals of “Beguine,” “Besame 
Mucho” and a medley of oldies. 
Terry and Ralph Rio are well re- 


ceived in their comedy act. Terry's 
|“Baby Snooks” gets laughs. Mike 


| May, 10-year-old boy winner of a 
italent contest, makes his debut 
singing “My Heart Tells Me” and 


“No Love. No Nothing” in pleasing 


style. Biz average at opening, 
| Thursday. Corb 

Earle. Philly 


Philadelphia, March 4. 
Charlie Spivak Orch (16) with 
Irene Daye, Jimmy Sawiders, Winik 
& Mae, Dick Buckley; “Gangway for 
Tomorrow” (RKO), . 


It's getting increasingly difficult 
for acts playing in support to swing 
bands to get the bobby-soxers and 
their male counterparts to stay put 


stint. 

A couple of weeks ago Jimmy 
Barton had to stop his act to slap 
down juve hecklers. This week 
Dick Buckley had trouble with the 
noisy youngsters. The kids, it 
seems, come to listen, stomp and 
clap to the music and any talking 
act seems to irritate them. Once 
Buckley got the audience sufliciently 
quieted down, his novel act—that of 
zgetling members of the audience to 
pantomine radio characters while he 
supplies the various voices--went 
over well. 

Only other supporting act, Winik 
& Mae. is a dance team of rather 
calibre. The couple are grace- 
ful terpers with a varied repertoire 
adding the metier of the ballet to 
ballroom and tap routines, Even 
the bothersome brats liked it. 

Charlie Spivak and his aggrega- 
lion do their usual workmanlike and 
showmanly job. The band is at its 
best with the jump-rhythms which 
hit the audience best. ‘Also got 
them in the unruly mood for the 
other acts.) For the first time in 
many months, the kids got out of 
hand at the finale “One O'Clock 
Jump” and danced in the aisles. 

Spivak unveils a new vocalist in 
Jimmy Saunders a Philly product 
who has been singing on local radio 
stations for several years as “Sonny” 
Saunders. He's got a voice that’s 
ear-pleasing and has plenty of 
range. Stage technique can be im- 
proved somewhat, however. 

Femme cchirner, Irene Daye, 
knows how to sell her wares utiliz- 
ing her pipes and chassis to best ad- 
| vantage. 

; House was jampacked when re- 
viewed (Friday afternoon). Shal. 


Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, March 3. 
Patricia Morison, Le Brac & Ber- 
nice, Gene Sheldon, Gomez & Bea- 
|trice, Kenny Edwards, Lou Breese 
Orch (15), Chicago Theatre Ballet 
(16); “What a Woman” (Col), 


Low Breese, loi.g a favorite at the 
Chez Paree, makes his debut as 
musical conductor-emcee with the 
{current bill, which is one of the best 
this house in several weeks. 
|Fronting  14-piece stage-band, 
| Breese keeps the show moving in 
| smooth fashion and personable man- 


ner, 

| Le Brac and Bernice, formerly 
|Maysy and Brach, follow a band 
number “Put Your Arms Around 


Me” and a boogic-woogie routine by 
the Chicago Theatre ballet, with ex- 
cellent unicycle work to register big. 
Patricia Morison, after little 
patter with Breese vocals “Beguine,” 
|}a medley from “Oklahoma” and en- 
|cores with “Embraceable You.” 
| Makes swell appearance and goes 
;over solid. Gene Sheldon is a 
comedy hit with his banjo and panto- 
| antics, assisted as usual by Loretta 
| Fischer. 
| A ballet number by the line, based 
|} On “Holiday for Strings” serves as 
'an introduction to Gomez and Bea- 


centuated by graceful lifts and nifty 
coordination, holds the audience. 
Morg. 


Earle, Wash. 
Washington, March 3. 
Marie Nash, Ben Beri, Fontaines 
‘3), Jo Lombardi’s House Band, 
| Roxyettes, Eileen Ritter; “In Our 
Time (WB). 


Harry Anger has given his tabloid 
revue a colorful setting, with hand- 
drapes, lighting vari- 
colored costumes to make a glitter- 
ling presentation. Headliner is Marie 
Nash, a blonde beauty with a fine 
voice, who has just signed as soloist 
with the Syracuse Symphony orch. 
Opens with “Besame Mucho.” fol- 
lowed by a United Nations arrange- 
ment of “Mairzy Doats.” For an 
encore, loudly demanded, a medley 
of musical comedy tunes including 
“Smoke Gets In Your Eyes,” “Make 
Believe,” “Somebody Loves Me” and 
“Gypsy Love Song.” A solid clicker. 

Ben Berj mixes his good juggling 
tricks with a vein of subtle comedy 
which makes easy feats look hard. 
The Fontaines, two men and a girl, 
click with an extraordinary brand of 
gymnastics. 

Eileen Ritter leads the Roxyettes in 
a parasol number, deftly danced, and 
closing with “Hungarian Rhapsody” 

Show runs 39 minutes, all of it 
solid entertainment, Arke. 


long enough for the thesp to do his | 


trice, whose fine dance patterns, ac- | 


State, N. Y. 


Blue Barron’s Orch, directed by 
Tommy Ryan; Diamond Bros. (3), 
Al Gordon, Harry Carrol & Poiiy 
Baker, Folie Miller, Mert Curtis, 
Clif Grass; “Miracle of Morgan's 
Creek” (Par). 

Blue Barron's 1l-man crew, di- 
rected by vocalist Tommy Ryan, to- 
gether with several acts working in 
front of the band, makes up a show 
of around an hour's length that en- 
tertains all the way. It has good 
pace, plenty of good music, comedy 
‘and novelty. 

The Barron outfit lost its founder- 
| leader, Blue Barron, several months 
!ago when he went into the service. 
| Since then Ryan, who was formerly 
|}a vocalist with Sammy Kaye, is serv- 
ing as its leader. This is the first 
stage date for the orchestra under 
Ryan's direction. Ryan's vocalistics 
are supplemented by single song 
!numbers by Mert Curtis and Cliff 
Grass from the band, former nicely 
selling “I'll Get By,” while Grass is 
featured in the “San Fernando Val- 
ley’ number with Ryan, Curtis and 
others. 

Opening the show, the Barron out- 
fit has the stage to itself until Ryan 
vocals “Besame Mucho” and “Begin 
the Beguine.” Youthful Ryan has a 
very pleasing voice of the crooner 
type and sells himself well. 

On top of the opening Folie Miller 
(New Acts) appears in two slick tap 
‘routines, going over well, while fol- 
lowing her brief stint are Harry Car- 
roll and Polly Baker ‘New Acts), 
With Carroll at the piano, Miss Baker 
scores very strongly in several num- 
bers which she merchandises effec- 
tively. She has an engaging song 
style and plenty of personality. 

Comedy is furnished by Al Gor- 
don’s highly diverting dog act in 
which the pooches, exceptionally 
well trained, do the opposite of what 
he wants them to do, and the Three 
Diamond Bros. with their hilarious 
gagging, clowning, slapstick. songs 
and dancing. Both are clicks. 

Char. 


Capitol, Wash. 
Washington, March 4. 
Cappy Bara Boys, 4 Franks, Stuart 
& Lea, Sam Jack Kaufman's House 


Band, Lynn Allison; “Lifeboat” 
(20th). 
Gene Ford calls his miniature 


revue this week, “The Little Cafe,” 
| artfully lighted with a full stage red 
rayOn set, canopied band stand, with 
customers on the _ sidelines. The 
trailers part after Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s overture from “Show Boat,” 
; with Lynn Allison on the vocals. 

| In this handsome setiing Stuart and 

Lea offer some fetching dance rou- 
| tines, nimbly presented and making 
}much of colorful flowing capes. 
| They caught this opening audience 
| for four bows. 

The Cappy Bara Boys mix har- 
; monica numbers with comedy. Their 
|numbers range from the popular hit 
| tunes to the classical, and gave three 
| encores, 

Four Franks blend tap dancing 
with songs, their most appreciated 
routine a satire on Clark Gable and 
Vivian Leigh in a- bit from “Gone 
With the Wind.” Crowd liked this 
|hokie. Opening audience was light. 
the jitterbugs passing up “Lifeboat.” 

Arke. 


Oriental, Chi 
Chicago, March 4. 
Bob Chester Orch (15) with Betty 


| Bradley; Helen Forrest, Pat Hen- 
ning, Wilkey & Dare; “9 Girls” 

| (Col). 

| The bobby-sox jitterbug crowd 


are having their innings this week 


with Helen Forrest and Bob Ches- 

| ter’s Orchestra dishing out stuff 

ae much to their liking. 
Chester’s aggregation is _ solid. 


Built along brassy lines the outfit is 
inclined to blast their way through 
some of the numbers but on the 
whole purvey a palatable brand of 
music. Opening with “The Bounce” 
with Leon Cox, on the trombone, 
they swing into a medley “Good Bye 
| Sue,” “My Ideal,” with trumpeting 
by Bill Purcell, and “Do Nothin’.” 
A loud and torrid number “From 
Maine to California” spotlights sev- 
eral members of the band. 

Show gets a change of pace with 
Betty Bradley warbling “And Rus- 
sia Is Her Name,” “Do It Again” and 
“Shoo Shoo Baby” to nice results. 

Other band numbers are “Rollo 
Get With It” with Ronald Attebery, 
on the piano; John LaPorte, sax; 
Bill Conrad, trumpet, and the peppy 
Skin beating of Irvin Kluger, who is 
also spotted in “Dark Eyes,’ and 
“Porky.” 

Wilkey and Dare open the vaude 
portion of the bill with mixup acro- 
batics that gets fair applause. 

Pat Henning gets across his gags 
and comedy. Impressions of film 
personalities by tones, grunts and 
groans is sly mimicry. Encores with 
a discourse on rationing to regis- 
ter big. 

Hele: Forrest closes and proves 
that her. success is based on genuine 
talent. Socks over “No Love. No 
Nothin’,” “Besame Mucho,” “'Cra- 


ziest Dream,” “Heard That Song Be- 
fore.” “I Don’t Wanna Walk With- 
out You,” and “I Heard You Cried 
j Last Night” to resounding apnlause. 
Morg. 
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EVEN THE 
CROWDED THEATRES THE 
AMAZING STORY 


“SNOW WHITE’S RETURN 


MOTION PICTURE INDUSTRY 


# RED CROSS WEEK # 


MARCH 231d thru 29th 


t 


Distributed by 
RKO RADIO PICTURES, inc. 


Circuit operators, independents, bookers, theatremen 
everywhere can’t get over the terrific box-office per- 
formance anew of one of the greatest attractions of all 
time... 


BROKE ALL ATTENDANCE AND MONEY 
RECORDS FOR THE WEEK AT THE GRAND, 
CINCINNATI... 


Opening day receipts for this 1451-seat house more than 
$1000 greater than the picture’s original opening in a 
3,000-seat house ... held over... 


Indianapolis’ great Indiana Theatre does terrific week 
... with practically all of the theatres in the great 60-city 
premiere reporting grosses paralleling and in many 
cases greater than for the top pictures of recent months 
... Cities like Columbus, Dayton, Louisville, Ft. Wayne, 
Richmond, Ind., and Logansport report business almost 
beyond belief. ... 


Reports of beating top recent pictures from Muncie, 
Frankfort, Ind., Peru, Ashland, Ky., Middletown, 
Greenville, Wilmington, Cambridge, Lebanon and 
many, many others. 


More than ever, “Snow White” has the glorious lift for 
these times ... Get your date set now! 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Real ranchers in Oregon, who own plenty of acres and breed plenty of 
cattle for the market, are getting a laugh out of Hollywood stories about 
a femme star who is continually breaking out in print as the owner of a 
vast estate devoted to the breeding of fine cattle. One of the real breeders 
is chuckling about a request from the film star to ship one of his prize 
beeves to the Los Angeles stock show, with all expenses paid, to be entered 
under the femme thesp’s name. The hunk of steak won several ribbons 
from the judges, but the screen credit went to its real owner. The boys 
up in Oregon take their cattle-breeding seriously and like to produce their 


own Oscars without benefit of Hollywood pressagentry. 1 


That “a person is far safer in a motion picture theatre than in his own 
home” was stressed recently by Henry Anderson, manager of Para- 
mount’s insurance department, before a meeting of the Surety Under- 
writers of N. Y. He held up the film industry as a model to all industries 
for its excellent work in accident and other loss prevention. Anderson also 
stressed self-regulation of the picture industry with respect to safety 
maintained in film exchanges as worthy of emulation by other businesses. 
Par has done much in recent years to eliminate fire hazards in theatres 
and other buildings which it controls. 


Film industry’s Public Information Committee voted a damper on the 
indiscriminate use of laudatory quotes by screen stars in theatre ads, 
particularly when the quotes laud pictures made by rival studios, Pub- 
licity directors, headed by Alex Evelove, pointed out that, even though 
permission of an individual player may be obtained, player contracts do 
not permit such plugging except when a waiver is granted by the contract- 
ing studio. Such quotes hereafter will have to be approved by the star’s 


home lot. 


Columbia’s new filmusical, “Cover Girl.” had its origin in an idea gen- 
erated more than a year ago by Bob Taplinger, then studio publicity chief. 
Taplinger got the germ of a notion from the Charles R. Rogers picture, 
“The Powers Girl,” and figured that a hookup with the slick femmes on 
the front pages of slick magazines would form the basis of a tunefilm. He 
handed the idea to Harry Cohn, but it was kicked around the studio for 
months before the front office decided to turn it into a production. Arthur 
Schwartz, now at Warners, pileted it. 


Film players are wondering what the Hollywood OPA Complaint De- 
partment meant by its recent ruling that no wage or salary limit can be 
placed on actors and extras. Local deputy declared the case of actors and 
extras is the same as that of doctors, lawyers and artists’ agents, who 
render personal services and are not covered by any maximums. Players 
are speculating on what effect such a ruling might have on the War Labor 
Board dictum on the wage-salary freeze and the limitations which hold 
increases within the “Little Steel formula” of 15‘c. 


Novelists and playwrights are chuckling these days over the apparent 
abandonment of the “gentlemen's agreement” among Hollywood film pro- 
ducers, who had previously frozen prices for film rights at $300,000. Silent 
avreement was made about three years ago when competitive bidding 
hoisted prices to huge figures. Since producers have resumed the old no- 
limit game, authors and dramatists are ready to revel in prices and per- 
centage deals. 

United Artists planning to keep “Voice in the Wind,” Ripley-Monter 
production set to go into the Victoria on Broadway March 14, in that 
theatre for several months, at losing figures if necessary. in order to give 
the film added selling value in subsequent bookings. Toppers feel that 
money ordinarily spent on advertising and exploitation for “Voice, which 
cannot be expended currently because of wartime exigencies, will be well 
placed in keeping the picture on the Main Stem. 


Troupe of film players, including two he-men noted for their rugged 
roles and high rating at the boxoffice, was booked for a tour of the Arctic 
Circle to entertain soldiers, until the various rigors of the journey were 
explained. In spite of predictions of 40-below-zero weather and a 
hardships, all went through with the trip except two—the he-men. e 
rest of the players, including one not-so-robust femme, toured the frosty 
camps and returned none the worse for their privations. 


A retort from a fellow actor, while the two were enacting a scene for 
a recently completed picture, rather flabbergasted a femme star when 
she vouchsafed the opinion to the director that the other performer, a 
Negro, didn’t seem to have the colored dialect down pat. 

“You know.” said the other performer to the director, “I've been a Negro 


a lot longer than she has.” 


Recent rise of Danny Kaye as a film luminary resulted in the resurrec- 
tion of three comic shorts he made several years ago for reg re 
Pictures. Two-reelers were titled “Dime a Dance,” “Getting An Eyefu 
and “Cupid Takes a Holiday.” ; : 

Astor Pictures Corp. is stringing the trio together into one picture for 

4 attr ” 
release as “The Danny Kaye Komedy Kavalcade. 


Screen Directors Guild is getting behind an idea originated by S. Sylv an 

Simon, who has trained and sent out several tab “Kiss and Lohan com- 

panies to entertain Army camps, with the approval of the War De 2artment. 

Other directors, including Mark Sandrich, Norman Taurog, Mitchell yore 

and Dave Butler, have volunteered to whip condensed versions of other 
stage plays into shape for presentation to soldiers and sailors. 


Columbia clarified the contractual status of Rosalind Russell, ae 
recently reported signing a term pact at Warners. Latest w ord s nat - 
star is still under contract to make two pictures annually for t eo 
at Columbia and is signed for only one picture on eee ere pees 
latest chore at the home plant was “What a Woman: » but ty iste 
Kenny” film, in which she was slated to star, has been shelved. 


New Film Firm Set Up 


Hollywood, March 7. 

New industrial film outfit, Murphy 
& Woosley Motion Picture Produc- 
tions, was organized here by Stanley 
Murphy, formerly with Wilding Pro- 
ductions, and George Woosley, re- 
cently associated with Harry Sher- 
man. 

Firm will concentrate on West 
Coast commercial accounts, with 
headquarters at General Service 
Studios. 


St. Louis Stagehand Execs 
Sued for 1026 Damages 
By 2 Charging Extortion 


St. Louis, March 7. 

Execs of the stagehands’ union, 
local No. 6, last week were made de- 
fendants in two suits asking for a 
total of $102,250 damages and filed in 
St. Louis circuit court by two 
former members of Local No. 2 B, 
an affiliate, Latter allege they had 
been wrongfully forced to pay $6,750 
to the union over a period of 10 
years and that they had been re- 
fused repayment and deprived of 
the right to work as union men. 


The plaintiffs are Ralph W. Baur. 
who seeks $25,000 actual and $25,000 
punitive damages, and Henry H. 
Klaverkamp, who asks judgment for 
$27,250 actual and $25,000 punitive 
damages. Both men have been 
members of Local No. 2 B, described 
in the petition as a sister union of 
the Theatrical Brotherhood, both of 
which are IATSE AFL affiliates. 


While the suits were filed sepa- 
rately the charges are the same, 
namely, that members of Local No. 
6 have been required to pay 5% of 
their earning to the local, but it is 
further alleged the local “extorted” 
15% of the money earned by the two 
plaintiffs and have refused to pay 
back the funds although ordered to 
do so by Richard Walsh, IATSE 
prez. Baur, in the petition, charges 
he was forced to pay $2,250 and 
Klaverkamp alleges he paid $4,500 
over the 10-year period. 


Maureen O'Hara Signs 
New Pact With 20th 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Maureen O’Hara, whose acting 
services formerly were shared equal- 
ly by 20th-Fox and RKO, signed a 
new document to play for 20th, with 
one picture per year delegated to 
RKO. 

Currently the actress is on a ma- 
ternity vacation until some time in 
autumn. Her last picture was “Buf- 
falo Bill,” on the Westwood lot. 


Film Shipping Room Sked Brews 
Beefs on Days Off and Overtime 


—¢* Under the temporary five-day, 40- 


Kinsky With Par in N. Y. 
Now As Goldenson’s Aide 


Joseph Kinsky, formerly with the 
Tri-States circuit in the midwest, a 
Paramount-A. H. Blank partnership, 
was brought into the Paramount 
homeoffice last week to serve in a 
general capacity on theatre oper- 


ating matters and special work un- 
der Leonard H. Goldenson, v.p. in 
charge of all Par theatre operations. 
He carries no title. 

For some years with Tri-States, 
Kinsky was a district manager for 
the circuit operating out of Omaha. 


Pickwick, Greenwich, 
Trial Finally Starts 


Trial of the $5,000,000 anti-trust 
suit of the operators of the Pickwick, 
Greenwich, Conn., brought several 
years ago against major distributors 
and several theatre circuits, began 
yesterday (Tuesday) in New Haven, 
Conn. This is one of the largest 
damage actions under -the Sherman 
Act ever filed and, of course, calls 
for triple damages, as all of this 


type do. 
A battery of attorneys for the ma- 
jor companies left for New Haven on 


Sunday (5) to prepare for the case; 
while Saul E. Rogers, counsel for the 
three comptaining organizations in 
control of the Greenwich house, left 
Monday (6). There is no estimate as 
to how long the trial will consume. 

Rogers about two weeks ago ob- 
tained an order for examination be- 
fore trial of Neil F. Agnew, v.p. in 
charge of distribution for Par, but 
didn't go through with it, stating 
he finally decided it was not neces- 
s.ry. However, on Friday (3) he 
examined Garrett Van Wagner, 
comptroller for RKO, and William 
Whitman, RKO attorney, exams tak- 
ing place at Rogers’ N. Y. office. 

-In the Pickwick suit, its owners 
and operators, which inciudes Ed- 
ward Peskay, eastern representa- 
tive for several United Artists pro- 
ducers, charge conspiracy in viola- 
tion of the anti-trust laws and allege 
the theatre was unable to obtain 
product on a reasonable basis. Cir- 
cuits named with distribs are RKO, 
Loew’s and Skouras. 


hour work week schedule placed into 
effect recently for shipping room 
employees of the major film éx- 
changes in all of the 31 branch keys, 
days-off, formerly scheduled on 
weekdays, are being eliminated, with 


result the shipping room and poster 
clerk departments are complaining. 

This schedule was agreed upon be- 
tween distributors and the film ex- 
change employee locals pending 
negotiation of a new contract, retro- 
active to Dec. 1 last, and decision on 
appeal made to the War Labor Board 
for approval of a 10% increase which 
had been voted for the year Dec. 1, 
1942, to Dec. 1 last but recently was 
turned down. 

Whereas formerly the shipping 
room and poster department help 
worked on a 512, 40-hour basis, this 
including Saturday, now the five 
days range from Monday through 
Friday, with time-and-half for Satur- 
days, Sundays and holidays. With 
weekdays off, the amount of work on 
Saturdays-Sundays is being cut 
down, thus averting the overtime 
costs. Workers don't like this, be- 
cause they want the overtime, and in 
some cases they are even seeking a 
seven-day week in order to make 
more money. 

There are other instances where 
some shipping room employees have 
also been doubling as projectionists 
between day and night shifts in addi- 
tion to days off, with result the new 
schedule interferes. 

Demands under a new contract to 
run until Dec. 1 next include eleva- 
tion of overtime on Saturdays-Sun- 
days-holidays to double time, three 
weeks vacation with pay instead of 
two, and sick leave of four weeks re- 
gardless of post or years or service. 


Naish, Santell Team For 
‘Darkness’ Production 


Hollywood, March 7. 
J. Carrol Naish, film heavy, is going 
into indie production with Al San- 


tell, director, as his partner in the 
filming of “Magnificent Darkness.” 
Naish recently bought the film rights 
to the story, written by Lillian Bret 
Harte, a lineal descendant of the 
Bret Harte, who helped greatly to 
make the literary world California 
conscious: 

Santell’s most recent. director 
chore was “Hairy Ape,” for Jules 


Levy. 


Permanent Naval afr carrier set, the first ever constructed on a ~— | 
‘ture lot. has been made by 20th-Fox for “Wing anda Prayer, and will | 
ictures senting the flight deck of a | 
be utilized in future war pictures. Set, represen g ; ae 
flat-top of the Enterprise class, consists of a 
i rj rstructure t cost about 3 
long and 92 feet wide, with superstructure. ie 
was built under supervision of Lieut. Commander R. L. Middleton, USN. 


With “Are These Our Children?” 


expected to be the top grosser Mono- 
gram has ever had, Jackie Cooper, male lead, figures to cash in ret 
He agreed to appear in the production for a nominal salary ny oedee2 
10°; of the gross. Recent estimates by Mono officials are that 1 


may top $600,000 in total revenue. 


Army officers, functioning as technical on 
i on, as far as 
sets, will do thei: work incognito from ty 
departments are concerned. Brasshats developed a peev e ov er a — 
paper space devoted to Army men assigned to studio jobs. Picture c 


panies have advised their press agents to lay off that particular angle. 
cal Action but would take no part in 


Screer Actors Getting would take no past 
‘party politics. Move is seen - 
Very Politico-Minded he pian the campaign for open- 


Hollywood, March 7. | shop stirring in the State Assembly. 
Film players are getting politically SAG is expected to endorse only 
minded. The Screen Actors Guild | those candidates friedly to organized 


| Motion Picture Committee for Politi- 


today announced it has joined the ' labor, 


WATCH LISTEN FOR IT! 


THE SOLDIERS, SAILORS 
MARINES’ WAR SONG 


KID THAT 
NEVER SEEN” 


A.S.C.A.P. 


Music By 
Al Jolson and Harry Akst 


Lyrics By 
Herman Ruby and Bert Kalmar 
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See U. 5. Films Retaining No. 1 Spot 
In Aussie Despite Strong Anglo Bid 


Sydney, March 7%. 


Despite current bid of British dis- 
tributers for the Australian market, 
this field in post-war period is ex- 
pected to differ little from what it is 
today. The number of long-term 
contracts for U. S. pictures indicates | 
that American films will continue to 
get top display. One reason for this 
is that the war has brought the Aus- 
tralians and Yanks closer together, 
and this has, in turn, worked for im- 
proved relations between the dis- 
tributor and most exhibitors, aside 
from the proved boxoffice strength 
of Yankee fare. 

Recently the British have accused 
U. S. picture companies of having a 
stranglehold on the Aussie. market, 
contention being that films made in 
England were sidetracked in favor of 
those from Hollywood. 


NORSK GIVE OSLO PIX 
(NAZIFIED) THE G0-BY 


Washington, March 7. 
intensified their 


Norwegians have 


boycott of film houses in Oslo, ac- 
cording to revorts here, “with the 
result that the cinemas have been 


emptier and emptier.” 

Reason is that Oslo theatres are | 
said to be an important source of in- | 
come to the Norwegian quislings. 
General understanding is that 40°. 
of the b. o. take has been com- 
mandeered for the treasuries of the 
various Nazi organizations in the 
country. 

Nazis have become so. worried | 
over the empty theatres that they 
are issuing statements insisting that 
none of the admissions money is 
copped for their benefit. 


| 


1943 Biggest Year For 
Soviet Film Industry 


Washington, March 7. 

Soviet film industry had its big- 
gest year of war in 1943 Russian 
Embassy here has announced. 

Production was good, despite fact 
many studios, which have moved 
from western to eastern part of 
country to avoid the Nazi _ blitz. 
noved west again to their original 
homes last vear. 


| Night Dinner,” 


Con. Film’s Net Up 
Industries 
stake in 


Film 
substantial 


Consolidated 
which holds a 


Republie Pictures, reported net in- 
come of $1,487,135 for the year end- 
ed last Dec. 31, or $578,338 after 
loss on sale of real estate and Fed- 
eral taxes. Latter ¢ompares with 
$504,351 in the preceding year. 

The net profit after all charges 
and taxes is equal to $1.44 on each 


share, as ared with 


1942. 


preferred 
$1.26 in 


comp 


| gentine 


Goodwins Goes Azure 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Leslie Goodwins will handle di- 
rection activities on “Murder in the 
Blue Room” for Universal. 


Producer is Frank Gross and cam- 
eras begin rolling on the chiller 


March 9. 


Nazi Propaganda Pix 
Still OK in Argentina 
Despite Break With Axis 


Montevideo, Feb. 29. 

Although Argentina’s break 
the Axis has so far provided no let- 
up in the Ramirez Government's at- 
titude toward Hollywood's pro- 
democratic pictures. anti-Semitic. 
Nazi propaganda films are appar- 
ently still on the okay list. 

At least that’s the inference being 
taken here from announcement that | 
UFA’s “El Demonio de] Oro” 
devilled Gold) will be re-released | 
at the blacklisted Cine Astoria, 
Buenos Aires. Released last year, it 
was put on the shelf following the 
severance of diplomatic ties 
Berlin and Rome, 
of its re-release several weeks after 
the official break and in the midst of 
all kinds of official announcements 


about rounding up Axis spies, makes | 


just how far 
miliiary regime intends. to} 
go particularly considering fact that | 
only official Axis propaganda has! 
been closed down. 


many wonder 


RKO’S C. Z. EXCHANGE 
WIPED OUT BY FIRE 


The RKO exchange in 
the Canal Zone 
a couple weeks 
on hand in the 
addition to all records. 
to the ground. 

Fire claimed 


Panama in 
was wined out by fire 
with all film 
vaulis destroyed, in 
Branch burnt 


ago, 


several lives among: 
persons who rented apartments in 
the building of which the exch: 
was a part. No one working for 
was either a fatality or injured. 


Chi ‘Pioneers’ 
Edward Brunell. has 
pointed chairman of the “Pioneers 
sponsored by the Chi- 
Club. Dinner. which 
March 24, will pay 


v's older 


Dinner 


been ap- 


cago Variety 
will be held 
the 


tribute to windy cit 


' showmen 


Among the guests of honor will 


be Sam Abrams. Barney Balaban, 
Abe Bartelstein. Steve Bennis, Mor- 
ris Choynski. Norman Fields, H. 
Goldson, Aaron J. Jones, Sr., Gus 
Kerasot: I L. Lesserman Sam 
Levene, Tai Roach, A. W. Roth. Pete 
Schaeter, Ludwig Schindler, Luawig 


egel, Sidney Selig. Simon Siman- 
sky, Mort H. Singer, Harry Tague. 
V. O.eYoung and George K. Spoor. 


“You run along to that sweater girl movie 


I'm going to 


sit here and eat some more Wheaties!” 


[t’s really relentless, that ven so 
many people have for Wheaties. Get 
a true Wheaties addict started on a 
bowlful of The Cereal, and the 


flavor. 


lures him on and on. (Fortunately, 


hesides having allure, Wheaties are also 
Good For Vou, being flakes of honesi- 
»-gosh whole weal.) 


with | 


(Be-| 


with | 
but announcement | 


the 


RKO | 


Blumenstock’s Pep Talk 
On Pix Merchandising 


Plans for the extension of adver- 
tising-exploitation campaigns in the 
face of longer runs for top pictures, 
plus creation of new forms of pro- 
motional activity territories, 
where wartime conditions have cur- 


of advertising, were discussed Mon- 
day (6) by Mort Blumenstock, east- 
ern Warner publicity-ad head, at a 
meeting of field men and ethers. 
Jesse L. Lasky, producer of “Mark 
Twain,” soon to have _ its 
preem at the Hollywood, N. Y., at- 
tended one of the sessions during 
the day to discuss showmanship and 


merchandising angles on t&is pic- 
ture, 
In addition to h.o. publicity-ad 


reps, field exploitation as well as 
district advertising men were called 
in for the meeting. 


Manpower Problems 


Powwow (Sat.) in Chi 


March 7. 


Main Reason for M-G 
| 


| Chicago, 

Metro business confab, which 
opens here next Saturday (11) at 
the Blackstone hotel, was called by 
| William F. Rodgers. M-G v.p. and 
general sales manager, 
the purpose of personally meeting 
the field force and discussing prob- 
lems at first hand. 

Rodgers, trom accounts, feels that 
personalized method of operation is 


now more important than ever be- 
| fore because of the troublesome 
manpower situat’on. Of sonte 130 


salesmen in the field, many of them | 


tailed some of the regular channels 'eating preferred playing 


Clash between theatre managers. 
some of them RKO operators, with | 
RKO distribution forces over allo- 
time to 
“Snow White” on 
was an oldie 


Walt Disney’s 
grounds that it 


ing, 
ful four-state, 60-theatre preem 
which teed off in Cincinnati Feb. 24. 

Opposition from exhibitors 


tion WLW. Cincinnati, reached a 
point where the RKO live enter- 
tainment unit, including seven 


dwarfs, the original “Snow White” 
and some Donald Duck voices, was 
being refused although offered free 
of charge to theatres. 

“Snow White,” which touched off 
explosive controversy over the value 
of reissues, is being sold at 40°; 
Biz has been big. 


largely for 


;on the 


Station WLW’s Viewpoint 
WLW, from accounts, is likely to 
wind up some $6,008 out of pocket 
deal. Estimated that the cost 
of time, talent and special exploita- 
tion personnel which handled the 


and, 
didn’t warrant such important back- | 


Joe Laurie Resurrects 


subsided following the success- 


prior | 
to the strong radio sendoff via sta- | 


| Jr.. last 


| filmusical 
| George Raft, Charlie Grapewin, Ted 


Exhib Beefs Preferred Playdates 
For ‘Snow White’ Subside With Big Biz 


;Miss Helen Hayes is one year older 
and coming back in a reissue of her 
old play, nor do they charge one 
cent less to see Miss Hayes again.” 


2-a-Day Vaude Tradition 
To Hypo U’s Follow Boys’ 


Akin to the “Shine On Harvest 
Moon” soiree hosted by Joe Laurie, 
night (Tues.) at the old 
Murray Hill hotel, N. Y.. in connece- 
tion with the forthcoming Warner 
Bros film, “Variety’s” pint-sized cole 
umnist is staging another for Unie 
versel. This will be in connection 
with “Follow the Boys,” show biz 
with Sophie Tucker, 


Lewis. et al. 

Because of the vaude nature of U's 
“Boys.” Laurie’s idea is a midnight 
frolic at the old Palace theatre on 
Broadway March 27, resurrecting a 


picture, would exceed the $10,000 segment of the yesteryear bigtime 
cost to RKO by that amount. WLW ‘tradition. Raft will do the Charles- 
execs, however, are reported satis- | ton which first brought him to at- 
fied with the deal because they | tention, end a host of vaudevillians, 
wanted to prove that radio, properly | now in retirement, will brush up on 
used, could bring back an old picture their long-discarded routines. 

as _well as put over a new one. | As with the “Harvest Moon” stint, 


S. Barret MeCormick and Terry 
Turner, proposed handling 
“Snow White” as a new picture, | 
early stressed the necessity of avoid- | 
ing use of the word “reissue” or “re- 
vival” in newspaper advertising, on 


starting with Metro as student book- | | the screen or over the air. 


ers. there is a possibility that from 
| 20-25%. mey be drafted before the 
end of the current year. 

| office, it is 
hardest hit 


Metro’s Kansas City 


reported, has beer® the 


through drafting of key personnel. 
On several oecasions salesmen and 
bookers promoted to replace drafted | 
men have themselves been called 
into service. Women ha een 
| moied to fill spots as ettice managers 
as a result of the manpower short- 
age, the latest being Mrs. Amy Sin- 
cla former secretary to the Kan- 
sas City district and branch man- 
ager. In cne or two other situa- 
tions recenily women with 25 years 


of service have been appointed office 
managers. 

| Training of new personnel has al- 
| ready staried with the manpower 
ituation becoming more critical 
ystem, whereby. personne! is deve!- 
oped so as to handle all types of ex- 
change operations, will be intensi- 
fied. 


UNLIKELY AL WILKIE 
WILL STAY ON AT PAR 


Though pressed to reconsider his 
resignation from Parameunt as nub- 
licity manager. Al Wilkie has so far 
refused to do so and, according to his 
present intentions, he is leaving 


day (10) to take a month’s vacation 
on his tarm upstate before making 
any other pla: 

Robert M. Gillham, Par’s publicity- 
advertising chief, who returned to 
{the h.o. Monday (6). was on the 
Coast when Wilkie resigned but he, 
as well as Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over 


Wilkie to stick. 


Werfel’s ‘Song’ Kudosed 
For Inter-Faith Amity 


sales, asked 


ile Paraly- 
ner of the 


Sholem syna- 


and president of the Infant 
sis Fung, at a din 
club of the Rodeph 
ogue, Philadelphia: 


S.A. Seen OK for Sound 
Washington, Mareh 7. 
U. S. Commerce Department sees 
a good postwar market in Colum- 
bia,- South. America. manufac- 
| turers of motion picture sound ar: 
projection equipment: 
Department says all but a very 


men 


few of the country’s 340 theatres arc 
wired for sound, and the equip- 
j.meni is ali old. 


| 


Fri- | 


National Conference of Christians 
nd Jews awarded an honorary cita- 
on to Fi inz Werfe ithor of “Song 
f Bernadette,” fe iis contribuiton | 

towal the promotion of amity, 
ini inding and cooperation among 
tI varied cult il groups that com- 
|pose the population of the United 
Siate 
Award vas presented by Basil 
O'Connor,“trusiee of the Conference 


Contention is. that the word “re- 
issue” is a coined word in the in-- 
dustry and not a public one. 

In a recording made by Ned E.' 
Depinet, RKO Pictures prexy, which 
is being sent to all RKO exchanges, 
Depinet points out that legitimate 
theatres do not advertise hit shows 
that come back year after year as 
reissues. “They would not dare 
states Depinet, “to announce that 


Laurie is refusing any personal fees, 
but tells Warners and Universal that 
if they care to make a contribution 


|} to the Actors Fund it’s all right with 


him. 
quiesce. 


Naturally the fmers ace 


Mankiewicz-Lubitsch’s 2 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Joseph Mankiewicz, currently pro- 
ducing “Keys of the Kingdom” will 
join Ernst Lubitsch for two pictures 
after finishing his present 
Mankiewicz will 
“Czarina” and direct 
for 20th-Fox. 


chore. 
sc e p 
“Drag 


lay 


New York Theatres 


20TH CENTURY-FOX 


Presents 


“SONG OF 
BERNADETTE” 


Continuous Performance 
Doors Open 10 A.M. 


RIVOLI B'way & 49th St. 


ANNE BAXTER 
THOMAS MITCHELL 


THE SULLIVANS” 


20th Century-Fox Victure 
Plus jth Ave 
Six 
Shew R O X ¥ @ Sth St. 


47th St. 
Michael 


Sasan 
O'SHEA HAYWAKD 


“JACK LONDON” 


First AMERICAN Prisoner of the 
JAPS! 


Humphrey Bogart 


In Warner Bros. Hit! 


“Passage to Marseilie’ 


with 
lande RAINS @ Michele MORGAN 
Philip 
DORN a GREENSTREET 


@ Veter LORKE 


George 


HOLLYWOOD 


Opens 10 A.M.,- Bway & jist St 


Helmut 


Continuous - 


On screen 


San Luis Rey’) ‘Army 


Dennis 
MORGAN - 


Von Sack 
SHERIDAN - CARSON 


frene 
In Warnes 


‘Shine On Harvest Moon’ 
RUSS MORGAN and Orch 


MINEVITCITS 

HAKRMONTION BASCALS 
Viu 

BARBARA BLAINE 


& B’way & 47th St. STRAND 


ALFRED HITCHCOCK’S 


LIFEBOAT 


By JOHN STEINBY OK 


BORK AM 
ORIGINAL 


THE DARK” CUGAT 
And 


(in Tecimicolor) 
Orchestra 


PARAMOUNT times Sausre—Mid 


BLY MORE 
MUSIC HALL 


“UP IN ARMS” 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


in Verson 


Walter 
Thur., Mar. 9 Kay 
On Sereen 
tobert TAYLOR 
in nd 


M: 
MORELAND 


“sONG OF 
Kt =<! 


| 
| 
— 
| 
2 
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RECORDS 


FIRST WEEK 


SECOND WEE 


For the first time in the history of the 
Paramount Theatre, New York, a band has 
been forced to play 7 shows daily and 6 on 


Sunday; totaling 48 shows for a single week 


\ a 


Wednesday, March 8, 19414 VARIETY 


The Combination Of 


THE DARK” 
And 


THE PARAMOUNT, 


BROADCASTING FOR 
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Exclusive 
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The 
NBC 
ramifications 
Young & Rubicam and 
valuable 7-730 Sunday night net- 
work slot to George Washington 
Hill and the Ruthrauff & Ryan 
agency, has touched off a wave of 
controversy and resentment within 
the trade. While some agency reps 
are inclined to brush it off as mere- 
ly a case of “wartime nerves,” nev- 
ertheless, the feeling is strong in 
some agencies and among sponsors 
that. from a long-range viewpoint 
NBC by its present policy trend is 
courting ill favor. 


Jack Benny-General Foods- 
situation, with its attendant 
involving the loss by 
GF of the 


For one thing, it’s pointed out, the | 


network policy of giving a performer 
complete control over the time situ- 
ation, as in the case of Benny, who 
carries the half-hour spot over to his 


new sponsor, is setting a dangerous | 


precedent: that if similar options 
were extended to. say, the two top- 
ranking radio programs today, Bob 


Hope and Fibber McGee & Molly, 
it would be inviting a wide-open 


feud between the network, agencies 
and sponsors. And as argued by 
some of them, what’s to prevent 
Hope and the other toppers, in view 
of their current prestige and the 
desire of the network to retain them, 
from making similar demands? 

It’s pointed out that General Foods 
has held the valuable Sunday night 
NBC spot for a number of years and 
some question the wisdom of the 
network in taking it 
expense of antagonizing the spon- 
sor. As they see it, the web is leav- 
ing itself wide open to retaliatory 
measures by one of its top spenders. 
As a result of the Benny situation, 
it’s already been reported that Gen- 
eral Foods would have no qualms 
about moving its Fanny Brice show 
over to CBS if good time became 
available. 

These same agency 
ing that “you can’t measure show- 
manship in terms of dollars,” also 
decry as a “short-range policy” what 
they term the net’s tendency toward 


men, contend- 


frowning small-budget shows. 
They recall the recent incident of 
Auto-Lite being handed the 17:30-8 
p.m. Tuesday spot for the big- 
budgeted Ronald Colman show, al- 
though the account was a new one 


and there was a.Jjong-waiting list of 


sponsors of lon& network standing. 


gencies See Benny-NBC Incident 
Setting a Dangerous Precedent; — 
‘Short Range Dollar Policy’ Scored #3". 


away at the | 


‘Next Time I See Paris,’ 
Arthur Lesser’s Air Idea 


Arthur Lesser, boniface of La Vie 
Parisienne, N. Y., nitery, has been 


+ 

| Blues in the Night 

All right, so it happened to us 

| It could have been worse! That 

slip in the night that resulted 
in a groggy, overworked make- 


up man juggling the captions on 
the Miller McClintock-Edgar 
Kobak citations in last weeks 
SHOWMANAGEMENT Survey 
at least inspired a poet laureate 
on one of the “neutral” webs to 


| 
| bring forth the following Nobel 
Prize winner: 

Said Mr. McClintock to Mr. 
| Kobak, “Rather than look like 
you I’d go with no plaque”; 
Said Mr. Kobak to the Mu- 
| tual prexy, “I'd rather stay Blue 

| than look quite so sexy.” 


pacted for a new program over 
WNEW. N. Y. Fifteen-minute show 
will be tagged, “The Next Time I 


Paris,” to start March 18, at 


where he was head of the American 
Division of the French ,Ministry of 
Information, will report on the un- 
derground news from France. 


Atlantic Refining 
$500,090 Splurge 
For BB. Airings 


Philadelphia, March 7. 


tailed bascball season due to drafting 
of players. Atlantic Refining Co. is 
eoing ahead with plans for full ma- 
jor league broadcasting schedule, ac- 


Okay, so sue us! 


Donahue & Coe 
Sets Up Unit For 
Film Air Plugs 


Special unit to handle radio plugs 
| for films is being set up by the Don- 


cording to Wally Orr, account execu- 
tive at N. W. Ayer & Son, handling 
the Atlantic account. 

Radio men estimate that Atlantic 
will spend more than $500,000 for 
royalties, time charges, announcers 
fees, etc., for its baseball schedule 
this year. 

Atlantic will sponsor the broad- 
casts of the home games of the Ath- 
letics and Phillies in Philadelphia; 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, and wil! 
share sponsorship of the games of 
the Boston Red Sox and Braves. The 
company is also dickering for the 
rights to air games of the Baltimore 


| ahue & Coe agency, N. Y., to handle | 
spots and other programs for such} 
clients as Metro, Republic. Sam | 
Goldwyn, etc. A. Carl Rigrod, with} 
RKO in charge of radio writing and | 
production for the past five years, | 
joins the ageney (15) as part of the 
move to step up film advertising via) 
radio for D. & C.’s accounts. 


Other recent additions to agency} 
film unit include Richard N cholls | 
(Morse Int.): Joe Lincoln (Erwin- | 


Wasey): John Hugh (Kenyon & Eck- 


hardt): Bob Monroe (freelance); 
Latham Ovens (WLW); Betty Bar- 
rett (J. Walter Thompson = and 


Morse). 

New department will fulnction sep- | 
arately from general radio and spot | 
time-buying division. 


WRIGLEY AIRER IN | 
PITCH FOR TEACHERS 


Previously it had been held by 
Goodyear, which had the lower- | 
budgeted Raymond Paige program 


in the slot. 


Screaming Meemies On 


‘Parade’: Other Shows 
Also Get ‘Eerie’ Aches 


Yelling 


cd by 


screaming inaugurat- 
Sinatra’s fans during 
on and off the air, 


spreading lately to 


and 
Frank 
his pel fo 
h 
Y 


l mahce 
yeriormers 


is been other 
some instances has 


of female singers. 


and in 


greeted the efforts 


During past few weeks there have 
been occasional outbursts during 
programs by Dick Haymes and fast | 
Saturday night (4) Joan Edwards | 


encountered similar reaction on the ) 
“Hit Parade.” | A Bl Sh 
S Dille | 
Sinatra recently warned his fans 
that the practice will have to stop, Stop, I Like It,” quiz and conse- 


pariicularly when he’s in the middle 


Ot a song. 


Fngelbach, Geiger’s 
CBS’ ‘Dream’ Stanza 


Phileco has Dee Engelbach 
rector of the “Radio Hall 
Milton Geiger, 
scripter on variety pro- 
gram, the privilege of taking on an 
additional 15-minute 
chore. It's for Englander (mate 
tresses), a 7:15 “idea” program titled 
“We Who Dream.” 

Staris on CBS March 17, but will 
be anonymously credited, as Engel- 
bach and Geiger’s billing are re- 
stricted to the Philco-"Variety” “Hall 
of Fame” show. 


given 

producer-d 
and 

the 


ot Fame.” 
same 


commercial 


Lt. Svd Moss a Prisoner 
Lt. Syd Moss, formerly in the radio 
department of the William Morris 


Agency, is reported in a German in- 
ternment camp. 

Moss, who eniered the Army about 
a year ago, 
ing since Feb, 10. 


had been reported miss- | 


Chicago, March 7. 

With an estimated shortage of 200,- | 
000 teachers in the schools of Amer- | 
ica, the Wrigley Co. plans to devote | 
many of the 15-minute programs on | 
“American Women” to enlisting | 
eligible men and women to take over | 
teaching jobs for the duration. 


} 


Radio plugs by Wrigley are part 
a national campaign being 
launched by the company in all 
media. National teaching organiza- 
tions figure that ull teacher training 
are 60% 
which, with 


down enroll- 


the actual 


schools 
ments 


on 


short- 


age of teachers, might develop into 


a national crisis in schools. 


quence program a la “Truth or Con- 


sequences” except that voice keeps 


calling sum as award and contestant | 
sum | 


before next 
auditioned by 
last week. 


yells catch-line 
comes up, was 
network late 

Fred Utall was m.e. and quizmas- 
ter, with being 
for a pot 


Blue 


considered 
the web as 


program 
sustaining 


a showcase for 


On 
sponsors. 


WIP’S 168-Hr. Week 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
WIP last week got the okay from 
the FCC to utilize the last idle time 
on the station—from 1 to 6:30 


Tuesdays -— making the outlet the 


| second station in the U. S. to stay | 


on the air 24-hours-a-day-seven days 
a week. 

The early morning period on Tues- 
days—like the similar period every 
other day—is sponsored by the Pep | 
30¥s, chain of auto accessory stores. | 


Cleveland—Hugh Collins to WHK- 
| WCLE announcing stafY from WFMJ. | 


a.m. | 


|} the George Abbott 


Orioles. 


Set Replacer For 
Gl-Bound Skelton 


Hollywood, March 7. 
George Bayard, veepee of Russel 
Seeds agency, and John Guedel, 
Coast radio director, put their heads 
together on a knotty problem—what 
to toss into the Red Skelton 


ciggies. Comic passed through the 
induction center and with an okay 
for sound physical manhood. Just 
when he is called is another matter, 
considering possibility of deferments 
and appeals. 

Bayard and Guedel have a com- 
edy-variety show in mind and a 
rough draft has already gotten a nod 
from the chent. 


Brown & Williamson, however, until 
it is waxed and spun. Identity of 
those on the projected show is being 
closely guarded lest someone else has 
designs on the optionees. 


Deanna, Bill Powell 
Summer Replacement 
Show Likely for June 


Half-hour variety show featuring 
Deanna Durbin and William Powell 
is being considered as a summer re- 


placement, with June as a likely 
starting date on one of the major 
webs. Besides Miss Durbin, who 
will sing, and Powell, who would 
| Star in dramatic stanza on the pro- 
| gram, Bill Goodwin is included in 
| his initial endeavor as a comedian 
}on his own. Gordon Jenkins’ orch 
will supply the music. 


Frank Vincent, 
is handling. 


Hollywood agent, 


New Scripter to Replace 
Bixby on ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 


Carl Bixby, writer of “Mrs. Mini- 
ver” CBS dramatic stanza in the | 
11:30 p.m.-midnight slot Fridays. has 


resigned from the show and is on a 
Florida vacation, with Harry Sou- 
vaine office, owners of the package, 
currently looking for new scripter. 
Stanza is produced by CBS, under 
supervision of Robert J. Landry, new 
supervisor of all dramatic stanzas on 
the web. 

Judith Evelyn, who played “Mrs. 
Miniver” on the program, 


by Gertrude Warner, while 
Moore portrayed role of Mr. 
on last .week’s (4) show. 
Karl Swenson, 


Miniver 
replacing 
who is touring with 
play. “Highland 
Fling.” but. is expected back next 


week, 


Despite dire predictions.of a cur- | 


spot | 
to hold the high rating for Raleigh | 


There'll be no defi- | 
nite decision from Freeman Keyes or | 


recently | 
| checked out."*having been succeeded 
John | 


down for the month follows: 


4 Networks Totaled $15,401,804 
In Jan. Billings; CBS Sets Pace 


The four major networks, having wound up 1943 with record-shat- 
tering gross time sales in excess of $150,000,000, continued to pile up 
new highs in January. Billings for the month totaled an estimated 
$15,401,804. This compares with $11,169,242 for the corresponding period 
last year and represents a 38° increase. 
there’s little likelihood of any downward course this year—the 1944 
figures will far exceed last year’s total. 

Both CBS and NBC were in the $5,000,000 class for the teeoff month, 
the former registering an estimated $5,681,215, for a 
January, 1943, and NBC chalking up $5,136,938 for a 


At the present rate—and 


35°) increase over 
29° boost. Break- 


NETWORK GROSS TIME SALES 


(Estimated) 
FOR JANUARY 


1944 1943 PC. 

$11,169,242 138 


First entry, from the v.p. him- 
self, goes: 

“Momzy degs and 

Popzy degs and 

Maida nantzy dersters 

A kiddley derster stoo 

Wouldn't you?” 

Five spot for a topper is being 
| Offered by Kesten with entries 


being handled by George Cran- 
dall and judging in hands of Jim 
Kane and Art Miller. 


| 
| 
| 


CIO Radio Survey 
On Propaganda 


Labor's use of radio propaganda is 
being surveyed by the Political Ac- 
|} \ion Committee of the CIO. Group’s 
| study of radio is directed along the 
| path of the role that radio can play | 
|in presenting the union’s viewpoints 
on the coming political campaigns 
and in counteracting the black eye 
given organized labor by widespread 
|-publicity of strikes. 

Feeling among the union leaders is 
that organized labor has done a top 
|job but the public and the armed 
i services abroad get only the impres- | 
sion created by the isolated strikes. 
Idea of the survey is to determine 
how much money is needed and how 
that money can be most effectively 


utilized to counteract this impres- 
sion. The committee has evinced 
great interest in “the recently an- 


nounced controversial issue policy of 
WMCA, N. Y. and they are looking 
forward to countrywide adoption of 
a similar policy on the part of other 
indie outlets. Plans for radio use in 
the coming political campaigns are 
still somewhat nebulous though that 
phase is also being studied, 


HARRY SAVOY SHOW 
PREEMS THIS MONTH 


Harry 


Savoy, of vaude, is slated 


to preem with a_ half-hour 


Blue 


considering program 


soon 


sustaining show on the net- 


work, which 


for the Thursday night 7:30 slot. 
Final decision on broadeast will be 
made today (8). 

Program will carry a east of 


eight, in addition to Savoy, and will 
be backed by studio orchestra. Ray 
Knight will produce, assisted by 
Howard Caraway. Hy Cooper and| 
Bob Phillips have been lined up for 
the script job. with Savoy also 
pitching in on the writing end. 

Initial broadcast is set for March 
16. 


| 
| 


Portland, Ore.—Robert Sonderskob. 
former cellist with the Portland 
Symphony orchestra before it 
banded and professor of 
Linfield College, has joined 
| KEX musical staff under 


| Abe Bercovitz. 


dis- 
Music at 

KGW- 
director 


resolution 


Hub Solons Blast Mutual for NBC 


‘Assignment’; No Quorum--No Seap 


+ Boston, March 7. 

’ ‘ , | A slow burn reaction to.contros 
Kesten’s ‘Doats te 

versial “Assignment USA” radio pro- 

Paced by Foul gram broadcast by NBC developed in 

executive v.p., the CBS N. Y. lthe Hub’s City Council last week 
headquarters gang is in hot pur- | 
suit of a $5 prize for the best | but fizzled out when the Council, 
original “Mairzy Doats” chorus. | after thrashing irately about for 


some hours, discovered it didn't have 
a quorum and couldn't do anything 
about it. 

Program was beamed Feb. 22, and 
Council evidently didn’t hear about 
it until Feb. 28 when Councilman 
Michael L. Kinsceila introduced a 
condemning the “Mutual 
Broadcasting System” which it de- 
clared had “insulted and castigated a 
large portion of the citizenry of Bos- 
ton” on radio 
Newsreel,”’ 
“Feb. 21.” 

The indignant councilmen, none of 
whom seem to have heard the radio 
program in question their 
abhorrence of such castigation and 
insult and prepared a resolution ask- 
ing the Federal C 
Commission to be 


program entitled 


“Radio which was broad- 


st on 


expressed 


Straightaway in- 


formed of the “lax control” on the 
part of the “Mutual Broadea 
System” in the preparation of mate- 


rial designed. so they said, to adver- 
tise the book “Assignment USA” by 
S. C. Menefee. 

It was at this point that the Coun- 
cil discovered that only 11 me; 
were present, one 
and the meeting | 


nbers 
hort of a quorum, 


a to be adjourned, 


preventing any action. 

It is not yet known if the Council 
has discovered that the radio pro- 
gram in question was entitled “As- 
signment USA,” that it was broad- 
cast on Feb. 22 and that it originated 
from WEAF, an NBC key station— 
and that Boston was only one of the 


va) 
to receive ca ligation, 


Fortune Mag’s Show 
Seen Intro of H.R. Luce 


Into Blue Programming 


Beginning of closer cooperation 
between the radio programs de- 
partment of Time Mag. Ine. and 
Blue network programmers, follow- 
ing publisher Henry R. Luce’s re- 
cent stock purchase nto chain. is 


seen in announcement last week 


(3) 


the 


that Fortune recently 


auaie 
tioned a 


the 


“public opinion” show for 


Blue. Latte i considerit 


spotting the program as a su 


tainer 
available for 
put together by 
dept., Elmer 
conductor of Fortune's public opin- 
ion polls, as chairman of a panel 
which will analyze current surveys 


outside sponsorship 


Package, Time 


programs has 


foper, 


once a week. Show is considered 
likely candidate for Sunday afier- 
noon spot. if available, or a night- 
time position angling for mature 
male listeners. Guesters connecicd 
| With subject under discussion will 


join with Roper 
Audition 
Fortune 


for the chinfests. 
program 
included 


presented by 


Joseph Barnes, 


Gerard Swope and Geoffrey Par- 
sons on panel. If spotted es sue 
stainer, it’s understood, Luce outiit 
will get billing but-not bill for air- 
time. 


{ 
| | 
| : who repatriated from Paris| | 
| | 
| | 
| 
Utall Quiz Switch | 
| 
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| Summer Standins 
Knotty Problem 
For Agency Execs 


} Agency toppers are worried about 
getting replacements for name radio 
<hows this summer. All the top 

shows are slated to go off the air be- | 
cause the performers are knocked | 


out from the combined grind of camp 
tours and their regular stints. Some 
of the performers are showing the 
strain already and all of them are 
looking forward to the summer 
hiatus. Bob Hope, for instance, had 
to join his troupe via wire on the 
Feb. 29 broadcast, being Jaid up. , 

_ Despite .theggcramble for replace- 
ments, few substitutes have been set 
yet. 


Seek Sub Show 
For Sammy Kaye 


The Sammy Kaye-Old Gold pro- 
gram, Wednesday nights on CBS, 
may go off the air for a month when 
the bandleader begins a month's tour 
of one-nighters at the end of March. 
Sponsors and J. Walter Thompson 
agency, which handles the account, 

* are currently working out a substi- 
tute show in the event that Kaye is | 


not picked up enroute for the Wed- | 
nesday night stanzas. | 


It’s undecided as yet whether the 
replacement show, if the Kaye pick- 
up is nixed, will originate from the 
Coast or New York. Fill-in’ shaw | 
would also be built around a band, 
with possibility that if it emanates 
from the Coast, Lou Bring will get 
the nod. Latter batoned the orch on | 
the recently-demised RCA “What's | 
New?” Saturday night program, | 
quitting® the show shortly after it 
moved from the Coast to the east. 


The Kaye-Old Gold program wil}! 
originate from New York upon com- | 
pletion of the orch leader's tour, | 
with Kaye skedded to go into the 
Hotel Astor. 


Blue Mulls New Quiz 
With U.S. and British 
Celebs Matching Wits 


Blue network officials last week | 
auditioned British Broadcasting 
Co. program titled, “Trans-Atlantic 
Quiz,’ with strong” probability 
half-hour stanza will be spotted on 
the web. 


Format 
quest 


includes cross-Atlantie | 
ioning on facts pertaining to 
history: of this country and Eng- 
land, and other pertinent data, with 
different celebrities of both nations | 
being used each week. 


NBC FILES FOR TELE 
STATIONS IN 7 CITIES 


Cleveland, March 7. 


NBC has filed applications with | 
the FCC for permits to build tele-| 
Vision stations in Cleveland and six | 


other cities as soon after the war as! 
possible. 

Vernon H. Probble, general man- | 
ager of WTAM, reported the Cleve- | 
land NBC transmitter 
ably be located on top the 
NBC building. 

“We'd like to cover both Cleveland | 


would prob- | 


21-story 


and Akron with a transmitter lo-| 
cated here. That's what we had 
mind five years ago when we leased | 


out pre building,” he said. 


Mark Woods to Get 
Poor Richard Citation 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

Mark Woods, Blue Network prexy. 
will receive the citation of merit) 
from the Poor Richard Club, one of | 
the oldest advertising clubs in U. S.,| 
at a dinner next March 15. 

Citation will be awarded “for his 
enterprising leadership in network 
broadcasting and outstanding contri-, 
bution to the welfare of the Ameri-| 
can public,” according to club of- 
ficials, 

Radio biggies to receive the award 
in the past include Lowell Thomas, | 
Quentin Reynolds and Edward R. 
Murrow. 


ent 


Taking Shape 


The boys say they've got television. Got it 
almost where they want it. Limited post- 
war launching is virtually sure, but that 
“almost” is a matter of distance and receiv- 
ing set prices yet to be licked. These two 
problems roll up into the question of, “How 
can television crack the present limitation 
of a 60-mile radius for any of its broadcast- 
ing stations, and how long will it be before 
receiving sets are at a price to permit tele 
the necessary circulation it must have to at- 
tract advertisers?” 


Well, the same boys say the coaxial cable 
(think of it as telephone wire) will take 
care of the distance thing, at least and at 
first on a regional network basis. And last 
week Niles Trammell, NBC’s president, plus 
A. T. & T. (Bell) engineers, also pointed to 
the coaxial cable or radio relay as the meth- 
ods by which television will get over the 
immediate ground to be covered. And as 
more coaxial cable becomes available ihe 
regional network (East, Midwest, Coast) 
can eventually become a national hookup. 
Which indicates that the country is going 
to get tele by degrees with estimates al- 
ready running from two to five years as to 
television in a coast-to-coast network form. 
The choice between coaxial cable and radio 
relay will evidently hinge on efficiency and 
costs although a combination of both may 
be used. 


But all this is the technical side and show- 
business has never lacked for technicians in 
any of its branches. What show business 
wants to know is—who’s going to broadcast 
television? The networks? The ad agen- 


cies? The receiving set manufacturers? 
Who? And who’s going to control produc- 
tion? What’s going to take place on those 


living room screens and who ss going to put 
it there? Showbusiness is sure full of ques- 
tions on this television gadget. 


According to Mr. Trammell’s statement 
to NBC’s affiliated stations, television, with 
a few differences, stands a very good chance 
of dropping into the exact groove which 
present day radio has carved for itself. For 
instance, Mr. Trammell declares that NBC 
has filed application to establish television 
stations after the war in Cleveland, Chi- 
cago, Denver, Frisco and Los Angeles. Be- 
sides which the network now has a tele out- 
let in New York and will also build one in 
Washington as soon as possible. Sum this 
up and it reveals that NBC intends to start 
on tele with seven regional broadcasting 
stations around the country. 


Seven television outlets. Does that mean 
seven separate stock companies? Could be, 
because they’ve got to broadcast something 
besides moving pictures from these tele 
origination points. And if that’s so then 
they’d better change that “Holiday for 
Strings” to “Holiday for Actors” for it’s go- 
ing to be a field day. 


This is only one network, too, remember. 
There are still CBS, the Blue, Mutual and 
whatever televising the set manufacturers 
may do on the production end. DuMont, 
for instance, is now using its own tele 
studio. So what about Zenith, Philco and 
the rest? Anyway you peek at it television 
seems sure to be a spree for actors, with 
producers, or directors, at a premium. 


It’s said that out in Hollywood some of 
the execs are trying to figure how they can 
control television. Even the dim form which 
tele is now beginning to take on the amuse- 
ment horizon ought to be enough to tip pic- 
tures to join the family and help bring up 
the new baby. For all showbusiness is in 
on television. It’s obviously too big for any 
one entertainment branch to dominate or 
control. 


Actors are no longer going to be so de- 
pendent upon pictures. Like vaudeville, 
which kept performers waiting so long they 
left vaude flat for films and radio, pictures 
may see actors’ leaps to television. Co- 
operation and the study of how to make use 
of television will help pictures meet the 
biggest opposition threat it has ever had to 
face. 


Television is the closest to the theatre of 
any of the other mechanical amusement me- 
diums. It lacks the scope of the moving 
picture and is almost as: limited as the stage 
itself regarding action. But it is showbusi- 
ness—every studio, station and mile of it— 
and it can be made to help the other branch- 
es while establishing, maintaining and re- 
taining its own place. 


Meanwhile there is nothing to indicate 
that the ad agencies intend or need to con- 
cern themselves with the mechanics of 
broadcasting tele. There is, however, every 
reason to believe that they are not inclined 
to lessen their bid to be the advertisers’ pro- 
ducing medium. The question here is 
whether the networks will set up their own 
production departments and compete with 
the agencies for sponsors, or again refuse 
the production hurdle to concentrate on 
selling time and providing the mechanical 
facilities. -The webs did this once before, 
and while Mr. Trammell announced NBC’s 
future tele outlets, has anyone heard NBC, 
or any other network, definitely define its 
plans for television production? 


Besides those estimates of two to five 
vears before tele reaches full bloom, every- 
thing also points to intermittent tele broad- 
casts rather than a full daily schedule. 
Choice evening hours are certain to have 
their televised shows, but daytime activity 
is apt to be mostly confined to weekends 
for sports, educational and religious fea- 
tures. What does seem sure, though, is that 
early television is going to offer a great 
amount of sound film for reception and 
that these films will be the transcriptions 
of television. 

In this respect a sponsor is apt to put his 
program on a reel and send it around in 
rotation to those seven regiona! outlets 
NBC is talking about. That would be one 
way. Or would the sponsor want his show 
produced with live talent by the produc- 
tion unit at each of those regional outlets, 
if they are to have producing units? Oh, 
happy day for actors. But either way, tele- 
vising his product is going to be much more 
expensive than current radio for the ad- 
vertiser. 


Meantime, where does FM fit in? Will 
tele leap right over FM or carry it along 
with it? The latter is likely as FM is the 
sound reception half of television. Trade 
opinion appears to be unanimous as to im- 
mediate public clamor for new post-war 
radio sets and also that set manufacturers 
will be able to take care of this rush with 
FM receivers. This wuouid then briage ihe 
gap until tele receiving sets can be 
hammered down to the price range which 
will bring that all-important circulation 
and advertisers. The ultimate tele receiving 
set objective seems to be $59.50 and $49.50 
table outfits, vet early post-war days are 
likely to see television receivers at frum 
$200 to $400. 


In England, according further to the 
Trammell statement and the “London 


News Chronicle,” they talk of their present 
35-mile radius remaining the same. Their 
idea to overcome this limitation is 13 relay 
outlets connected by coaxial cable or radio 
relay, all taking tele programs from a BBC 
main station and all to be ready nine 
months after the war. They also maintain 
that American tele is not superior to theirs. 
Over there they anticipate an initial re- 
ceiving set price of about $400 plus $40 for 
a Straight radio attachment. Over here it is 
known that as to international television 
broadcasts the engineers are talking about 
the necessity of a standard wave length 
and the possible establishing of mid-ocean 
relays. 


So you see you can go daffy thinking 
about television. For instance, televising a 
fashion show figures to drive any man out 
of the house. But supposing some smart 
modiste slips ifi a negligee display with a 
few sharp looking gals? 


Then how do you keep ‘em down on the 
farm? 


Sid. 


Danny Kaye Will 
Take Over For 
Frank Morgan 


Danny Kaye is slated to take over 
the Frank Morgan slot on the Max- 


well House-NBC show when the 
' latter leaves to headline his own 
radio session. Kaye will leave for 


the Coast shortly to get together with 
Fanny Brice and her writers in order 
to work out a formula. 

It's reported that Kaye’s film con- 
tract prohibits his heading his own 
radio show and limits him to appear- 
ing as an added starter on another 
stanza. 


Young-Skinner 


To Do Own Show 


Roland Young and Cornelia Otis 


| Thursday 
show 


the 
CBS 
off 


after 26 weeks On 
night Dinah Shore 
Foods, check 


Skinner, 


for General 


| the program the first week in April. 


The Young & Rubicam agency. which 


| handles the account, is currgntly set- 


ting up a half-hour sponsored show 
for the two stars. 


The agency has an option on the 


| services of the pair, who, in the opin- 
| ion of Y & R and the sponsors, have 


given the Shore session a consider- 
able hypo with their weekly pres- 
entations. However, with both Miss 
Skinner and Young in New York 
and the remainder of the program 
emanating from the Coast, the ar- 
rangement has not been an entirely 
satisfactory one. Y. & R. feels the 
stars have built up a big radio audi- 
ence and can click on their own. 


New show will originate from New 


| York, with Miss Skinner going into 
| the new Lillian Hellman play which 


Herman Shumlin now has in 
sal. Young is also 
Broadway legiter. 
The appearance of Miss 
and Young on the Silver 
program April 16 will offer 
view” as to how they'll 
their own half-hour 


rehear- 
skedded for a 


Skinner 
Theatre 
a “pre- 
hape up on 
session, 


WOV,N. Y., Airing Daily 


Shows Seeking Kin Of 


| Italian War Prisoners 


A series of special “missing per- 
sons” broadcasts to locate 
American relatives of Italian pris- 


oners interned in the U. S. has been 
inaugurated by Station WOV. N. Y. 
Ihe sérvice, which enables relatives 
of Italian prisoners of war to estab- 
lish contact by mail, went into effect 


last week, (1). All information is 
cleared by arrangement with the 
Red Cross Foreign Inquiry Service. 
The broadcasts, in Italian, are 
heard over WOV daily at 3:55 p.m., 
and will continue indefinitely. 
Plans to conduct the service were 


| made as a result of good conduct and 
| widespread pro-Allied sentiment re- 
| ported prevailing among Italian pris- 
oners, whose names are now being 
made public. It is believed that in- 
tensified sympathy for the Allied war 


effort will result through the contact 
of prisoners with their American 
kin 


MARRIAGE GUIDANCE 
VIA DAYTIME AIRER 


The Blue last week auditione a 
iique dramatic daytime airer for a 
group of interested sponsors based 
on the case files of Dr. Valeria 
Parker, director of the New York 


Bureau of Marriage Council. 

Session would comprise a 15-min- 
ute across-the-board strip and would 
marriage guidence agency. 
Mark Goodson is the s°rip 


¢ 
;aCt aS a 


| ‘On Stage’ Goes Vaude 


Knight’s “On Stage Every- 
body.’ Blue network sustainer, is 
setting up vaude units, with radio 
/performers to be rotated on road 
ry six weeks. First booking prob- 
through Loew's. 

| Radio is aiming to pick up 
inew talent out of town. 


Ray 


eve 


snow 
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ue 
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¥ 


| 
| 


32 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 8, 1944 


Here’s a yaru that’s seemingly 


swears to its truth: 


thing of a claque-in-reverse. 


house for a radio takeover. 
(Ed. Note—The guy—the one in 


Dear Bob Ripley: 


unbelievable, but the informant 


Shortage of Broadway legit houses to handle broadcasts has seem- 
ingly brought about an odd opening-night situation, 
the preems are a number of people from radio who represent some- 


Turning out for 


Instead of salvos and demands for curtain calls, the radio gang goes 
into loud lobby lamentations between the acts, hoping it'll discourage 
everybody concerned and bring about a quick fold, thus releasing the 


the first paragraph—probably took 


an oath on a stack of New York Clippers, circa 1860.) 


Gillette Now Auditioning Boxers For 
“Hello Ma” Routine; Nix Long Spiels 


In addition to convincing promo-+ 


ter Mike Jacobs as to their fistic 
ability, main bout fighters in Madi- 
son Square Garden, N. Y., fistic | 
shows now are being auditioned for 
radio to insure a smooth broadcast 
performance after hostilities have 
ended. Custom recently introed 
finds spieler 
the pugs through a brief rehearsal in 
the dressing room before the fight. 

Audition gimmick was decided on 
in an effort to cut down on long- 
winded spiels by fighters at the tail- 
end of the WOR-Mutual fightcasts 
for Gillette by Dunphy and Bill 
Corum. Boxers of late have been 
reeling of@@ long strings of “hellos” 
to friends all over the world with 
height of something or other reached 
several weeks ago when Bobby Ruf- 
fin bounced up to the mike with 
a prepared script listing names of 
pals he wanted to greet. 

Fighters now are being asked by 
Dunphy to lay off the personal 
touch and confine post-battle inter- 
views to matters of more general in- 
terest. Understood, however, that 
no actual ban has been placed on 
“Hi, Ma, he never hoited me a bit. 
I'll be right home” type of message. 


More Railroads 
Get Air-Minded 


Chicago, March 7. 
Railroads are showing a marked 
interest in radio, several inquiries 


having been received in the past twol. 


weeks by agencies and networks 
here from a number of them. En- 
thusiasm for radio seems to be run- 
ning high among most of the rail- 
roads although one road dropped 
idea entirely when advised of the 
cost replying that their budget 
couldn’t stand that kind of expense 
at this time. 

Debut of the Union Pacific show 
over NBC several weeks ago is said 
to have started the ball rolling with 
resuit that Sante Fe road is definitely 
going on the air in short time. In 
addition the Chicago, Milwaukee and 
St. Paul Railroad last week signed a 
39-week contract, through Roche, 
Williams and Cunnyngham, to spon- 


Don Dunphy putting | 


$750,000 Price Tag 
On Marshall Field’s 
WJJD (Chi) Purchase 


Chicago, March 7. 

Deal in which WJJD was sold to 
Marshall Field saw 15,000 shares of 
common stock outstanding acquired 
by Field at the rate of $44 a share or 
$660,000. Ownership of stock was 
as follows: P. K. Wrigley, 35%; 
Ralph Atlass, 35°; Leslie Atlass, 
20%: A. M. Linick, 10%. 

Price per share of preferred stock 
was at the rate of $100, or $36,000 
for the 360 shares held by the four 
owners, leaving 540 shares to be ac- 
quired. If remainder of outstanding 
preferred can be picked up at $100 
per share overall purchase price will 
be $750,000. 

According to the contract sellers 
guaranteed a balance sheet as of Jan. 
31 showing current assets of $225,000 
and net worth of $320,000 with cur- 
rent contracted biz of $500,000 and 
technical equipment valued at 
$200,000. With the deal went acqui- 
sition of a construction permit for 
an FM station to be erected on the 
top floor of the Mather Tower. WJJD 
has an option on the space. 

Understood that Ralph and Leslie 
Atlass had initiated move to equip 
KSL, Salt Lake City, with protected 
directional transmitter prior to deal 
with Field. This would allow WJJD 
to go on full time if similarly 
equipped. FCC approval is certain 
if KSL agrees. 


Western Airers 
Market Surveyed 


Chicago, March 7. 

Exhaustive survey is currently un- 
der way by a major agency on the! 
“horse-opera,” theme. Agency is | 
proceeding on the theory thai if most | 
towns of 20,000 or under are the top 
market for “westerns,” in the film 
industry that radio might well take 
a leaf out of their book. 

Plan calls for a new format being 


sor a weekly commentary by Cloyd 


Head over WMAQ beginning March) either 15-minute or half-hour pro-| roll punjabs and let them grace tele | 


12. 


KANSAS CITY SYMPH 
ALSO SNARES SPONSOR 


Kansas City, March 7. 
The Kansas City Philharmonic Or- 


chestra, conducted by Efrem Kurtz, | 


will be heard on the air under com- 
mercial sponsorship for the first time 


in a series of four half-hour con- 
certs over KMBC, the CBS outlet 
here. 


Contracts signed last Saturday (4) | 


provide for an initial broadcast next 
Thursday night (9), with succeeding 
programs weekly at the same hour. 
Robert Keith, Inc., pioneer furni- 
ture store, is the sponsor, 


Despite capacity crowds at all of 
the concerts by the orchestra this 
season, a deficit exists in its operat- 
ing fund, and revenue resulting from 
the four broadcasts will aid in bal- 
ancing accounts. 


Gracie Fields Package 
Airer Virtually Set 


Gracie Field. is virtually set to 
return to the air. It’s a package deal 
set by the William Morris agency. 


English comedienne would femcee 


developed that can be adapted to 


grams on platters. Sales figures on 
how well the films do in these mar- 
kets will be used to persuade spon- 
sors to hit the air with cowboys ahd 
Indians. 


Farrell Vice Massey 
On ‘Musical Milkwagon’ 


Chicago, March 7. 
Cast of “Musical Milkwagon,” 
Bowman Dairy Cc. show heard over 


| 
| 


| WGN, undergoes change on March 
120 when Dinning Sisters replace 
Patti Clayton and Malone Sisters, 
and Skip Farrell takes over Curt 
| Massey’s spot. Massey is leaving 
| show by mutual agreement. Change 
marks the return of the Dinnings, 


who appeared on show during its 
| first 13 weeks on the air. 

Peter Lyman, of J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency, is now producing show, 
originally done by Buck Gunn, now 
with WGN and _ formerly’ with 
Thompson agency. Bowman Band, 
composed of Harry Frohman, pian- 
ist; Oscar Thielman, drummer, and 
Dick Platt, organist, furnishes the 
musical accompaniments. 


Lederer’s Audition 
Francis Lederer, in N. Y. from the 
Coast to hypo interest in “The Bridge 


Wind” (UA), has auditioned a radio 


‘as well as sing, and it would be a) series of romantic dramas in which 
| he will star via the Blue. 


30-min. program. 


of San Luis Rey” and “Voice in the | 


Sun Ship Bankrolling 
6 Philly Air Shows 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

Sun Shipbuilding Co.—after an ex- 
perimental period which proved suc- 
cessful—is going whole hog for ra- 
dio to recruit badly needed workers 
for its giant yards in Chester, Pa. 

The company is now bankrolling 
six shows weekly and spending about 
$2,500 a week and is dickering for a 
couple of others. According to John 
G. Pew, Jr., son of the Sun president 
and chief of personnel at the ship- 
yards, the radio shows have proved 
effective in marshalling workers to 
the yards which have promised to 
deliver more than 100 ships to the 
merchant fleet this year. 

Shows already under contract are 
aimed to reach every type of au- 
dience where there may possibly be 
available manpower, Pew pointed 
out. 

The shows sponsored by Sun: 

WIP: “Dollars to Doughnuts”—quiz 
show emanating from army installa- 
tions; “Griffin Reporting” — news 
commentary by A. R. Griffin: WCAU: 
“Bob Patrick and Harmony Rangers” 
—hillbilly show; WFIL: “To Whom 
it May Concern’—drama; “Sweet! 
Land of Liberty’—-patriotic dramati- 
zation; Tom Moorehead—sports com- 
mentary. 


NBC Tele Hypoes 
Cue Breakup Of 


Talent Log Jam 


Expected reopening of NBC’s Ra- 
dio City television studios late this 
month, plus announcement last week 
by prexy Niles Trammell that his web 
is on the threshold of wide expan- 


To Recruit Workers 


sion in the field brings belief that 
tele’s talent panic may be nearing an 
end. Slim budgets and widespread | 
inclination, so far, to look on hear- 
see programming as merely experi- 
mental have added up to no big 
names in tele. 

Screen and broadcasting head- 
liners, most of them up to their 
necks in outside war activities in ad- 
dition to their regular film and radio 
assignments, have been giving tele a 
frigid brushoff. Reason, of course, is 
that the new medium as yet boasts 
only small audiences and most video 
productions have been pretty tired. 
Recent tele preems by Fred Waring 
and Eddie Dowling may be straws in 
the wind, it’s felt. 

Recent hypoes, however, 


added to 


tions nave changed many perform- 
ers’ slants on the subject with some 
reported anxious for a chance to try 
their wings. As long as tele’s future 
is undecided, however, it’s not 
thought likely that Hollywood studios 
screens as guests, stars or in 
other capacity. 


any 


| Reason for this is plain. Film com- 
| panies, tricked once when sound pic- 
tures sneaked up on many of them, 
are reported not wanting to take any 
chances on this latest development. 
If television, as many believe, is to 


osition and, as such, a threat to the- 
| atre audiences, producers and ex- 
| hibitors do not propose to feed the 
|} hand that’s going to bite them. If 
| television becomes a buy-your-way- 
| in theatre proposition, however, Hol- 


highpowered postwar press predic- | 


‘placements... 


| will give the go ahead to their pay-| 


be an advertising-broadcasting prop- | 


| 


From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Hobe Morrison, ex-"Variety” now in Young and Rubicam talent and 
program department, named a member of the Writers War Board last 
week....March 18 issue of Collier’s mag will have feature on Joan Brooks 
Article marks Collier's joining vanguard of mags playing up radio and 
its personalities. 

June Allison resigned femme lead of “Flashgun Casey, Press Photog,” 
heard Saturday nights at 11:30-12 over CBS effective with last Saturday's 
(4) show. Producer John Dietz searching for new lead....Doug Coulter 
CBS v.p. in charge of programs, bedded by pneumonia, will be out for at 
least a month....Ben Kaplan, radio ed and columnist for Providence Eve. 
ning Bulletin, in town over past weekend enroute to Florida. ...Morton 
Downey setting up gala “Erin Go Bragh” cocktail party on St. Patrick's 
Day with ex-Mayor Jimmie Walker heading list of “auld sod” celebs slated 
to be on hand....Miller McClintock, Mutual prexy, back from Mexico 
Monday (6)....Nan Wynn will be vocalist with “Duffy's” when it airs 
from Coast. ‘ 

Oscar Turner, who left NBC radio recording division to join the OWI 
has been named head of that NBC division in Hollywood. ...Tom Howard, 
quizmaster on “It Pays to Be Ignorant” Friday, on CBS, served as manager 
of WKNY, Kingston, N. Y., for several months prior to the time “Ignorant” 
went network. Sought to buy into the station, but no soap. ...Pvt. Richard 
Pack, former WOR, N. Y., publicity director, now in the Army, at Mitchel 
Field, L. I., was guest lecturer at Jo Ranson’s radio survey course at City 
College of New York last week. ' 

Determining factor in Jack Benny switching over from General Foods 
to ciggie sponsor was George Washington Hill's offer of a three-year con- 
tract. General Foods wanted to renew on a single-year basis....On March 
19 “Lands of the Free” will air Norman Rosten's adaptation of Stephen 
Vincent Benet's “Western Star.” Rosten was Benet's protege. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Russell Davis, who has been a freelance announcer at Dallas Stations, 
has been put under contract by WBBM-CBS....Baskett Mosse, local NBC 
news editor, joins the Northwestern University faculty as news broad- 
casting instructor of the new nine-week course which has been added to 
the curriculum of the Medill School of Journalism....Art Hern an inductee 
....El Henry, Blue Network press head, in Milwaukee in connection with 
Allis-Chalmers account....Barbara Lang, formerly of WINN, Louisville, 
and Evelyn Dow, of Birmingham, have joined WBBM educational depart- 
ment under Florence Warner....Kleve Kirby, NBC: announcer, back at 
mike after a siege of laryngitis, will vacation in West Palm Beach some- 
time this month. ...Patrtcia Dunlap is new addition to Ma Perkins cast.... 
T/Sgt. Harold Azine, formerly of the WLS continuity and news department 
and now a U. S. Marine Corps correspondent, wrote ‘Bougainville Landing’ 
in the current number of Harper’s Magazine....When “First Nighter” 
switches to Wednesdays, commencing tonight, 88 stations will be added 
to the 120 Mutual stations which have been carrying the show....Tyler 
Davis, radio director of J. Walter Thompson agency, has left for a two- 
month stay in Hollywood....Jack Louis, of Needham, Louis and Brorby, 
back in town after several weeks in Phoenix, Arizona. 

Charles Worcester, farm editor of CBS, Washington, in for series of meet- 
ings with farm broadcasters....Several CBS announcers have concocted 
a novelty program slated to hit the air shortly....It’s rumored that Gene 
Dyer has made deal to sell WSBC. Dyer has left on a two-week vacation 
without divulging which two of his three stations he intends to sell in 
compliance with the FCC dual ownership ruling....Parker Pen has option 
on five times a week morning spot on Blue....Jim Carnes of KMOX, St. 
Lguis, in town for visit. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Fast jokes aren’t for Amos 'n’ Andy so they cancelled their guest book- 
ing with Bob Hope after they glimmed the script. Lum and Abner jumped 
at the chance and kept up with Bob all the way....Herb Moss taking wax 
auditions at NBC for successor to Ralph Edwards as quizzmaster on “Truth 
or Consequences.” First two under the needle were Harry von Zell and 
Ransom Sherman....Tyler Davis came out from Chicago, where he heads 
radio department for J. Walter Thomnson, to get the Coast picture from 
Danny Danker....John Swallow added Robert Dwan from Frisco and John 
Zoller, Army dischargee, to his NBC production staff. Latter replaces 
Harry Saz, who moved over to Foote, Cone & Belding to work with Arnold 
Maguire on the RKO studio strip....Austin Peterson, formerly of Young 
& Rubicam production crew, now a major with Lt. Col. Tom Lewis’ Armed 
Forces Radio Service....Paul Rickenbacher and Y & R producers spin- 
ning records far into the night to isolate six candidates as summer re- 
.Chief Engineer Les Bowman at KNX switched over to short 
wave without loss of a second when flood waters washed out the power 
lines between Columbia Square and the CBS transmitter at Torrance, a 
few miles away....Frances Scully, long NBC and Blue network glamor 
reporter, tries a new tack when she turns commentator on women’s affairs 
for a sponsored strip over KECA....Charles Chaplin, who always uses 
the middle initial of F for obvious reasons, heading up radio production 
for Hillman-Shane-Breyer agency....Steve Slesinger, Art Rush and Don 
Sharpe preparing audition of “King of the Royal Mounted” for summer 
sale. Richard Dix will be head mountie. 


‘Go’ Stops, With Kinks © | DRAMATIZE HECHT YARN 
To Get Ironing Out) FOR SILVER THEATRE 


New Eversharp Blue network show 


| has been rechristened “Let Yourself 


|lywood big names will flock to the| 


new medium to cash in on their film} 


drawing power, it’s predicted. 


PAT BUTTRAM GETS 
~ OWN AIRER ON BLUE 


Chicago, March 7. 


Pat Buttram, rustic comedian on 
National Barn Dance, moves some 
| of his corn over to Blue Network on 


own half-hour show as Wednesday 
session of “Blue Frolics.” Buttram 
will be .backed by orchestra and 
flock of stooges, 


New show will not interfere with 
Buttram’s activities on Alka-Seltzer 
program or in fulfilling his commit- 
ments for two Par pictures yearly. 
Earl Bronson is slated as producer 
with Buttram and Harry Hess writ- 


March 15 when he debuts with his! 


ing scripts, 


Go” in place of “Secret Ambition” 
label and last night’s (7) skedded 
preem was called off for retailoring 
job on script and cast. Milton Berle 
is all set for emcee job for which 
Paul Douglas and others also were 
auditioned. 

Program hopes to teeoff next Tues- 
day (14) in the 7-7:30 p.m. slot. 
Jacques Renard orch, musickers on 
Eversharp’s ‘“Take-Leave” Sunday 
nighter before Phil Baker's de- 
parture for Coast, will get band as- 
signment. 

Cal Kuhl, Biow agency producer 
recently returned to N. Y. from 
Coast, will -pilot “Go.” 


WELI’S CELEB FORUM 


New Haven, March 7. 


Ralph Della Selva has a new celeb 
participation program he airs over 
WELI, along forum lines. Tagged 
“Connecticut Forum of the AY,” 
program goes on Thursday 8:30 to 
9 p.m. with two antis lining up 
against two pros. 

Participants usually comprise two 
entrants from Yale, others from 
around the state. 


Ben Hecht's Easter story, “Miracle 
In the Rain,” is being adapted for 
j radio and is skedded for an airing 
; on the Silver Theatre Sunday night 
program April 9. 

Subject to her approval of the 
script, Margaret Sullavan, currentls 
appearing in the smash “Voice of the 
Turtle” legiter, will play the femme 
lead, 


O.&J. Nix ‘Truth’ Airer 
As Edwards Replacement 


Olsen and Johnson, offered the 
emcee replacement on “Truth or 
Consequence,” in the event Ralph 
Edwards is drafted, turned it down. 

Claim it’s too tough work, because 
of the rebroadcast. 


SOO—NATRA PACTED 


Cleveland, March 7. 

Jack Soo, San Francisco's Chinese 
Frank Sinatra, has been signed by 
Pinky Hunter, WHK-WCLE program 
director, as songster on “Mutual 
Goes Calling.” 

_ Hunter heard Soo while he was 
singing at Chin's Goldem Dragon 
Restaurant. 
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Wedneeday, March 8, 1944 


War Bond 


| Promotion” WA BC, 


HERE are some 990 radio stations in the United 
and Canada. Under the apt caption ictory 
Through Air Power.” Variety's 1913 “Showmanage- 
ment Review” singled out 12 of them for highest awards 
in various branches of showmanagement, demonstrat- 
ing “how the American radio industry in 1943 used its 
head. its heart and its cosmie tools to serve the people 
during the second year of the war.” 

6 of the winners were CBS stations—three of them 
were affiliated stations. three were Columbia-owned. 

Including the winners of highest awards, Variety cited 
a total of 48 stations threughout the nation. 

19 of the 48 Citations went to 14 Stations on the 
CBS network. Specifically. to: WNAX, WRVA, KTLEC, 
KNX, WABC, WOAM. WCAL. KMBC, WCCO, WEEL, 
WERY. KOIN and WTOP. 

Nine different sectors of showmanagement were 


studied by Variety before designating its annual awards. 


This is CBS... the Columbia Broadcasting System 


WIN AGAIN! 


ARI Y 33 meee 
| 
“Helping the farmer fight 
this war and helping him 
win it” WNAX, Sioux City, 
la.—Yankton, 8. 
“Making radio a vital cog 
in civie enterprise” 
A, Richmond, Va. 
“Individual eaterprise 
by a small station” 
KTUC, Tucson, Aria. 
“Making radio a vital eog 
in civie enterprise” 
W BT, Charlotte, N.C. 
“Fostering racial goodwill 
and understanding” 
KNX, Los Angeles 
4 
; 
In five of those sectors CBS stations led or shared 4 
the lead. 


( Three winners were affiliated with other U.S. net- 


works: one with the Canadian Broadeasting Corpora- 


tion. and two had no affiliation with any network. ) 

And a Special Citation went to CBS Producer 
William N. Robson: 

“For his courage in using the CBS documentary 


drama Open Letter to the American People as a terrifie 


blast against race hatred: for the determination that he 


exhibited in utilizing last summer's Detroit race riots as 


a springboard for linking together the various elements 
of discrimination and intolerance; for iiiie 
upholding the progressive spirit of CBS Be 
w hich took the lead in important programs 
furthering the war effort as exemplified 
by the Robson-produced Man Behind 


the Gun.” 
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“RCA PROGRAM—MUSIC AMER- 
ICA LOVES BEST” 

With Jeanette MacDonald, Perry | 
Como, Jay Bilackton Orch., Chorus 

Writer: Harry Herrmann 

Producer: Lester O'Keefe 

30 Mins.; Sat., 7:30 p. m. 

RADIO CORP. OF AMERICA /*One World” humor in the post-war 

WJZ-BLUE, N. Y. | That such hopes for an internation: 


(J. Walter Thompson) than 


It remained for radio, in a unique, 


to all show business, 


idle words and starry-eyed 


RCA improved the format of its “Atlantic Spotlight” NBC-BBC co-op show. 
radio advertising with the substt-" 1. London and New York casts of “A 
tution of this half-hour all-musical sad 
show for its one hour “What's Ne Wwe shattering hookup, put on two scenes 
Latter formerly occupied the 7-8 

p. m. slot on the ame né K. | Strand. London. 


Opening show was good. | 


"A's i interchange “Ss wi results. 
RCA’s idea is to use each week one, interchange of lines with boff 


concert and one popular star from 
its long list of 'Strand, to the American treatment o 
which virtually guarantees the half- ‘ 

sti sel ves laughter ca 
hour substantial name value every fested itself in waves of & : 


U. S. listener response to the Firth 


broadcast since the list is long and 


powerful. In addition. as occurred have been less encouraging, for essentially it was Yank comedy, with 
on the opening show, these perform- British overtones, that added to, rather than subtracted from, its enjoy- 
ers will probably confine themselves ; ment, 


to music they have recorded, — As pointed out by Russel Crouse, ¢ 
in majority of instances is so id the American version, 
standard material. 
In addition to the strong impact 
© 
of both Perry Como and Jeanette | iten—and Shakespeare. The plays, 
MacDonald, the opening stanza was 


notable for its brief and concise | 2"4 “Othello. 


‘Arsenic’ Across the Sea 


to point the way 
of a legit theatre international in scope and based on the emergence ofa 


visionaries 


its fourth year in New York (at the Fulton) and in its second year at the 
The British and American performers participated in an 


'was the favorable reaction of the British audience, sitting in at London's 


in an exchange of greetings with Shephard, 
dence of U. S. appreciation of British show biz is currently being mani- 
! fested in two of the most solid smashes on Broadway, plays by John van 


epoch-making broadcast of interest 
Saturday (4) to the potentialities 

era. 

based On more 

Saturday's 

Spanning 3,000 miles of water, 

rsenic and Old Lace,” in a precedent- 


il show biz are being 


was proven on 


from the comedy smash, which is in 


Of particular significance, however, 


la blend of 


f the comedy, a reaction that mani- 
rried across the Atlantic. And the 
Shephard London version could not 


o-producer with Howard Lindsay of 


evi- 


of course, are “Voice of the Turtle” 
Rose. 


wordage, which sped things along 
'and its work, with chorus, on several 
Life” admirably and Como displayed | standard melodies was outstanding. 
vast improvement on,“I Love You” RCA’s commercials were brief. 
and “Temptation.” He let himself go Since each announcement of a num- 
ber by an artist is accompanied by 


and put more feeling into his efforts 
the info that it is recorded that in it- 


than has characterized his singing 
for some time. 

self is a commercial and obviates any 
Wood. 


Jay Blackton’s orchestra also rates | 
a nod: backgrounding of the singers | nenv.er slugging. 


STAN LOMAX THE 
HOTTEST SPORTS 
BUY IN NEW YORK? 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax is now the only 
sportcaster on a major New York 
station witha nightly 15-minute pro- 
gram... 6:45 to 7:00 P.M. on WOR. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax now chalks up 
a rating more than 50°¢ greater 
than his last year’s audience score— 
which was no slouch, either. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax is gaining extra 


“MARY SMALL SHOW” 
With Sonny Skylar, Olyn Landick, 

Walter O’Keefe, Ray Block Orch 
30 Mins.; Sunday, 5 p.m. 

D. L. CLARK COMPANY 
WJZ-Blue, N. Y. 
(Walker & Downing) 

Mary Small, from the current 
Broadway musical, “Early to Bed,” 
heads the show which Clark’s Candy 
substituted for its “Where Do We 
Stand” Sunday (27). A variety show, 
with changing guests, the teeoff 
broadcast proved pleasing enough for 


that time of the day, from a musical 
viewpoint, but the writing was some- 
thing else again and so were the 
comedy bits by Olyn Landick and 
Walter O'Keefe. 


Miss Small does a_ creditable 
femcee job and her singing voice 
contributed several nicely done 


tunes, also joining with Sonny Skylar 
on “Besame Mucho.” Tune’s lyrics 
were written by Skylar and it served 
well to introduce him both as a 
chirper and songwriter. 

However, the show lagged sharply 
when Olyn Landick, the “Hackensack | 
Gossip,” took the spotlight and again 
when Walter chimed in. 
Landick’s delivery marks him as a 
better artist than the material al- 
lowed him to prove. O’Keefe’s stint | 
consisted of a takeoff on quiz shows 
built around the income tax prob- 
lem. It had occasional amusing 
moments, but on the whole fell short. 

Miss Smali cued the finale skit. a 
colorless piece of writing begun by 
the singer's reading of a letter from 
a boy in service. It segued into en- 
actment of a situation mentioned in 
the missive and went from there into 
her interpretation of “Comin’ In Ona 
Wing and Prayer.” All of it was of 
no particular significance. Wood. 


“CONNEE BOSWELL PRESENTS” 
With Connee Boswell, Jack Pepper, | 
Louis Jordan Tympany Five, Paul) 
Whiteman orch, Jack McCarthy, 
announcer 
Producer: Vic Seydel 
Writer: Bernard Dougall 
30 Mins.; Wednesdays, 7-7:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
Show, which has been on several 
weeks. has all the ingredients for an 
entertaining session, but when caught 
(1) they weren’t thrown together in 
a way that jelled. Result was a sno- 


personal prestige with both service- 
men and civilians through his deft, 
straightforward emceeing of WOR’s 
Saturday Army hospital show, 


“This is Halloran”. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax bats 1000 with 
all income groups. Crossley per- 
sonal also his 
family appeal. (Of the 26 people 
in every 10 homes tuned to Lomax, 
10 are men, 10 are sports-conscious 


interviews reveal 


women, and 6 are juvenile Lomax 
fans. 


BECAUSE Stan Lomax, right at the 


threshold of a promising Spring 
sports season, is available for spon- 
sorship on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday evenings. Call, write or 
wire today! 


That power-full station 
at 1440 Broadway, New York, 18 


radic offering riding the crest of the 
wave one minute and wallowing in 
the trough the next. For example. a 
shaky, badly-timed program intro 
was followed by a sock rendition by 
Miss Boswell of “Arkansas.” ably 
backgrounded by the Whiteman 
combo. 

Comedy, as purveyed by Jack Pep- 
per, comedian who accompanied the 
Bob Hope troupe overseas, was on 
the weak side and provided one of 
the lows. Pepper gave the impres- 
sion that with better material he 
could hold his own in any company. 
Whiteman, as a comedian, 
strong baton, especially with 
corny gags the script alloted him. 

Miss Boswell’s singing is the piece 


the 


into a valuable property of interest 
to.commercial sponsors. Turo. 


“THE GARDEN GATE” 
With Tom Williams, Virginia Mansel) 
and Paul Oliphart 

Producer, Tom Williams 

30 Mins.: Saturdays, 9:15 a.m. 
BURPEE’S SEED PRODUCTS 
WABC-CBS, New York 

(Flagler) 

Originating in Nashville. “The 
Garden Gate” features Tom Williams 
in a question-and-answer stanza giv- 
ing advice to gardeners and plant 
growers. It will find a ready-made 


sponsor's product (Burbee Seeds) 


| vears, 


wields a | 


de resistance, and she doesn’t let the | 
listeners down, socking over everv 
number she has. The Jordan combo 
played their stock faves, “Knock Me 
a Kiss” and “Is You Is or Is You 
Ain't.” With some judicious produc- 
tion treatment, this could be built 


“BRIGHT LIGHTS OF NEW 
YORK” 


With Louis Sobol, Vincent Lopez 


Orch, Akim  Tamiroff, Celeste 
Holm, Dean Murphy 

Variety 

30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 


BORDEN’'S MILK 
WOR, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 

Louis Sobol, N. Y. Journal Ameri- 
can’s syndicated columnist, Joins the 
radio ranks of other newspapermen 
and women now conducting their 
own programs, and in this half-hour 
he has a good format. There's 
down-to-earth Cook’s- 
New York town; a touch 
of nostalgia, and a contemporaneous 
keynote, via the guesters. Akim 
Tamiroff (interview), Celeste Holm, 
the “Oklahoma” comedienne, doing 
“My Mediocre Man” (an excerpt 
from her current supper club en- 
sagement at the Hotel Plaza), and 
Dean Murphy, mimic currently at 
the N. Y. Paramount, made for a 
neat pot-pourrt, 

Sobol, besides conferenciering, re- 
views the current Broadway scene 
(“of the three new shows,” he said, 
“the best one is the Lonergan trial’ i Pe 
harks back into the memoribilia Alles 
for a Caruso-Cohan (“Over There”) 
anecdote, topped off by an old re- 
cording of the immortal tenor’s ren- 
dition of what remains the best war 
song of ’em all; engages in chitchat 
with the sundry personalities; intro- 
duces Lopez's dansapation and even 
cues the commercials (delivered by 
Hugh Conover). Throughout Sobol 
has a nice delivery. 

Lopez, for his share, is solid ac- 
comp and his special musical fea- 
ture,..“Holiday for Strings,” rings the 
scales. 

By thernature of the Borden's milk 
product, the sponsor will probably 
restrict the coverage to WOR. thus 
giving a local outlet a big league 
type of show. Abel. 


show 


tourism of 


“GRAND CENTRAL STATION” 

With Jeanne Cagney, Joyce Van Pat- 
ten. Staats Cotsworth, Parker Fen- 
nelly, Patsy O’Shea, John Reed 
King, George Baxter 

Producer-director: Ray Kraemer 

Writer: Peggy Blake 

25 Mins.; Sat., 1 p. m. 

PILLSBURY FLOUR CO. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(McCann-Erickson) 


Pillsbury auspiciously launched | 
“Grand Central Station,” veteran | 
dramatic stanza which has been on | 
and off the major webs for several | 
last Saturday (4), this time 
as a once-weekly 25-minute pro- 
gram. Like a thoroughbred, the 
stanza still packs plenty of audience 
appeal. Flour company, celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this year, has 
been a constant radio sponsor since 
1929. 

Based upon human interest stories 
about persons in the throng at the 
terminal, initial show of the new 
series was titled “Alone No Longer,” 
story of a child who, through an in- 
cident during a driving rainstorm, 
was instrumental in bringing to- 
gether again her mother and father, 
separated and contemplating divorce. 


Simple, but well acted and well | 
written. Jeanne Cagney, Joyce Van | 
Patten, Staats Cotsworth, Parker 


Fennelly and Patsy O’Shea turned in 
topflight performances. John Reed | 
King kept the stanza moving rapidly 

with zingy narration, and the com- 

mercials, as spieled by George Bax- | 
ter, were brief, chatty and in good | 
taste. Sten. | 


“NEW WORLD A-COMIN’” 

With Canada Lee, Roi Ottley, Mrs. 
Dorothy Norman, P. J. Sidney, 
Clarence’ Foster, Maurice Ellis, 
Richard Huey, Jim Backus, Ran. 
dolph Echols, Hilda Offey, Doris 
Block, Henrietta Kay, Sam Don- 
nell, Alex Scourby, Harry Bellada 

Writer: Roi Ottley 

Director: Mitchell Grayson 

30 Mins., Sundays, 3-3:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, N. Y. 

Here's one that merits attentive 
listening because of its straight- 
from-the-shoulder approach to the 
problem of racial prejudice and in- 
tolerance. Series would have been 
unique merely because of its aus- 
pices; the endowment of a program 
by a station which then turned it 
over to a responsible group to handle 
—the City-Wide Citizens Committee 
on Harlem. However, in spite of its 
novel backing, the session stands up 
on its own. It not only stands up but 
it rears up and challenges those who 
have chosen to disregard racial prob. 
lems. 

Session joined CBS' 
Race Hatred” and NBC's “Assign- 
ment U.S.A.” as a_ straightforward 
provocative exposition of a contro- 
versial subject, but where the net- 
work shows were “sneakers,” this 
one was publicized and built up be- 


“Letter on 


forehand as coming out with the 
facts, which it certainly did. 
The acting was capably handled, 


but it was consummate scripting that 
socked home the program’s message. 
The material was borrowed from Roi 
Ottley’s book of the s#me name. Mu- 
sical background was provided by 
portions of Duke Ellington’s sym- 
phonic poem based on the Ottley 
book and free adaptations by Jon 
Gart from W. C. Handy’s “St. Louis 
Blues” and other blues numbers 
played by staff orch. Turo. 


SUNNYSIDE-WOODSIDE CHILD 
CARE COMMITTEE 


25 Mins.; Wed., 10:05-10:30 a. m. 
Sustaining 
WWRL, N. Y. 

Committee devoted to establish- 
ment of government nurseries for 


children of service fathers and work- 
ing mothers is using radio to good 
purpose and with good effect in ef- 
fort to educate public on this prob- 


lem which has assumed large pro- 
portions. In the short time it’s been 
on the air it has aroused consider- 
| able interest and has established the 
need for child care centers, at the 
same time making the public more 
aware of the station. Format, which 


is dramatization of problem or inter- 
view with leading personality, fol- 
lowed by news concerning child care. 
Suggestions of steps for listeners to 
take, such as writing to legislative 
committees, make for effective edu- 
cation by radio on this important 
problem. 


EXPERIENCED 


Gag and Situation 


COMEDY WRITING TEAM 


Available for Top-Notch Radio 
Show Only 
All Draft-Exempt 


Write or Wire 
1155, wget 46th St., 
(19), N. 


Box 


Get All 3 in Hartford... 


An important market calls for a good advertising 


job! Get all 3 on WORC—1) coverage, 2) programs, 


cessful adcasters. 


nationwide audience and will sel! the | 


Williams, known as “The Old Dirt | 
Dobber.” has been at the s° »* stand 
(Continued on page 38) | 


3) rate! That's the tried and true formula of suc- 


@asic ¢€868 
Hartford 4° 
Connecticut 


NATIONAL REP. 
Paul H. Raymer Co, 
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RADIO 


MAY GUE ACTION 


NAB district meeting in New York 
last week (2-3) followed in groove 
of earlier regional confabs by 
adopting an obvious “marking time” 
pattern. But while routine of pass- 
ing prepared resolutions was fol- 
lowed in official sessions, off-the- 
record and corridor comment was 
far from humdrum. 


Chief beef seemed to be against 
recent move by the American 
Federation of Musicians to take 
over the “pancake flipping” depart- 
ment in smaller stations using 
recorded shows. Feeling was voiced 
loudly by many delegates after the 
sessions that NAB should take a 
decided stand against James C. 
Petrillo’s latest move in the broad- 
casting industry. 

Reason for failure of the district 
delegates to take some official action 
in the dispute is obvious with NAB 
being temporarily without a head 
pending taking over of president's 
oflice by newly elected J. Harold 
Ryan next month, 


Unofficial feeling seemed to be, 
however, that the industry should 
make a real battle out of the Petrillo 
platter matter. Irate delegates 
pointed out that AFM’s proposal to 
install studio “librarians” to handle 
records during platter sessions, at a 
reported $90 a week, would consti- 
tute a heavy burden on many small- 
er stations depending for the most 
part on record programs for rev- 
enue, 

It was further protested, still un- 
officially, that too much emphasis in 
radio-musi¢e controversies has been 
placed on Petrillo and that the in- 
dustry, unwittingly perhaps, has 
built the union chief into a symbol 


around which musicians and other 
unionists have gathered. This, some 
broadcasters claim, has given the 
union campaigns against the indus- 
tray added strength which is becom- 
ing increasingly difficult to combat. 
Advocate Brushoff 


“Instead of Petrillo, Petrillo, 
Petrillo, all the time,” one station 
manager was heard to protest, “why 
don't we confine our statements to} 
the AFM, or the musicians union, | 
or some similar term. We're just 


building the guy up so that members | 


of his organization are 
him as a “little tin god.” 
New York district meeting, how- 
ever, did nothing more concrete in 
the matter than to pass a framed 
resolution commending RCA, NBC 
and Columbia records for their 
stand in refusing to meet Petrillo’s 
demands in the recording dispute. 
It would seem, however, judging 
from the frame of mind of most 
delegates attending the Hotel Roose- 
velt sessions, that incoming prexy 
Ryan will be subject to more than a 


thinking of ; 


little pressure from belligerent NAB | 


members to launch a campaign for 
the organization against the mount- 
ing inroads into broadcasting being 
made by AFM. 


Wisdom of such tactics undoubt- | 


edly is questioned in some industry 
quarters but these conservatives 
would seem to be matched, if not 
outnumbered, 
ment represented at last week's dis- 
trict get-to-gether. 


Hager, WGY, Renamed 
NAB District Director 


Kolin Hager, manager 
Schenectady, was reelected director 
of NAB’s District 2 without opposi- 
tion Friday (3) at the closing ses- 


by the aggressive ele- | 


of WGY, ! 


sion of the two-day Hotel Roose- | 
velt, N. Y., district meeting. He and | 


execs of New York's NAB stations 
were given votes of appreciation 
for the success of the powwow. 
Included in routine biz transacted 
were Nolutions lauding Neville 
Miller, retiring NAB  prexy, for 
faithful service during his five-and- 
a-half years in office and one pledg- 


ing allegiance to the incoming presi- 


dent, J. Harold Ryan. 
At Thursday's session, 


of the N. Y. Radio Exccutives club 
a joint 


joined for meeting. 


members | 


GUN FOR PETRILLO 


| Gobs Not Yanked From 
Com’! Shows; Ban Hits 
All-Navy Programs 


Story which broke in Chi last 
week to effect that Navy Sec. Frank 
Knox had ordered discontinuance 
of appearances by Navy personnel 
on all commercial radio shows was 
a misinterpretation of a directive 
issued for Navy consumption only 
calling off such all-Navy shows as 


“Bluejacket Choir,” “Meet Your 
Navy,” etc. These programs both 
network and local will be discon- 
tinued on expiration of present con- 
tracts, plus options, with no exten- 
sions allowed. 

The Navy, however, will continue 
to cooperate with producers of 
sponsored programs by spotting per- 
sonnel on shows considered helpful 
to the war effort. These include 
pitches for WAVE, SPARS, and 
cadet recruiting, etc, War Bond 
plugs, appeals for letters to service 
men, and other projects. slanted 
along similar lines. 

Clarification of the directive was 
explained by J. Harrison Hartley, 
radio section chief of the Navy’s 
Washington public relations office 
and Lt. Armand Deutsch, N. Y. 
branch radio section. 


Mutual Friends 


Anne Gillis, formerly with the 
Washington news office of CBS 
and wife of Bill Slocum, also on 
CBS news staff, last week joined 
the news department at NBC. 

Which puts them on opposite 
sides of fence and poses problem 
of how the nets are going to 
keep their chief competitor from 
knowing what's going on in rival 
news division. 


CLEVELAND PAVES WAY 
FOR TELE EDUCATION 


Cleveland, March 7. 

WBOE. Cleveland’s Board of Edu- 
cation station, is quietly preparing 
the way for television after the war. 

Already operating on an FM wave 
length, WBOE, under the supervision 
of William B, Levenson has been us- 
ing a modified form of television in 
instructing students. 

Still pictures are made into slides 
and sent to classrooms. Then a 
speaker faces a live mike in the 
WBOE studios atop the Cleveland 
Board of Ed. building, who talks 
about the pictures, Behind the speak- 
er’s voice is heard appropriate re- 
corded music. Thus, by combining 
the picture slide, the live voice, and 
the recording, WBOE is getting a 
close facsimile to actual television. 


Bway Matinee’ Has Everything But 
Audience; Serials Tough Opposish 


Recent efforts by webs, agencies ; ence. 
and advertisers to break the grip ery tp Wife” 


daytime serials have clamped on 
before dark audiences seem to be 
meeting with little success among 
listeners. Latest Hooper’ report 
shows the “mellers” still hold to 
their top spots and practically mo- 
nopolize the “first 10” listings. 

A case in point is the bigtime 
daytime CBS show, “Broadway Mat- 
intee”’ for Owens-Illinois Glass 
which, despite excellent casting, 
careful production and script work 
as well as an intensive promotion 
campaign, is lagging behind with 
a 2.4 rating. Leading daytimer, 
“Young Widder Brown,” racked up 
10.4 in Hooper's survey. 


No effort has been spared, the in- 
dustry agrees, to pack the “Matinee” 
project with all the elements usu- 
ally found in a successful nighttime 
production, but the five-times-a- 
week CBS’er, up to now, just hasn’t 


been able to pull much of an audi- : 


NBC opposition to the show, 
and “Stella Dal- 

for example, breeze along, ac- 
carta to Hooper, with 8.9 and 8.7 
ratings, respectively. 

Paced by “Oklahoma's Alfred 
Drake as permanent star and stud- 
ded with Broadway guesters of 
proven ability, “Matinee” should 
represent the type of show to which 
jaded afternoon listeners, groggy 
from repeated doses of family strife, 
would turn, according to agency and 
network observers. Show switched 
agencies a short time ago, hopping 
into the J. Walter Thompson fold, 
where it was believed formula along 
lines of other shows presented suc- 
cessfully by the JWT producing staff 
would get results. 


Feeling in the industry !s_ that 
Thompson has done a good job on 
the show and that, if “Matinee” can’t 
build up a substantial audience, no 
show built along variety lines will 
be able to click with daytime pro- 
gramming. This seems to be borne 
out by Hooper’s “first 10” of which 
“Kate Smith Speaks” is the only 
non-serial making the grade. 


Another— 
NATIONAL AWARD 


FOR 


HARRISBURG 
THE ONLY STATION THE NATION 


TO RECEIVE 
THE AWARD FOR 


FROM THE 


FOR ITS 


WHP Expresses Thanks to: 


MARI YANOPFSKY, Writer 


DISTINGUISHED MERIT 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
CHRISTIANS AND JEWS 


OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION IN THE FIELD OF PROMOTION 
OF GOODWILL AMONG THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DURING 1943 


DICK REDMOND, Producer and Director 


Who Were Given Special Mention for the 
Presentation of the Programs Receiving the Award 
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Write» Wire- Phone 


DOUGLAS F. STORER 


AMUSEMENT CORPORATION 


THOMAS 6. ROCKWELL, dens 
NEW VORK- CHICAGO -HOLLVYWOOD- 


Persexnal Management 


HARRY LEEDY 
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Happy Annoyance 


Top exec of one of the advertising agencies, scouting an announcer 
for a new top-budgeted nighttime show being produced by the agency, 
got up at 6 o'clock in the morning one day last week to listen in on 
the field of early morning spielers. He was particularly impressed 
by the gabber on one of the small independent N. Y. stations. After 
the broadcast he called him on the phone. 

To his astonishment, the agency exec, after identifying himself and 
requesting an audition, heard the doubting-thomas reply: “Aw, gwan 
back to bed and stop annoying me.” 

It wasn't until later in the day that one of the agency producers, 
calling at the behest of the exec, finally succeeded in convincing the 
announcer that the early morning telephone call was the mccoy. 


N.Y. May Adopt Radio Council Plan 


To Correlate Social Agencies’ Airings 


Extension of the radio council 
plan to New York looms as a prob- 
ability this fall when a federation 
of religious charities will conduct * 

| 


radio committee. Those already en- 
listed for this committee include 
Gloria Chandler, field secretary for 
the radio association of the Junior 
Leagues of America; Sterling Fisher 
asst. public service counselor of 
NBC; Leon Goldstein, veepee of 
WMCA, N.Y.; Henriette Harrison, 
director of radio, national council 


two-day meeting on the use of radio 
as a community influence. Adoption | 
of the council plan is proposed, pat- 
terned 6n the one now functioning 
in Winston-Salem, N. C. Idea of the} 


plan is to correlate the broadcast-| of the YMCA; Grace Johnsen, di- 
ing activities of the community’s} rector of women’s activities of the 
social agencies. Radio stations, so-| Blue net; Dorothy Lewis, coordi-| 
cial agencies, libraries, museums,| nator of listener activities, NAB; 
c'vie organizations, schools and} Paul A. McGhee, acting director, 


division of general education, NYU. 
and William Slater, director of spe- 
cial features, Mutual. 


WPB ‘Stuporman’ 
Series for Plants 
Schools Scripter 


Washington, March 7. 
New opening for radio script writ- 


churches are being lined up to im- 
plement the pian. 

Outgrowth of setup would be 
programs tailored to meet both en- 
tertainment and educational func- 
tions and a radio workshop in which 
such programs could be worked out. 
All of these details haven’t been 
worked out as yet since there’s a 
possibility that the  federation’s 
board of directors may nix the 
whole idea. 

Preliminary steps in organizing 
the local broadcasting outlets have 
been practically accomplished by 
the setting up of a committee made 
up almost wholly of New Yorkers 
to judge a script writing and voice 
pool contest being run by the Win- 
ston-Salem Community Council 


stunt used in connecticn with the 
sound apparatus ‘set up in factories 
to broadcast industrial music to war 
workers. 

Safety lessons are being recorded 
in dialog form and sold to the war 
plants to be piped over the loud- 
speakers. Initial set consists of half 
a dozen episodes of the adventures 
of “Stuporman”. They deal with the 
guy who breaks tools, wastes vital 
materials, seldom buys war bonds, is 
chronically absent, etc. 

The first series on two-sided 
platter, three episodes to the side, 
and goes out to factories at $10 per 
copy. “Stuporman” is pretty primi- 
tive stuff, but if the stunt takes, 
there should be an opening for ex- 
perienced radio writers to do more 
professional jobs. 


Bob Crosby Replaces 
Bing for 2 Weeks 


Bob Crosby takes over the Kraft 
Music Hall Thursday right show for 
two weeks, starting March 16, when 


is 


on behalf of the Red Cross drive. 


Bob Burns will guest on the March 
16 broadcast. Bing returns to the 
show March 30. 


WHK-WCLE Femme Topper 
Cleveland, March 7. 

Believed to be the first merchan- 
dising and advertising femme head 
of a radio station is Sue Cornelius. 
who succeeded Robert Greenberg of 
1 WHK-WCLE when the latter left for 
the Army last week. 

Miss Cornelius joined the 
in May, 1943. 


‘other products on many 
other stations. 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


HOTEL PICKWICK ¢ KANSAS CITY, MO. em 


ers may come out of the latest WPB! 


Bing Crosby begins a two-week tour 


Fly Takes Stand At 
Lea Hearings; Fees 
Keep Blasting Away 


Washington, March 7. 


FCC Chairman James L. Fly finally 
got his chance today ‘Tues.) to pre- 
sent FCC’s side of the current 
squabble before the Lea Congres- 
sional investigating committee. But 
hardly had the chairman taken the 
stand, for what looks like at least a 
| two-day run, than one of the com- 
, mittee members began another at- 
| tack on the Cemmission and the ad- 
| ministration. 
| Rep. Louis Milier (R-Mo.), arose 
|on the floor of the House this after- 
,noon (7) to go into the charges made 
earlier that the FCC was lax in 
| supervising Jap language broadcasts 
| from Hawaiian stations in pre-Pearl 


| Harbor days. 


| Said Miller, “If Congress permits 
ithe administration to stop this in- 
vestigation we will find we have 
closed the door to the corridor lead- 
jing to the real truth about which 
|}men are really responsible for the 
horror at Pearl Harbor.” 

The Missouri Congressman also re- 
peated allegations that Tommy Cor- 
| coran, famed White House adviser, 


was active in the Flamm-Noble ne- 
| gotiations for the sale of WMCA 
(N Y.) and charged that Fly’s 


friendship with Corcoran was an im- 
portant factor in the matter. 

Fly’s early testimony before the 
Lea committee was a defense against 
charges that the FCC thwarted “free 
speech,” with the chairman asserting 
that just the opposite was true. He 
alsosdenied commission laxity in the 
Pearl Harbor charges. 


| 
Cincinnati.—Newcomers 
|are Frank  Heibeck, 
\from WLOK, Lima, O.: Barbara 
|'Ramsell, continuity writer, from 
|; WSYR, Syracuse, and Earl Bradley, 
| field rep in the merchandising de- 
| partment. Bradley was recently dis- 
; charged from the Navy and bows in 
radio with sales experience. 


to WLW 
announcer, 


| holes left by Selective Service. Many |! es 
lof those who lament the loudest | #out 9!2% accepted from Oct., 1943- 


Air Features 247, Audition Jackpot — 
Cues Solution to Talent Shortage 


Radio circles Jiave been deeply only web with an “open door” talent 
concerned with the manpower | P0licy, about 1,850-1,900 actors are 
drain due to the war but very |@Uditioned each year. The number 
few agencies or stations have tried | °f actors accepted has been increas- 
to do very* much about filling the |i™S_ with about 6% landing in the 

4 period from Jan.-Oct., 1943, and 


seem reluctant to try a policy of | "eb., 1944. The web has also under- 
general auditions, and those who do|‘t#Ken to establish a showcase for 
pursue such a policy are uncom- | talent ,with “On Stage Every- 
monly choosey when it comes to ac- | 00dy.” This program allows new 
cepting newcomers. The number of | talent to appear on the idea that 
jobs developing still depends on | °#¢ appearance on the air is worth 
who's doing the auditioning, it would | ™°'® than any other type of recom 
|}mendation. The net feels that it 


appear. 

»P mA thus is tapping new sources of talent 
The success of general auditions | 44 breaking up the monotony of 

at Air Features, Inc., points up the | ing “producer's talent pool.” 

soundness of Frank and Anne Hum- | retnte , 


mert’s original premise that there | 


waste because of lack of opportunity | HALL OF FAME’ ON 
WCFL-WENR PARLAY 


to be heard. Efficacy of Air Features 
policy cues the possibility of others 
Chicago, March 7. 
An unprecedented move, made by 


adopting a similar policy although 
investigation of present agency audi- 
tions seems to show that not very 


nany newcomers Ww ll be accepted | WCFL last week, gives the Philco- 
via present methods. Benton 
Bowles, which carries on a rather | “Variety” program a double outlet 
extensive auditioning policy, ac-| here with WCFL continuing to air 


cepted a surprisingly low average of | 
22 out of the 1.000 people auditioned 


“Hall of Fame” although time con- 


; tracts are held by WENR. Show, 
each year, about 2% in a four-year | > 
period. | which has been broadcast over 
At Air Features, talent fared much | WCFL since its inception, switched 
better in the auditions. Since the! over to the latter station Sunday 
idea was initiated in Dec., 1938,-a/ (5). 


total of 4,128 actors have taken ad- 
vantage of the chance to be heard, 
and the payoff for Air Features lies 
in the 488 actors who were found 
satisfactory and were used on their 
shows for the first time. This means 


Feeling that the Philco show had 
perked up listening audience to a 
great extent, WCFL officials ap- 
proached Blue network execs for 
permission to carry the show, the 


of acceptances in the last two years 
has been much higher. In 1942, the} to the request but there was nothing 
percentage was 45% and 40° the} to” prevent them from taking the 
next year. | “Hall” on a straight feed basis withe 
At the Blue network, which is the! out contract, which is being done. 


i. , Same as before, but on a no-pay 
of the total auditioned Was | basis. Ed Boroff, vice-president in 
accepted. However the percentage | charge of Blue operation here, told 


them he could not officially accede 


The Author of “The Proud People” 


KYLE CRICHTON 


Has Written the Joan Brooks Story 


“EXPENSIVE AIR” 
ror COLLIER’S 


: (March 18 Issue) Out This Friday 


VARIETY Showmanagement Award 


For Fostering Racial Goodwill 


“That WOV did win the con-. 


fidence of its listeners 1s. tribute 
enough, testifying to the tough- 
est public relations job of any 


American station in 1943.” 


We are deeply honored. 


RALPH N. WEIL, General Manager 
JOSEPH HERSHEY McGILLVRA, Nat'l Rep. 
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CBS’ ‘Invasion Primer’ Cautions 
‘Winning, Not Reporting’ War, Counts 


Spotlighting the fact that “win- 
ning the war is a hell of a lot more 
CBS 


e primer 


important than reporting it.” 
Jast week issued a seven-pag 


CBS’ 


prospective invasion of 


blueprinting coverage of the 
Western 
Europe. The memo, first such issued 
by any of the nets, describes the gen- 
eral procedure for news writers and 


broadcasters, short-wave monitoring, | 


the Washington newsroom, network 
overations, engineering, traffic, pro- 
gram, press relations and ediphone 
recording. 

Broadcasters were warned to keep 
“an informative, unexcited demean- 
or.” to give sources for 
while the news writers were warned 
to be careful in the choice of highly 
colored words in instances where the 
facts call for moderate language. The 
statY, as a whole, was cautioned that 


' a.m. “The World Today” 


all reports, , 


Crossed Signals 
persons listening 


Kave-Old 


A number of 
to the CBS Sammy 
Gold program last Wednesday 
night WABC, N. Y,, 
must have been plenty perplexed 


over 


pessimism since both can affect the 
workers at home and thus indirectly 
the fighting front itself. 

The nets’ shortwave monitors were 
warned that when atmospherics in- 
terfere with listening, and if only 
one word which may affect the 
meaning of a report is missing, the 
whole dispatch should be discarded. 

NBC Pre-Invasions Shift 

General shifts in NBC news setup | 
preparatory to the invasion of West-| 
ern Europe are now being made. 
W. Chaplin. currently doing the 8! 
spot. moves. 
over to London. He'll be replaced by 
Don Hollenbeck, just returned from 


over the  non-appearance' of 
Monty Woolley on the show, 
particularly after the unsched- 
uled buildup The Beard was 
given shortly before the stanza | 
went on the air. 

Although Woolley did his 
windup stint on the program the 
previous Wednesday, WABC an- 
nouncer during the chain break 
immediately preced'ng the show 
requested the listeners to. sit 
tight; that Woolley would be on 
immediately following. 


Gantz Pub Chief at KYW 


Italy. David Anderson, currently in | 
Stockholm, also moves to London.! Philadelphia, March 7. 
being replaced in the Swedish capi-)| Jimmy Gantz, former sports editor | 
tal by Bjorn Bjornson, Iceland cor-, of the defunct Public Ledger and! 
respondent. once sports editer of the Philadel-| 

Elmer Peterson, London correspon-| phia Record, has been named pub-' 


| 


culture, 


WBBM Series to Salute 
War Production Effort 


Chicago, March 7. 
New WBBM documentary series 
will premiere Saturday (11) from 
12:30 to 1 p.m. (CWT). Series will 
be a salute to all midwestern war 


| production centers, including steel, 


railroads, Great Lakes shipping, agri-| 


meat packing, aviation, ete. 


Followup Comment 


Ravmond Massey offered a vivid 
depiction Sunday afternoon (5) of 
labor's stake in the war, on the 
“Labor for Victory” 

Norman Corwin’s gentile satire of a 
war hero who would have preferred 
to receive his D.S.C. for an inven- 
tion, aired on CBS's Silver Theatre, 


Sunday (5), had all of author’s good 
points plus one weakness—failure to 
build a play. Robert Young’s per- 
formance overcame naive prospect- 
ive of production. 


when they don’t know what's going dent, returns to the U. S. for a do- licity director and news chief of | —_—_ 

on they ought to Say 50. Idea be- mestic news spot. Francis McCall KYW. . Brian Donlevy clicked as Polish’ 

hind it all is that the broadcasts has also received clearance for Eu- He replaces John (Chick) Kelly) youth who escaped the Nazis on! 

shouldn't breed undue optimism or. rope. who was inducted into the Marines. ' DuPont's “Cavalcade.” 


More advertisers spend 
more money to sell more 
merchandise to more people 
on WLW than on any other 


radio station in the world. 


DIVISION OF THE CROSLEY CORPORATION 


The Nation’s Most Merchandise-able Stations 


NBC program. | 


Radio Reviews 


Continued from page 34 ——~ 


for the past three vears on a sustain- 
ing basis. He has changed nothing 
on the show in going commercial, 
having found that he built his audi- 
/ence on a surefire formula of time!y 
tips on gardening, and plans to keep 
'format of show in that vein. How- 
ever, as an inducement for creating 
added interest in the stanza, Burbee 
| is offering awards for best gardening 
} hints from an adult and a youth. 

| Virginia Mansell, who pops the 
quizzers to the Dobber, had a neat 
approach on preem. Neither of the 
principals acted know-it-all, and 


| gave one the impression of trying 
; hard to be helpful at all times. Com- 


mercials were short and steered clear 
of high-pressure stulf¥, Paul Oliphant, 
program manager of WLAC, Nash- 
ville, spieled for Burpee. Sten. 


“RHYMSTER TIME” 
With Eddie and Fannie Cavanaugh 
Writer: Eddie Cavanaugh 
15: Mins.; Monday through Friday 
1:45-2 p.m 
SAWYER ‘BISCUIT co. 
WLS, Chicago 
(Hartman), 

Eddie and Fannie Cavanatush, who 
conduct this pleasing  five-times 
weekly show, are veterans of the 
air. Some 18 years ago they ovig- 
inated this type of program, whic 
has been on the air consistently since 
with only three sponsors, 

Listeners send in letters 
problems which Cavanaugh answers 
in rhyme to the music of an ovis vin il 
jingle. Rhymes are aimed in a 
humorous vein, ] 


with 


Three to four Je - 
ters are read and rhymed daily, and 
if a mistake is made in using the 
facts specified in the letter, in mak- 
ing uv the ditties, the listener is sert 
a canary and cage while another of 
the letter writers is sent an orde. 
for a baich of groceries. 

Show written by Cavanaugh is 
spontaneous and is announced as be- 
ing unrehearsed, which results 
natural laughter by the participants, 
particularly Fannie Cavanaugh, 
piano-playing member of the team, 


whose infectious giggling adds to 
the stint. Commercials, not tog 
long. are expertly voiced by Harold 
Isbell. Morg. 


Television Review 


“THEATRE HOUSE” 
With Gitz Rice, Irving Fisher, Jean 
Lewis, Joan Lloyd Jones, Freeman 


Hamond, Loretta Schere, Edith 
Huleck, Marie Kenny, Marion 
Moore, Marion Newberry, Jean 
Lioyd 


Writer-Director: Jay Strong 
50 Mins; Sun., 9 p. m. 
Sustaining 
W2XWV-DuMont, N.Y 

Sixth chapter of “Theatre House.” 
dramatic serial, deviated 
accustomed line in favor of straight 
variety, running the gamut 
Swiss bell ringer 


from. its 


from a 
(Diana Day? to a 
Met opera singer’s (Edith Huleck) 
version of “Besame Mucho.” Show 
was loosely woven, a factor not 
mitigated by program's improms‘u 
nature, and camera work was 
Ylunted more often than not. 

Talent acquitted itself generallv 
well, exhibiting little of the self- 
consciousness manifested by most 
tele performers. From an entertain- 
ment standpoint, however, program 
was porous and lacking in sustain- 
ing interest. 


Numbers included Marion New- 
ber ry’s singing of “My Man” and 
“Je Vous Aime Beaucoup,” and 


Loretta 


= Schere’s warbling of Cole 
orter’s 


“I Love You” and “With 


All My Heart.” Irving Fisher also 
intoned, and Gitz Rice, who ar- 


ranged the music for the show. was 
the recipient of a “Happy Birthd: ‘y” 
finale that did not run to schedu! 
Program also included an excerpt 
om J. B. Priestley’s play, “I Have 
Been Here Before,” demonstrat ing 
a praiseworthy maturity of approach 
that radio might well copy. Althouzh 
the metaphysical aspects of 
was touched on only lightly. it was 
1 compelling episode 
ultta conciseness and 
ing. It presages a wide vista for 
similar efforts through which: tele 
might well find its level. Jona. 


AND His 
ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 


OPENING 


EARLE THEATRE, BHILA. 
MAR. 10 


Personal Mandeement 
ERNEST LIEBMAN 
1440 Broadway, New York 
Direction: Willlam Morris Agvy. 
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$1,000,000 Frisco Shortwave Plant 


To Serve Far 


Kast; Pacific Area 


San Francisco, March 7. 
Construction of a million dollar | 
shortwave broadcasting plant to 
serve the Far East, the Pacific area 
and Latin America will begin here 
within a few weeks, it was disclosed 
yesterday (6) by John W. Elwood, 
general manager of KPO, the NBC 
affiliate. The shortwave plant, for 
which land already has been pur- 
chased and preliminary plans com- 
pleted, is expected to be in operation 
by next fall. With its completion 
San Francisco will become one of the 
largest shortwave distributing cen- 
ters in the world. 

The plant will consist of four pow- 
erful shortwave stations, two of 
which may be stepped up to a higher 
power than is used by any American 
shortwave facilities now in use. 


Dismissal of Berg Libel 
Suit Vs. Mag on Daytime 
Serials Upheld in N. Y. 


U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N. P. last Wednesday (1) upheld a 
lower court decision of July 14, 1943, 
dismissing a libel suit brought by 
Dr. Lewis Berg, psychiatrist, against 
Printers’ Ink mag. 

Dr. Berg charged that an article 
by Max Wylie in the Feb. 12, 1943, 
issue of the mag, was libelous. Wylie 
took exception to Dr. Berg’s previous 
claims that daytime serials were 
harmful in an article titled “Dusting 
Off Dr. Berg.” 


3-YEAR PACT DEMAND 
SNAGS WEBS, WRITERS 


Negotiations between the nets and 
the Radio Writers Guild have been 
temporarily halted by the demand by 
the nets for a three-year contract. 
The Guild only wants to pact a one- 
year agreement. Meeting skedded for 
Monday (6) was called off and an- 
other won't be set until the latter 
part of this week or the early part of 
next week. 

Unless the webs reconsider their | 
position it looks as if the situation 
may become a stalemate. 


WBBM EXPANDS 


‘ing a provision that time sales for 


Steve Ellis Edging Up 
Into One-Man Industry 
Class; Another Sponsor 


Steve Ellis, busy man of broad- 
casting who combines platter shows 


on WPAT and WOR with his Gil- 
lette boxing ringside chores from 
St. Nick’s arena, N. Y., over WHN, 
has signed for a new _ sponsored 
sports chatter session on WMCA 
starting next month. Under Beau 
Brummel shoe polish banner Ellis 
will review sports happenings six- 
times-a-week from 6:45 to 7 p.m. 
New series preems April 3 and 
was set by Consolidated Ad. Co. 
Titled “Steve Ellis Speaking on 
Sports,” 15-minuter is expected to 
receive heavy baseball slant with 
interviews featuring sports head- 
liners skedded. Ellis, it’s under- 
stood, will give up his afternoon 
WPAT platter show when he starts 
new assignment. WOR “Moonlight 
Saving Time” and WHN fight broad- 
casts will be continued, however. 


WMCA Readies 
Reply to N.A.B. 


President Nathan Straus and the 
executive staff of WMCA, N. Y., are | 
preparing a reply to the letter ve 
March 3 from Willard D. Egolf, as- | 
sistant to the president of NAB, | 
voicing that organization's disap-| 
proval of WMCA’s recent decision 
to sell time for discussion of con 
troversial issues, it was learned 
yesterday (7). Although reply as 


assistant general manager. 


Wicks-Steingut Bill 
On Libel Extended 


To Cover Broadcasts 


Albany, March 7. 
Second draft of the Wicks-Stein- 
gut bill amending the penal law on 
libel extends effects of measure to 
“any form of radio broadcasting.” 
Law is designed to penalize those 


who promote prejudice because of 
race or creed by published state- 
ments and broadcasts, by a fine of 
not more than one year’s imprison- 
ment and/or $1,000 fine. 


However, statute is being protested 


by New York Council of Churches 
and Civil Liberties Union. 
council 
Steingut bill will not accomplish its 
purpose and may bring a flood of 
libel suits which will hamper free 
speech, 


Shift Ups 


The 
believes that the Wicks- 


Schoenfeld 


Chicago, March 7. 


E. R. Boroff, vice-president in 


charge of Blue Central division, an- 
nounced 


the appointment today 
(Tues.) of Merritt R. Schoenfeld as 
Simulta- 
neously Boroff announced that E. K. 
Hartenbower will succeed Schoen- 
feld as Central Division sales man- 
ager, and that Gilbert R. Berry will 
take over post as assistant sales man- 
ager. 

Schoenfeld, who became division 
network sales manager in Jan., 1942, 
entered radio in 1936 as a network 


salesman for NBC, coming to that 
network from a Chicago ad agency. 
Hartenbower joined sales staff of 
WENR-WMAGQ in 1936. He has been 
a Blue network account executive 
since that time. 


Baruch, Back in U.S., Bares AFRS 


Expanded Mediterranean Activities 


@, 


Bellamy’s Dramatic 
Air Series as Hypo 


For Community Chests 


Community Chest drives for funds 
will get a hypo this year from radio. 
A series of 15-minute dramatic 
stanzas, with Ralph Bellamy as nar- 
rator, was 
will be made available to stations 


throughout the country. Platters 
describe work of agencies benefited 
by the Community Chest of America 


of which H. J. Heinz, Pittsburgh | 


food manufacturer, is chairman. 

Bob Shayon, of CBS, produced, 
while recording activities were 
supervised by Nick Keesely of the 
same network. 


Eickelberg, Learned, 


William Eickelberg, recently dis- 


‘charged from the Marines, where he 


was commissioned as a captain, last 
week joined the sales division of the 
Mutual net as an account executive. 
He had been sales manager of the 
Don Lee-Mutual net in Hollywood 
before going into service. 

The web also added James H. 
Burk to the accounting dept. and 
Leslie Learned as assistant to An- 
drew Polle, traffic manager. Burk, 
formerly an analyst for the U. S. 
Public Health Service, also was an 
auditor,’or the General Outdoor Ad- 
vertising Co. Learned has been mas- 
ter control supervisor for WOR 


recorded recently an® 


Eight radio stations, 


;and midnight on Saturdays, 


Buck Join MBS Staff 


ranging in 
power from 250 watts to 5,000 watts 
—seven on regular wavelengths and 
one shortwave unit—have now been 
established in the Mediterranean 
area by the Armed Forces Radio 
Service of the U. S. Army morale 
services division. Major Andre 
Baruch is offtcer in charge, under 
Lt. Col. Tom.Lewis, who heads the 
division. 

This was disclosed last week by 
Maj. Baruch on his return to this 
country from overseas to make per- 
sonal reports to his superiors in 
Washington and on the Coast. 


Each station is a separate unit 
covering specific areas. Transmit- 
ters are situated, Baruch said, in 
Casablanca, Oran, Algiers, Tunis, 
Palermo, Naples, plus a mobile unit 
thet travels with the Fifth Army in 
Italy. 


The major stated there were but 
two forms of entertainment for 
troops in the Mediterranean thea- 
tre of operations—radio, which is 
operated from 6 to 11 p.m. daily, 
and 
films. He said that troops are so 
eager to see motion pictures they 
hold tent flaps over the projectors, 
blinding the light from the skies in 
battle areas. When the Nazi planes 
come over, they turn the projectors 
off and scatter, but gather imme- 
diately when air raids are over. 

News is important to the fighting 
men, Baruch declared. They want 
uncut, unvarnished, straight news, 
with no slants and no comments. 
His unit gets its news direct from 
the Army news service in N. Y., via 
the Signal Corps. 

“Incidentally,” Baruch added, “the 
soldiers don't want name acts unless 
they can entertain. They are strong 
critics.” He left last Thursday (2) 
for the Coast to confer with Col. 
Lewis. 


yet is in rough draft form it’s under- 
stood Straus will take stand re- 
cently announced policy by his sta~- 
tion does not violate tenets of bene- 
ficial broadcasting in the public 
service. 

WMCA is not a member of NAB 
which, in 1939, adopted a broadcast- 
ing code for its membership includ- 


controversial subjects, except politi- 
cal broadcasts, be forbidden. How- 
ever, there is nothing in FCC regu- 
lations banning the proposed policy 
of WMCA and Prexy Straus is un- 


Chicago, March 7. 

Complete rearrangement of the 
WBBM-CBS publicity, education, 
mail and mimeograph and conti- 
nuity departments will be effected 
with the taking over of an addi- 
tional 1,700 square feet of space of 
the Wrigley Building. 


The WTAG 
Mobile Unit 


For BIG Events in a BIG Market 


‘derstood to have discussed the move 
| at length with Chairman James L. 
‘Fly and other Government com- 
munications officials before reaching 
his fina} decision. 


MAGS’ AIR TREND FALLS 


INTO 3 CLASSIFICATIONS 


Magazines seem to be becoming | 


Pio and more conscious of radio as| % 


ia sales medium and may add another eS 


| classification to web sales portfolios. | 
| Weeklies are in the lead, with cur: | 
rent Satevepost a. m. show being | 
watched as pace-setter. Chief hitches 
now are lack of available time, news- | 
print restrictions, and fact that 
mags would like to tie in shows with | 
issue date. Former two may hold 
‘trend in abeyance, if there is a trend, | 
| with radio looming large in circula- 
‘tion battle said to be set when re- | 
| strictions are lifted. 
| Mags now on the air fall into three 
|categories: (1) those buying their 

own time: (2) those with other spon- 
| ours, and (3) sustainers. 


Welter Winchell and Dorothy Kilgallen 


NICK D’AMICO, 
Essex House, New York 
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etwork Affiliates Attack FCC 


Washington, March 7 


Proposed FCC rale to make public | 


certain radio records, 
work affiliation 
opposition here 
from 


terests 


sti! 
(1) 
in- 


contracts, met 
last Wednesday 


spokesmen for broadcast 


James D. Wise. speaking for NBC 


including net- | 


and Radiomarine Corp. and Philip 
Hennessy, for King-Trendle Broad- | 
casting Corp., and Scripps-Howard | 


Radio, appeared at the public hear- | 


ing. Briefs were filed by 


Julius | 


Brauner, for CBS; William Dempsey, | 


for Don Lee Broadeasting System: 
Robert T. Bartley, for NAB; and 
James A. Kennedy, for All-America 
Cables & Radio Inc., and the Mackay 
system. 

Wise and Hennessy argued 
“broadcasting is a private, competi- 
tive industry”, 
and therefore network affiliation 
contracts should not be made public. 

FCC Chairman James L. Fly 
argued that broadcasting is not a 
standard product and that publica- 
tion of the figures would tend to 
stimulate competition among broad- 
casters. 

Hennessy asked that more specific 
information given as to what would 
be made public and expressed the 
opinion there should be a consistent 
policy laid down for the broadcasters 
to study. 

Speaking on behalf of the St. Louis 


that 


not a common carrier, | 


Post-Dispatch, which owns a station, ' 


Hennessy asked FCC to exclude spe- 
cifically financial information filed 
with FCC by newspaper radio own- 
ers and pertaining to their news- 
paper and other non-radio activities. 


NIMMONS, MADDOX UPPED 


Dallas, March 7. | 
Ralph Nimmons and Ralph Mad- 
dox have both been promoted by ! 


WFAA-KGKO. 
program 


Nimmons was made 
director in charge of 


Alex Keese, former station man- 
ager, resigned to’ join the Taylor- 
Howe-Snowden stations in Amarillo 
as assistant gen. 


| 


re- 
gional and local sales while Maddox | 
was made assistant program director. | 


standards 


| efforts 
| station 
| luncheon 


Move to Make Contracts Public 


‘Pin-Up Engineer’ 

WNEW.N. Y.. boasts the onlv 
“pin-up engineer” in radio. 

Soldiers at Mitchel Field, L. I, 
have chosen Edythe Freedman, 
handles controls during 
GI station 
Monday nights in the 9:30-10 slot 


from 


who 
weekly stanza on 
the base auditorium. as 


€heir ideal. 


Chi Management Club 
Hypoes War Effort 
Via Duplication Curbs 


Chicago, March 7. 
Chicago Radio Management Club, 
in its second vear of operation, 
has done much in its short existence 
to eliminate duplication of efforts in 
many phases of the industry, most 


Now 


vital of which have been the co- 
ordination of radio execs, advertis- 
ing agencies and stations for gov- 


ernmental, war and allied efforts. 
Membership, composed of most 

radio executives of Chi advertising 

agencies and owners and managers 


each Wednesday. Members share in- 
formation relative to current radio 
trends and formulate and maintain 
and principles of fair 
practice in industry. Guest 
speakers discuss topics of interest to 
those engaged in radio work. Special 
are made to invite visiting 
managers to these weekly 
meetings. 


Madden a Major 
Albany, March 7. 

Bert Madden. former studio man- 
ager of WABY and one-time con- 
ductor on stilts of a sidewalk quiz, 
is now a major and commanding of- 
ficer of the Stewards’ Branch Bat- 
talion with the Marines at Camp Le- 
Jeune, N. C. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Radio Arrives!—Chi 
Drama School Gives 


Nod at Long Last 


Chicago, March 7. 


}cago for a spot on the National Barn Dance show. 


Discussions, which have occurred 


over a_ period of several 
the directorate and head of 
Theatre School of 


Chicago's important 


among 
the 


Drama, 


Goodman 
most 


iramatic school, reached a climax 


years | 


last week when Dr. Maurice Gnesin, ! 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


KDKA, Pittsburgh, artists get a nice play on the networks this Saturday 
night (11). Mary Martha Briney has been signed for a guest shot on the new 
RCA program and Slim Bryant and his Georgia Wildcats will go to Chi- 
Miss Briney returned 
only last week from New York, where she made her operatic debut at the 

‘itv Center in “Martha” and “Carmen.” 

Bryant was able to accept the date because Saturday's the only day in 
the week he doesn't have his own commercial on the Westinghouse station. 
Hillbilly maestro recently promoted a Radio Stars Jamboree at 3,.800-seat 
Syria Mosque and had several National Barn Dance personalities on the 
bill. 


Those two boys, Walter Craig and Al Kave of the Benton & Bowles 
brass hat row, are at it again. When Kaye, Coast radio director for B& B 


| (not benedictine and brandy), called at the home office, Headman Craig 


head of the school, admitted that 
radio is here to stay. 

“When the time comes” Dr. | 
Gnesin told “Variety.” “we intend | 


going into the matter cautiously at 
iirst and plan to offer just a micro- 
phone technique course to see how 
our students react to radio instruc- 
tion.” He explained that the Good- 
man Theatre School, which is part 
the Art Institute of Chicago, is 
a conservative institution 


and as 


such does not go into new ventures | 


had a placard hung reading “Kaye & Craig, Now Playing.” 
When their Damon and Pythias act was continued upon Craig's trip 


out west, Betty Buckler, right bower to Kaye, nudged him into keeping 


the act going, but with the Hollywood touch. So when Craig bounded 
into the B & B office he was greeted by a flasher sign, blinking with 110 
bulbs, “Kaye & Craig, Still Playing.” 

Biow agency used WNEW, N. Y., independent station, to garner entries 
fore Eversharp's forthcoming “Let Yourself Go,’ audience participation 
stanza postponed from last night (7) on the Blue and which preems next 
Tuesday night. Two spots daily for three days (3-5) were used urging 


| listeners to send in letters or postcards listing their secret ambitions, sup- 


lightly. 
Curiously a great percentage of 
Goodman School graduates must | 


look to radio as their only means for 


/compensation while the remaining 
10‘. doggedly seek careers on the 


stage or in motion pictures. Several 
Goodman students however have 
made good in radio including Ray- 
mond Edward Johnson, Betty Lou 
Gerson, Sam Wanamaker, Patty 
Dunlap, and some others not so well 
known. Enrollment averages 100 


ef local and network-stations. meets | students a year and graduates num- 


ber some 15 to 20 annually. 


Post-war Ohio Outlet 


Columbus, March 7. 


Central Ohio Broadcasting Co., 
Columbus, has been incorporated 
with 3.000 shares of no par value 


common stock, to erect a new com- 


| mercial station in this area after the} 


war, according to Troy 
attorney, and one of the principals 
of the firm. Others named were} 
Edith P. Stegner and Anita Francis, | 
both of his office. 

Feibel said the project is contem- 
plated to give the area “the full ad-| 
vantages of radio 


advancements | 
which will result after the war from 
developments now being used solely 
for war purposes.” 


A. Feibel. 


pressed desires, impulses, inhibitions, ete., anything which believe would 
win them a place on the program. 

Taking shelter from the brewing storm over the Hollywood guestar 
question, Martin Gosch, producer of the Jack Carson show for Campbell 
soun, is pulling away from that troublesome element and hereafter will 
use film people only when the story line dictates, 

Coin set aside for guestars will be utilized to otherwise improve the 
show and if prescnt comedy situation format pans out it will be made 
permanent and outside bookings entirely eliminated. 


Farm Broadcasters Meet | WJR, DETROIT, DROPS 
Chicago, Mave ALL-NIGHT OPERATION 


First step in the organizing of all} , 

farm broadcasters was taken last! Detroit, March 7. 

week with a meeting held here and WJR is discontinuing all-night op- 
attended by 50 broadcasters from eration beginning today (Tues.), 
midwestern states. Organized under) Leo J. Fitzpatrick, v.p. and general 
name of National Society of Farm} manager, has announced, Station will 
Service Directors, group will in- | revert to the schedule maintained 
augurate a program of upping the; previously to Nov. 3, 1942. when, in 
this major war center, it went on a 


standards of all farm broadcasts | 
both commercial and sustaining. 24-hour-a-day basis. Signoff now 
will be at 1 a.m. with resumption of 


Points taken up by the Society in- 


cluded: Showmanship in farm! operation at 5 a.m. except Sunday 
broadcasting, commercialized farm; when it comes back on the air at 
broadcasting, standard of ethics for | 8 a.m. 

farm broadcasters and good taste} Reasons for the change from all- 


broadcasting. 
the organization will be 


in farm 


Officers of | 


elected at 


night operation include the need for 


maintenance time and the man- 
national meeting to be held May); power shortage, according to Fitz- 
6-7. patrick. 


to be told. 


A DIVISION 
PALACE GAN FRANC 


Repre Sa 


on the radio. 


In practiced CPN hands, the Lifelines idea is 


It may be the show for your 
product. Ask us, or Radio Sales, 


for an audition transcription, 


OP THRE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
the SPOT Broadcast 


...there’s an eager audience to tug at Lifelines 


Radio has told plenty about combat action, little about the giant supply 

network that feeds the lifeblood needed for victory. There is great 

drama—the kind that radio does to perfection—in this hard, rugged 

business of ‘‘gittin’ there fustest with the mostest.”” Much more waits 
Our idea: tell it. | 

The public wants to hear it. Box-olfice movie hits and important 


magazine articles have proven the popularity of this theme. It belongs 


We call our program Lifelines. It has ships and parachutes and 
trucks and planes in it. And brave men. The lifelines of war tie the 
program to the home of every American. Overseas those lines reach the 
sous of five million families. And of vital interest to these parents, 
brothers, sisters, wives are the routes travelled by the war materials 


they manufacture for their fighting men. 


imperative listening to 


many, mteresting listening to all. 
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Foreign Radio Interests Get Rush 
Act in Arg. in Nationalization Move 


Montevideo, Feb. 29. + 


Complete elimination of all for- 
eign interests in Argentine radio is 
now being rushed by broadcasters in 
Buenos Aires and interior as a result 
of new government decree, which 
publicly announces its first step to- 
ward nationalization of radio. 

New rules, which fell like a bomb- 
shell on Argentine broadcasters, pro- 
vide that only Argentine-born citi- 
zens could hold posts as board chair- 
men, directors and executive posts, 
and also declared that shareholders 
must be Argentine-born or have 10- 
year naturalization. Stations were 
given only 60 days to comply with 
the rules, although an additional 60- 
day period can be granted by Major 
Anibal F. Imbert, Military Postmas- 
ter General. 

Number of Americans and an even 
greater number of Britishers are 
affected by the rules, which the trade 
regards as evidence of the military’s 
determination to follow through on | 
iis anti-foreign policy despite break | 
with the Axis. 

Strictly Argentine rules will kill 
off any chancés for joint U.S.-Latin 
American radio operations of the 
kind which have developed in cer- 
tain other countries between U. S. 
broadcasters and local operators. 
Some of the big U. S. chains had 
hoped that kicking out the Berlin 
and Tokyo diplomats from Argen- | 
tine would open the door for pro- 
democratic efforts. On the evidence 
so far produced, however, there 
seems little likelihood that the forced | 
change of status will have any real | 
effect on the Argentine internal situ- 
ation, especially as it involves radio, 
films, etc. 


DeVault, Vet Diplomat, 
News Analyst on KDKA' 


Pittsburgh, March 7. | 

Charles L. DeVault, veteran U. S.| 
diplomat, has joined staff of KDKA| 
as a news analyst and will have his| 
own 10-minute program six evenings | 
weekly from 6:05 to 6:15. DeVault 
began his diplomatic career in 1918 
as an attache of the American Em- 
bassy in Paris and was later U. S. 
consul at Tokyo, Taihoku and Yoko- 
hama, Japan; Paris and Mexico City. 


News series started over the local 
Westinghouse station yesterday 
(Monday). 


M-G-M's ‘2 Sisters and a Sailor’ completed 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday 
10 p.m., KWT 


LOU CLAYTON 


Met.: 


i last 


ithey’re climbing aboard the wagon 
| by offering lecturers for p.a.s on local 
| outlets. 

| 


Feidelson Joins WSGN 


As Educational Director 


Birmingham, March 7. 
Judge Charles N. Feidelson, au- 
thor, lecturer, and labor relations ex- 
pert, last week was appointed educa- 
ional director of WSGN. He’s also! 
contributing editor of the Birming- 
ham News. 
Judge Feidelson had also been a 
professor at William and Mary Col- 


lege and regional director of the 
NRLB. 


Foreign Info Shows 
Lean to Indies For 
Chummy Channels 


Recent addition of WNEW, N. Y., ' 
to the local outlets airing a session 
out of Chungking via the Chinese 
News Service points up the upswing 
in usage by foreign information 
services of local broadcasting chan- | 
nels. 
of these services, the present idea | 
seems to be that you can best reach | 


As opposed to early operations | 


the American public in the intime | 
rapprochement necessary for under- 
standing the many facets of life in a 
foreign country via the local stations | 
as opposed to the nets., Previously | 
the information services felt that 
they were best served by the nets 
because they could reach the largest 
number of people at any given time. | 
However, they found that this didn't | 
produce the proper understanding | 
between peoples that they were | 
striving for. Result is the trend to- 
wards local outlets utilizing pro- | 
grams tailored for local broadcasting. | 
Idea originated with BBC last year 
when they started to pipe regular | 
BBC programs through WLW, Cin- | 
cinnati. Success of these operations | 
| 

| 

| 


prompted the Chinese News Service 
to set up a program over WMCA, 
N. Y., about three months ago. Re- 
sponse to this stanza led WNEW, 
N. Y., to request a similar program 
and the latter was initiated last | 
month. 

Other information services are fol- | 
lowing the same idea. The Nether- 
lands outfit is waxing a series of pro- 
grams at WOR, N. Y., recording stu- 
dios soon to be available for local 
stations. The other groups, including 
the Free French, Polish and Belgian 
governments, are hampered by lack 
of funds for such operations but 


‘Fuller to London On 
| BBC Invasion Coverage 


Clement Fuller, BBC’s European 
/news correspondent in this country, 
‘is leaving for a few weeks’ trip to 
Londgn. He goes to make plans to | 


ing invasion, U. S. elections, and the 
| Pacific offensive. 
Fuller has been in this country for 
|}about 14 months. 


and other pertinent date are now the 


No, they dont hear 
us in Ketchikan! 


| ing, 


| table 
;some one in New York saying: 
| gotta run now, I must catch the 5:34 


| facilitate news coverage on the com- | 


Radio Gagman’s Stance 
On Hazards of Finding 
A Bivouac in Hollywood 


Hollywood, March 5. 
Editor, “Variety”: 

The problem of trying to get a 
place to live here is something. I 
am still on the march. When I am 
not moving. I am looking for a place 
to to, and I am not 
looking for an apartment, I am look- 
ing for a bus or a cab; and in be- 
tween times I am standing in line 
for dinner and writing “Life of 
Riley.” In the two months I've been 


move when 


out here, I've always been en route, | 


I hav4 already lived in a store win- 
dow, an upholstered gopher hole, 
a palm tree and on a strip of mold- 
I experienced everything, in- 
cluding mice sitting on my shoulder 
while I was working and sneering 
at my jokes. One writer out here, 
who connected with a permanent 
apartment, became such a curiosity 
the Morris office offered him a week 
at the Orpheum. A bass player I 
know, during the rainy season, put 


'an outboard motor on his bull fiddle 
cruised to 
| would tie up at a parking lot, crawl 


work. At night he 


/into it, pull down the venetian blind 
, and curl up for the night. 


Busses and street cars run on time 
schedule. Can you imagine 


for the Bronx.’ Whe I’m invited 
to dinner in Beverly Hills I take an 


| overnight bag with me. 


When I first came here, I won- 
their profiles. I thought it was the 
ham in them and they were trying 
to attract the eve of some talent 
scout, but I soon discovered that 
they were only looking for busses 
or street cars. Midgets here are very 
popular, because they can sublet a 
closet, they don’t take up much 
room in crowded busses, and they 
can eat under restaurant tables. 


BBC Trend Toward US-Built Shows 
Seen Cueing Change 


in British Setup 


WIP Asks ‘Marathon’ 
Permit From FCC 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

WIP asked the FCC for 
permission to utilize the last block of 
time remaining on schedule—1 
a.m. to 6:45 a.m., Tuesdays. 

An okay would make WIP one of 
the few 24-hours-a-day-seven-days-a- 
| week stations. Up to now the station 
has been running 24 hours a day, ex- 
cept the 54-hour layoff on Tuesday 
to give station engineers a change to 
recheck equipment. 

A full seven-day-24-hour schedule 
would force WIP to go on emergency 
power in case of a break, or when 
checking up regular’ transmission 
equipment. 


Philly Music School 
Orch Gets Sponsor, 
Union Cards, Scale 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Local 77, AFM, last week inducted 
en masse the entire orchestra of the 
| Curtis Institute of Music—thus set- 
| tling a nettling problem. 
loomed when 


has 


its 


| Headache KYW 
asked the local for permission to use 
the Institute’s band, composed of 
musie students, for a weekly pro- 


| dered why everybody kept showing gram, sponsored by the Philadelphia 


| Saving Fund Society, one of the old- 
| est banks in Philly. 

| Union balked at first and case was 
| referred to national office. Because 
it was a local matter, national threw 
| it right back in 77’s lap. Hitch was 
' the youth of the students and fact 
| that most of them were non-resi- 
| dents of Philly. 

| However, rules were waived and 


By DON WALSH 
Amidst all the printed furore about 
possible conversion of BBC to an 
American - style network accepting 
sponsored programs metime in the 
post-war period, official attitude by 
| the British web has been to point out. 
fts charter, jin effect until 1946, 
forbids commercial operations. Hence 
all the talk and conjecture is nothing 
but that for two years, at least. 
In addition, insiders believe, 
conservative elements in BBC and 
other influential government and 
business circles in England will re- 
main adamant, in the face of the 
strongest pressure to maintain the 
Status quo, even after expiration of 
present charter provisions. In view 
of this an interesting angle is that 
strong propaganda for a change in 
the British broadcasting setup is be- 
ing manufactured and distributed by 
BBC itself. This is taking the form 
of American-built shows, written, 
staged and performed by American 
artists for BBC in this country and 
transcribed or rebroadcasi via short- 
wave for English consumption. 
Contrast between finished profes- 
sional dramatic and variety shows 
| originating here and the ofttimes un- 
appealing BBC shows returned on 
| the reverse exchange route is under- 
| stood to have occasioned comment 
“Wireless’ listen- 


the 


'on the other side. 
ers reportedly are wondering why 
home-produced shows can’t achieve 
;the same punch and audience ap- 
peal. 

Thus BBC, on the one hand, hold- 
ing firm to a policy that its system 
should remain unchanged, is itself 
| introducing an element into British 
{radio that may. through weight of 
| public opinion, cause a vast upheaval 
homeland and Empire broadcast- 
ing practice during the post-war 
period, 
| An example of American produced 
| BBC shows spotlighting U. S. crafts- 
manship and technique is the saga of 
| the U.S. Marines, “We Call Them 


The Hollywood Plaza is the local! students were granted union mem-| Leathernecks.” It’s aimed at suspect- 


mecea for gagmen. The ad libs are 
driving the help nuts. The manager 
said he never saw anything like it 
since the 40-year locusts. The lads 
spend most of their time on the roof 
trying to get rid of that file pallor. 
The boys guard their ‘sources jeal- 
ously and one fellow is collaborat- 
ing with an _ ex-goalkeeper 
hockey team so as to insure protec- 
tion for his collection of jokes. 
They are in full control of the town. 
Having already established a beach- 


head in the Brown Derby, they have | 


already formed a task force to take 
over Dave Chasen’s. The picture 
boys are in full retreat. Boffs and 


bamboulas have replaced production | 
estimates on table cloth, so don’t be | 
surprised if next season you find a/| 


number of laundry men writing 
gags. 

| So, you see, though I'm working | 
on the “Life of Riley,’ I'm not living 


the life of Riley. 


Alan Lipscott. 


CANADIAN LAWMAKER 
FEARS CBC MONOPOLY 


Montreal, March 7. 

After War Services La- 

Fleche had told the House of Com- 
on Feb. 25 that the Ca- 
Broadcasting Corp. 


Minister 


mons 


nadian was 


Years ago, when radio was going 
through its growing pains, station sales- 
men, for the lack of anything else, talked 
about how far their station would 
reach... how many hundreds of miles 
its signal could be heard. Some still do. 


Todoy, radio is matured. Market 
onolyses.... surveys on radio listenership 


bases for buying radio time. 


WFIL does not make any far-fetched claims about coverage! 


WFIL more than adequately serves the gi 


No, Eskimos don’ 


people throughout the vast Philadelphia Trading Area d 
y respond to the sales messages they hear over WFIL 


even more importantto you is that the 


A BLUE NETWORK AFFILIATE 


Philadelphia’s Most Progressive 
Radio Station 


gantic Philadelphia Trading Area. 


tchikan—but great numbers of 
o listen to WFIL. And what is 


t hear usin 


WEIL 


REPRESENTED NATIONALLY BY THE KATZ AGENCY 


value must be protected by all Ca- 


nadians.”’ members jumped in and 


the fight was on. 


| John Diefenbacker, Conservative 
| Oppositionist, pointed out that the | 
CBC over the years had not been 


able to perform its functions with- 
out the assistance of the privately- 
owned stations, and went on to point 
lout that no general manager had 
| been appointed since November last. 
| Another member saw the danger of 
national radio becoming “a huge 
monopoly of government propagan- 
da.” 
ber supported the idea of an over- 
all] commission to govern all broad- 
| casting in Canada. 


| 


Pudney Upped at WGY 
Schenectady, March 7. 

Earle Pudney has been promoted 
to assistant program manager of 
WGY.. Im addition to announcing, he 
scripts and produces a number of 
| shows. 
| A. O. Coggesshall, member of the 
WGY staff from the pioneer days, is 
program manager. 


of a) 


ai 
|valuable piece of property and its’ 


A Liberal (government) mem- | 


| bership. First program starts Sun- 
| day (12). Students get union scale. 
| Seal is for 13 weeks and was set 
by Gray and Rogers agency, Philly. 


|ed British “isolationists” as part of a 
| campaign to underline importance of 
the war in the Pacific to Britain and 


| Other United Nations, 
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Local 77 Warns of 


Philadelphia, March 7. 
Musicians who 


remarks about the ability of fellow 


make disparaging 
bandsmen will be severely dealt with 
F by Local 77, AFM, the 
union warned last week. 


officials of 


Warning was printed in the “Phila- 

delphia Musician,” mouthpiece of the 
local. It read: 
“It has been brought to the atten- 
of your officers that members 
have been ridiculing the ability of 
other members. , This is definitely 
| contrary to law, and members found 
} guilty of same will be fined in ac- 
cordance with the laws.” 

A spokesman for the union 
that some older members of 
have been hired by 
bands to replace younger 
j drafted into the armed forces, 
' many of the A.K.’s have complained 
; that they have heard their playing 
derided as “corny” by some of the 
younger tooters. 


tion 


said 


dance 


DICKINSON A SUICIDE 
Daniel.S. Dickinson, Jr.. 46, secre- 
tary-treasurer of Long Beach Mu- 
| sicians Union for the last eight years, 
suicided there March 5. 
Survived by son and mother. 


Tooters Don't Stop Snoo 


the | 


tooters | 
and | 


Whip Kid 


+ 


Bargain Day 
Miller Music 
letter from a songwriter who ex- 
plains that he felt the middle 
strain of “Mairzy Doats” was an 
infringement on a song he wrote 
called “What Do You Say.” 
But if Miller would agree to 
publish his songs he would not 


has received a 


| sue. 

Krasny’s Western Hegira 
Milton Krasny, general manager 


of General Amus.. left N. Y. Monday 
(6) to spend two weeks apiece at 
GAC’'s Chicago and Hollywood of- 
fices. In each he'll momentarily re- 
lieve the manpower shortage, which 
}has put both branches behind work 
| schedules. 

| Krasny, 1-A himself, is on a de- 
} ferment. 


Nelson Armstrong, recently hon- 
orably discharged from the army, 
has jointdt Whitey Scharbo band at 
! Don Metz’s Club, Pittsburgh, replac- 
| ing Don Harris, saxman, who is go- 
ing into the army. 


Band Bookings 


} | Benny Carter, March 10, Strand B., 
Ing Baltimore; 12, Ezra Charles. Coliseum, 


Cincinnati; 17, Castle Ballroom, St. 
Louis: 19, Parkway Ballroom, Chi- 
cago, 

March 5, Ritz 
9, week, 
17-19, Met 


Dunham, 
Ballroom, Bridgeport; 
Adams theatre, Newark; 
theatre, Providence. 

Glen Gray, March 10, week, Or- 
pheum theatre, Omaha; 17, Chicago 
theatre, Chicago; 24, week, Michigan 
theatre, Detroit. 


Sonny 


gan theatre, Detroit; 10, week, Shu- 
bert theatre, Cincinnati; 24-26, Met 
theatre, Providence; 29-30, Poli the- 
atre, Waterbury, Conn. 

Stan Kenton, March 10, Maxwell 
Field, Montgomery, Ala.; 17, Hunter 
Field, Savafinah. 

Johnny Long, March 11, DePauw 
U., Green Castle, Ind.; 12, Trianon 
Ballroom, Toledo; 13, Lakeside Park, 
Dayton: 14-16, Palace theatre, Co- 
lumbus: 17, week, Shubert theatre, 
Cincinnati; 24, week, Buffalo theatre, 
Buffalo. 

Clyde Lucas, March 10, Air Field, 
Granada, Miss.: 11, U. of Missouri, 
Columbia: 12, Turnpike Casino, Lin- 
coln: 13, Corn Palace, Mitchell, §. D.; 
14, Cobblestone B., Stone Lake, Ia.; 
16, Elks Club, Muscatene, Ia.: 17, 
Elkas Club, Burlington, Ia.; 18, Elks 
Club, Fort Madison, Ia.; 19, Dance- 
land, Cedar Rapids. 


The First In Years— 
A Catchy, Lilting, Irish Fox Trot 


PATRICIA 
DONAHUE 


By 


BENNY DAVIS, RUSS MORGAN AND TED MURRY 


FAMOUS MUSIC CORP. 


1619 BROADWAY, N. Y. 


Woody Herman, March 3, Michi- | 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton, .Biltmore (400; 38 1,100 51,225 
/Lani McIntire..,. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........108 2,150 196,575 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 12 2,100 26,525 
| Frankie Carle... .Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 3 2,750 9,050 
| Leo Reisman.....Waldorf (550: 42) ........ 3,150 7,550 
| Boyd Raeburn... Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50).......eee00- 1 900 900 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 22 2,100 40,875 
Georgie Auld.,....Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1,325 6,700 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. New Yorker and Biltmore 
have ice shows. Waldorf has Gracie Fields; Commodore, Glenn Miller's 
Modernaires; Lexington, Hawaiian floor show. 


Chicago 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Slipped 
; some but Bondshu and Frank Fay accounted for fine 2,800. 
| Bernie Cummins (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel; 750; $2.50-$3 min.). 
| Combination of Bonnie Baker and Cummins good draw with very good 
| 3,000. 
| Jimmy Dorsey (Panther Room, Sherman hotel; 950: $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
| Dorsey, big favorite here, holding up patronage and tabbing around swell 
| 7,200, 
Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
With floor show headed by Talia, Joy kept figure up to excellent 4,400. 
Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100: 50c¢ and 75ec 
cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). Oliver continues big draw with nifty 6,909. 
Ran Wilde (Empire Room, Palmer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Hildégarde 
still breaking records and playing to capacity. Did terrific 12,000. 


Los Angeles 


Freddie Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
| heating up.4,200 customers. 

| Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 
4,200 tabs easily. 


| Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 
(Chicago) 
| Lou Breese (Chez Paree: 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Breese and Joe E. Lewis, 
| both nearing end of run, still packin’ ‘em in to tune of 5,400. 

| Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 300; $1-$2.50 min.). Courtney, getting strong- 
/er every week, has patronage up to around great 5,200. 


The “damper” still on but 


A bowl full of covers. Will clip 


(Los Angeles) 
| Sammy Kaye (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week), 
Back to 30,000. 
Horace Heidt (Trianon B, Southgate, eighth week). 
‘luted moonlight for 9,000. 
Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s, N, Los Angeles, 18th week). Biz at a 
standstill because they can’t get anymore into place. Hold at 5,200. 


Sweet but strong, 


Needs only undi- 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to “Variety.” Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
| thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 


Mairzy Doats (4) (Millet ) Merry Macs ....ecce-. Decca 


| 4. No Love, No Nothin’ (Triangle).... 
| 5. My Heart Tells Me (18) (BVC)......... 
6. Couldn’t Sleep Wink (1) B. Harms). Dinah 


{ Woody Herman ......Decca 
‘(Stan Kenton ........Capitol 


7. Do Nothing Till You Hear (1) (Robbins) 
. Paper Doll (36) (Marks) 

9. Be: Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 
eautiful Morning (30) (Grawford)..... ) Bing Crosby .........Decca 


{Jo Stafford .........Capitol 


10. H ) ic 
ow Sweet You Are (8) (Remick)..... ) Kay Armen .........- Decca 


By the same writers—Leo Robin and Richard A. Whiting 


The IDEAL song to follow our current Hit—“My Ideal” 


Featured in the new PARAMOUNT musical—‘‘You Can’t Ration Love’’ 
PARAMOUNT MUSIC CORP., CHARLIE ROSS, Prof. Mgr., 1619 Broadway, New York 
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Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Spirit of brotherly love flowed freely Monday night (28) in’ Indianapolis 


when Jimmy Dorsey celebrated his 
who was here for the week with his 


tenth birthday with Tommy Dorsey, 
band at the Circle. J. D. was a leap 


year baby. Their celebrated feud happily buried, the pair were joined 
n the festivities by Gene Krupa, and Jan Savitt, who were here for a 


one-nighter at the Indiana Roof. 


The four appeared together on the 


Circle's stage at the night shows to let the customers in on their frivolity. 


Highlight of the theatre party was 


eake with ten candles by Patricia Dane, T. D.’s wife. 
“to the best brother anybody ever had.” 


the presentation of a lavish birthday 
It was inscribed 
Jimmy, who had the night off 


at the Sherman House, Chicago, came down at his brother's invitation to 
be together on his birthday for the first time in twelve years, 

Treasury Department ruling on the status of name bands has not yet 
been delivered, though band agencies had been advised soon after the 
holidays that the decision would be forthcoming before Feb. 1. 

Agencies are seeking to have a certain level of leaders declared inde- 


pendent contractors, responsible for 
and withholding taxes, but the AFM 


their own social security payments 
has been fighting the attempt. 


What is delaying the Treasury's settlement of the issue is not clear to 


agency executives involved in the case, they say. 


It’s said, however, by 


other sources, that a recent move by the AFM stymied the Feb. 1 date 


for decision. 


Day Tommy Tucker's band was to leave Miami's Flagler Gardens to 
head north on a theatre tour the leader’s car was stolen from in front of 


the spot. 
clubs, one belonging to Joe Galkin, 


Besides personal luggage the car contained several sets of golf 


Tuckre’s manager, and couple dozen 


new balls, all of which are difficult to replace. 
Tucker is traveling his band by¥ car, and the disappearance of his forced 


him to wait while a band boy trav 
another stored there. 


eled to Salisbury, N. C., to pick up 


Petrillo Reiterates Stand Vs. Col, RCA; 
Will Resist Any WLB Verdict for Them 


James C. Petrillo, president of the 
AFM, intends standing by his state- 
ment of last fall to the WLB panel 
in N. Y. that he would resist a WLB 
decision in favor of Columbia and 
RCA-Victor, which seek to have his 
“no-recording’ order branded a 
strike. AFM head, according to 
sources close to him, will not accept 
judgment against his case, but will 
continue his present course in the 


face of it. 
What will happen in the event Pe- 
trillo continues playing the same 


hand against a negative WLB deci- 
sion is anybody's guess, according 
to broadcasting and recording in- 
dustry attorneys. There are so many 
factors, they state, that it’s difficult 
to predict what may eventuate. 
Agreement the AFM made with 
Decca, which has also been accepted 
by some 52 other recording and 
transcription companies, is claimed 
by AFM attorneys to be beyond 
reach of the WLB. It’s said the gov- 
ernment body cannot disturb this 
contract since it was made volun- 
tarily by Decea and the cther cvtfits 
that took out recording licenses un- 
der its terms, which call for a small 
royalty to the unifon for every disc 
manufactured. Decca’s contract, it’s 
pointed out, can be invalidated only 


if Petrillo gives better terms else- 
where, in which case Decca auto- 


matically gets the better deal also. 


Jules Stein Into 
Post-War Discing 


Jules Siein, president of Music 
Corp. of America, is said to be in- 
terested in going into post-war re- 
cording. recently 
Capitol Records on the Coast with a 
proposition to buy in on the firm, 
but was refused. 

Capitol is owned and operated by 
songwriter Johnny Mercer, Buddy 
De Sylva, executive producer at 


Paramount Pictures, Glenn 
Wallichs, Los Angeles music store 
owner. 


N.Y. Park Central Back 


To Name Bands, Chester 


Park Central hotel, N. Y.. returns 
to the use of name bands next 
week (17), bringing in Bob Ches- 
ter’s orchestra for four weeks. Ches- 
ter has never played a major loca- 
tion spot in N. Y. proper. He re- 
places current Denny Beckner. 

Louis Prima’s orchestra is due to 
follow Chester, though contracts are 
not signed. It opens April 14. 


Don Redman Goes Latin 


. Don Redman’s band heads for the 
Coast and the Republic lot latter 
part of May to begin work on 
“Brazil.” 

Shooting set for June 1. 

Kay Little replaces Ann Salloway 
as vocalist with Georgie Auld’s or- 
gs at the Commodore hotel, 


approached 


Swing Shift Blues 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Shotgunned into fast nuptials 
were the lyrics for “He Went to 
Work in the Morning, She Went 
to Work at Night’ by CBS puri- 
fiers last week. Whirlwind 
wedding was forced into the 
third line of the song, although 
composers Wolfe Gilbert and 
Ben Oakland postponed 
orange blossoms until the finale. 

Network monitors insisted 
legal ceremonies had to follow 
the line, “They Had to Share 
One Apartment.” 


Carle Settles Col. 
Row Via New Pact 


Frankie Carle signed a new con- 
tract Records last 
week, dispute over 
contract to 
free to take 
elsewhere for 


with Columbia 


ending the 
he was 


that company or 


whether under 
was 
disc 
the 

was over a 
had with that 
| company, which he claimed was for 
}albums only, and Columbia claimed 
barred his name or any 
position with or without a 
band. 

New agreement supersedes 
old and is for one vear covering 
both the band and piano solos to be 
issued in album form. It is 
tive when Columbia settles 
| Petrillo and resumes recording. 

Carle’s new band is at the Penn- 
sylvania hotel. N. Y.. and is to be 
replaced April 14 by Glen Gray. 
who stays six weeks. 


‘HEIDT BACK TO ROAD 
FOR THEATRE DATES 


Horace Heidt'’s orchestra, in semi- 


his new band 


Argument between 


and Columbia 
contract he 


leader 


| 
| 
} 
| 
work. 
| one-year 


use of 
label, 


with 


retirement the past six months, will 
return to work this summer. Heidt | 
will move out of California, where | 
| he and most of his men had been | 


working in defense plants and play- 
ing at the leader's own Trianon Ball- 
room, Southgate, around the middle 
begin a theatre tour. 
haven't yet been 


June to 
| Definite bookings 
set. 

| Musie Corp of America, which 
| books Heidt. has also been endeavor- 
ing to get Freddie Martin's band to 
| leave California for theatre work. So 
far, however, Martin 
adamant against travel. 


PASTOR'S MIAMI DATE 


Tony Pastor's orchestra goes to the 
Frolics, Miami. in place of Jimmy 
Dorsey, who instead heads for Hol- 


film April 17. 
| Pastor cpens 
weeks, 


April 4 for 


op- | 


has remained | 
| management 


lywood to begin work on a Metro! 


three 


| 


| 
| 
| 


the 


effec- | 


| 


MCA Execs to Confab 


Musie Corp. of America executives 
hold their annual confab in N. Y. 
beginning next week. Jules Stein, 
president of MCA, accompanied by 
Taft Schreiber and Larry Barnet, 
Hollywood office heads, get into N.Y. 
this week. 

MCA's general meeting was held 
last yezr on the Coast. 


Lyman Settles For 
$6,000 With MCA 


Abe Lyman has settled his AFM 
action against Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica for $6,000. Two weeks ago the 
leader filed a complaint with the 
union seeking $18,500 in damages 
due to disputes stemming from his 
theatre tour of last summer. Settle- 
ment was made last week after con- 
ferences with MCA executives. 

Figure Lyman accepted represents 
what the maestro claims it cost him 
to pay his band and acts following a 
dispute over a week’s booking at the: 
Orpheum theatre, Minneapolis. He 
laid off that week and as a result 
asked $8,500 of MCA. 

Lyman’s claim against the agency 
for $10,000, as a result of the failure 
of screen actress Bonita Granville 
to complete her tour with the band, 


Bookers Can't Extend Pacts for Periods 
Of Armed Service, AFM Decrees 


Cultural Progress 


After Eddie Condon’s jazz con- 
cert at Town Hall, N. Y., staged 
a repeat sellout several 
weeks ago entrepreneur’ Er- 
nie Anderson did some checking 
at the b.o. to find out who else 
was good in the concert racket. 

According to Anderson, only 
five other “artists” are counted 
sure sellouts at the 43rd _ street 
auditorium namely; Marian An- 
derson, Lotte Lehmann, Dorothy 
Maynor, Toscanini and Vladimir 
Horowitz. 


+ Booking agencies that got band- 


service to sign agreements extending 
|; Management contracts by the length 
| of time are 
procedure, 


| leaders on the verge of going inte 


they are in uniform, 


out of line with this 
according to the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Latter has advised 
all agencies that any such riders at- 
tached to contracts are hereafter 
void and that contracts will expire 
on their original date. 

In its letter to 


AFM pointed out thet it had never 


the agencies the 


What that does to culture is 


anybody's guess. 


Air Pre-Relcases 


Bring AFM Beef 


American Federation of Musicians | 
has requested all record jockeys, at} 
least in the N. Y. area, to refrain 
from using pre-release discs on their 


, to the old method of cutting 1) 


rule 


/ given permission for such action. At 


the same time the AFM advised 
agencies that the rule passed at the 
last national convention almost two 
years ago, providing that transporta- 
ition must be deducted from band 
salaries before payment of commis- 
sions, has been killed. 

Commission collections will revert 
em 
off the top, or on the basis of the 
face value of a contract.. Since that 
was put into effect many 
agencies have revised their commis- 
sion. deals with bands (‘mostly B 


was dropped. In this complaint programs. Reason for the request, class and lower) to the detriment of 
| according to the AFM, is that it has|the bandleader, who often found 
that Miss | eceived objections from companies | himself paying more commissions 


Granville was leaving him to return 
to Hollywood for a film. Contract 
called for four weeks notice ‘and he 
claimed he got only two. 


Squabble Re T. Dorsey 
Dates at Par and Cap, 
N. Y., Due to Boi! Over 


Tommy Dorsey's Broadway thea- 
tre booking squabble involving the 
Paramount and Capitol, over whic 
has the right to the bandleader’s 
next appearance on the main stem, 
is due to blaze again after smolder- 
ing the past couple months. 

Loew's bookimg office, which buys 
talent for the Cap, has assigned Dor- 
sey a June 28 opening date on the 


| 
basis of a contract he signed on the | 
Metro film ex- | 


Coast last year with 
ecutives. Paramount claims it holds 
a pact on Dorsey for another date 


at that house before he plays the 
Cap. 
Paramount has given its case to 


the AFM. Leader's contract with the 
Cap calls for a date at that house 
before the end of this year. Since 
Dorsey played the Par over the past 
holidays it wouldn't help either 
house, it’s held, if he were to com- 
plete both dates before the end of 
the yeer. 

Bob Allen joins Tommy Dorsey’s 
band in Cincinnati today ‘Wednes- 
day) and will begin singing with it 
at the Palace theatre. Cleveland, 
wnere Dorsey opens Friday (10). He 
replaces Jimmy Cook. 

Allen only recently gi 
own band. He has 
an occasional 


an offer from 


been doing 
He had 


since 
solo booking 
Dorsey once 


Of James Recording 


Columbia Records reissuing 
| Harry James’ recording of “Ill Get 
By,” made in 194., to take advantage 
of the tune’s evival through the 
Metro film, “Guy Joe.” Ber- 
lin Music, which lishes, is going 
to work on the me 


| (10) by Charlie Spivak. 


| undetern 


RCA-Victor has a recording of the 
tune also, by the King Sisters, but 
whether this 
nea, 


Raymond Scott 


“Raymond Scott drew a 4-F last 
week at the N. Y. induction centei 
after having asked his local. Tucka- 


hoe, N. Y., draft board for a physical. 
Leader wished to service 
status immediately. 

Scott, staff conductor at 
N. Y., recently 


know his 


CBS in 
signed a three-year 
agreement with the 
William Morris office, to take effect 
later this year when a prior contract 
with MCA expires. 

Dick Rose returns as arranger with 
Tony Pasior’s orchestra ond will 
travel with the band. Pastor, now 
at Frank Daileyv’s Terrace Room, 
Newark, is replaced there Friday 


IN S.F; 90-DAY WAIT 


ve up his} 


before, | 


| whose forthcoming releases are not 
favored in that way, and they deem 
the practice unfair. 

Use of pre-release pressings on disc 
shows first stirred up trouble before 
the war and Petrillo’s ban. Then 
the playing by jockeys of discs not 
vet on the market brought beefs from 
| large retailers that they were getting 
too many requests for material not 
| yet on sale. 


| 


KRUPA’S APPEAL FILED 


Gene Krupa’s appeal from a con- 
| viction on a felony charge was filed 
' in San Francisco last week with the 
State District Court of Appeals. De- 
cision is expected within 90 days. 

Krupa’s appeal is confined to the 

record of his trial last June. Con- 
fession a couple weeks ago by John 
| Pateakos, Krupa’s former band boy, 
that his original testimony which 
convicted the leader was not the 
truth, is not being taken into con- 
isderation by the appellate court. | 
Transcript ofvit is being studied sep- 
arately. 

Krupa has been out on $5,000 bail 
since last fall, after being sentenced 
from one to six years on the phony 
conviction. He is with Tommy Dor- 
sey’s band. 


Artie Shaw in Hellywood; 
Immediate Future Vague 


Hollywood, March 7. 

Artie Shaw, recently discharged 
from the Navy, is here trying to 
make up his mind whether to organ- 
| ize a new orcnestra or go into film 
|; work. He has been talking to Metro 
on a film deal and also is involved in 
negotiations with radio. 
Everything is too unsettled, he ex- 
plained, to reach any decision just 


; now, but he is going to do “some 
thing about music.” Band leader will 
make a brief busine trin to New 
York to Hollywood 
here. he it i¢ tends to remain. | 
if pt ble 
Le r de Oo 
Willian ich took 
over his anagement from General 
Amusement Corp Clore he 
went into service. His Navy band 
which he left when he returned with 
it from the South Pacific. is cur- 
rently under the bation of Sam Dono- 
hue and is on its way overseas again. 


Herbie Fields Contracted 
| For Morris Agey. Met. 
| Herbie Fields 


signed a manage- 


ment contract with William Morris 
agency last week after. securing a 
release from General Amus. Corp. 


He will reorganize his orchestra im- 
mediately. 

Fields, sax-clarinet. was in the 
| Army two years. and after being re- 
Jeased late last fall formed a band 
backed with his own money. It 
temporarily disbanded several weeks 
ago after he dropped around $7,500. 


meeting in Chicago. 


March 31. 


| Originally, Into Arm 


than he would have under the old 
method. 

These changes were devised during 
the AFM’s recent executive board 
They are ef- 
fective immediately. 


N. Y. local 802 of the AFM also 
announced changes in scale last 
week. Prices for all single engage- 


ments have been jumped $2 per man 
on Class “A” and “B” jobs and a $1 
increase allowed for overtime rates. 
This brings “A” rates up to $16 for 
four hours ending not later than 1 
a.m. and $12 per on “B” jobs under 
same conditions. However. “B” 
overtime is at $3 per hour. Changes 
are effective March 15. 


Name Bands’ 
]-Niter Upbeat 


Top bandleaders are increasingly 


leaning towards occasional 


| nighters in the east and middlewest, 


being lured by the big coin avail- 
able. These territories have been 
starved for top names the past two 
years. 

Following Tommy Dorsey's six 
single dates, similar periods will be 
allotted by Sammy Kaye later in the 
and Woody Herman, begin- 
March 24, prior to Frank 
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, 
N. J.. where he ovens for two weeks 
None of the bands mull- 
ing such work, however, is likely 
to devote more than a week or so to 
it at a time because of transporta- 
tion difficulties. 

An idea of the money available to 
name-hungry one-night stands is in 
the $21,500 in guarantees Dorsey has 
for his six days. 


Erskine Hawkins, 4-F 


spring 


ning 


Erskine Hawkins. N eade- 
er 4-Fed at the N. Y. induction cene 
ter s€veral mont ago, wa ‘ led 
last week and inducted by the Army. 
He's the first Negro name leader to 
20 into service 

When Hawkins is called his band 
will be ta®en over by vocalist Jimmy 
Mitchell. Latter did the jvrie on 
Hawkins’ recording of “Cherry,” his 
heaviest seller, and it’s thought his 
name has sufficient b.o. value due 


to this to assume leadership. 


° 
N.Y. Biltmore Involved 
| In Social Security Raps 
| Biltmore hotel, N. Y.. is involved 
in a situation with the Treasury De- 
periment oVer unnaid social security 
sums. Hotel executives won't talk 
about it, but .hey have been check- 
| ing the various talent agencies the 
| past week or so in an effort to con- 
|tact bands ard acts which played 
there over the past two years, in an 
endeavor to clear up the situation. 

Treasury, according to the AFM, 


Billie Holliday, singer, signed to} has assessed the Biltmore an undis- 


record for-World Transcriptions. 


closed sum. 
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5 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending March 4) 


Besame Mucho...... Melody lane 
Shoo Shoo Baby..........Leeds 
Don't Sweetheart Me. .Advanced 
No Love, Nothin’.......Triangle 


Ws Want Sentimental 
Numbers, Says Berlin; 


Pension Fund Affair 


. St. Louis, March 7. 
Annual pension fund concert of the 
| St. Louis symph orch Friday (3) in 
{the Henry W. Kiel auditorium with 
beer, pretzels, hot dogs, hamburgers, 
etc.. served to the audience brought 


most successful shindig in the history 


and 55c. 

‘Mairzv’ Floors Him Circus atmosphere prevailed and 

the Coon Creek Boys, a hillbilly out- 

| ; Washington, March 7. | fit from a local radio station vied for 
Irving back from London, lapproval with the regular symph 


jsavs that the American GI ts getting 
ithe war songs he wants--something 
sentimental about home and _ love. 
land that he prefers this to the more 
| martial tunes of the last war. Ber- | 


arrived” in Washington 
last week following 11 weeks) 
lwith the stage version of “This Is 
the Army” in England, delivered a 
conference in the Pentagon 
'Bidg. which was a one-man show. 
| He sang his new number, “My Brit- 
Buddy" and = admitted that 
|“Mairzy Doats” just about floored 
him 

| “Maybe.” he told the newspaper- | 


men. “the so-called sloppy, sent- | 
mental songs that are being sung 
| reflect what the boys feel. The boys 
like sentimental songs They deti- 
nitely do not like bragging, flag- 
waviltg songs. 

“After all, a war song is only a 
|song popular during the war, and 
!who are these soldiers? They're just 
civilians in uniforms.” Of  .aairzy 
Doats.” Berlin commented Wryly: “I 
leave for a couple of months and 
they change the whole form of song 
writing.” 


NO DEAL YET ON $B 
WITH COLUMBIA PICTS 


Columbia Pictures’ deal with Sha- 
piro-Bernstein, under which the lat- 
| ter was negotiating to set Up a sub- 


sidiary company to publish Columbia 
film scores, is still incomplete. Mean- 
i while, S-B has taken the score of 
ithe forthcoming Kay Kyser-Colum- 
| bia picture for release through its 
own fjrm. Tunes are “There Goes } 
That Song Again.” “You Make Me 
Dream Too Much,” “Poor Little 
Rhode Island” and three others, all } 
by Julie Stvne and Sammy Cahn. 

Reason for the delay of negotia- 
t.ons are vague, and Shapiro execu- ; 
tives won't discuss it. 


’ 

Vogel Denies ‘Someone 
Infringement Charge 
Denying charges of infringement 
of the song. “Someone Thinks of 


Someone,” the Jerry Vogel Music 


| Co., Inc., filed answers and a counter- 


| claim, last weck in N. Y. federal 
|} court, to the Fred Fisher action. At 
i the same time Vogel filed notice for 
| the examination of Anna _ Fisher, 
| head of the plaintiff corporation for 
March 14, and Eli Oberstein, an ex-! 
ecutive, for March 21 

Vogel charges that since renewal | 


|} right to “Someone” was obtained in 
| 1933, Fisher has published sorg and | 
righ attempts to convert renewal 


rights to “Someone” for its own use | 
ind to deprive Leonor Dunn, legal | 

|co-owner of the song, of her | 
|of the royalties. Miss Dunn is tie | 
next of kin of one of the composers, 
Ed Gardenier, who died before re- | 
|newal rights were obtained. Vogel | 
iclaims that rights were assigned to | 
| 


him. 


Mac Green Missing 3 
ro 
Days; Found in Hosp.. 
Mac Green, former publisher and | 
now contact man with Lincoln Myu-! 
| sic. was missing for three days last | 
| week. finally being found in Roose-| 
| velt hospital, N. Y. He remembers | 
only striking his head in a bus. 
Green had started to work for Lin-| 
coln Music the day he disappeared. | 
He is said to be fully recovered and| 
is to resume work this week. 


Abe Glaser With Ford 

Abe Glaser, member of the staff of 
Remick Music, one of the Warne1 
firms, joins Sam Wigler’s Ford Music 
Co., as a partner. He was with Rem- 
ick seven years. 

Eli Oberstein, head of Classic Rec- 
ord Co., who started Ford several 
months ago with the backing of a 
five-year contract affiliating the firm 
with BMI, withdrew from its opera- 
tion last week. 

Lewis Gruenberg, composer, is su- 
pervising recording of “American 
' Miracle” score at Metro. 


| tooters who were batoned by Charles | 


| O'Connell, former head of Artists 


St. L. Symph Has Biggest Burke-Van Heusen Firm 


'out a paying mob of 7,100 for the! 


of the organization. Prices were $1.10) 


To Publish New Crosby 
Score As Co.’s Initialer 


New Burke-Van Ucusen publish- 
|ing firm got the score of the new 
Bing Crosby film, “Going My Way.” 
to start it in business, taking the 


q 
tunes from Famous Music, which 
| had been assigned the numbers. Fz- ! 


mous is owned by Paramount, which 
produced the film, but Crosby also 
has a publishing deal with Buddy 
*Morris, who is backing the new firm. 
| Burke and Van Heusen wrote the 
new score. 


Last-minute switch found Famous 
already preparing to print copies of 


and Repertoire of RCA-Victor and | the tunes and all work begun in this 
Viadimir Golschmann, the orch’s| direction has been turned over 


| to 


| maestro, new outfit. 


For 50 years the Marks Hit Tree 
has been flourishing. Last year 
it certainly produced a whopper 
of a crop in “Paper Doll.” Now 
the sturdy old tree yields a golden 
harvest again in 


Music by Lyric by 
BUDDY BERNIER 


From Pamona to Paducah to 
Palm Beach, on the Nation’s Air 
Waves and Platters, from coast 
to coast, and now on the 


HIT PARADE 


586 
‘ 
33 
20. 155 


E. B. MARKS’ 
Important New Book 
“They All Had Glamour” 
Is To Be Published 
March 20th by 


Julian Messner Inc. 


‘ 


. EDWARD B. MARKS MUSIC. CORPORATION 
RCA BUILDING RADIO CITY. NEW YORK FRANK HENNIGS, Gen: Prof. Mgr. 
STAVIN, RED DEMPSEY 

651 Cosmo Sf. 
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» SHOWBOAT * SWEET ADELINE * ROBERTA» SALLY * CAT AND THE FIDDLE » SITTING PRETTY [is | 


TMARTRE 


Columbia’s fosthcoming 
= = Technicolor Production 


ON 


(Starving RITA HAYWORTH ail GENE KELLY) 


these glorious by 


KERN 


‘LONG AGO’ 


(And Far Away) 


THING 


WAY FOR 


“COVER GIRL" 


IRA GERSHWIN 


Published by CRAWFORD MUSIC CO. 
NEW YORK + DETROIT - CHICAGO - LOS ANGELES 


NNV * V SAVH * JIG GO09 * USAIN NOA* ACAL ONY HONNE *SWIL ONINdS SSIW *HVLA TYID JH 


GOOD MORNIN’ DEARIE * LEAVE IT TO JANE * STEPPING STONES * THE SIREN * HITCHY KOO * LOVE O’MIKE * THE GIRL FROM 


* SUNNY * NIGHT BOAT * OH LADY LADY » OH BOY * MUSIC IN THE AIR * HEAD OVER HEELS 


BILL/LOVELY TO LOOK THE LAST TIME | SAW PARIS./ WHY DO:1 LOVE YOU, SHE DIDN'T SAY YES 
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Ballots Mailed for ASCAP Election 
Of Writer-Publisher Board Members 


with the help of a BMI contract. 


Ballots are in circulation for the | ) 
Writers nominated for the board 


election of writer and publisher 


members of the board of directors! consist of Peter DeRose, Milton 
of ASCAP. They were mailed last | Drake, Ned Washington, Jesse 
week and are returnable before | Greer, J.C. Johnson, Stanley Adams, 


Otto Harbach and 


March 19, or 10 days before ASCAP’s L. Wolfe Gilbert, 
Within this group- 


annual membership meeting March Richard Rodgers. W 
29 ling the electioneering is hot 


| Gilbert has been one of the out- 
ce for the four publisher | ¥ 
/standing opponents of the Society's 


point plan for writer classification, 
manned by Max Mayer and includ-| Which has not yet been one 
ing Lou Levy and John Senspach. | effect. due to the bitter 
are Leo Talent, Eli Oberstein, Bill | writer opposition it has wre . 
Luckenbauer and Willard Sniffin.| Standard writers nomin: gt AP: 
They oppose Jack Robbins, Jack Deems Taylor, president of A 


Douglas Moore and Sigmund Spaeth. 
Members of the writers’ nominat- 


= ing committee were Eddie Delange, 
Of that group Oberstein’s nom- | Sammy Stept, Charles Tobias, Jack 


{nation is unusual; he is a partner | Wolff, Herman Hupfeld and Al Kauf- 
in Fisher Music, an ASCAP firm. / man. 


It possibly.explains Oberstein’s 
cent withdrawal from Ford Music, al 


publishing house he recently set up LARRY HART TRIBUTE 


INN. Y. GROSSES 66 


grossed about 
(5) at the Ma- 
jestic theatre, N. Y.. where ASCAP’s 
“Tribute to Larry Hart” 
stc~-d by headline entertainers rep- 
resenting all phases of show busi- 
ness. Outstanding hits of Rodgers- 
Hart were played and sung by the 
guest names. Former Mayor James 
J. Walker emceed. 

Co-sponsored by the American 
| Theatre Wing, affair’s proceeds go to 
the Armed Forces Master Records, 
Inc., which will use the money to 
‘furnish army camps with recorded 
_musical libraries, 


Top Tunes for Your Books 
An All-Time Favorite 


SOUTH 
AMERICAN 
WAY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


Published by 
Harms 


house 
night 


A capacity 
$6,000 Sunday 


show was 


"Sensational Song 


since | 


Col. Defers to Rival 
Co. on Robeson After 


Wrangle on Release 


Columbia Records released to Key- 
note Recording Co. this week a 
platter made for the latter by Paul 
Robeson and which started a dispute | for years have tried to warn against 
between the two companies last/the activities of song “sharks,” are 
week. Keynote made the disc, a re-| watching with interest a government 
Russian national 


Hollywood, March 7. 
Legitimate song publishers, who 


cording of the R ; move, through the office of postal 
anthem, at Columbia’s Leiderkranz | authorities, to stamp out the business 
studio in N. Y., with permission of | o¢ “mail order publishers.” 


Columbia Broadcasting System and Phoney publishers, who bill ama- 
without the knowledge of its record- i 


ing affiliate. 
When Keynote officials sought to Jerry Johnson Replaces 
Baker at Robbins Music 


pick up the master of the disc, which 
Columbia expects it to use for mar- 
keting retail pressings, Columbia of- 
ficials refused to release it. Robeson Jerry Johnson has been named 
is under contract at Columbia and| professional manager of Robbins 
the company couldn't see its way! Music, in place of Murray Baker, 
clear to helping record one of its} who shifted to the professional mgr. 
own artists for another outfit when;spot with the new Burke- Van 
Heusen firm set up by Buddy Morris. 
Johnson hes been with Robbins 
several years, previously having 


it is not recording the artist itself. 
However, a clause in Robeson’s Co- 

been professional manager of ABC 
Music. 


lumbia contract allows him to work 
elsewhere in certain instances, and 
so Columbia finally acceded. 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes 


on the networks for the 


week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Feb, 28-March 5, from 5 p.m. | 


to 1 a.m., is made up of tunes with 10 or more plugs. 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there 
are ties, accounting for a longer list). The compilations embrace the 
NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual Networks, as represented by WEAF, WABC, 
WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by Accurate Report- 
ing Service, regular checking source of the music publishing industry. 


TITLE PUBLISHER 
A Lovely Way to Spend Eve—i“Higher and Higher” .Crawford 
And Suddenly It’s Spring—7“Lady In the Dark”.......... Famous 
By the River of Roses ......... .... Shapiro 
Goodnight Wherever You Afe.. Shapiro 
I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink—?7* ‘Higher and T. B. Harms 
Is My Baby Blue Tonight ........ Broadway 
Journey To a Star—7‘ ‘Gang’: “All 
Music Stopped—7;“Higher and Higher” .Robbins 
My Heart Tells Me—;“Sweet Rosie O'Grady” ............ . Bregman 
No Love No Nothin—t“Gang’s All Triangle 
So Goednight—t“Hya Sailor” 
Someday Meet You Again—7" Passage Marseilles’ ...Witmark 
Speak Low—*“One Touch of Venus” ......... .Chappell 
Take It Hasy—t"2 Sisters and a Sallor”... Santly 
When They Ask About You ....... Berlin 


You're the Dream, I’m the Dreamer. 


+ Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 


Sono ‘Shark’ Racket Under P. 0. 
Probe on Coast for Using Mails 


teur composers of inillions of dollars 
annually, have had a field day in the 
past two years, since the search be- 
gan for the “great war song.” They 
spread their advertisements through 
national magazines, periodicals, daily 
newspapers and rural journals, citing 
glowing overnight successes that can 
be achieved by the amateur song 
writer. They solicit compositions 
and lyrics, representing themselves 
as bona fide publishers. Then the 
sucker springs and the trap snaps. 


ASCAP has conducted a campaign 
for years to warn the publie against 
song sharks. They point out methods 
of operation as compared to those of 
the honest firms doing business. Not 
only do legitimate publishers never 
ask a fee from a songwriter — it is 
their business to pay for songs—but 
they never solicit, through the mail 
or any advertising medium, the 
works of amateurs. 

A more than proportionate share 
of the firms under investigation by 
postal officials are located in Holly- 
wood. The address carries an aura 
of glamour to the dreamers in the 
hinterlands, and the sharks know it. 


List represents the | 


Paramount Pictures 


and ALL other picture studios 
use this 3x5 VISUAL record of 
song hits of over 100 publish- 
ers, plus old) favorites, In- 
cludes lend sheet and lyrics of 
chorus. Samples free, 


TUNE-DEX 


New York 19 


1619 Broadway 


Morton Gould's 


INSTRUMENTAL SENSATION 


FAVORITE OF A NATION 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 Broadway, New York 
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Dance Or blade _ 
Published by WILL ROSSITER, 173 W. Madison St., CHICAGO 
| Great Seasonal Song and Owe of the Season's Gest 
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unemployment 


Would Nix ‘Contractor’ Status on Acts: 
Now Angling for 50-50 Tax Deal 


Status of vaude and nitery per-@ 


formers in relation to withholding, 
social security and unemployment 
compensation taxes, which was 
thought to be temporarily settled by 
last week's ruling declaring them to 
be independent contractors, has 
again been thrown into the wran- 
gxiing stage. American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists last week protested the 
ruling to the Internal Revenue Office 
seeking instead a blanket exemption 
of 50% for expenses and the pay-as- 
you-go nick to be deducted from the 
balance. 

Mortimer S. Rosenthal, who con- 
ferred with BIR officials last week, 
argued such a ruling would harm 
variety performers as employee. sta- 
tus would be to their ultimate bene- 
fit since they would be included in 
the purview of social security and 
compensation laws. 
By placing acts in the independent 
contractor category, they would be 
deprived of the benefit of that legis- 
lation. 

Rosenthal said there was no in- 
dication of the results of this protest, 
but declared that the United States 
Supreme Court ruling on the Hearst 
case would go a long way in deter- 
mining the final status of acts. 

The Hearst case, aired before the 
highest court Feb. 10, will rule on 
whether newsboys are employees of 
the newspaper or independent con- 
tractors. Rosenthal declared that so- 
cial security agency officials have an 
angle which ties up the similarity be- 
tween newsboys and_ performers. 
Spokesmen at the social security 
office in New York were unable to 
define that relationship. 

It has been previously expressed 
by Internal Revenue spokesmen in 
Washington that the findings in the 
Hearst case would help determine 
he final status of variety performers. 
Last week's ruling is temporary and 
may be reversed when the final de- 
cision is promulgated. 


Richardson Suit Settled 


; Breach of contract suit for $10,000 
instituted by Frank Wagner against 
Peggy Richardson, a singer formerly 
at nitery, Tumble Inn. 
Ridgewood, L. I, has been settled 


out of court. Wagner charged 
singer ran out on a 12-week con- 
tract last September. 


Versatility in Rhythm 


KEN 
KENNEDY 


On Tour for USO 


Overseas 


Broadway’s Youngest 


Producer-Designer 


JOE CROSBY 


Louise’s Monte Carlo 
New York City 


Second Year 


| before the Philly AGVA local. when 


| 


of the Joe Glaser office, who claims 


‘Ice-Capades’ Terrif 
65Gs on St. Paul Week 


St. Paul, March 7. 
“Tce-Capades” finished to terrific 
$65,000 at St. Paul Auditorium for 
six nights and two matinees. 
This is new high record for any 


ice show's single week in Twin 
Cities, made possible by fact that 
Auditorium’s seating capacity is 


nearly 9,000 compared to 4,500 at 
Minneapolis Arena where “Ice 
Follies” plays its annual engagement. 
The $65,000 represents a larger 
gross than “Ice-Capades” drew in 17 
days at same stand last season. 


AGVA Yanks Faye 
Out of Unit In 


Commission Brawl 


Don’t Tell Pooch 


A dog’s vaude value was 
described by an assistant circuit 
booker, in a recent report to his 
chief. The analogy between ca- 
nine and master wasn't at all 
flattering to the former. 

The assistant booker reported 
thinly on the act: “This is a man 
and dog act. If the dog had any 
brains, he’d do a single.” 


N. Y. Niteries 
Boff Biz Curbs 
Tax Hike Worry 


Terrific business in New York 
|niteries despite the Lenten season, 
indicates operators of major niteries 
have nothing to fear with applica- 
tion of the 30° cabaret tax which 
goes into effect April 1. They say that 
|if Lent didn’t stop the heavy busi- 
i ness, then the 30°, hike won't. 
Ropes are up in nearly all Stem 
and east side niteries. In fact the 


Joey Faye, comic, was forced out) Latin Quarter, last week, registered 
of the “Fun for your Money” cafe} the biggest seven-day period in its 


unit because of placement 
American Guild of Variety 
unfair list last week. Charges against 
Faye were brought by Matty Rosen. 


$450 commissions were due him. 

Action was taken after all attempts | 
at settlement failed, and came after | 
Faye failed to show up at a hearing 


outfit was playing at the Walton 
Roof. 

Unit opened without Faye at the 
Latin Quarter, Fall River, Mass., 


Sunday (5). 


on the} history, 


chalking up $42,000. About 


Artists} $7,500 was taken in Saturday night. 


around, 
they 


With that 
operators have 


much money 
little to fear, 


| say. 


Mortimer S. Rosenthal, who re- 
the midwest in which he discussed 
effects of the measure, said that all 
operators queried will continue with 
floorshows for a trial period lasting 
60 days from April 1. By that time, 
they feel, the effects of the tax will 
be known. 

Should many cafes drop floor- 
shows, AGVA feels that part of the 
talent employment slack will 


LESTER-BLOOM MIXUP 
TO BE ARBITRATED 


Contract dispute between Buddy 
Lester, nitery comic, and Cy Bloom, 
operator of the Club Charles, Balti- 
more, will be decided by a three-|} 
man court of arbitration, it was de-| 
cided last week. Decision was 
reached after representatives of} 
AGVA and Bloom were unable to 
reach a settlement agreement grow- 


ing out of Bloom’s charge that Les- | 
ter has defualted on a contract call-| 


ing for him to open at the Club 
Charles on Feb. 22. 
According to Bloom. Lester as- 


serted that he would be unable to 
fulfill contract because he faced im- 


minent induction into the Army. 
Confirmative proof, however, from 
| Lester’s local draft board was not 


shown, Bloom conténds. 

AGVA informed Bloom's N. Y. 
representative that it would guar- 
antee Lester's appearance at the 


Club Charles but was informed that} 


taken up by vauders. Many houses 
now on a Straight film policy, they 
say, would like to inaugurate stage- 
shows. but are discouraged by lack 
of talent. 
more houses will resume live enter- 
tainment. 
Tax Law Defined 


Interpretation of the definition of 


Of the chorines hung arour 


Joe Frisco Bows Out Of 


AGVA to Invoke 30 Shows-a-Week 


For Acts on Tour, 


N. Y. Houses Later 


Miller Denies Stranding, 
Says All Were Paid Off 


Irvin C. Miller, stager of the unit. 
|“Born to Swing,” disclaims respon- 
‘sibility for its ‘nature fc' 
Philly two weeks ago. 
Miller says unit was owned by 
Vrown Productions and that he had 
no financial interest whatsoever in) 
the venture. He had been calied in 
to stage it. He added that Max | 
Wax, one of the owners of the Lin- | 
coln theatre, held half interest in 
the show. It folded on his orders. 
Miller further denies that troupe 
had been stranded, since salaries 
were paid on day show closed. Some 
When it 
stranding 


“xg in 


thinking it might reopen. 
didn't they pulled the 


| squawk, 


18, N.Y., After Row 
And Into 51 Across St. 


Dispute last week between Joe 


| Frisco and boniface Freddie Lamb 
cently returned from a trip through | 


of the 18 Club found the comic out; 
of the floor show at the 52nd street, 


| 


| 
| 


| 


With more acts available, | 


| numbers racket!” 


Soon, 
| 1, to start working in “Atlantic 


remained on display out front. 
Frisco jumped to the Harrington- 
Hyers production at Club 51, across 
the street, during the interim where 
he performed without outside bill- 


spot although his picture and billing | 
| 


be | ing. 


Situation was summed up by the 
ad libbing comic as follows: “I'm 
billed at the ‘18; I lounge around, 
‘21’ and I'm working at ‘51.’ Now 
I'm afraid Mayor LaGuardia will) 
order me picked up for being in the! 


Frisco is slated to leave for Coast 
He’s due on Repub lot, April 


a cabaret in relation to application | City.” 


of the hike in 30°. nitery taxes is 
causing many headaches. As de- 
fined by the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue, “A roof garden or cabaret 
shall include any room in any hotel, 
restaurant, hall or other public place 
where music or dancing privileges 
or any other entertainment, except 
instrumental or mechanical music 
alone, is afforded the patrons in con- 
nection with the serving or selling of 
food, refreshments or merchandise.” 

Definition is broad enough to in- 
clude all except those which 
have wired or juke box music and 
where bands perform and no dancing 


permitted. 


spots 


or singi ng is 


Little Rock Niteries 
Impose Own Curfew 


Bloom is no longer interested in| 
having comic fill the engagement, 
desiring instead a cash settlement 
of $2,400. 

Lester, who is drawing $1,000 a 
week at the Latin Quarter, Chi- 
| cago, contracted for Baltimore aate 
about a year ago, when he was 


drawing $300 per. His weekly sal- 
ary at the Club Charles was to have 


been $600, representing a $300 in- 
crease over the original contract 
| agreement, in consideration of his 


| growing popularity. 


| Lester, 


Comic, who is the brother of Jerry 
has petitioned his 


| board for a second physical €xam- 


ination. it is understood, claiming 


a neuropathic ailment. 


Belle Baker Signed For 


Republic’s ‘Atlantic City’ 


ith Re- 


nent in 


Belle Baker has signed w 


public Pix for an_= assign 
“Atlantic City.” 


draft | 


To Frustrate Cops 

Little March 7. 
Recent visits by state police plant- 
ed fear in the minds of operators of 


tock, 


} 


hot night spots and their elaborate 
casinos, which are as much a part 
of the racing season here as the 
horses, have been closed for an in- 
definite period. 

Fearing that Governor Adkins’ 
state cops would pay their clubs a 
visit during the evening and destroy 
| their expensive layouts, operators of 
Club Belvedere. Southern Club and 
Avalon. the iesort’s leading 1 > 
decided to take a deep cut in 
nue, and closed their annexes t 
pacity crowds Saturday night. Many | 
of the patrons, intent on taking a 
fling at the gambling tables, were 
unabl+ to understand why the casi- 


She reports to the Coast April 15. 


NOW ON 


PERSONAL 


Fast—Billy 


PROFESSOR BACKWARDS 


TOUR WITH 


“GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS” 


Thanks to My Boss 
GEORGE WHITE 
MANAGEMENT 


HARRY GREBEN 
54 West Randolph Street, Chicago 


Broadway, New York 


ahead of last vear. 


nos 


were closed. 


The decision to keep the gambling | 


rooms closed proved to be a 
one, for state police visited the clubs, 
but went away empty handed. 

A dice table at the Reno 
midtcwn bookmaking and gambling 


wise | 


| 
Club, 


joint, was found operating ful] blast | 
\ 
by the state police, and was chopped 


‘to pieces, and the operators were ar- 


rested on charges of operating a 


gambling house. 


Attendance at the 
meeting. as well as 


present 

betting, is 
Attendance dur- 
‘ing the first week was 28.946 as 
‘compared with attendance of 21,939 
during the first week in 1943. 
ting during the first week 
;an all-time high for one 


$1,534,288. 


race | 
far | 


Bei- 
reached | 
week of. 


Current 


* American Guild of Variety Artists 


has launched a drive to lower the 
tiumber of shows a performer may 
do during a week’s engagement at 
vaude houses. Matt Shelvey, national 
AGVA administrator, declared union 
vill compel bandleaders hiring per- 
tormers for package shows to adhere 
to a 30 show per week policy on the 
road. 


Shelvey claims acts are now doing ° 


an indeterminate number of perform- 
ances because of booking methods. 


| Bandleaders going into vauders on 


percentage arrangement, are doing 
any number of shows to up their 
take. The acts he claims, don’t share 
in the orch leaders’ prosperity. He 
hopes to put in the 30-show limit 
with pro-rata for shows over that 
number. 


Drive indicates AGVA will also 


| attempt to reduce the 36 show limit, 


now in effect in New York houses. 
pact with circuit vauders 
expires next year and that clause 
will most likely not be renewed. 

Shelvey believes AGVA is strong 
enough to teke action on this matter. 
He added that band vocalists who 
are not members of the American 
Federation of Musicians, will alse 
come within the 30-show limit. 

His stand parallels that of the 
AFM which several years ago placed 
a 30-show limit on bands in theatres 
for musicians working for scale. 


BOOKINGS STALLED IN 
COCKTAIL CIRCUITS 


Los Angeles. March 7. 

Night club and cocktail unit booke- 
ers are holding off on future come 
mitments. waiting for publie reac- 
tion to the new 30-percent tax on 
entertainment spots, which goes inte 
effect on April 1. 

Contracts past April 1 have grown 
skimpy in comparison with previous 
advance bookings. Fear is that many 
clubs will drop their flesh shows if 
the check-bite tax interferes too se- 
ricously with business. 


PAUL 
JERRY MAHONEY 


AND HIS NOT- 
SO-DUMMY PAL 


| KNOCK OW Wood, 


VENTRO-MIMIC 
COMEDIAN 


CERTAINLY HAVE arrivepb!!!!!!! 


Stars of the PAUL WINCHELL-JERRY MAHONEY show, Mon- 
days, 9:30 P.M. (Mutual-Coast to Coast) . . . Paramount 


Theatre, New York .. . Chez 


Paree, Chicago . . . Biltmore 


Bowl, Hollywood . . . Radio City Music Hall . . . and on 


and on...! 


MANAGEMENT-COUNSEL 


GOLDFARB, MIRENBURG, 
RADIO CITY 


Bookincs WM. MORRIS AGENCY, Inc. 


RKO BLDG. «+ 
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Tap Room Owners (Not Patrons) 


March 7. 
new 


Pittsburgh, 


Tap rooms must absorb the 


Mpls. Niteries Mull 


taxes imposed by the recently-en- 

acted federal revenue law, which | 

becomes effective April 1, district - 

office of the OPA stated here last Minneapolis, March 7. 

week. Price-control attorneys said) Operators of so-called stage ana 

ceilings on distilled spirits will not theatre bars claim that by cutting 
all announcing, singing and acting 


be raised to permit liquor licensees 


to pass the tax on to the public. Nor and retaining instrumental music 
may licensees reduce the size of only their trade classification be 
drinks, it was added. comes “dead music” and is not sub- 
Ruling stipulated that hotels, Ject to any tax, not even the pres- | 
cafes, restaurants and other licensed ©™' % - | If this interpretation 1s 
allowed, it’s indicated they'll elimi- 


establishments will be unable to 
raise prices to offset the $3-a-gallon 
tax increase on whisky and the $l-a- 
barrel hike on beer. 

Meanwhile, Pennsylvania State 
Liquor Control Board indicated that 
booze purchased from state stores 
would be increased in price to corre- 


nate singers and comedy and talk- 
ing acts and continue only with ite 
<trumentalists. 

Most leading night clubs have 
made known their intention to con- 
tinue as usual, at least until it can 
be determined what effect the 30% 
: oes bite will have on business. Several 
spond with the new tax law. establishfhents are toying with the 

lidea of splitting their places to make 


Rialto, Chi, Nixes Pix; So taxfree r charging ad- 
Retains Burley Policy 


Chicago, March 7. -AGVA LIFTS BAN ON 


Deal for Rialto theatre to switch 
to pix has been nixed and house 
will continue with current burlesque 


policy indefinitely. | Palomar theatre, Seattle, is off the 

Empress theatre, located in the, unfair list at American Guild of Va- 
busy 63rd and Halsted streets dis-| riety Artists, through pacting a 
trict. is playing with the idea of in-| minimum basic agreement calling 


for $75 weekly for principals and 
$45 for chorus for 30 shows a week. 


stalling burlesque in the fall, which 
would give the city two burly spots. 


Negotiations were completed by 


Florine Bale, national AGVA rep- 
resentative in the Hollywood local. 

House had been on the unfair list 
fo- past five weeks because of un- 
willingness to negotiate, but acts 
that had signed vontracts prior to 
| AGVA's ban were permitted to play. 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


Saranac 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 7. 

A. B. Anderson, ex-colonist and 
manager of Pontiac theatre, running 
for village trustee. 

Ben Schaffer upped for mild exer- 
cise. 

Len Grotte, Loew manager, who 
was recently upped for one meal a 
day at the Rogers, now taking spe- 
cial treatments for rheumatism. 


eae Sige “I _ Dwight C. Leeper, who did it here 
BENNY MEROFF 


one year, now sapping up Broad- 
IN HIS 


| way ozone while living at the Lambs. 
“FUNZAFIRE”’ general overhauling at the Core 
| 


Jimmy Marshall off to New York 
COMPANY nell Medical Center. 


Betty Huntington, ex-Rogerite who 


PALOMAR, SEATTLE 


Ne 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


Songs 
7 Mins. 


Petite, 
pipes and 


technique. 
ship to her 


/talent hatchery down in the Vil-| 
lace. Chiet sag spot when caught 
lat dinner show (29) singer's 
' whispering ‘announcements of her 
numbers. 

| Delivery is okay and songs are 
well chosen. “Where or When” 


pr oves stronge 
“Happine ss Is 
and “Summerti 


Glass Hat, N. 
In his first n 


current idiom, 
musical comed 


ently 
Right now, 
Byron—needs 


what he seem 


the more mo 
purposes. 
clined to be 
repertoire. 
Will Say,” is 
sents a more 
nitery floor. 


Lewis is 


biz. but whe 


(FIFTH YEAR) | cused here, now on staff of N. Y.| Dancing The show starts with the line of 
* Public Library. aN 5 Mins. 18 lookers, who give out with modes 
on Send birthday greetings to Alora | State, N. Y. of dancing, from minuet to rug-cut- 
former nitery thrush, Youthful and attractive tap danc-'! ting. And a male quartette, billed 
FOURTH WEEK tony comeback at the Will! e. working in a fetching white cos-| 45 - Bums, work ae and aggre 
S. of pop songs an ramatic bits 
GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS Barton Searfoss is a newcomer at tume, Folie Miller is doing two tap | into n laush-antting number. ‘ 
NEWPORT, KY. ithe Will Rogers. Needs that Adiron-| routines here. She has an excep-| Miriam La Velle. a shapely acro- 
dack air while having general check-}| tionally nice style and freedom of| batic dancer, breezes through okay 
— | up. motion, scoring nicely here. somersaults and spinning head 
sei Ben Nadler considerably cheered | Dancer does an engaging tap] stands. Scores heavily. A court- 
A up by surprise visit from his frau. | dance and an acro tap number. room blackout sketch follows. 
" ‘Abie’s Irish Rose” benefit | Char. One of the standouts of the bill 
{performance at the Opry House} = £—————— comes next, when the line does a 
Finishing Picture for Republic | played to S.R.O. Boys of colony who | strip tease satire 
“The Cowboy and the Senorita” lare in the service will receive gift} HARRY CARROLL and " Professor Backwards ns witl 
POLLY BAKER SSOr ackwards opens with 
OPENING MARCH 22 package from the ity some fast gags and follows with 
EL RANCHO was under aus pices of the Lions’ mi, blackboard writing in reverse while 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA | Club. he pronounces in like manner. The 
Write to those who are ill. State, N. Y. juves particularly 
jJuves particularly give him a play. 
Harry Carroll, at the piano as Masters & Rollins take over with | 
usual, has in Polly Baker an ex-/| taps, impressions, clowning and ec- 
tremely entertaining songstress who} centric hoofing. Duo ties up the 
weaves considerable novelty into | show. 

her work and even catches some} Following another blackout skit. 
laughs. She is a very personable | a jail bit based on an absent-minded 
artist and sells her numbers very | prisoner, the girls are lowered from 

well, getting the most out of them | the flies like 


OOKING 
GENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th St., N.¥.C. * BRyant 9-7800 


Miss Baker 
of tunes Car 
does 
ing way 
thrown in. 
in giving her 


bush cafe, do 
a magic bit 
As the m.c. 
specialty 
Miss Baker 
when caught. 


Songs 
8 Mins. 


This tall, 


robust voice 


in the’ low 
up in a coupl 


walk off to an 
His manner 
school, 


and “I Love 
Hayride” fo! 
chimed in on 
bers to supply 


| VIRGINIA HOPE 


Must Absorb New Hike on Liquor 


kit, 


merly Addison Randall, 
intent on a 


Cafe audiences are 


Byron is a 


“Strip Polka” 
with 
She 


show as might 


w Acts 


Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y¥. 
dusky 

looks 
Plans to Ease Tax Bite accustomed to nitery atmosphere and pjastics plant now engaged in war 
When she adds salesman- | 


Hope should | 
be a solid attraction at this Negro, paid Rosen 


has the, 
to get 


songstress 
but needs 


Miss 


st, closely followed by 
a Thing Called Joe” | 
ime.” Concert- trained | 


soprano encored w ith “Embraceable | 
You.” 

Eddie Haywood, spot’s pianist- 
maestro, ivories the song session. 

Donn. 

ALAN BYRON 
Singer 
10 Mins. 


itery date Alan Byron | 


indicates promise for not only the 


but also vaudeville, 
y and pictures. For- 
he’s appar- 
“new” career. 

Byron—and let it be 
schooling in rostrum 


deportment. He has a strong bari- 
tone of the operetta type, and his 
choice of tunes, like “Old Man 
River” and “Chloe,” are typical of 


ingly likes to do, but 


it would be best if he switched to 


idiom for cafe 
in- 
the former 


dern 


blase of 


His selection of “People 


done we!l and repre- 
pepular choice for a 


tall, nifty-looking 


chap, and his prematurely greying 
hair gives him a distinction that 
points up his values for the femmes. 
Kahn. 

RALPH LEWIS 
Comedian 
13 Mins. 
Glass Hat, N. Y. 

Ralph Lewis is a young comedian 
who has fine delivery but old ma-! 
terial. But he managed to get over! 


to these customers opening night. 
apparently new to 


the 


n properly schooled, 


and with the right material, he 
seems like a good bet for faster 
company. Kahn. 


FOLIE MILLER 


opens 
roll has written, then 
in a very divert- 
some extra lyrics 
has a unique stint 
impression of a floor- 


NORMAN LAWRENCE 


La Martinique, N. Y. 


nicely groomed baritone 
shows considerable promise with a 
and pleasing delivery. 
However, he apparently lacks ability 
to fully control his pipes as chirpings 
cracked 
He did 
manage to make nice recoveries, 


er registers 
e of instances. 


okay hand. 
isms are of the 


with a medley | 


200 TURN OUT FOR 
AL ROSEN FAREWELL 


Al Rosen, with Loew’s for 14 years, 
the last 11 as manager of the State 
theatre on Broadway, was partied at 
Toots Shor’s, N. Y., Friday (3), by 
nearly 200 mainstemmers who fare- 
|} welled him prior to his leaving for 
| San Francisco this week to head a 


industry. 

Among those who turned out and 
tribute were James J. 
former mayor of New York, 

Alfange, gubernatorial 
for governor in the last 
Jay C. Flippen was toast- 


Walker, 
and Dean 
candidate 
election. 


| master. Also occupying the dais 
i'were Ed Sullivan, N. Y. News 


Broadway columnist; Matt Shelvey, 
national administrator of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists; Marine 
Set. Barney Ross, Louis Sobol, N. Y. 
Journal-American columnist, and Ed 
Douglas, Rosen’s successor at the 


State. 

Rosen was presented with $300 in | 
cash and in addition Toots Shor} 
tossed in a personal gift of a $100 | 
war bond. 


‘McKechnie Pays Chorus 
Claims Vs. ‘Cover Girls’ 


Affairs of the aefunct vaude unit, 
“Cover Girls,” produced by Jim Mc- 
Kechnie, former manager for Earl 
Carroll, have been partially wound 
up with paymant of $779 to the cho- 
rus. 

American Guild of Variety Artists 
claimed that four days’ pay was due 
the cast because of improper no- 
| tice. McKechnie’s agreement with 
| AGVA called for notice of one week 
on the first day of the work week. 
Instead McKechnie posted the notice 
several days late. Payoff included 
salary for a Christmas eve midnight 
show. 


Unit Review 


Geo. White's “Seandals’ 
(TOWER, K. C.) 
Kansas City, March 3. 

George White's “Scandals,” with 
Masters & Rollins, Ming, Ling & 
Hooshee, Prof. Backwards, Miriam 
La Velle, Al Klein, Eddie Nelson, 
Sam Lewis, Line (18): Tower Orch 
/ (9); “Sing a Jingle” (U). 

The name of George White gains 
much luster in the wake of the 1944 
edition of his familiar “Scandals,” 
an even hour of solid entertainment. 


Smartly staged and with the most! 
attractive 1 seen in a George | 
White prodiciion in recent years, | 


current version combines essentials | 


into a bill which has what it takes. 


AGVA Pact For 
Walters Revue 


Lou Walters, operator of the Latin 
Quarter cafes in New York and 
Miami, who is entering the legit 
type variety revue field, signed a 
minimum basic agreement to cover 
his forthcoming production, “Slap- 
Happy,” with the American Guild of 
Variety Artists, Monday (6). 

Pact calls for a maximum of 15 
shows weekly with $85 for principals 
and $55 for chorus while in New 
York, and $60 on the road. 

Opening date house for 
show was to have been determined 
at a conference with the Shuberts, 
yesterday (Tuesday). Current plans 
call for a preem in New Haven or 
Boston around April 8, and will 
come into New York in May. 

Recent cast additions are Beatrice 
Kay and Pat Rooney. Others lined 
up are Chico Marx, Renee De Marco, 
Jay C. Flippen and Gene Sheldon. 


Drake with Fredericks 


Harry Drake, former Boston agent, 


has joined Frederick Besos. New 
York cafe department. 
He succeeds Jack Edwards. who 


reports to the Navy, March 10. 


paratroopers for an 


exhibition drill. In white uniforms | 


and wooden guns, they go through | 
some snapny maneuvers which win | 
them a nice round of plaudits. 

Ming. Ling & Hooshee, three Chi- | 


nese entertainers play and sing. Girl | 


be found in a Flat-| opens with “Fuddy Duddy Watch- | 

ing an m.c., a chorine,| maker” a la Betty Hutton. Then the | 
and hot song number.) trio goes hillbilly, with “Red River | 
she also offers a vocal} Valley.” Close this with an effective | 
designed for light laughs.| Sinatra and Crosby rib. 
scored very _Strongly For a finale, the girls do a “Sood | 
Char. | night” strip to the tune of “Let’s | 


Standees at first night show. 


| Put Out the Lights.” 
| Earl. 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE ROVS IN SCOTLAND 


WILLIE SHORE 


‘ersonal Management: 


AL BORDE 


10 
ATHR\ 


ATHRYN 


DUFFY 


GIRLS 


THE TOP ALL-GIRL 
DANCING UNIT 


AVAILABLE THROUGH YOUR 
AGENT 


Overseas for USO Since Jan. 
'43—Now Touring British Isles 


FRED LIGHT 


Dir.: PHIL COSCIA 


Composer of “I'm 


swoon | 
but his selection of numbers 
belie any attempt to cash in on the | 
current vogue. 


Did Be Around” 
You” from “Mexican Currently 

‘the production num- CLUB ROYALE, 


vocal background. 


Jose 


Per. 


HARRY CARROLL 


Always Chasing Rainbows” 
“Trail of the Lonesome Pine” 


Charming Comedienne 
Singing Their Own Songs 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 


Address—6104 Whitsett Ave., No. Hollywood, Cal. 


and 


BAKER 


DETROIT, Next 
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of excellent “Arsenic and Old Lace.” ! 
in repeat dates, have been so Ra nt that when it registers a | 


Reports 


} 


especialiv 


business on the road of 


week in the operating red hee unusual, That occurred when the laugh | London, Feb. 4 
show played a string of one-nighters on the southern portion of the eastern | ‘ns ' Reginald 
seaboard, and the statement for the week ending Feb, 26 saw “Arsenic Reckwith, Presented Linnit & Dunte 
$33.70 in the red. ! and Nerman Marsta Ltd; directed 

» i } « | by Now AParsha \ Wyndham’s the- 
Explained that unusual expenses were met, such as $1,300 for extra ; 
advertising and $1,375 for railroad fares and hauling. The show's payroll | lovee Barbour 
is $4.450 weekly, somewhat high than usual for a straight play. Cast | » Ferguson, ..ccocesces Pau ne Latte 
fs headed by Bela Lugosi, who replaced Boris Karloff some weeks ago, als 
takings being unaffected by the change in leads. Winifrel Tin 
‘Arsenic’ cut up another melon by the way, the disbursement last month | Mr. Fergus 7 
amounting to $28,800. That represented the profit for three months. Laugh + Sache Meriel Fort 
Show is still on Broadway, too tHudson), having entered its fourth year | Lady Daubeny. ie Susan Richmond 
i ir Mi : Francis Waring 
around the first of the year, | Irs. °° 
Recently W. J. Kelly. who is appearing in “The Doughgirls.” Lyceum, Looks as if Wyndham’s, whe e 
r ‘vnoiti recently withdrawn “A Quiet Week- 
WN. Y.. had laryngitis and could not go on. There was a shuffle of male “Hp . 3 1} 
uri end” set a new long-run record, has 
parts and Maurice Burke was called on to play the part of a general. who another hit. “A Soldier for Christ- 
entrances once. Being a young man Burke decided to appear in a beard | jac” is not only just what the troops 
to make the part more natural. The femme leads had not been apprised | want (this goes for GI's to an even 
of that makeup, and when he appeared they screamed with laughter. The | greater extent than it does for Bril- 
balance of that performance was more or less adlibbed because of the | ish Tommies), but also is what 
breakup | Broadwayites like best when it comes 
akup, ish ‘erings *From the cigar- 
At recent matinee the total gross of “Doughgirls’ passed the | English offer 
i smoking titled woman to the Com- 
$1.000.000 mark. which sparked a celebration on the managerial end. Work | SP ay “lady.” all the female 
ilmizati |munist char “lady.” a 
on the filmization started early last week at Warners, and the possible | .oles are belly - laugh caricatures 
release date is June. Show could go through a second summer and un-! which will doubtless cause more 
derstood that Max Gordon will ask Warners to set back the release date i laughs in the U.S. than they are get- 
until early autumn. or later. iting from capacity West End audi- | 
| ences. 
1 43 Sharp and magnificently over- 
Hazards of railroad travel these days are much greate: thar anything | qrawn as are the seven women of 
the war zenes have to offer, Russ Brown, leading comie in “Something | the east. the three males get scant 
For the Boys,” believes. consideration from the author, a 
Going to Pittsburgh from Baltimore recently, Brown went into the | neweomer, Reginald Beckwith. As 
diner just before train reached Harrisburg and half an hour later con- | the private, Robert eo poate | 
ductor came through and asked for his ticket. Comedian said he was 
‘ritten role rante¢ 1e Sick 
traveling with the theatrical troupe couple of cars ahead. Conductor | Witten role. As ; 
g atric pe c le of c% up aheac ¢ luctor allure of the Cockney Naafi and a 


said there was no theatrical troupe on his train. And there wasn't either. 
Seems diner had been switched to another engine and Brown tound him- 


self on the way back to where he had just come from. 

Managed to get off at Sunbury. Pa.. sans hat. coat and baggage, and 
arrived in Pittsburgh around midnight, seven hours behind rest of the 
troupe. 

With abnormally high grosses the National theatre. Washington. is ex- | 
pected to become a 12-month stand for the duration. With no air cooling | 
and only series of fans the playhouse usually shuts down in June until | 


in 3. 


being 50° 


As the only legitimate stage 


exceplionaliy high. average weekly 


takings h 
higher 


spot ave been | 


than before the 


2ross 


|making the guest a GI 


| might 


Plays Abroad 


A Soldier for Christmas 


understandable reactions to 
a girl who declares she only sleeps 
with guys she loves (‘but I fall in 
love easy”), Beatty's failure to re- 
spond to the other girl's amorous ad- 
vances is unconvincing. This is not 
the fault of the actor: it’s the play- 
wright’s. 
Properly cast. 
ing of the Canuck 


and with a re-writ- 
role in favor of 
devoid of 
this one 
post-war 


cistinetions, 
into the 
indoubtedly 


British class 
run as tat 


Bright Boy here seems puny to that reported 
J. Heckhard and David Merrick | frequently observation posts 
production of three-tet play (two scenes) by | Near the warfronts. Most of what is 

lohn Staged by Beckbard. set- | supposed to happen occurs off stage, 

44. $3.30 and aside from Svoboda and Mary 

Carpenter | the characters impress as_ being 

Willie Lord | stock types. 

| p Dunn | ing. Adrienne Gessner, the only wom- 
| David Bennett....cccccceess Charlies Bowlby |an in the cast, is very good as Mary, 

Mien Carpenters... Ponald Ruka | She is a refugee actress with a pleas- 
- ant personality. Whitford Kane has 
William Metiuire | @ Small part, playing an imbiber who 
Pinko Kugene Ryan | aids Svoboda in dynamiting the 
Simpson | bridge. Arnold Korff, who plays an 
eJovee branklin old colonel, has had better parts, tvo, 
| he, and that goes for Frank Tweddell, as 
| There have been prep school plays | the innkeeper, plus most of the 

which achieved popularity, if not big | others. Ibee. 


(Withdrawn Saturday after play- 


| grosses, but the newest of that type 
| 


hardly qualifies to make the grade. {ing five performances. Printed for 
Like another debut last week | the record. 

(“Thank You, Svoboda”) “Bright 

Bov” has only one feminine charac- » 

iter, the male contingent being mostly Mrs. Kimball ’ resents 

juveniles of adolescent age. Scenes Ted Gerken and doe Chandler production 

are a dormitory room and an ex- | % threesact farce (four scenes) by Alonzo 


Price; staged by Price Cirker & 


| terior known as “Smoke Hill,” a spot | noinins; opened at 48th Street, N. Y., Feb, 
away from the campus. 20, SEBO top. 

| “Boy” is regarded as a comedy but | pick dastings..........05. Michael Ames 
| there aren't laughs enough to satisfy | jim Hall Shelton 
the average playgoer, Story mostly | Cynthia Lone. Mlizabech Inglise 
}concerns one Allen Carpenter and | Babs Sloan... . Joun 

land the latter a right-thinking lad. | 
| Allen starts out by indicating his in- | Connie Kinmball....... Vieki Cummings 


clination to be a heel. 


He gratuitiously 


| 

| makes loans to any schoolmate who 

ihas the shorts, the students mildly Ted Gerken and Joe Chandler 
|complaining about “losing” money. | Prousht into the 48th Street theatre 
| Latter, the bright boy, confesses to | OMe Of those hopeless comedies that 
should never have happened, 
ing involved David in the matter of | Through three tedious acts, 
a stolen watch. David defers to | “Mrs. Kimball Presents,” writ- 
Allen in the election of class presi- | ten by Alonzo Price, tries to inject 


The 


dent, who presents the other some humor into a meager plot. 


| having done the pilfering after hav- 
boys 
| 


| with their LO.U.s on the money he | S!tuetions are as unreal as the char- 
had copped from them and then) acters, with the result that the act- 
| loaned back. |} ing is stilted and of a vintage that 

Margaret. the daughter of a / even pre-dates senior high school 


in- | histrionics. Nor does Price's staging 
stinctively chosing him rather than | contribute toward the sum total. 

his scheming roommate. It is at her | It all 

urging that David upseis the watch 

charge and some other irregularities 
| wrongly blamed on him. Professor 
| McGiffin and Dr. Sewell, the head- 


| teacher, is attracted to David, 


concerns 
|; business about a 
blonde who 
Bro; 
|} gives Broadway a 
| 
| 


some nonsensical 
wealthy and allur- 
backs a show and 
new juve idol. in 


an attempt to squeeze a long-term 


| master, 


war staried. Every attraction booked this season has grossed more than | CT® ! New York a: i —- come to the hill and in kindly ; contract and bonus from the femme 
, . ; : ; : ; will in London. tones advise the boys on the right | producer in order to ge ut of 
$10,000. Phenomenal business is traced to the fact that Washington has way to think. Principal talks of wis- |; = i le Bet 
150.000 Governme nt employees, coming {rom mall to is where | ;aom and democracy, and although forced to play S 
there is no opportunity to see footlight dramas. The Druid’s Rest that may be trite. it sounds more | hush up F i own impe ndin co * 
London, Jan. 27. |authentic than most of stuff | The c 
the | riage. 1e complications that en- 
Lil Hellman’s “The Searching Wind,” which Herman Shumlin is z ' ‘F F ' ad.. & Donald Buka plays Allen. giving a jSue are as involved as they are 
producing, is the fifth drama to come from that author-manager combi- | ; 4 m ee ancseee ee lacking in comedy. It acts just as 
nation. Shumlin has been Miss Hellman’s exclusive producer. Three of the | At Si. 4 ' jan.) oart with a twisted idea of how to bad as it sounds, with the dialog 
tour previous plays were outstanding hits. First play and initial suecess ; P nes | get along. Charles Bowlby is David, Wverminable and petty. 

“The Children’s Hour,” followed by “Days to Come,” which flopped | ; , eee I i Burton | the likeable boy with something on } Vicki Cummings plays Mrs. Kim- 
fast but thereafter there were “The Little Foxes” and “Watch on the |! ‘ eoee- Brynmor Than the scholastic ball without crowing | ball With some degree of self-pos- 
Rhine.” Muy | about it. Joyce Franklin is the girl, | Session and constant fluttering of the 

x nice errough but the p: eyelids. Michael Ames ave 

Cornelia Otis Skinner, Dudley Digges. Dennis King and Barbara O'Neil | | Hughes.......006 Neil Porter | qo gh but the part isn® much. rs A portrayal of 

head the cast of “Wind.” which Lyn Evans | Carleton Carpenter. Frank Jacoby, | the juve entails litthke more than a 

Cast ind, whicn goes into rehearsal next wee 1M Way Michael Shepley | Michael Dreyfuss, Jeff Brown and | constant change double-breasted 

John Cushman are perhaps the best | suits. Arthur Margetson, as_ the 

It appears that the sale of souvenir booklets for the presently defunct Even if this was a good comedy |of the others. Liam Dunn and Ivan | juve’s roommate and co-actor. comes 

“Maid in the Ozarks” netted more profit than did the show. Booklet con-|the author's attempt. at general a oh the = directed elders. | off best in the meatiest role as he 
tained a number of sexy pictures the hillbilly manner, apparently posed | amusement for the English-speaking | and. wae poe Aare nad oOo ‘7 struggles — a much overwrit- 
for by people in the cast. No souvenir program so raw has ever been | theatregoer is marred by the unfold- | doubtful Pecting or "a a singh, monty ‘it 7 os - the cast was 
offered for lobby sale.’ | ment of the plot in Welsh, This gives ia toni ; on @ par with the script. 
At 25c. per, 1,000 booklets were sold recently when “Maid” played | &% excuse for the characters to trans- . ; — setting of a swank Sutton 
roungstown the weekly, | late it all into English. Thank You. Svoboda Place apartment was a waste of ef- 
yungstown, O., for one night and the sales often averaged 7,000 weekly. | . 
Sho was on tw for-o1 } ; wnd st tand W . > plast i it} Story is obvious, and develops so Milton Baron production of threesact fort. Rose. 
ere plastered WH | that one readily can tell what is) drama (three scenesy by Kraft, based (Withdrawn Saturday night (4) 
free tickets. shortly to follow. novel Do | after % performances.) 
Cast of eight. one set and not a fat | wuthor and Moe Hack; settings, Samuel 


The Dramatists Play Service recently 
prisoner of war in Germany telling 


received a letter 
about the 


production of “Three Men 


on a Horse” and “Room Service” by a group of prisoners for the enter- 
tainment of their comrades. The Service was also asked for scripts of 
other plays for this same group to present, and the scripts of “See My 


Lawyer,” “Love Rides the Rails,” 
others were dispatched pronto. 


‘A Slight Case of Murder” and a few 


| 
| 
| 


Mrs. Lawrence Langner, professionally Armina Marshall, lost her dog. 
Reward, announced on the radio, was four tickets for the sellout “Okla- 
homa,.” but the announcer didn't say when. Langner is a director of the | 
Theatie Guild, which produced the show at the St. James, N. Y. | 

Alternative to the ducats was $25. which the woman finder accepted, 


figuring she would be out $7.40, even if she did get the tickets 


Reported there are between 15 and 20 mistakes nightly in ticket sales 
made through Broadway agencies. Mostiy affected are hits. Errors are 
attributed to girls now used who are not initiated to usual procedure, 
so the mixups early in performances are irking house managers and treas- 
urers. Rule in agencies is that when ckets go astray aceusiill error of 


the clerks, latter must pay the face value 


Gertrude Niesen, battling a cold that had her working a dress 


rehearsal 


under wraps New Haven last week, finally cracked up the night follow- 
ing the premiere (2) of “Follow the Girls” and was unable to finish the 


Friday performance. Hurried revisions jockeyed act two into a curtailed 
routine that worked out satisfactorily. Star was back in the lineup for 
Saturday mat and evening shows with only slight deletion 

Last week the Gilbert Miller office announced a year’s stay had been 
achieved by “Harriet,” Helen Hayes starrer at the Miller, N. Y. Actually 
he show is in its 46th week. and when it concludes at the end of the 
month it will have had a total run of 50 wecks. 

“Harriet” opened March 4 last vear, but there was a summer lavoit and 
the show was dark when Miss Hayes was il! early in the fall. 

Brock Pemberton, who was on a lecture tour, fared plenty okay with 
the new trick, and his platform bookings are likely 10 be extended. He | 


receives $350 for an hour’s talk on the theatre and then answers 
from the audience, showman’s 
such intervals. 


questions 
sense of humor being in good stead during 


Cast of all-colored “Carmen Jones,” currently at the Broadway theatre 
New York, has “adopted” for the duration a Negro youngster, one Robert 
Jackson, 9, whose father was killed in England, Cast contributes monthly 
upkeep of youngster in government-sponsored school in England. 


June Knight, who returns to the stage in “Dream With Music.” was 
reported off Broadway for 12 vears but she was in the musical “Jubilee,” 


didn't do 
ywood. 


well after Mary 


procuced in 1935. That show 
walked out and went to Holly 


Boland abruptly 


from an American 
| trifling. 


}opened at Te 


the investment} 


Jolo. 


salary list makes 


Reeling Round Rio 
By PHIL DUNNING 
Rio de Janeiro, March 7. 
“Po De Mico” (“Monkey Powder”) 


Recreio. 
outstanding excepting Custodio Mes 
quita’s music. 


jsets in Rio are painted on heavy 
paper instead of canvas. Opening 
night, an offstage stand lamp fell 
}and tore the set in two. The audi- 
ence loved it 

The Osecarito-Costa show, “A 
Garota D’ Alem” ("The Little Girl 


closed a successful 
the Teatro Joao 
show, “Carni- 
val.” opened with the 
pany. It received a bad pre: 
Lina Grey. hit of “Ve 
The Bride’s Dress”), p! 

tackl Broadway. 
Ma:: Stukai 


|} recovering fi 


from Overseas’), 
two-month run at 
| Caetana. The ne 
same cCcome- 
Noi- 


anning 


stido de 


Golden Room stager, 


om a serious operation, 


Pat Miller. American crooner sing- 
ing at the Meia Noite for the past 
year and a half, planning to re- 
jturn to New York 
| Laura Suarez. one of the stars of | 
“Follies of at Casino Icarai, | 
| is considering a Hollywood offer. 
| “As Time Rll By” is seemingly 
the most popular American. tune. 
There has been vver 100 Carnival 


|songs written this year, but the real 
hit hasn't emerged. Three of 
standout sambas have been 
marked for the “King Coffee” 
due for Broadway. 

“Variety” correspondent, Wallace 
Downey, opened his new picture, 
“Abacaxi Azul” ‘“Blue Pineapple”) 
simultaneously at three leading the- 
jatres. By the fourth day he had re- 
; couped one-fourth of his production 
costs. Three days later he left for | 
the States to join the U. S. Army. 


ear- 
show, 


Most of the drops and | 


the | 


ve: opened Mansfield, N. ¥ 


» Mareh J, 
READY COAST TROUPE 
‘rane! 
mot OF GOOD NIGHT LADIES’ 
| With the record Chicago run of 
Donald |“Good Night Ladies” terminating 
Cesuner | ext week, Al Rosen and Howard 
john Rayolad | Lang are readying another company. 
Recht... Fabien |ing held there, starting in late May. 
| Private Schwatz..seeeeses .. Michael Strong | Some of the cast will be chosen in 
Veh! Bertt Hollywood, others coming from New 
Billed as a comedy. with a war | York, 
background, there isn’t much stage} “Ladies” is a tricked-up version of 
diversion here though in book form|“A -Night in a Turkish Bath.” pro- 
the story is entertaining. | duced on Broadway nearly a quur- 
Hi Kraft did much better with | ter-century ago by ‘A. H. Woods. He 
“Cafe Crown,” which served Sam | has no interest in this present ver- 
Jaffe well two seasons ago. Latter | |. ; 
has his moments, in fact he’s most | 0": 
of the show, yet there's too little fun 


in the 
Story 


slovakian 


cript for a comedian like him. 
has its locale in Czecho- 
village 


‘Children’ in Spanish 


helene whet Svoboda IS Jerry Horwin has sold the South 
the | American rights his play, “My 
| Dear Children,” which served as the 
leading citizens who patronize the | a 
place. Svoboda’s sweetheart is Mary, | last starring vehicle for the late 
a widow who deals in junk and has | John Barrymore, 
a shack where they will live when Play will be produced at the 
married, | Teatro Politeama by J. B. Cichetti 
| Mary gives him a watch she has | and L. Magiore, opening the winter 
| found. the first ticker the guy ever | season in S. A. around May. “Chil- 
| ow ned. Come the Nazis. who over- dren” was translated by Manuel Bar- 


run the town, robbing all homes. In 
a scuffle with one of the Huns. Svo- 
| boda’s watch is smashed and, being 
roused, he beats up the Nazi, kicking 


bara and will be presented by the 


Narciso Ibanez Menta company. 


him out of the house. Svoboda is : 

framecl and sent to a concentration Shows in Rehearsal 

camp. having signed a confession by 

| affixing a cross. “The Searching Wind’—Herman 
After two months the porter re- | Shumlin. 

| turns, resplendent in what to him are “Pretty Little Parlor” — John 


| fancy duds, and he has money earned 
| by doing things for other internees. 
Then he learns his savings have been 
sequestered by the Germans and de- 
cides on getting hunk “with that Hit- 
ler.” Svoboda dynamites the rail- 
|road bridge as a trainful of Nazis 
l arrive from Prague. Curtain. 
| Intent of the play is to indicate 
|how the underground in subjugated | 
European countries is roused to | 
sabotage. 


Moses, Ralph Bellamy. 
“Sheppy”—Jules Chambrun. 
“Dream with Musie” — Richard 

Kolimar. 

“Public Relations”—Robert Blake. 
“ll Be Seein’ You”—John Golden, 

Harry Joe Brown. 

“Chicken Every Sunday”—Edward 

Gross. 


However, what is detailed 


| | — | Plays on Broadway 
| 
if 
| 
i 
| 
He 
| | 
off 
1; 
iF 
| | 
| 
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New 20% Tax Applies to Premiums 
On Agcy. Tix Also, Treasury Reveals 


Broadway ticket agencies 
been advised of a new ruling in con- 
nection with the premium charged 
for tickets, and starting April 1 the 
new 20% tax will apply to the full 
It was first stated that 
the present 11% would continue, 
brokers contending that the fee 
charged by them should be regarded 
as a service charge. Treasury De- 
partment was inclined to agree but 
officially ruled that there shall be no 
difference in the tax percentage on 
tickets sold by agencies and those 
sold at boxoffices. 

Currently the tax is 10% at the- 
atres but the admissions tax bureau 
added 1% to additional money 
charged by agencies, so that the 75c 
premium calls for 83'2c, or $1.67 per 
pair, over the established or box- 
office prices. Tickets sold by agen- 
cies after this month will be upped 
9° so far as the premiums are con- 
cerned. The customer will pay 20% 
of 75¢c, making the agency price 90c, 
or $1.80 per pair. 

Pennies will not be required in 
most agency transactions. At pres- 
ent, for tickets priced at’$3.30 at the 
boxoffice, the agency price is $4.1314, 
or $8.27 per pair. Starting April 1 
the brokers will charge $4.50 per 
ticket or $9 the pair. The increase 
at the boxoffice is 60c per pair, 
doubling the present levy, so that 


amount paid. 


patrons buying directly from the 
theatre will pay $7.20 instead of 
$6.60. For shows with a $4.40 top 


the new rate at the b. o. will be $9.60 
instead of $8.80 for each pair of 
tickets, while the agencies will col- 
lect $11.40. Same percentage of in- 
crease applies for all tickets. 

As previously stated, all tickets 
sold through March will carry the 
present 10% tax regardless of the 
date of performance beyond March 
31. Similarly, the present 11% ap- 
plies to agency-purchased tickets up 
until that date. 

Agency Trouble 


Understood that License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss has been examin- 
ing records of a number of exclusive 
N. Y. clubs, whose members are not 


particular as to how much they pay | out, 


for tickets 
choice 


so long as they secure 


locations. Intimated that 


agencies supplying such clubs are in | Reported 


for a lot of explaining to Moss in 


instances of alleged prices over the | 
| musicals slated to cxit during spring, | 
'although one is not dated for the | 


legal maximum. 

Stiff fines were imposed last week 
for failure to stamp the reverse side 
of two tickets identifying the agency 
and setting forth the price paid. Mrs. 
Rose Beckhard, who opened a new 
agency, and Arthur Lemmon. a clerk, 
were fined $100 each. Mrs. Beckhard 
recently took over Barry Keith’s 
office on Broadway at 50th Street. 
Tickets were for “Mexican Hayride” 


at the Winter Garden next door, and | 1 
wel 


it was explained that the sale was |! 
made during a rush time, the clerk | 
neglecting to affix the stamp. Pur- | 


chase was 
win, 


gator. 


revealed 
special federal 


by Samuel Lit- 
ticket 


Report that the agency had charged | 
in- | 


excess prices was denied, and 
formation to that effect was sent to 
Moss. Admissions tax bureau bas a 
strict rule requiring that tickets be 
Stamped for checking-up purposes. 
Last year several brokers were fined 


the $100 maximum fine for the same | 


violation. 

Five brokers were called Monday 
(6) to explain charge of 75c premium 
for balcony tickets, violating the | 
legit code but not the state law. 


Cases were put over, mostly because 
of incomplete records. 


B.0. Men Top Bond Quota 


/unprecedentedly 
of year. 


Treasurers and _ Ticket Sellers 
Union of N. Y., which conducted war 
bond selling drive on its own initia- 
tive, the objective being to provide 
money for a medium bomber, easily 
topped its quota. Fourth War Loan 
bonds, whose maturity value is $285,- 
000, were sold on a cash basis. 


Ticketmen have asked that the 
bomber be named “Smash Hit,” in- 
stead of “Two )n the Aisle,” as origi- 
nally planned. Bonds were cleared 
through the Corn Exchange Bank, 


which requested the Treasury De-- 


partment to earmark the money to 
be used as intended by the union. 


Representatives of the latter will be | ment,’ which wasnt. 
present at the plane’s christening. 


have + 


| shows which opened last week were 


investi- | 


| Alfred 


i notice. Show opened in 


Hedgerow Actor Nabbed 


Fleeing Conehie Camp 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

FBI agents last week arrested 
David Metcalf, former actor of the 
Hedgerow Theatre group, who was 
charged with running away from a 
conscientious objectors’ camp at Big 
Flats, N. Y., where he was sent by 
his draft board for the duration. 

Arraigned before U. S. Commis- 
sioner Norman J. Griffin, Metcalf 
said he had run away “because I 
didn’t like the place.” He was held 
in $1,500 bail. 

Metcalf was one of a half dozen 
thesps for whom Jasper Deeter, di- 
rector of Hedgerow, tried to get de- 
ferments last year on the grounds 
they were needed for home-front 
morale. Later Metcalf and three 
fellow-players were classified as con- 
scientious objectors. 


New House Dearth 
For N. Y. Musicals 


Indications are that Broadway will 
have another house shortage for 
musicals, as it did prior to New 
Year's, that problem being solved 
only when one show (“Rosalinda”) 
was forced to the road. 

Four new musicals are seeking 
houses, two being already open, 
another going in rehearsal this week 
and the fourth starting in a few 
weeks. Up to now the continued 
profitable engagements of the pres- 
ent crop of musicals has created the 
shortage possibility. 

It is expected that business will 
taper off for the next month but 
whether grosses will dip under the 


stop limits is not certain, nor is there | 


an inclination of house operators to 
oust the good things even if they 


could. Last week “Follow The Girls” | 


opened *promisingly out-of-town but 


there is no definite Broadway berth | 

“Allah Be Praised” also tried | 
while the brace of musicals | 
With | 
| Music” and “Helen Goes To Troy.”| rl ay entered into an agree- 
men 
| Feather,” which Ongley authored. 
| Subsequently, Woods persuaded Ong- 
|ley to work with Marcin. 


for it. 


about to start are “Dream 


that a booking. for the lat- 
ter has already been contracted. 
There are two or three of the current 


road until May. Most of the others 


appear set through the balance of | 


the season. 


Although two out of three new 


promptly yanked, there -was some 
thing of a flurry 
about spotting some of the new 
straight plays on Broadway. Partic- 
ularly affected is “A Highland Fling,” 
liked out of town. Because it 
large setting, unusual back- 
stage space is required. “Fling” will 
lay off after this week and may not 
premiere until next month. 


has a 


the Belasco. 


Willie Howard Due To 


rives at 


Replace Sparks in ‘Allah’ 


Ned bowing out of 
“Allah Be 


weeks 


Sparks is 
Bloomingdale's 
Praised” via the usual two 
Philadelphia 
last week prior to Broadway debut. 
Willie Howard will supplant. 


Legit Casters Inactive 


N. Y. legit casting agencies 
inactive for 


The percenters can’t 


are 


figure it out. 
Booking jams for shows 
cities may be the answer. 


in key 


Riley’s May Tryout 
Pittsburgh, March 7. 

Lawrence Riley, author of “Per- 
sonal Appearance,” has just finished 
a new play, “Time to Kill,” and it 
will be tested some time in May by 
Warren, Pa., Players Club. 

Players Club also originally tried 
out “Personal,” which was a smash 
hit, and Riley’s “Return Engage- 
Author is di- 
recting the tryout himself. 


| $750 weekly stipend from the Biow 
| agency 
| for authoring the script since June. 


| Losch, 


| Losch 
ada | entitled redit as co- 

levy this weak | itled to credit as co-author. 

| Appeals, which dismissed Woods as 

|a co-defendant and awarded $33.,- 

| 701.50, 


| Losch. Upon settlement, all interest 


“Mrs. | 
January and Mr. X,” will remain out |! 
another three weeks and then ar-| 


the 
| 


this | 


Survey Economic Basis 
For Big Talent Union 


Plans for the formation of one en- 
tertainers’ union have left the theo- 
retical stage and are going to be 
worked out on a business basis by a 
group of accountants. They will 
utilize a survey to be carried on by 
the various talent unions interested 
in forming one big union. 

It’s expected that thousands of 
cards classifying members of the 
various unions as to initiation fees 
and dues paid, income brackets and 
interchangeability from one enter- 
tainment field into another, will be 
filled out and then analyzed by the 
accountants. Out of this information 
it’s hoped that an economic basis for 
an organizational plan will be devel- 
oped, 


27-Yr.-Old Suit Settled 
For $33,000 on Rights To 


Woods-Marcin ‘Cheaters’ 


Litigation over earnings of the Al 
H. Woods production, “Cheating 
Cheaters,” in the courts since 1917, 
was finally settled with Max Marcin, 
listed as the author of the play, pay- 
ing the estate of George Byron 
Ongley around $33,000. Motion was 
made last week to have the judg- 
ment vacated from the court records. 

Case is said to be one of the most 
drawn-out litigations in theatrical , 
history, and several of those involved 
in the proceedings have long since 
died. Among these are Martin Little- 
ton, attorney for Mrs. Fidelia S. 
Losch, mother-in-law of Ongley, also 
deceased; Max D. Steuer, who rep- 
resented Marcin, and Nathan Burkan, 
attorney for Woods. 

With settlement of the suit, ac- 
counts of Marcin, who authors the 
“Crime Doctor” radio series under 
Philip Morris sponsorship, were re- 
leased. Attorneys for Helen Losch, 
Ongley’s sister-in-law, who con- 
tinued the litigation after her mother 
died, succeeded in tying up Marcin’s 


(handling the PM account) 


Around $26,000 was accumulated. In 

addition, Max Chopnick, of Connors 

& Chopnick, attorneys for Miss | 
tied up Marcin’s bank ac- 

counts in New York and Connecticut, 

also obtained an order restraining 

Columbia Pictures from paying any 

money due him on the sale of “Crime 

Doctor” film rights. 


It was originally contended that in 


to produce a play, “Birds of a 


Ongley 
died that year and, upon his death, 
it was alleged that Marcin and Woods 
appropriated the script and produced 
it under the name of “Cheating 


Cheaters.” The New York Supreme | 
Court subsequently ryled when Mrs. | 
filed suit that Ongley was | 
This | 
was later affirmed by the Court of | 


| 


including 


interest, to Mrs. | 


on the amount since 1929 was waived. | 


| 


ANOTHER 3-PERSON 
PLAY DUE ON B’WAY 


Three-person plays are rare, but | 
two in the same season is unprece- | 
dented. Currently there is “Voice | 
of the Turtle,’ comedy smash at the | 
Morosco, N. Y., and to come is “Er- | 
rand of Bernice,” which is a drama. 


Technical difference is that while! 
“Turtle” has two feminine charac- | 
ters and one masculine, “Bernice” 


will have two men and one woman 
Latter part is the lead, not chosen as | 


| yet, though the show is due for try- | 


next month. 
Charles G. Stewart will present 
new trio play, written by | 


Jacques Duval, Gilbert Miller being 
the principal backer. Latter man- 
ager scored with same_ author's 
“Tovarich” several seasons ago. 


‘ 

Jackpot’ Surprise Fold 

Surprising closing on Saturday 
(11) will be “Jackpot,” Alvin, N. Y.. 
announced to terminate at the end 
of its eighth week by Vinton Freed- 
ley. Business slipped last week, but 
bettered $21,000, there being an op- 
erating profit. Producer, however, 


felt that the musical did not com- 
mand a strong enough draw. 


}on 
Alvin will probably be dark until | 


Broadway Showmen Perplexed On 
Failure to Win Over Congress on Tax 


Patron Has Solution To 
Ticket Beefs at B.O. 


Editor, *“‘Variety”: 

I read with interest in the last is- 
sue of “Variety” the paragraph on 
complaints from theatre patrons. I 
believe that patrons have a very 
just cause for complaint, since it 
would be so simple for the boxoffice 
people to make life easier for all 
would-be purchasers of tickets. 

There’s nothing to prevent them 
from posting signs prominently in 
the lobby saying: 

Entire performance sold out to- 
day. 

No tickets available at boxoffice 
until 

Tickets for performance on and 
after (such and such a date) go on 
sale 
‘I’m sure that if boxoffices of hit 
shows displayed such signs promi- 
nently lots of hard feelings would 
be spared. 


Lucile D. Kirk. 


Equity Blocks 
Agents’ % Hike 


Fight by Equity, with the support 
of other stage and labor unions, 
against the Condon-Ostertag bills al- 
legedly designed to eliminate Equity’s 
5“) commission limit to agents for 
getting jobs for actors in legit, dis- 
tinctly favors the protestants to date. 
Formidable delegation attended a 
hearing before State Senator William 
F. Condon, head of the Legislature's 
labor and industry committee, in 
Albany last Wednesday (1). 

At Condon’s suggestion Equity and 
the agents group will meet today (8) 
with the idea of finding out if the 
new agency bill can be reframed so 
that it would be satisfactory to both 
factions. How that can be done isn’t 
clear, Equity insisting that its 5% 
limit be maintain:d, while the cast- 
ers want the commish raised to 10% 


if not more, although Equity agreed | 
“an open 


Meeting will be held at the | but show business fears that attend- 


ance 


to attend the session with 
mind”, 
offices of the American 
of Radio Artists. 

In addition to objections to upset- 
ting the 5% rule, opinion expressed 


at the Albany hearing was opposed | 
to diverting the licensing power to | 


the hands of any one person. Frankly 


; Stated by the bill's opponents that 


they would like to see such power 
handed to New York's commissioner 
of licenses, Paul Moss. 


In favor of the bill were Michael | 


Halperin of the William Morris 
agency, Henry J. Walters (former | 


state senator), acting for the RKO| 
| agency, and Stewart Sprague, speak- 


ing for concert agents. There js little 


doubt that the strength of the Equity | 


NEW WIRTZ-HENIE ICE 


delegation impressed 
committeemen. 

Albany sessions lasted from 2:30 to 
p. m. Each union paid 


the senatorial 


the ex- 


gation at luncheon at the De Witt 
Clinton hotel, Alfred Harding in 
charge. 


Delay Myers’ B’way Bow 


Richard Myers’ solo managerial 


debut on Broadway was slated for! 


next week 
January and Mr. X.” 
Burke and Frank Craven 
but the premiere was set back until 
late this month 
Philadelphia, 

where it 


with Zoe Akins’ “Mrs. 


moving to_ Boston. 


opens a two-week date 
Monday (13). Due into Belasco. | 
Ni 
Miss Burke commuted to N. Y.| 


from Philly in order to appear on| 


her weekly Saturday morning radio 
program but a change in perform- 


ance schedule has been arranged | 


for the Boston date. Matinee will be 


played Fridays instead of Saturdays 
there, Miss Burke returning to the! 


Hub in 


time for the night 
formance. 


per- 


ROEBURT’S PLAY 


John Roeburt, co-scripter of “Wide 
Horizons,” Eddie Dowling’s radio 
show, putting the finishing touches 
“Second Breakfast,” three-act 
comedy dealing with the N. Y. gar- 


May, when it will get “Helen Goes, ment center. 


to Troy.” Operetta is dated to start | 


rehearsals Apri] 10. 


Roeburt’s new novel, 


Federation | 


penses of the people sent to the state | 
capital, while Equity kosted the dele- | 


with Billie | 
topping, | 


Play is currently in} 


more in 


“Jigger | 
j Moran,” hits the stands April 1. 


Broadway's failure to win over 


| Congress on the new revenue bill 


remains one of the enigmas to show- 
men. In some quarters the doubling 
of the admissions levy from 10% to 
20° is regarded as a “hate tax,” on 
the theory that legislators have 
found it difficult to secure tickets to 
hits and because of objection by 
them to boxoffice and agency prices. 

It’s contended that Broadway has 
been improperly represented at the 
capital until recent years, although 


it is conceded that the protest to 
the House and Senate when the 
revenue bill was in Congress was 


intelligently presented. Why favor- 
able consideration was not won 


is 
hardly understandable in light of 
the participation of show business 


in the war effort. Only a few of the 
law-makers went to the defense of 
show business. The others apparent- 
ly didn’t care, as Equity leaders 
pointed out. 

Showmen say that the Congres- 
sional committeemen refused to be- 
lieve what they were told by dele- 
gations from Proadway. One reason 
for that is that just when the ad- 
missions taxes were being discussed, 
the price for New Year's eve per- 
formances were published—a _ scale 
of boosts higher than ever before. 
Even the fact that the prices applied 
to some shows which were hope- 
lessly in the red didn't register in 
Washington. 

For a time it looked like the 20% 
levy would be knocked out by the 
Senate Finance Committee. Recalled 
that when it was proposed to keep 
the admissions tax at 10%, the com- 
mittee voted it down by the narrow 
margin of one vote, 9 to 8 Again 
when the revenue act reached the 
Senate floor, senatorial friends of 
show business went to bat in no un- 
certain declarations. 

Judging from Broadway discus- 
sion it seems that the doubled tax 
was aimed primarily at legit, the 
argument being that the biggest per- 
centage of tickets for shows are sold 
in New York and the major activity 
of that division of show business is 
centered there. However, shows out 
of town are similarly affected and 
it’s further pointed out that pic- 
tures, sports and all types of ad- 
mission must stand for the same 
nick. The public pays the increase 


will thus be dented, with the 
lesser attractions drastically hurt. 
During the last war legit. was “$2 
theatre.” Then came boxoffice price 
increases and, along with that, ad- 
missions taxes. Musicals went to 
$2.50, and then $3, plus the federal 
levy. Costly musicals called for 
upped ticket scales but despite 
warnings there seemed to be no 
limit. Finally the top reached $5.50, 
and then two competing producers 
tried to outsmart each other, one 
boosting the downstairs price to 
$6.60. They were C. B. Dillingham 
and Flo Ziegfeld. Both died broke. 


SHOW FOR CENTER, N. Y. 


The new Arthur M. Wirtz and 
Sonja Henie skating revue is slated 
to open in June at the Center, Radio 
City, where that type of attraction 
has been firmly established, the 
final showing of the current “Stars 


on Ice” being dated for April 16. 
| Fhere will be an operatic interval 
after “Stars” concludes, Fortune 


Gallo’s San Carlo troupe giving 16 


performances at the Center starting 
April 26 
The Gallo outfit, which has been 


touring for 30 yeais, has piayed iim- 
ited engagements at the Center for 


the past seven seasons, usually in 
the spring. Charles Washburn, who 
heads the press department for 


“Ice,” is agenting for Gallo. 


RKO Pays ‘Corn’ Respite 


As Barrymore Vacations 


Supporting cast of Ethel Barry- 
“The Corn Is Green” will 
enjoy a six-week vacation with pay 
while the star is compieting her film 
chore in “None But The Lonely 
Heart.” 

RKO, producing the film, is paying 
salaries of “Corn” cast. 


YOUMANS GOES BALLET 


Vincent Youmans’ costly revue, 
which originally routined with ballet 
and vaudeville, is off until next sea- 
son entirely. 

It is due to emerge as ballet solely. 
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Literati 


om 


Another Footnote on S.me avee with the usual form offering 
Rhine N~Y. him a modest advance. 
Editor, “Variety” Roden  spurnes oifer with 
In the making of “Misier Beood-  thanis, further identuyi hi it as 
wav” hope an oustanding quality president of Clapp Buby Feo Co 
ot Sime will be revealed—his sense board chairman of G Wasning 
of revolt that never yielded against Coffee end chairman of Adverts 
stuifed shirts, saci cows in person, Plans Beard and Americsn HH 
commercial brasshats, and anyone Products Corp 
who had the impudence to try im- . 
pressing him. He refused to be im- Cas Adsaas, Frank's Breaks 
pressed Caswell Adan’ “On the Line” co! 
Important pec le t o believe in the N. Y. Mirror being synererics 
their own press acenis.” Te once by 106 INS papers 
said. “and othe: s pley io thelr vaely Stanley Frank, N. Y. Post sports 


and so influence N-ver kid) wrtier, doing a beok on “Best Spor 
yourself, kcep yourself ard a Stories Ever”, for A. S. Bond pup 
separate.” lication. 


quality: Sime was — 

I told him Griffin's Ad Pitch 

He sa‘d, William Griffin, N. Y. Enquirer 
‘Vaiiety’ publisher, is amusement 
He had written ‘ing again. 

Griffin cites the fact that 
pleasant. On my return: “Nix on the cent imbroglio with the Government 
thanks. When thanks me I end feels that he 
feel I must have been a chump.” reopening 

Afterward he told me how, through 

ceriain angles, the Paris office had 
cost him plenty but he considered it 
alla good joke, for money, as such, 
unless a princip!e was involved, had 
no meaning to him. Trere were some 
laughs in this and so he figured it 
was all even. 


Tiere is anoiner 
abrupt yet very kindly. 
of a proposed trip to Paris. 
absently: “Drop inio ihe 
office there.” I did 
a letter ahead to Abel. It made things 


soliciting 


has been quashed 
is clearing the decks foi 


of business negotiations 


Virginia Dale’s Book 
Virginia Dale. former m. p. 
on the old Chicago Journal, has a 
new novel, “Nan Thursday”. 
a whodunit published by 
Coward McCann. 


editor 


John Wilstach. 


Huss’ INS Walkout 
personal s.tuation between 
Pierre Huss. chief of INS in London, 
and Clark Lee, Hearst war 
spondent now with the 5th Army in 


N. ¥. Mirror Expects More Paper | y 
Hearst’s tab, N. Y. Mirror, in bad 
shape on ratioiing for some 
time. is expected to get a break on 
more tonnage allowance shortly. It 
may hannen this week. ting the post. 
Paper takes the position that in qh. N.Y, 
view of its past years’ thinness of through. 


paper 


office and said he was 


issues, it is forfended from expand- Charles Smith is the new London 
ing i line with present business up-| pureau head. 
beat. 


Amusement section has had a curi- Mirror’s Lepke Scoop 


ously bare appearance because of the 
ban on display ads and reduction of 
legit directory insertions to four 
lines maximum. Although it is 
known that some managers are ob- 
ligated to include names of authors 
and name players in all billing, that 
hazard appears to have been ad- 
justed in all but one instance, show 
being “One Touch of Venus”, which 
has been out of the tabloid since 
Fe. 29. 

Cheryl Crawford 
“Venus” in 


by city editor Ed Markel, of the N.Y. 
Mirror, last Thursday night (2). 


of early editions of the Mirror, scor- 
ing a three-hour beat over the oppo- 
sition on Gov. Dewey’s reprieve of 
Louis (Lepke)? Buchalter and two 
others, scheduled to die that night. 
Acad. Mileage Hits 
Daily newspapers 
who presents 
association with John | to this year’s Académy Award show, 
Wildbersg, wrote the Mirror, explain- | not counting the film trade papers. 
contracts with three; [Leader in inches was the Times, 


ing that her 
name players made it mandatory 164. followed by the 


with 


corre- 


Italy, is said to be behind Huss’ quit- | 
He just walked into) 


An old-fashioned scoop was scored 


Markel ordered ‘ast-minute replate | 


in Los Angeles | 
devoted a total of 530 column inches | 


Herald- | 


VARIETY 


and deseribed as “A journal of fact, 


fiction, humer and opinion written 
vicly by working newspapermen.’ 
Hurwich asking working news- 
apermen—and femmes, too—to send Follow the Girls 
in fact, tietion. faney, humor, New Haven, March 2. 
a stories about stories they've Walp (in ton vith 
na ‘ West, Tim Herb 
newsnpa ( ale Book by Guy Bolten and 
‘ Cherig sets lighting 
ht Cc wer, i ! h Catherine tat 
\l ant tes ‘ 
Will 1 in \ al arra 
» ® ‘ h itiones loe 
taushess Powwow Van Cleve, Wa 
The Banshees, lunebeon rart, Julien Wark, 
reniu wil host the ! ' We \ 
i ‘4 stood 
uring their convention, in the grand} 
lroo ol the Wa cort Astorin, kell 
25 i Dav orenesira ‘ @ \l the 
vill Pe \ rank 
lik De IN acvion and among tre en- Vist 
be Frank Sin It | Gal Jackie Gleason 
De a repeat foi e Voice” and 
he iirst warble? for the |] su: Talbert 
shees he wowed the staid scribes WAL. Val Valentinett 
Annual dinner of N. Y. Legislative | ~ 
Correspondents Assn. will be held in| 1 his Kelle 
De Witt Clinton hotel, Albany, to- abort Dawes 
night Kirtland I Kine. Al-|1 Asner. 
head of the Corvespondents Assn.. in! Wal tinal 
charge of OuYicer Phinagan.. George 
New York City delegation will be sinciu to), shew Is (S) 
headed by former Governor Alired wontaiet 
E. Smith and James Petes 
James A. Farley, | Broadway might well. start 


CHATTER 
Norton & Co, 


anniversary. 


|}sounding its “A” in preparation for 

singing the praises of this one, “Fol- 

celebrating | low the Girls” has just about every- 

thine on the entertainment menu. 

and it dishes up the portions in gen- 

erous quantities. Film chances loom 
bright. 

Producers have tossed a host of 

talent, a fine score, some outstanding 


W. W. 
20th 

Stuart Cioeie writing his first non- 
fiction on Africa. 

Philip Wylie has a weekly column 
in Miami Daily News. 


| Roscoe Fawcett. of Faweett clan, | choreography, striking sets and cos- 
Army-bound today (8), tumes, and a timely book into the 
C. S. Forester writing a new Culdron, and the brew that emerges 


should appease the most critical ap- 
petite. Laughs are abundant, both in 
lyrics and dialog; practically every 
branch of terps has its expert fling: 
| voeals, ranging from solo to group 
| Singing, register nicely; an excep- 
tionally good looking troupe of girls. 
beautifully gowned, takes care of the 
eve-lilling department; and over the 
whole setup Gertrude Niesen stands 
out in a part that she must have 
waited a long time to have come her 


“Capt. Hornblower” novel. 
| Crown Pubs, Edmund Fuller, ed. 
now inviting mystery novels. 
Wite of Leo Margulies, chief ed of 
| the Standard mags, in the Waes. 
Charles Pearce, of Duell. Sloane 
and Pearce into the armed forces. 
Margaret Fishback a new addition 
tu the staff of Judge, the humor mag. | 
Luke McCarthy of Hearst mags to | 


| 


verve that places her on a high rung 
among femme entertainers. 

Tunes are hummable and _ lyrics 
i are clever in a broad way as to com- 
edyv: romantic lines likewise have a 
neat touch to them. At least one of 
, the top tunes, however, will have to 
confine its ether presentation to in- 
strumentals wordage is just too 
snappy for airwaving. Among the 


his tour of Africa and Italy for Sat- 
evepost. 


| Bert Wheeler writing his autobiog- 
raphy, covering his career in vaude- 
ville and_ pictures. 

Fred Othman doing a piece about 
Edward G. Robinson and his art col- 
| lection for Satevepost. 

Harry Stevens. 


acivertising 


man- 
that. they be billed, otherwise ads | Express, 128: the Examiner, 93: the | 28e1 fo Life mag, paying his semi- | “Twelve o’'Clock and All Is Well.” 
cannot be used without liability of | Daily News, 79, and the Citizen | @™ual visit to Hollywood. /“You're Pert.” “I Wanna Get Mar- 
damage actions by the players. | News. 66. Ketti Frings sold “The Red Sash,” | ried.” “Follow the Girls.” “A Tree 
| story of California, to an English | That Grows in Brooklyn.” “You 

Author Spurns Advance Newspaper for Scribes | mag. The Women’s Journal, isd aie ape “Strip Flips Hip 
Morrow publishing house will put | First publication by and for work- it Norton The Loom of ving are topflight 
oul H. W. Roden’s mystery novel, | ing newspapermen only bows | edited by Lancelot Hx _ Bodmer, | Noteworthy specialties include com- 

“You Only Hang Once” and without | shortly, sponsor being Harry P. Hu | Alice. Ti on ogden. edy dancing of Buster West and Tim 
the usual advance to the author, Be- | Wich, head of the Tribune Publish- | am, ar" isdale Hobart, back to) Herbert, a smooth ballroom contri- 
ay amd 1 i a nunmver of weasnington fram Mexico, warking! bution hv The Mi Gatanns Trina 

surmising that he might be a little | newspapers throughout Massachu- | 9 New nove about latter locale. | Baronova and Val Valentinoff on 


short, Roden was mailed the accept- ! setts. 


| 


The new book of America’s 
master radio play wright 


Introduction by CLIFTON FADIMAN 


INCE the publication of his Thirteen By 

Corus, that genius of radio, Norman 
Corwin, has done more radio dramas so 
thrilling to millions of listeners. Now the 
sixteen best and most representative of his 
new plays, with complete production notes 
vn each, are ready in book form--for you to 
enjoy, to study, and to produce. 

“Even more-than his first volume of rddio 
dramas, this collection demonstrates the ex- 
uaordinary breadth of his 
CLIFTON FADIMAN. Just published, $3. 


HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY, 257 Fourth Ave., N. ¥. 10, N. Y. 
HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY: HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY: HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY: HEN 


CONTENTS: Mary and the 
Fairy; Cromer; We Hold 
These Truths; Descent of the 
Gods; Excerpts from ‘'This Is 
War'’; The Long Name None 
Could Spell; Good Heavens; 
Psalm for a Dark Year; A 
Man with a Platform; Sam- 
san; Anatamy of Sound; Mur- 
der in Studio One; Between: 
Americans; A Moment of the 
Nation's Time; Double Con- 
certo; Program to Be Opened 
sm a Hundred Years. 


To be called Newspaperman, | 


| Muriel Babcock, editorial director | Pallet. Dorothy Keller on team and 
solo dancing 
| Frank Parker bears the brunt of 
ithe male vocalizing, which he han- 
: dles okay both’ solo and heading male 
Hunter publications Screenland unit, | chorus. Latter is in for pst good 
in Hollywood for a gander at studios, | background support on several oc- 
Anna Lee in Las Vegas, Nev., writ-| casions. Femme ensembles also do 
Ing final chapters for her tale of | Satisfactory warbling. 
travels jin the North African | Book delves into burlesque for 
ha wires | Gleason leads the funmakers in put- 
se i eviews as a daily | ting the comedy across. He draws 
service, with Jack Gaver doing the | able assistance from West and Her- 
chore. | bert. a couple of sailor pals, and Lee 
Ralph Daigh. Managing editor for | Davis. _a tough sergeant. Topical 
Fawcett Publications, guested at | theme involving a servicemen’s can- 
luncheon in Hollywood by film pub- | 
licity directors. . |} angle. and similar sidelights offer 
Osa Johnson, femme explorer. hz opportunity to work in some up-to- 
las | the-minute business. but the book 
Viet w nore books of ad-| never becomes serious enough to gel 
venture, “Bride in the Solomons” | in the way of song and dance. Toni 
Pride of Lions. and Waller Long fit in 
Jesse James Benton, 83 years straight roles. Bone. 
young, following “Cow By The Tail.” Ss ey 


with new book, mebbe the bull, this Allah Be Praised! 
é 


time, for Houghton Mifflin 
ch 3. 
Charlie Rutledge resigned from | Alfred Bloomingdale production of musi- 


Steve Hannagan organization for eal medy in two acts (nine scenesd, PRea- 
promotion and cploitati ens tures Ned Sparks, Shirley Ross, John Hoys- 
“og an exp 0 tation post with |radt and Mary’ Jane Walsh: book and 
au Pont outfit in Wilmington. Ivties, George music, Don 
Robert Flaherty has new Sat. fea-| Walker and Baldwin Bergerson; 


i Jack Cole: staged hy Robert 
ture Chi. Daily News, “Four Million | Miles White: 


of Ideal Publications. opening new | 
West Coast offices in Hollywood. 
Homer Rockwell, executive v.p. of 


War | 


ania 


dances, 


Gordon; 
costumes, 


Geolge 
Faces. O. Henry liked his own | Presented at Forrest theatre, 
title, “The Four Million,” remem- : 

ber? 


Handicapped by a limping and 
dismal book, Alfred Bloomingdale's 
pretentious and elaborate musical, 


Ray Lestrange, former newspaper 
scribe. who was wounded as a sailor 


in the Naval attack on Attu. is back “Allah Be Praised!” which opened a 
in Hollywood, writing fan mag )|two-and-a-half weeks’ engagement 
stories. jat_the Forrest on Thursday night 

Sgt. Eli Liéyd Hoffman, former | (27). is under a very stiff initial han- 


| dicap. Whether it can reecsver and 
capitalize on a number of its very 


Broadway p. a. and humorist, now | 

| definite assets is, right now, a vital 
| 


stationed at Bolling Field, Washing- 
ton, gathering his camp paper hu- 


question. 
mor columns into a book 


_ That ag | of coin h@s been spent 
Albert Davis collection of old-time | is obvious. 1@ score by Don Walker 
theatrical photos being edited, with | 424 Baldwin Bergerson, while not 
; exactly noteworthy, has at least three 
hit po 


| (Continued on page 55) 


| handle all union stuff for the pub- | wav. Harry Delmar’s staging rates 
| lisher, a particular bow. Miss Niesen sings, 
| Humphrey Bogart writing about | dances. muggs and clowns, all with a} 
> 


Jackie | 


ibilities ("What's New in New | 


Plays Out of Town 


York.” “Lets#G0 Too Far.” and “A 
Woman Doesn't Like You to Sav No” 
seem tops). The dancing assets ave 
paramount, with Jack Cole turning 
in a swell job with his chorus ror- 
tines and with nlenty of good special- 
ists including Milaca’ Miladova, of the 
Ballet Russe. Latter scores decisively 
in “Let's Go Too Far.” Beatrice and 
Evelyn Kraft have two nice num- 
bers, and Pittman Corry clicks very 
strongly as does Sheila Bond. 

After you've mentioned the dances 
and, to a lesser extent, the tunes, and 
awarded a few laurels to Bloomine- 
dale fer his gorgeous” production, 
which seems almost ineredible dur- 
ine thes» days of sharply-drawn pri- 
lorities, vou've given “Allah Be 
Praised!” its deserved snare of praise. 

George Marion, Jrs book is excen- 
tionally unfunny although it prob- 
ably sounded a lot funnier in seript 
than in actual presentation. What's 
more, the principals are not able ta 
surmount the inane lines and situa- 
tions, and most of them seem contin- 
nally discouraged and bogged down, 
The time of the play is 1948, with 
author Marion supposing that the 
war will be over by that time and 
that a number of blase and weary 
Americans, especially a bevy of fa- 
mous beauties, will have decided to 
go overseas and seek relaxation in a 
Persian Emit’s harem. kind af 
Shaneri-La, but without the spiritual 
features of James Hilton's famous 
story. The audience esn  tdentils 
some of the “lend-lease” camselts. if 
they enre to. as Ann Corio, Oveta 
Culp Fobby, Clare Boothe Luce and 
Lily Pons, but anybedy whe can fol- 
low the long, boresome details would 
have to be something of a wizard. 

Ned Sparks, as the keeper of the 
Emit’s harem, is hardly a success in 
his return to the stage, although he 
mustn't be blamed too much as his 
material is painfully lacking in spon- 
taneous humor. Disappointing. too, 
except for one crackerjack scene at 
a piano, is John Hovsradt as the 
Emir. although it seems pretty obvi- 
ous that if the show receives the 
proper doctoring, may 
emerge as a real footlieht luminars 
even thoueh bis real provinee is as 
a nightclub entertainer. 


The women in the show fare better 
than the men as far as opportunities 
vo, With Shirley Ross. blondely yor- 
geons as the heroine, and Mary Jane 
Walsh, very amusing and dynamic in 
her comedy part. Best of the men 
undoubtedly is Edward Roecker, as a 
Texas Senator in a 10-gallon hat who 
is somehow involved tn the proceed- 
ings. The femme, at the opening, 
liked Roecker’s droll camedy sense 
and Southern draw! a lot. 

One other asset for “Allah” should 
be credited to Marion. His Cole Por- 
terish and really clever Ivries are as 
neatly sophisticated as his book is 
pucrile. Waters 


2d ‘Wallflower’ Co. 


A road company of “Wallilower” 
now at the Cort, N. Y.. will soon be 
readied, it being anticipated that the 
original production of the Marv Orvr- 
Reginald Denham comedy will ex- 
tend into the summer. 


Touring troupe will be organized 
by Sam 


Yaects 
| who are associated with Meyer Davis, 
presenter of the plav. 


Grisman ig 


ume caorhially cnwled | 
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Pal Roteson 


On Sunday Ap vil 16th - 7.50 yp 


ak the Thal Regiment 


Yivert and Pech Guenne 


Ad “ern hy 


The on Ay rs 
23 West 26th reel 

' 

| Tichols avatlsble at bounced 

SINCE 1830 
Play Brokers and 

Authors’ Representatives 

28 West 45th Street, New York 

Ril West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


FOR SALE—CASH ONLY 


Complete electrical stag’ equipment 
for vaude or legit theatre, Including 
portable switeh board, 3 carbon are 
spots, N-rays, 1,000-watt spots, oli- 
vettes, enble, plugs, ete. in perfect 
working order. Address inquiries 
GkO. BRANDY, Central Theatre, 
Broadway, Street, New York City. 
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‘Boys’ $31,500 in Ist 6 Shows At 


Chi, ‘Patriots’ 


14G, ‘Kiss’ $15,000 


Chicago, March 7. 


“Something for the Boys” piled 
up a strong $31,500 for the first six 
performances at the Civic Opera 
House last week. All other houses 
held up well in spite of the ap- 
proaching March 15 tax payment, 
which usually heralds a slumph in 
boxoffice receipts. “Blossom Time” 
bows ‘in at the Blackstone April 2, 
taking the place of “Good Night 
Ladies,” which closes a 100-week 
run April 1. “Abie’s Irish Rose” 
moves into the Sti ‘ebaker March 
20, replacing “The Patriots.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Good Night Ladies,” Blackstone 
(99th week) (1,200; $2.75) dropped 
$1,000 to good $16,500. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Harris (43rd 
week) ($1,000; $2.75). Eased to $14,000. 

“Oklahoma,” Erlanger (16th week) 
(1,500; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

“Patriots,” Studebaker (2nd week) 
(12,500; $2.75). Up $1,000 to a fine 
$14.000. 

“Something for the Boys,” Civic 
Opera House (list week) (3,600; 
$3.85). Opened to strong $31,500 for 
six performances. No Wed. matinee. 


“Tomorrow the World,” Selwyn 
(17th week) (1,000; $2.75). Good 
$12,500. 


“Unexpected Honeymoon,” Great 
Northern (15th week)’ (1,400; $2.75). 
Two-for-ones and plenty of sexy ad- 
vertising upped receipts $500 to 
$7,500. 


‘BLOSSOM’ 226 IN L. A. 
RAIN; ‘BLACKOUTS’ 156 


Los Angeles, March 7. 


Rain continues to nick local legit 
grosses for majority of shows, al- 
though two continued big despite 
dampness. “Blossom Time” finished 
its two-week run at the Biltmore 
Saturday (4) with a large $22,000 on 
final seven days. “Blithe Spirit” 
opened for two weeks yesterday (6) 
with a big advance. Other steady 

uller is “Blackouts of 1944” at the 

1 Capitan with $15,000 for the 88th 
week and the same take in sight for 
the current stanza. 

“Yours for Fun” at the Music Box 
caught nice $11,000 for its 18th week, 
and “Insults of °44” racked up an- 
other $4,000 on its sixth week at the 
small Playtime theatre. “Sweet ’n’ 
Hot” at the Mayan is heading for es- 
timated $9,300 on the sixth stanza, 
after catching $7,200 last week. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” at the Belasco 
was jolted by weather on fourth 
week with $8.200 and has only $7,500 
in sight the current seven days. 


Current Road Shows 


(March 8-18) 


“Abie’s Irish Rose” (1st Co.)—Lo- 
cust Street, Philadelphia (8-18). 

“Abie’s Irish Rose” (2d Co.)— 
Belasco, Los Angeles (8-18). 

“Allah Be Praised”—Forrest, Phil- 
adelphia (8-18). 

“Arsenic and Old Lace” (2d Co.)— 
War Memorial Auditorium, Trenton 
(8); The Playhouse, Wilmington (9- 
11); Lyric, Bridgeport (13-15); High 
School Auditorium, Pittsfield, Mass. 
(16); Memorial Audi. Worcester 
(17); Bushnell Audi., Hartford (18). 

“Ballet Russe’ — Boston Opera 
House, Boston (8-11). 

“Blackouts of 1944” (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (8-18). 

“Blithe Spirit’”—Biltmore, Los An- 
geles (8-18). 

“Blossom Time” (1st Co.)—Civic 
Audi., Fresno (9); Memorial Audi., 
Sacramento (10); College of the 
Pacific Audi., Stockton (11); Curran, 
San Francisco (12-18). 

“Blossom Time” (2d Co.)—Omaha, 
Omaha (8); Orpheum, Sioux City 
(9); Corn Palace, Mitchell, S. D. 
(10); Coliseum, Sioux Falls, S. D. 
(11); Shrine Audi., Des Moines (12); 
Audi., St. Paul (13-14); University 
Audi., Grand Forks, N. D. (15); Win- 
nipeg Audi., Winnipeg, Canada (16- 
18). 

“Chicken Every Sunday”’—Play- 
house, Wilmington (17-18). 

“Connecticut Yankee” — Erlanger, 
Buffalo (12-18). 


Dante’s Magic Show — Shubert 
Lafayette, Detroit (12-18). 
“Doughgiris” (2d Co.) — Hanna, 


Cleveland (8-11); Nixon, Pittsburgh 
(12-18). 

“Family Carnovsky” — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (12-18). 

“Follow the Girls’—Shubert, Bos- 
ton (8-18), 

“Gay Nineties Revue”—Lyric, Bal- 
timore (8); Armory, Wilmington (9); 
High School Audi. New Britain 
(10); Symphony Hall, Boston (11); 
Lincoln Audi. Syracuse (14-15); 
Palace, Albany (16); Valley Arena 
Gardens, Holyoke (17); Arena, New 
Haven (18). 


“New Meet the People” bowed out 
of the Assistance League Sunday (5) 
with estimated $2,800 on 32d week. | 


WASH. SALUTES ‘JAKE’ 
FOR SOCK $21,500 


Washington, March 7. 

“Jacobowsky and the Colonel’ 
grossed estimated $21,500 in first 
eight performances at the National) 
theatre last week. 

“Connecticut Yankee” is a new} 
. booking under American Theatre| 
Society auspices. Under Guild sub- 
scription the musical is assured of | 
$12,000 before mail orders are filled | 
and the boxoffice open. 


L. A. Operetta Season Set | 


Los Angeles, March 7. 

Four operettas will make up the 
1944 eight-week program of the Los 
Angeles Civic Light Opera Assn., 
starting early in May. 

First slated for showing the 
Philharmonic Auditorium is “The 
New Moon.” Two weeks are allot- 
ted to each show. 


at 


‘Road’ 166, Pittsburgh | 


Pittsburgh, March 7. | 


“Tobacco Road,” last week, playing 
Nixon for ninth time, ran up sensa- 
tional $16,000 at $1.50 top to top its 
last season’s business by couple of 
grand. 

Year after year it has never failed 
to do big locally. 


‘Arsenic’ $13,300, Balto 


Baltimore, March 7. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” making 
an oft-repeated return visit to 
Ford's last week, held up very favor- 
ably with fine $13,300. 

With Bela Lugosi in the Karloff 
role, comedy grew to s.r.o. trade on 
final days at a top of $2.22. 


BALLET RUSSE 31G, TORONTO 
Toronto, March 7. 


| Richmond 
| Roanoke 


“Good Night, Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chicago (8-11); Davidson, Milwau- 
kee, (12-18). 

“Iee Follies of 1944” — Cleveland 
Arena, Cleveland (8-12); Duquesne 
Gardens, Pittsburgh (13-18). 

“Icecapades 
Arena, Chicago (8-18). 

“Janie” — Colonial, Boston 


(8); National, Greensboro (9); Caro- 
lina, Durham (10); State, Raleigh | 
(11): State, Winston-Salem (13); 


Academy of Music, Roanoke 
Lyric, Richmond (15-18). 


“Kiss and Tell” (2d Co. )—Harris, | 
| year are attributed to increased at- 
(3d Co.)—Gary, | 


Chicago (8-18). 

“Kiss and Tell” 
San Francisco (8-11). 

“Kiss and Tell” (4th Co.)—Cass, 
Detroit (8-18). 

“Life With Father” (2d Co.}—Lyric, 
(8); Academy of Music, 
(9); Municipal Audi., 
| Charleston, W. Va. (11); Hippodrome, 
| Marietta, Ohio (13); Weller, Zanes- 
| ville, Ohio (14); High School Audi., 
| Steubenville, Ohio (15); Ohio, Mans- 
| field (16); Ohio, Lima (17); Perdue 


| University Audi., Lafayette, Ind. (18). | 


“Mrs. January and Mr. X”—Wal- 


inut, Philadelphia (8-11); Wilbur, 
Boston (12-18). 
“Oklahoma” (2d Co.)—Erlanger, 


Chicago (8-18). 
“Patriots” — Studebaker, 
| (8-18). 

“Rosalinda”—Shubert, New Haven 
(8-11); Ford’s, Baltimore (12-18). 

“Something for the Boys”’—Civic 
Opera House, Chicago (8-18). 

“Sons o’ Fun”—American, St. Louis 
(8-11); Convention Hall, Tulsa (14); 
Shrine Audi., Oklahoma City (15-16). 

“Student Prince’—Audi., Roches- 
ter (8); Shea’s, Jamestown (9); Co- 
lonial, Akron (10); Park, Youngs- 
town (11); Paramount, Toledo (13); 
Capiiol, Flint (14); State, Kalamazoo 
(15); Orpheum, Davenport (16); 
Iowa, Cedar Rapids (17); Shrine 
Audi., Des Moines (18). 

“Three’s a Family”—Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh (8-11); War Memorial Audi., 
Trenton (18). 


Chicago 


Here for a 10-day engagement at | 
the Royal Alexandra, Ballet Russe | 
grossed an excellent $31,000 for 13) 
performances, with 1,525 - seater 
scaled at $2.50 top. 


“Tobacco Road”—Hartman, Colum- 
bus (8-11); American, St. Louis (12- 
18). 

“Tomorrow the World” (2d Co.)— 
Selwyn, Chicago (8-18). 


Family’ 146, St. Louis 


St. Louis, March 7. 

Although the current legit season 
locally is nearing a finale, biz con- 
tinues good, and “3 Is a Family” 
wound up a one-week stand at the 
American theatre Saturday (4) with 
a profit-taking engagement. With 
the 1,700-seat house scaled to $2.80, 
eight performances grabbed neat 
estimated $14,000. 

Olsen & Johnson's “Sons O’ Fun” 
moved into the American Sunday 
(5) for eight days scaled to $2.80. 


Burke-Craven 


in Philly 


Philadelphia, March 7. 

The Saturday blizzard that snowed 
Philly under didn’t affect legit biz 
here as much as expected, princi- 
pally because the three legit entries 
had tidy advance sales. 

Best trade in town last week was 
done by “Mrs. January and Mr. Ex,” 
the Richard Myers production of Zoe 
Akins’ new comedy at the Walnut. 
Although crix were rather divided 
in reactions, affirmative notices were 
in the majority and both stars, Billie 
Burke and Frank Craven, received 
laurels. Show got a very helpful 
$17,000. 

Notices on “Allah Be Praised,” 
which opened at the Forres: on 
Thursday night, were much more 
sharply divided with the “thumbs 
down” opinions in the majority, four 
to one. Book and principals came 
in for most of the pans, with dances 
and score generally praised. In four 
performances despite Saturday’s bad 
weather, “Allah” claimed nearly $9,- 
500 with $3.42 scale. 

“Abie’s Irish Rose,” over-estimated 
last week, got $11,700 in its fourth 
stanza at the Locust, a sharp tumble 
from any standpoint but still plenty 
profitable. Revival of Anne Nichols 
yerennial has two more weeks to 
ravel. Same goes for “Allah.” 


‘Janie’ Neat $8,800 
In 4th Detroit Week 


Detroit, March 7. 
Continuing its steady climb, “Janie” 
got its best grosses last week in its 
fourth stanza at the Lafayette. Com- 
edy, at $1.65 top. mounted to $8,800. 
The Cass, dark all week, relighted 
Sunday night with “Kiss and Tell.” 


‘Lady Chatterley’ for N. Y. 


Jack Linder, 


former indie vaude 
weeks from the Coast to set a New 
York booking for legit, “Lady Chat- 
terley’s Lover.” 

Play, dramatization of novel of 
same title, preemed on the Coast 
four weeks ago and is now working 


of 1944” — Chicago! . 


(8-18). | 
“Junior Miss’”—Carolina, Charlotte | 


(14); | 


east. 


Red Cross 


Continued from page § Sa 


| tors that effective exploitation meth- 
ods can double or triple normal col- 
| lections. While, in case of the Dimes 
campaign, the larger collections this 


tendance at theatres and generally 
increased spending, a large portion 
of the increased collections are con- 
sidered due to intelligent exploita- 
tion methods. 


As in the case of the Fourth War | 
film com-| 


| Loan campaign, major 


booker, is due in New York in two} 


| 


| better 


| 
| 


| panies are planning on special trade | 
| editions in order to impress exhibi- | 


| tors with the importance of sending} . 
the | (22d week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Also in 
| van of shows most in demand, sell- 


the 
top. 
| At the Pittsburgh rally last week 
between 375 and 400 theatres 
represented. Among the speakers 
| were Harry Kalmine, H. M. Richey, 
| Moe Silver and M. A. Rosenberg. 
Kalmine, travelling rep of the 
dustry drive group, discussed the 
| service which theatres were render- 


Red Cross campaign over 


were |} 


in- | 


ing to their communities in the cam-|! 


| paign. Richey pledged support of the 
industry’s distribution personnel. 

Other exhibition - distribution 
rallies were held during the week 
at New Orleans, Milwaukee, Minne- 
apolis and San Francisco. 

Si Fabian, Sam Dembow, Jr., and 
A. W. §mith, Jr., addressed the New 
Orleans session; E. L. Alperson and 
Ben Kalmenson were speakers at the 
Milwaukee and Minneapolis meet- 
ings; while Ned E,. Depinet and 
Harry Brandt spoke in San Fran- 


cisco. 


Campaign plans in the Philadel- 
phia territory have been mapped by 
Earle Sweifert, theatre division 
chairman there. 

More than 10,153 theatres. inc!ud- 
ing circuits, have already signed 
pledges to participate in the film in- 
dustry’s Red Cross drive. 


B’way Slows Up; ‘Yankee’ Off 


To $17,500, ‘Jackpot’ 216, Both 
Closing; 3 New Shows, 2 Flop Fast 


There was an expected drop on 
Broadway last week following Wash- 
ington’s Birthday, and early this 
week there was a further slow-up. 
That, too, was anticipated what with 
the approach of the federal income 
tax date next Wednesday (15). 

Three new shows last week and 
none rang the bell. Two disappeared 
Saturday. Next week the highly 
rated “Jacobowsky and the Colonel” 
will open. “Porgy and Bess,” back 
for another repeat, started fairly 
well and will be better this week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘(Comedy-Drama), (‘Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

“A Connecticut Yankee,” Beck 
(M-1,214; $440). Final and 17th 
week; musical did rather well first 
three months and goes to the road; 
dipped to around $17,500 last week; 
to-be followed by “Jacobowsky.” 

“Ange}) Street,” Golden (117th 
week) (D-789: $3.30). Easing off 
doesn’t worry this management, 
which is expectant that engagement 
will span the summer; rated around 
$9,500. 

“Arsenic and Old Lace,” Hudson 
(165th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). 
Slipped like nearly all other long 
runners, with last week’s takings 
around $10,500. 

“Bright Boy,” Playhouse (Ist 
week) (C-865; $3.30). Opened last 
Thursday (2); press not favorable 
for most part; chances doubtful but 
theatre parties may keep it going 
for a time. 

“Carmen Jones,” Broadway (14th 
week) (O-1,900; $4.40). Slipped in 
the offish going and quoted around 
$41,000, but still plenty big. 

“Decision,” Belasco (5th week) 
(D-1.097; $3.30). After getting ex- 
cellent gross Washington's. birthday 
week, pace slumped to approximate- 
ly $12,000; may move: “Mrs. January 
and Mr. X” due here. 

“Early to Bed,” Broadhurst (38th 
week) (M-1.160; $4.40). Eased to 
around $21,500; slated into May and 
then to the road; another musical 
likely to get this spot. 

“Harriet,” Miller (45th week) 
(D-940; $3.85). In final four weeks; 
dipped to around $14,000 last week; 
when terminating holdover will have 
come close to year’s playing time. 

“Jackpot,” Alvin (M-1,327; $4.40). 
Final and 8th week: dipped close to 


$21,000; higher grosses had been ex- | 


pected for musical comedy. “Helen 
Goes to Troy,” next attraction, due 
in May. 

“Kiss and Tell,” Biltmore (50th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Went off quite 
a bit but at approximately $14,000 
there was goodly profit both ways. 

“Life With Father,” Empire (223d 
week) (C-920: $3.30). Maintained 
pace than most others, with 
gross quoted at $14,900. 

“Lovers and Friends,” Plymouth 
(14th week) (D-1,075; $3.85). Still up 
with leaders, although eased to 
claimed $18,000 last week, real coin 
for straight play. 

“Mexican Hayride,” Winter Gar- 
den (5th week) (M-1,423; $5.50). 
Riding along the great pace and tops 
Broadway; gross, with 


very close to $46,000 
“Mrs. Kimball Presents,” 48th 
Street. Another flop in this spot; 
opened Tuesday (29) of last week 
and stopped Saturday (4). 
“Oklahoma,” St. James (48th 


week) (M-1,520; $4.40). Wonder show 
continues to stand ’em up regardless 


of income taxes and other possible | 


deterrents; $30,600. 
“One Touch of Venus,” 46th Street 


ing out all to tune of $34,500. 

“Over 21,” Music Box (9th week) 
(C-1.001: $3.30). Again 
over $19,000, which 
plus standees in this house at 
“Ramshackle Inn,” Royale (9th 
week) (CD-996: $3.30). Packed away 
excellent holiday week of $17,800, 


times 


which topped the estimated figure; | 


last week eased off but quite satis- 
factory at $14,000. 
“Stars On Ice,” Center (83d week) 


| (repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Slated 


to go off after five weeks; new skat- 
ing show due in June; slid from big 
money of holiday week but very 
good $26.000 claimed. 

“Thank You, Svoboda,” Mansfield. 
Flopped out fast; opened Wednesday 
(1) and was yanked Saturday. 

“The Deughgirls,” Lyceum (62d 
week) (C-997; $3.30). Very little af- 
fected last week as indicated by the 
gross, which was $16,500. 

“The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
(13th week) (CD-995; $3.85). An- 
other show unaffected by changing 
conditions; again close to $22.000; ca- 
pacity all performances. 

“Tomorrow the World,” Barrymore 
(47th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Dipped; 
estimated bit over $14,500; still very 
good for drama approaching year’s 
run. 

“The Two Mrs. Carrolls.” Booth 

(31st week) (R-712; $3.30). 


standees, 


registered | 
means capacity |} 
Scale. } 


the top winners of the season: rated 
around $14,500. 

“3 Is a Family,” Longacre (43d 
week) (C-1,108; $3.30). Long stay- 
jing laugh play, eased off to $9,500; 
said to turn fair profit both ways at 
the figure. 

“Wallfiewer,” Cort (7th week) (D- 
1,064; $3.30). Eased off as much as 


most others; estimated around 
$10,000. 

“Winged Victory,” 44th Street 
(16th week) (D-1,409; $4.40). Latest 


termination date is May 20; over 
$37,000. 

“Ziegfeld Follies,” Imperial (49th 
week) (R-1,327; $4.40). Faring ex- 
cellently since switching from Win- 
ter Garden; pace close to capacity; 
last week, $33,600 estimated. 


REVIVALS 

“Merry Widow,” Majestic (31st 
week) (O-1,695; $3.30). Dropped to 
$20,000, still good for revival and bet- 
ters even break. 

“Othello,” Shubert (19th week) 
(D-1,325; $3.30). Has passed former 
Broadway run record for Shake- 
speare; continues to big money; 
23,000. . 

“The Cherry Orchard,” National 
(6th week) (D-1,154; $3.30). Dipped 
with the field last week to around 
$14,000, said to be profitable both 
ways. 

Gilbert and Sullivan, Ambassador 
(4th week) (O-1,105; $3.30). Getting 
dyed-in-the-wool G & S fans; per- 
formances spotty but business fairly 
good; slipped to $11,500. 

REPEAT 


“Porgy and Bess,” City Center (ist 
week) (O-2,698; $2.20). First week 
of second repeat date in this spot 
somewhat under expectations; $18,- 
000 claimed; should be better this 
week with strong Sunday start. 


Fling’ OK $11,200 
In Boston Debut Wk., 
‘Janie’ Good $13,600 


Boston, March 7. 

Despite cold spell locally and with 
it a slight dip in legit takes, the early 
spring season continues to shape up 
for a whirlwind. “Follow the Girls” 
and the Ballet Russe De Monte Carlo 
teed off today (7), and ahead are 
|“Arsenic and Old Lace” (Colonial, 
| March 20), “Chicken Every Sunday” 
(Plymouth, March 20), “Dream With 
| Music” (Shubert, April 10), the Met 
Opera (Opera House, April 10), “Dee 
| cision” (second company, April 10), 
jand “Connecticut Yankee” (Colonial, 
April 17). 
| “Rosalinda” finished its sock six- 
| week engagement at the Shubert 
| Sat. (March 4) after going nearly 
clean throughout run. “A Highland 
| Fling,” in debut at the Wilbur on 
| Feb. 28, drew mixed but generally 
| fave notices and is improving, and 
| “Janie” started three-week sesh okay 
at the Colonial, same day 

Estimates for Last Week 

| “A Highiand Fling,” Wilbur (1,300; 
| $2.10). Opened Feb. 28 to draw mixed 
notices. Fantasy is slow biz here at 
best, but show is gaining, and will 
| hit an estimated $11,200. 

“Janie,” Colonial (1,500: $2.20). 
Comedy success clicking okay here 
;on tour to catch good $13,600, esti- 
mated. Stays two more. 
| “Rosalinda,” Shubert (1,500: $3.30, 
| $3.85. .Sats.).-- sixth week of 
stay here for solid $25,000, estimated, 
near top. “Follow the Girls” opened 
| here Tuesday (7). 


“FOLLOW GIRLS’ $14,200 
4 PREEM SHOWINGS 


New Haven, March 7. 


Preem of “Follow the Girls” did 
turnaway biz and netied a record- 
| cracking, estimated $14.200 on four 


| $3.30-top performances at the Shu- 
| bert last weekend (2-4). Rave word- 
of-mouth boosted a fine advance to 


| SRO. 
| Current its full week of “Rosa- 
| linda.” Next week (16-18) gets Bal- 


let Russe for last half. 


Kiss’ Near Capacity 19G 
In 2d Seattle Week 


Seattle, March 7. 
“Kiss and Tell,” ate the Metro- 
politan, outgrossed its first week 
during the second stanza, full houses 
ruled for nine performances (two 
mats) at estimated $19,009. 


‘Time’ 276, Split Wk. 


Kansas City, March 7. 
March of dollars keeps coming 
for “Blossom Time,” 
Joplin, and Wichita, Emporia, 
Manhattan, Kansas City last week. 
Grossed estimated $27,100 in split 


One of stanza. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 8, 1914 


BOBBY CONNOLLY 

Bobby Connolly, 49. dance direc- 
tor. died Feb. 29 at his Encino home 
near Hollywood following heart at- | 
tack. Graduate of Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology, Connolly 
turned from engineering to the stage 
as an associate of Ned Wayburn in | 
New York, where he learned dance | 
directing and later staged several 
editicns of “Ziegfeld Follies 

His first connection with films was 
in 1933, when he did dance directing 
in east for Universal's “Moonlight | 
and Pretzels.” After two more films 
in the east, Connolly moved to Hol- 
lywood under a Warners’ contract in 
1935. 

After four years on the Burbank 
lot he went to Metro, where he han- 
died dance routines for “Wizard of 
Oz.” “Broadway Melody of 1940,” 
“Honolukv’ and other musicals. Leav- 
ing Metro a few months ago, he was 
ready to check in at Republic for 
“Atlantic City” when stricken. 

HARRY WEINBERGER 

Harry Weinberger, 58, lawyer who 
specialized in copyright law and who 
was organizer of and counsel for 
Provincetown Players, died after a 
heart attack in New York, March 3. 
In 1931, he successfully defended 
Eugene O'Neill, playwright. in $2,- 
000,000 plagiarism suit brought 
against him by Miss Georges Lewys. 
California writer. Latter charged 
O'Neill with having plagiarized her 
novel, “Temple of Pallas-Athenae,” 
in his play “Strange Interlude.” 

His interest in the theatre led 
Weinberger to produce “God of 
Vengeance” at Apollo, N. Y., in 1923. 
Play aroused ire of local authorities, 
who branded it as indecent and im- 
moral, with result that Weinberger 
and eleven members of the cast were 
indicted and convicted. After a pro- 
longed court battle the indictments 
were dismissed. Earlier he had been 
counsel for Emma Goldman and 
Alexander Berkman in their fight to 
stave off deportation. He also rep- 
resented Grover Cleveland Bergdoll, 
draft dodger of World War I. 

Weinberger also had authored sev- 


eral books, including, “Liberty of 
the Press” and a number of copy- 
right law studies. Also wrote “A 


Rebel's Interrupted Autobiography.” 


FREDERICK E. McKAY 

Frederick E, McKay, 72, former 
drama critic and theatrical manager, 
diea seb. 29 at Port Washington, L. I. 
McKay was a native New Yorker. 
After graduation from Harvard in 
1885, he became a reporter for the | 
Dramatic Mirror. Later he was a 
reporter and drama critic on the 
Dramatic News, Mail and Express, 
and Morning Telegraph. In 1896 he | 
published a book on the theatre 
titled “Famous American Actors of 
Today,” 
In 1900 McKay became business | 
manager and press representative for 
Charles Frohman and Charles B. | 
| 


Dillingham productions. He was 
later business manager for Blanche 
Ring, Katherine Cornell, Holbrook 
Blinn, Helen Hayes and other stars. | 
From 1931 until his retirement, five | 
years ago 


OBITUARIES 


JOHN W. LUCE 

John W. Luce, 73, dean of Boston's. 
theatrical publicity men and at one! 
time one of best-Known press agents, 
died in Boston, Feb. 27, Connected | 
with Shuberts in Boston for years, | 
Luce started a weekly newspaper in| 
Old Orchard, Maine, while a young} 
man. He became a reporter in Bos-| 


MRS. IZOLA F. PAGE 


Izola Forrester Page, 64, 


Mrs. 


'scenarist, author and feature writer, 
‘died in Keene, N. H., March 6. She 


had been a feature writer on old 
N. Y. World. Survived by husband, 
Mann Page, also writer, four daugh- 
ters and two sons. 


member of 
died Feb. 28 


Van B. Wixom, 67, 
Michigan circus family, 


in Detroit. He was a son of Matt 
Wixom, owners of Wixoms Great 
Shows, and served as ringmaster | 


with circus. 


ton in 1890. Shortly afterwards he) candy company rep servicing the- 


became press representative for! atres. He leaves his widow and a 
Shubert theatres in Boston. Luce} son. 
served as advance man for such | 


touring stars as Sara Bernhardt, was 
head of a large advertising agency | 
there, and a publisher. 

Recently, he was press rep for) 
Howard and Globe theatres, and was | 
famed here for his colorful copy for 
the burlesque houses. He leaves his 
widow and brother. 


MRS. EMILY ROBERTS 


Mrs. Emily Roberts, 57, former 
light opera, concert and motion pic- 
ture singer, died in Los Angeles, 
March 3. 

Mrs. Roberts, known profession- 
ally as Emily Lindsey, starred on} 
tours of the Harry Roger's Musical | 
Shows over two decades ago. She} 
was prima donna in “Light Opera) 
Doll,” and appeared in vaudeville} 
and on legitimate stage. In re-| 
cent years, she played musical roles | 
for Universal and RKO and did con-| 
cert work in Hollywood. 

- Surviving are her husband, a sis-, 
ter and a brother. 


COURTLAND D. BURTON 
Courtland D. .Burton, 66, vaude 
performer, stage producer and book- 
ing agent died in Indianapolis, March 


Robert Matson, 63, founder of Mo- 
tion Picture Engineering Co., died 


| Feb, 27 in Highland Park, Mich. He 


was designer of many devices used 
in film business and recently had 
been working with Army on special 
devices. He is survived by widow 
and two sons. 


Charles A. Simms, 34, former man- 
ager of United Artists theatre, De- 
troit, died there Feb. 27. Beside 
managing United Artists, he owned 
two neighborhood houses. Survived 
by a daughter, a son and widow. 


Abe Fineberg, 63, Louisville rep of 
Argus Ticket Co. and ex-burlesque 
manager, died Feb. 23 in Chicago. 
Fineberg was manager of Gayety, 
Louisville burley house, for years. 

Survived by brother, sister and a 
daughter. 


Mrs. Marie Flaherty, mother of 
Capt. Edmund (Pat) J. Flaherty, 
USMC, died Feb. 25. Son was actor- 
director in films in Hollywood prior 


2. Burton and his wife, former Irene 
E. Mayer, toured U. S. and Canada | 
as Burton & Burton in vaude and) 
musical comedy for 17 years. Act! 
supported Sir Harry Lauder on two 
of his annual tours, 

In 1917, Burton retired from stage 
and established Burton theatrical of- 
fices in Indianapolis. He was joined 
in 1919 by his brother, Henry K. 
Burton, who will continue the agency. 
Survived by brother and widow. 


DURWARD LELY 

Durward Lely, 93, star of Gilbert 
& Sullivan operettas during the Vic- 
torean era, died March 1 in Glasgow, 
Scotland. 

Lely was the first to sing the role 
of Nanki Poo in “The Mikado,” and 
also played the original role of the | 
duke in “Patience” at the Opera | 
Comique in 1881. He also was} 


with the D’Oly Carte Opera com- | 
pany. He retired from the stage 30 | 


years ago. 


WILLIAM H. JARVIS 
William Henry Jarvis, 65, for near- | 
ly 50 years identified with amuse- | 
ment enterprises in Danbury, Conn., 
died Feb, 29 in that city. 


Jarvis was long associated with 


project. He operated Kenosia Amuse- 
ment Park for years. Survived by a 


he was associated with | son. 


Gilbert Miller. | = 
BUCK McKEE 
M. H. HOFFMAN q | Buck McKee, 79, former cowboy 
M. H. Hoffman, 63, indie film pro-| actor who once trouped with Will 


ducer and distributor for 30 years,| Rogers, died March 1 in Roseville. | 


died of a heart attack March 6 while 
preparing script for recently or- 
ganized Liberty National Pictures in 


» company’s Hollywood office. 


Hoffman gave up law practice fo1 


an indie distribution outlet. later or- 


son, latter in the service. 


ABE FRANKLE 
Abe Frankle, 71, active in show 
business in Des Moines, Iowa for 25 


film business, joining Universal in 
1912 as New York general manager. | 
He left Universal in 1917, forming 


ganizing and heading, turn, | 
Tiffany, Tiffany-Stahl, Allied and 
Liberty. 

Survived by wife, daughter and 


Calif. Native of Claremore, Okla.. 
| McKee toured for several seasons 
with the Pony Bill Wild West Show 
| and teamed for a time with Rovers. 
Iie had been raising cattle since 1924 
| on his ranch near Roseville. 

FELIX NOONAN 


Felix Noonan, 40. vaude, musical 


|; comedy actor, died Feb. 29 in Cleve- 
land, He played with Aborn Opera 
iCo., and vaudeville, Also was in| 


“The Chocolate Soldier” and “Flying 
High.” 

Survived by 
| parents. 


his widow and 


EDDIE DELMAR 


film 


to induction; before that, in music 
publishing. 
Jack W. Hooper, 41, former 


cameraman with United Artists and 
Warner Bros., died March 2 in San 
Antonio, Texas. More recently was 
a local photographer. 


Frank Bonn, 71, veteran actor of 
silent pictures, died in Los Angeles, 
March 4. Following services there, 
body was forwarded to St. Paul for 
interment. 

Mrs. Marion W. Sheldon, 58, for- 
mer stage and film player, died Feb. 
28 in Hollywood. Deceased entered 
pictures in 1917 after early legit ca- 
reer in east. 


Elmer Fryer, 47, still photographer 
notables for years, died 
March 2 in Hollywood. He had 
worked for all major studios. 


Louis S. Wettels, 44, an attorney 
and husband of Adelaide Klein, 
legit and radio actress, died in New 
York, March 3. 


Athena Claudius, 70, character ac- 
tress, who scored many successes in 
Australia with George Rignold and 
Allan Wilkie, died in Sydney Jan. 26. 


| 
| Danbury Agricultural Society, which | 


| operates Danbury Fair, and Danbury | 
| Speedways, Inc., local midget racing 


Wife of Sydney O. Herbert. man- 
ager of exchange service department 
of Paramount in Sydney, Australia, 
| died Feb. 28, 


Mrs. Minnie Korman, 64, mother 
| of Saul and David Korman, Detroit 
picture circuit Owners, died in De- 
troit, Feb. 28. 


| Fulton Lewis, Sr., 74. father of Ful- 
ton Lewis, Jr., died in Washington 
} March 1. He had practiced law in 
| Washington for many years. 


Joe Fike, 28, reader at RKO, died 
March 4 in Glendale after long ill- 
ness. He was in Metro cutting de- 
| partment before joining RKO. 
Arthur K. Purcell, 48. screen and 
'radio writer, died Feb. 23 in Holly- 
| wood. 


Recently he had been ' 


| | Haymes 


years, died there March 2. Cc é 
owned and operated the Casino the-| , Eddie Delmar, 58, screen playe1 

atre and was manager of Riverview | f0P 40 years, died March 2 in Holly-| poosted singer's take on show from 


Park for years. In 1922. he started | wood, His last picture was “Great/ $1 000 per show to $2,000. 


the Frankle Theatres Co., operating | Without Glory,” still to be released | 


Rialto, Majestic and Casino theatres. | 
He joined with A. H. Blank in the | 
Des Moines Theatre Co., which part-| 
nership later was terminated. 

In addition to his interest in) 
Riverview Park, Frankle had op-| 
erated old President 
other amusement and sports enter-| 
prises in Des Moines. He is survived | 


by his widow, two sons and a daugh-! berg, syndicate columnist, and two} 


ter. 


by Paramount. 
Off the screen he was Robert 
Frandsen, 


MITCHELL MEYBERG 
Mitchell Meyberg, 78, veteran show 


Angeles. 


Survived by daughter Dot Mey- 


sons, 


Flareup reportedly exploded be- 
| cause of Haymes’ insistence on Feb. 
| 24 program of voicing thanks to nu- 
merous 20th-Fox »>xevs for his “Four 
Jills and a Jeep” picture stint, de- 
spite Bourjois’ feeling, that crediting 
the producing company during an- 


theatre and/ biz attorney, died March 5 in Los} nouncement of songs done by croon- 


on “Here’s to Romance” show 
would have been sufficient. 
Dropping of Haymes is culmina- 


tion of numerous recent disputes in 


| which singer, his manager Bill Bur- 
ton, and the sponsor have been hav- 
ing it out. 
Following last Thursday's pro- 
| gram, Haymes was paid off for next 
i five weeks of his third 13-week con- 
i tract, a sum totaling $5,000. Emil 
Newman, orch conductor on_ the 
Coast, was given four weeks’ pay, 
'as per his contract, and the entire 
orch was given two weeks’ wages as 


AFM regulations. Show begin- 
jning tomorrow night (9) will origi- 
nate entirely in N. Y. Ray Bloch’'s 


orch, the Swing 14 and Jim Ameche, 
m.c., continuing, with Harry Cool, 
Chicago singer, formerly with Dick 
Jurgens and Kay Armen, femme 
vocalist, hging added for next two 
sessions with strong possibility they 
wil] be given permanent contracts. 


Limited Acting 


Continued from page 1 


glance over the list of leaders who 
until the past fall were spending 
much of their time in Hollywood 
bears this out. Tommy Dorsey has 
no definite date to return; neither 
has Xavier Cugat, Vaughn Monroe, 
and many others. 

Metro, which went all out after 
band names about a year and a half 
ago when the name music boom be- 
gan in Hollywood, is not as exten- 
sively interested, It has called Jimmy 
Dorsey for an April date with cam- 
eras, but seemingly has no other 
band picture plans. Studio finished 
several with Harry James before the 
holidays, but they haven't been re- 
leased. 

Perhaps the only other major stu- 


dio doing band films is 20th. It has 
just completed one with Benny 
Goodman and has called Charlie 


Spivak for a spring date. Few inde- 
pendent studios are doing much, with 
the exception of bits done by Sammy 
Kaye, Woody Herman and Cab Cal- 
loway recently, 


| Rank to Proceed 


Continued from page 7 — 


Arthur Rank’s distribution plans in 
this country, 

Kelly, in charge of American dis- 
tribution for Rank, said the English 
film chieftain has not deviated from 
his original intent to establish a 
world-wide distribution 


company 
known as Eagle-Lion Films, Ine. 
Company would be a_ permanent 


medium of distribution for English 
pictures produced by British pro- 
ducers in association with Rank. 
Kelly has called D. J. McNerney 
from San Francisco for assistance in 
lining up his domestic exchange sys- 


tem. McNerney, for 19 years man- 
ager for United Artists, resigned 
several years ago for a _ theatre 


operation association with Joe Blu- 
menfeld. Understood McNerney 
will spend about three weeks here 
advising Kelly on domestic dis- 
tribution problems for Fagle-Lion. 


MARRIAGES 


Mrs. Grace Tibbett to Donald 
Malcolm Young, Palm Springs, Cal., 
Feb. 27. Bride is the former wife 
of Lawrence Tibbett, opera singer. 

Helen Ball to Lee White, Santa 
Barbara, Feb. 25. Groom is as- 
sistant director at Warners. y 

Patricia Stillman to Randolph 
| Scott, in Riverside, Cal., March 3. 
Groom is a film star. 


June Vincent, Universal player, 
will be married Friday (10) to 
Ensign William Sterling, USNR, at 
Fifth Ave. Presbyterian Church, 
|N. Y. Her father, the Rev. Willis E. 


ceremony. 


BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Mack Julien. daugh- 
ter, Hollywood, Feb. 29. Father is 
;a Cameraman at Warners. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nat Nazarro, Jr.. 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Feb, 15, Father 
is former musical comedy dancer and 
now secretary of AGVA in 
|mother is former Marge 
nitery singer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Edmonds, son. 
|New York, March 1. Father is on 
the announcing staff of WHN, N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernie Rosenzweig, 
daughter, Brooklyn, Mar. 4. Father 
is a member of h. o. accounting dept. 
of Warner Bros. 

Mr. and Mrs, Al Daff, daughter, 
Bozeman, Mont., March 5, Father is 
foreign sales supervisor Universal 
Pictures. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry James, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, March 3. Mother 
is Betty Grable, film star; father is 
the band leader. 

Mr. and Mrs. 


Nelson, 


Phil Brito, son, 


March 7, Newark. Father is singer. 


Smith, of Boston, will perform the | 


Pitt; | 


Lilliputians 


Continued from page 2 


bearing for midget women often has 
to be by Caesarian operation. Yet 
many midget women have not just 
one, but several, children, and, one 
American midget, Mrs. Judith Skin- 
ner, less than three feet tall, has 
given birth to 14 sons and daugh- 
ters. 

Lilliputians eat and drink as much, 
as, if not more than, other people 
because of their extraordinary high 
metabolism. A midget can sit down 


to the ordinary table d'hote dinner 
and still leave the table hungry. He 
has a greater craving for alcohol 
than big people, and when he drinks, 
often drinks to excess. Some medi- 
cal authorities believe that this high 
rate of metabolism is responsible for 
midgets’ remarkable immunity to in- 
fectious diseases. Such common dis- 
eases as scarlet fever, measles, diph- 
theria and pneumonia are extremely 
rare in the Lilliputian world. There 
is only one case on record of a midget 
with infantile paralysis. For some 
unknown reason, no midget ever be- 
comes bald. 
Can Grow Out of It 

Most midgets add several inches to 
their stature after passing 30; and 
not a few have actually grown out of 
the realm of midgetdom—which for 
most professional purposes stops at 
four feet five inches. 

An extraordinary case is that of 
Eddie Wilmot of Minneapolis, who at 
18 was a star performer in a Lillipu- 
tian troupe. After a severe attack of 
fever, he started growing again. To- 
day at 28 he towers a little over six 
feet. 

Midgets are often talented in other 
fields than the show biz. Andre 
Retouchoff, who played in the Broad- 
way run of “Skin of Our Teeth,” is 
a landscape painter of exceptionat 
skill. Willie Rolle, “The Great 


| Rolle,” well known as a magician, 


midget 


wrote séveral scientific books. Karl 
Florian, a Viennese midget, is an ac- 
complished violinist and conductor. 
Michael Davies, London's famous 
Chief Air-Shelter Marshal — three 
feet six inches tall—is a licensed op- 
tometrist. Vincent Tarabula, another 
midget, is a graduate lawyer. 

Tom Thumb and Singer's Midgets 

Most beloved of all midgets was 
Charles Sherwood Stratton, profes- 
sionally known as Tom Thumb. Tom 
was the offspring of normal Yankee 
parents. His brothers and _ sisters 
were average-size people. His father, 
a Puritan, considered Tom's birth 
evidence of God's wrath against the 
Strattons and kept the unhappy Lilli- 
putian locked up in the family house 
in Hartford until P. T. Barnum res- 
cued him. Tom's intelligence, wit 
and personal charm captivated audi- 
ences the world over; Queen Victoria 
was fascinated by the little man and 
enjoyed nothing more than engaging 
him in conversation as he sat on her 
footstool, 

The most famous theatrical com- 
pany of Lilliputians in our own day-— 
Singer’s Midgets—was the result of a 
father’s efforts to please a sick child. 
The daughter of Baron Leopold von 
Singer, a wealthy Austrian, 
stricken with infantile 
Baron Singer, trying to help her 
while away the long bed-ridden 
hours, read her “Gulliver's Travels.” 
“The one thing I want more than 
anything else,” the child said. “is to 
see a Lilliputian.” 

Baron Singer immediately em- 
ployed two midgets to walk around 
the gardens of his house. The Baron- 
ess, a former actress, trained them in 
theatrical routines. Given an oppor- 
tunity to perform on the stage, their 
popularity grew so rapidly that 
Singer engaged others, and in a few 
years had assembled the first all- 
company in history. Soon 
mother, father and a happy and rap- 
idly-recovering child found them- 
selves managing a world-famous the- 
atrical venture, 

Baron Singer truly loved his little 
people, paid them generous salaries 
and shielded them against a gargan- 
tuan world. In his home city of 
Vienna, he set up a midget commun- 
ity ona large parcel of land, borrow- 
ing Joseph Urban from Florenz Zieg- 
feld to design this Lilliputian metrop- 
olis. Shops, post office, a city coun- 
cil and even a midget police force 
were created. When World War I 
broke out, the company moved to 
London and thence to the U. iy 
where it has played in every State in 
the Union. Today the midgets of the 
world are grateful to Baron Singer 
for presenting them as men and 
women of talent and dignity instead 
of sideshow freaks, 
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Dew 
Cedric Hardwicke slaicd to go. 
o Boston the middle of the month to: 


Wednesday, March 8, 1944 


VARIETY 


CHATTER 5 


Claude & Andre, 
Stella and Her Fellas. 

Lyceum has “Blossom Time,” 
“Blithe Spirit” and “Sons o’ Fun” 
underlined for balance of season. 

Herb Blass and Charlie Jackson 
; running first and second among lo- 
in town from Coast |cal Warner Brothers’ salesmen in 
“1944 Round-Up” sales contest. 

Minnesota Terrace has Young Sis- 


Doris Baye and 

Broadway 

Mady Christians in 
Coast. 

Songsmith Mack Gordon in town 
for a spell. 

Guy Kibbee 
for a series of p.a.’s. 

Maurice Bergman mulling a brief 


from the 


winter's vacation in the south. Wilfrid DuBois. jug- 
Ann Rutherford winds u her , ®'¢T. and : olorez Evers, tightwire 

N. Y. stay in one more iene | walker, with the Selma Marlowe 
Voldemar Vetluguin plan to re | 

ans to re- tra for “Circus Days” ue, 

turn to Hollywood next Friday (10). Daye’ 
Cas (Slim) Adams again sports- | 

columning for Mirror and syndicated | 

by INS. Femme Star Costs 


Bonita Granville: arrived Monday | 
(6) from the Coast. Just a vacation - 
this time. 


Continued from page 1 


‘because many of the topflight stars 


Joe Shea, eastern representative | are beyond military age. 
for Cagney Productions under doc-| yy case of many hitherto surefire | 

feminine stars age has become a 

Jimmy Grainger, Republic prexy, factor which ‘cannot be as_ easily 
off to Coast last Thursday (2) on § ‘ 
10-day trip surmounted because of natural phy- 


sical changes. 
Neil F. Agnew, v.p. of Paramount! 
: a P building of a backlog of feminine 


At the same time, the | 


over sales, is serving on a General | : 
Sessions jury. | players has not proceeded as rapidly 
Jose Ferrer and Uta Hagen now | or as satisfactorily as had been ex- 


co-siarred in “Othello”. (Shubert) | pected. 


Chicago 

Dolly Dawn, currently at the Rio 
Cabana reports to Universal for a 
picture assignment March 20. 

Irwin Barg, contact man for Miller 
Music. is at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, Minn., for a checkup. 

F. Hugh Herbert talking to Patty 
Kirkland of “Kiss and Tell,” about 
playing the lead in his new play. 

Rose Marie, the singing starlet, has 
been offered Pamela Britton’s part in 
“Oklahoma,” when the latter goes 
into pix in July. 

Col. Manny Prager, 
Ben Bernie's band, 
organizing his own. band. 
the Book Cadillac, 
(10). 

With three more members of 
Johnny Long's band inducted last 
week a total of 26 Long men have 
donned Uncle Sam’s uniform in the 
past 18 months. 

“Lady and the Mons‘er,”’ Republic 
picture based on the book “Dono- 
van's Brain,’ will have its world 
premiere at the Woods theatre March 
15 backed by an ex‘ensive exploita- 
tion campaign. 

Chi. Amusement and Recreation 
commission gave away the 3,000.000th 


formerly with 
in town last week 
Opens at 
Detroit, Friday 


| free ticket to a serviceman Monday 


with Paul Robeson, 
‘Aired Drake and Replenishment of the lists of | 
Esther Brown, singer. will wall female film stars has come in for a | 
March 19 at St. Patrick’s. great deal of attention lately in con- | 
Jack Wiener, of tne Coast office ferences among major company 
of William Morris Agency, in town | heads. 
st, Col. illiam yler left here 
Sunday (5) for Washington and a As a result of the sharply limited 


supply of female names the upsurge 
in cost of such talent has surpassed 
all other types, including some male 
stars who staged a comeback dur- 
ing the past year. In several cases, 
it is understood, major studios have 
paid as much as_ $150,000 per 


» Air Force assignment. 


stage a new play, “Shippey 
Treasurers Club gave party to girls 
of legit boxoffices Saturday (4) wel- | 
coming them as “Cleopatras.” 
Martin Wagner, who handles cow- 


boy stars for the William Morris | picture, plus other considerations, 
oftice, off for a vacation in Miami. for the loan of femme stars. Figur- 
N. Peter Rathvon back at his desk | ing “other considerations,” which 


at RKO after a trip to Mexico City | 
and Hollywood with Mrs. Rathvon. 


Lt. Morton Gerber, in charge of | 


includes call on talent on the studios’ 
contract lists, full cost, in terms of 
shorts publicity for Warners before — would total $250,000 aed _ 
going into the ‘Army, here on 10-day | ture for outstanding stars. This 
furlouvh. would represent a jump of around 

Herman with | 100°, when compared with pre-war 


Bernstein back 


“Chicken Every Sunday” but retains | prices for the same talent. Even 
post of general manager for Lindsay | major studios find the cost of bor- 
and Crouse. “ | rowing stars burdensome. 

J. C. Nugent compiling his articles 


Limitation of top femme names 
has affected virtually all the major 
studios to a more less important de- 
gree since few of the film com- 
panies have more than a single out- 
standing dramatic femme star while 


have ap- 
the years, 


on showbusiness, which 
peared in “Variety” over 
into book form. 

Dick Huber interviewed on air 
(WOR) Thursday (2) in connection 
with anniversary of legit theatre pro- 


zrams, called Playbill. 

lack Karr. film editor of the To- | Some of the studios have none. 
ronto Star in town specially to see} Metro’s mainstay in the femme 
“Lady in Dark” prior to its opening} ctellar division is, of course, Greer 


in Toronto in a few weeks. 

Phil Hanna, singer currently on 
WHN. N. Y., has been signed to an 
M-G-M contract by Louis B. Mayer, 
who is now here, following a screen 
test. 

Harold W. Cohen, Pittsburgh Post- 


Garson. Warners has Bette Davis. 
Claudette Colbert is available toe 
Paramount for a limited number of 
pictures. Metro also has Lana Turner 
and Hedy Lamarr and last year took 
on Irene Dunne, Katharine Hepburn 
Gazette film and drama editor, due! and Marlene Dietrich. The Warner 
in town the end of the week for @/jjst includes Ann Sheridan and 
spe ll of Broadw ay 0.0.1ng. Stops at | Olivia de Havilland for lighter vehi- 
the Astor per custom. les 

Gracie Fields couldn’t fly back — 
from the White House Correspon- 
dents dinner in D. C. in time for her 
Waldorf date Saturday, so the hos- 


Loanouts 
For the rest, Paramount borrowed 
| Ingrid Bergman for “For Whom the 


telry ref | ied the couvert. . | Bell Tolls” and also made an out- 
Bo the eye | side deal for Ginger Rogers for 
| “Lady in the Dark.” 20th-Fox was 
i ross dinner, so ne purmea 


obliged to go outside the studio for 


received free 
a free eve- 


(6). Lucky soldier 
tickets to all loop mov.es. 


| ning at the Panther Room and ducats 
i to several legit shows. 


Mort Singer. Jr., assistant director 


on the “Gung Ho” picture. 


week for his work in 


Marine League. Organization helps 


needy families of men in the Marine | 


Corps. 


Mexico City 


Jack Harris of La Conga back to 


Gail Miller, U. S. dancer, at El 
Rhin, Guadalajara. 

Ciro’s is first night spot in Mexico 
City to stay open 24 hours. 

Elvira Rios and Arnold 


heading floor show at Minuit. 


Hunter 


Everett Hoazland’s band, now at 
Ciro’s, playing weekly on_ station 
XEW. 


Harris & Shore, American dancers, 
in for four weeks at San Souci club, 
Feb. 24. 

Merrit R. Schoenfeld, representing 
the Blue network, ‘n for a few weeks 
from New York. 

Carmen Molina back from Holly- 


wood, where she worked in Walt 
Disney's “Pinata.” 
Eduardo Grenas. Colombia film 


producer, has started work on a 
novelty short here. 

Dale Hall. American dancer, and 
Tin-Tan, Mex comic. joined Paco 
Miller revue at Monterrey. 

Julian Soler inked for a lead in 
“Las dos Huerfanas,” first Mexican 
film version of “Two Orphans.” 

Tin-Tan. comic, signed for new 
radio series over XEW. sponsored 
by Casinos Imperial. cigaret firm. 

Dolores del Rio and Producer Au- 
gustin Fink headed contingent of 
picture toppers that planed to Tam- 
pico for starting a deluxe cinema. 

Mexican artists featured at Laredo, 
Texas, sashington’s birthday cele- 
bration included Paquita de Ronda, 


Jose Gonzalez, Las Mascotitas, Irma | 
Tla, Teddy 


Muzquiz, Trio Juchiteco 
and E] Trio Tamaulipeco. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 


Roy Roller is back at WIP after 
short illness. 

Beity King is back at Lou’: 
| Germantown Bar. 

Dunninger will air his show from 


bout “being as unlikely | ~ 

‘My Day’ in the Chicago | Joan Fontaine (“Jane Eyre”), Jen- 

nifer Jones (“Song of Bernadette”) 

erese Lewis, wife of Hubbell| and also got Dorothy McGuire 

binson, Jr., of Young & (“Claudia”) through a deal with | 
agency radio dept., leaves this weeK | naviq O. Selznick. 

for the Coast along with her hus- | 

band. She'll script the next Dave| RKO studios depend almost ex- 

Fellows production fos RKO. clusively on outside names, both 

Comedian Milton Berle received a male and female. getting such stars 

U. S. Treasury Dept. citation in ag Jean Arthur. Ginger Rogers, Rosa- 


recognition of his efforts in the 
Fourth War Loan. Presentation cere- 
mony took place on the stage of the 
Imperial where Berle is starring in 
“Ziegfeld Follies.” 


Russell, et al., on individual 
picture deals. In addition to this 
relatively small number of im- 
portant femme stars there is also 


| lind 


Elsa Shelley has recovered from | Barbara Stanwyck on the freelance 
long illness and returns to Broad- | jist, 
juvenile delinquency, which is| there Judy Geriend 
planned for immediate production | Dorothy Lamour (Par), Deanna 
via George Gersene. Durbin (Universal) and _ Betty 

Jimmy Durante winds up at Copa- | Grable (20th). 


Cavdlia tonight iWedne sSaay Janc ici Obvious difficuities in 


developing 
rest before playing the Capitol. I 


the most 


though continuing on radio. Portrait | "@¢w femme stars has led he moi 

of the Schnozzle recently on the | active trading for freelancers in 
front cover of Time was reproduced , many years. 

from an oil painting by Ernest Ham- Selznick, operating independently, 


lin Baker. a position as 


dra- 


is in perhaps as strong 


‘ | any major studio for femme 
‘Minneapolis | matic talent, getting from $100,000 
| per picture and upwards for such 
By Les Rees of his contract stars as Jennifer 


Walter Abel visiting parents. Jones, Ingrid Bergman, Dorothy Mc- 


Rapp orch into Happy | Guire and Joan Fontaine. 

our nitery. 

Universitv of Minnesota theatre Studio toppers, during home of- 
offering “Cry Havoc.” | fice confabs in New York in recent 


Johnny Fritcher, Paramount book- 
ing manager, convalescing from long 
illness. 


weeks, emphasized that thete was 
no shortage of female players but 
| of dramatic actresses of first rate 


War Activities committee has lined 
up 125 war bond premieres with calibre. It was pointed out, during 
more to come. | one of these huddles, that a number 

Cozy, Wadena, Minn., town of| of stars had lost ground because of 
3.000. sold 1.315 Fourth War Loan | age, having become more difficult 


temperamentally as well as less ac- 
| ceptable photogenically. Casting de- 


bonds for. total of $130,325. 
Hotel Radisson Fleme Room hold- 


Leitt | partments, it is reported, have been 

Joe Griffin. Irish tenor. sti)’ hold- ordered femme talent 
ing forth at Andy's nitery with | more intensively. 


the Poor Richard okay March 8. 


Local 77. AFM. has joined drive to 
collect instrum¢ nts for Russian 
musicians. 

Billy Banks. WHAT prexy, cele- 
brated his “10th” birthday Leap Year 
Day. Feb. 29. 

Bill Delaney has joined the Ditt- 
man ad agency. He’s former member 
of Bulletin ad staff. 

Eddie White holding down m.c. 
slot at Palumbo’s. his first nitery 
chore since his return from USO 
trek. 


Australia 

By Eric Gorrick 
circuit is reported 
additional theatre in Hobart. 

Jimmy Styles. West Australian ex- 
hibitor, dead after a short illness. 

Warners’ “Mission to Moscow” 
goes into Tatler, Sydney. for a run 
this month. 


Hovts 


ri 


Charles Chauvel hopes to complete | 


“Rats of Tobruk” soon, 
the sole Aussie film in production. 
RKO wil] distribute. 

“Peter Pan” has proved one of the 
most profitable revivals in Sydney. 
Garnett Carroll produced for Alec 
Coppel of the Minerva Center. 

Hoyts circuit arranging special 
shows to aid government's first Vic- 
tory Loan throughout Australia. Her- 
bie Hayward, advertising director, is 
in charge. 


Williamson-Tait will stage 
shows to New Zealand shortly. First 


will probably .be Gilbert-Sullivan 


opera troupe now doing well in Syd- | 


ney, N. Z., had no stage shows for | 
nearly a year. 
Greater Union’s convention, held 


received a} 
| citation from the Marine League last | 
pi omoting | 
openings on the picture all over the } 
country with proceeds going to the | 


after an | 


this being | 


| in Sydney recently, set postwar | ti 

plans, Norman B. Rydge, chairman, | H d 

| warned that showmanship w ould | 0 yWwoo 

| have to be alert to retain cirema | , 5°! Lesser laid up tor a week ith 
trade in the future. fu 

| “Tobacco Road” will probably be | Ann Sheridan laid up with laryne 

} sent on tour by Garnett Carrol) afier | Sitis. 


| Sydney run “Road” has clicked here. June Haver recuperating from 
Fullers will ope. stage shows in! tonsil jerking. 

stle at Playhouse. First will Joan Fontcine soaking in desert 


be “Se parate Rooms.” with 
* Glynn and Hal Thompson. 
-revue continues to do sinash 
in Sydney and Melbourne. | 
; Current Sydney snow, set for 
| six weeks, is “Black 
| with George Wallace. 
| Eric Edgely and 


Toure 

Neva sunshine un.er Coctor’s orders. 
Gene Tierrey :ciurned to 20th-Fox 

al.er 10 mont’ out for ma.-ernity. 

te Now it is Aurt Sonja Henie, since 

ajout her birether Leif became a father. 

Rhapsodies, Illness of A chie Ma yo halted work 


Clem Dawe, in “Sweet and Low-Down” at 20th- 
Charles Norman. | Fox. 


5. Sandee show produced by | Betty Hutton cracked three ribs 
| Wallace Parnell. during a circus sequence for “In- 
cendiary Bionde.” 
| John We'ngref, Viennese acior, 


| ge.ting his finel American citize nship 
papers this week. 


Exchanges 
| Laraine Day christened the first of 


Continued from page 18 — ‘the C-47 trans»o°t planes off the line 
say they feel operation of the the- | at the Douglas plant. 


atre constitutes “a civic asset.’ | Tim McCov fo-mer saddle star and 
_De luxe house, now is called “radio | veteran of World War I, is now a 
city,” and tieup with KSTP vimana colonel in the cavalry. 

has established its local studio n | Raloh Staub celebrating his 13th 


the same building and also ut! fisbe | anniversary as producer of 
a part of the theatre space, the plan | Snapshots at Columbia. 


being eventually to use the stage for| Metro's “Dravon Seed” is the 
; 10,000th picture to get a 1-A classifi- 


Screen 


television broadcasts. j 


It’s Frank Steffys, not W. A. | cation from the Hoys office. 

Steffes, who's managing director of | Betty Rowlan?, nitery dancer, hos- 
the $2,000,000 theatre. Steffys has pitalized after an accident while per- 
been manager of the Paramount |} forming at a Sunset Strip club. _ 
circuit’s State here for many years Edgar Kennedy ce'ebrating his 
and his new position represents aj 12th year as RKO comic by starting 
promotion. Steffes owns and oper-! 72nd two-reeler for that studio. 

ates the first-run sure-seaier World Mary Ann Hyde, sereen player, an- 
as part of the Paramount pool and} nounced her engagement to wed 


| was an indepencent exhibitor leader | David Silva, Mexican film actor. 
before illness necessitated his retire-| Lew Landers ‘oking over direction 
| ment. , Of Columbia’s “Calling All Stars,” 
| Minnesota theatre hitherto always | While Wil) Jason fights the fiu bug. 
has been a “white c!ephant,” except Hon. Henrik Kauffman. Danish 
for first couple years of its opera-| Ambassador. in town to huddle with 
tion during 1928 boom period. This | Jean Hersholt about Frec Denmark. 


will be its sixth “reopening” in 10 Olive Kesner. stage dancer, filed 
years, five other operations having | suit for $110,700 against Pearl Cun- 
ended in failure. ningham as a result of a motor acci- 


dent. 
Darryl F. Zanuck was awarded the 


Christy Manager Rivoli, Seattle 


Seattle. March 7 Legion of Merit military decoration 
| Wayne Christy, former northwest | for his work as a colonel in the 
| manager of the candy machine dept.| Signal Corps during the Tunisian 
| of Fox West Coast, has been made campaign. 

manager of Sterling’s Rivoli (John } Charles P. Skouras honored at an- 
Danz). He stepped in as the house | Other luncheon. this time by civie 
launched its new vaude policy, Feb. | 29d industrial leaders of Southern 


|8. This is the old State theatre, for | California, for his work on the 
| years a burley house. Fourth War Lean. 


Gregory La Cava filed a 


| munitv property rated at more than 
$600,000. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


jestic, elected president of the In- 
dependent Theatre Owners and Man- 
agers Assn. of Akron. 
R. E. Paulus. Other officers elected: 
Frank Hensen, manager of Loew’s, 
| secretary: Richard Romwebber, as- 
| sociated in management of the State. 


counter 
Smith Heads Akron ITOM suit agains: his wife’s divorce action, 
| Akron. O.. March 7. | Which demands $1.060 monthly ali- 
| W. A. Smith, owner of the Ma-|™onv and a settlement on com- 


He succeeds 


| treasurer, Anita James back at the Nixon 
Cafe. 
Blood Donor Week Kennywood Park’s 1944 season 
Philadelphia. March 7. opens Sunday, April 16. 

Philly’s film industry has set week Andrini Brothers are going over- 
of March 22 as Blood Donor Week, | seas to entertain soldiers. 
having pledged 500 pints of blood, Polly Rowles Snyder will star in 
Sponsored by Variety Post, Ameri- | “Candida” at the Playhouse next 
can Legion. ; month. 

Monovram President W. Ray! Bob Lewis, a lawyer from Wash- 


Jonston was partied bv local exhibs | ington, Pa., latest addition to WCAE 


at Bellevue-Stratford hotel last | announcing staff. 
week Tibor Shik. Hungarian player with 
Regional War Labor Board has | Pittsburgh Symphony, received his 


increases for 130 
Comerford-Publix 


em- 
the- 


| citizenship papers. 


Okayed pay 
Pvt. Pat Haley, for 


plovees of mer radio 


|atres in Wilkes-Barre, Plymouth, | singer, has lan’ed overseas and is 
Kingston, Luzerne, and Forty-Fort, | somewhere Jn Italy. 

| Pa. | Dave Silvermanr., RKO salesman 
“Lady in Dark” given a special} out of the Montefiove hospital at 


'tradepress showing at Shubert last , a tussle with the flu. 


toon | 


‘*fondav) night. | Niteries in Poston and Philly 
dickering with Fritzie Zivic since he 

— made his cafe debut here. 
| Joe Bernhard and Harry Kalmine 
| Literati if in town for meetings in connection 

| with theatres’ Red Cross drive 
eae Continued from page 52 Goa Primrose and Gold and the Or- 
added commentary by Joe Laurie vantos have joined Kathryn Duffy 
|“ 2 | Girls and Brad Hunt's band at Vogue 
|Jr., ahd Mel Davis. son of the Terrace. 

| former, for publication as a book. Jimmy Balmer off for Chicazo to 


| Following recent success of car take over “Icecapades” as company 


albums, new flock is slated to hit | manager until it reaches the Coast 
bookstalls shortly, including “The | late in April. : 
| Man in the Shower.” by Peter Arno; | Tech drama school opens Cyril 
“It's H | Campion's “Ladies in Waitin.” un- 

s Hot in Here.” by Virgil Partch, | * “ee eras 

der direction of Kai Heiberg-Jurgen- 
and “The Better Tailor sen, tomorrow night (9) 

Carter Field contracted with Whit- 
| tlesey House to write biography of | 
Bernard Baruch, published in early St Louis 
; Summer. The title, “Baron of Hob- ss 
|caw,” is taken from the name of By Sam X. Hurst 


Baruch’s South 


Carolina estate. Morton Gould skedded to baton 

Robert O Erisman, the mag editor, | the St. Louis symph orch at a 
|has an arrangement whereby he} special concert Saturday (18). 

spends but one day a week at the | _Lester Kropp, booker for the 


|Goodman Publications’ offices and | Wehrenberg Circuit and manager of 


the balance at his home in Connec- gata convalescing after opera- 
| ticut engaged on his own scribblings. | Barton and Brady, pantomime 


Maxine Davis, w.k. medical reporter | comedians currently headlining floor 
appeared in | show at 


whose articles have Club Continental, Hotel 
, Reader's Digest, Good Housekeeping | Jefferson. 
land Ladies’ Home Journal, is com- Harry C. Arthur, Jr., local head 


pleting a book concerning a woman's | ™@n for Fanchon & Marco, will head 
medical problems. Whittlesey pub- ' the exhibs’ committee in the current 

Clarence Kaimann who was shot 
|_ Esquire mss. buying not held up by | tour times recently by his brother, 
anything. Just bought John Wil- William, who later killed himself. has 
stach’s “Buffalo Bill's Last Stands” 


| been removed to his St. Louis 
and asked for another from him, on | County home to convalesce from the 
Hickok, “Wild Bill Legends Never 


wounds, 
| Die.” The first title takeoff on | Joe Ansell, Maury Davis, A. D. 
| Custer’s last stand—Cody’s has to do! 


Pappas and Henry Halloway have 
been appointed by Fred Wehrenberg, 

| show stands. Esquire’s new | rez of MPTOA of Eastern Missouri 

agreement on a buy has author agree | anq Southern Illinois to study the 
ito radio dramati zation or promotion proposed revision of the Consent 

—so radio show must be in sight. Decree. ve! 
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Wednesday, March 8, 1911 


“My Beauty Facials really 
make skin lovelier!” 


In recent tests of Lux Toilet 
Soap facials, actually 3 oui of 
4 complexions improved! You 
want the loveliness that wins 
romance! See if this Lux Soap 
beauty care doesn’t make your 
skin smoother, more adorable. 


“T never neglect my Active-Lather Facials 
with Lux Soap,” says this lovely star. 
“It’s a simple beauty care that really 
works!’’ Cover your face generously 
with the rich Lux Soap lather and 
work it in gently but thoroughly. 
Then rinse with warm water, 
splash with cold and pat to dry. 
Your skin will feel soft and 
smooth—look so fresh. 
You’ll find these Holly- 
wood facials a wonderful 
beauty aid! 


FIGHT WASTE — It’s patriotic to help save soap. Use 
only what you need. Don’t let your cake of Lux Toilet 
Rg Soap stand in water. After using, place in a dry soap y 


4+ dish. Moisten last sliver and press against new cake. 


Lux Toilet Soup L-A-S-T-S...1t’shard-milled! 9 ov/0f/0 Screen Stars use it | 
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